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1. Frontline Fighters’ 

Association field cap for a 

former private soldier. 
 

2. Portrait of private 

Ferenc Kemences. 
 

3. Suede gloves. 
 

4. Ferenc Kemences’s 

uniform tunic. 
 

5. Frontline Fighters’ 

Association Thonet chair. 
 

6. Ferenc Kemences’s 

World War I medals. 
 

7. Felt helmet for a 

former private soldier. 
 

8. Straight black trousers. 
 

9. 1930s Hungarian footwear.   
 

10. Large period printed 

cardboard Frontline 

Fighters’ Association 

insignia popularly used 

at events and displays. 

     I became interested in military history at a very early age, and I’ve been a collector 

ever since then.  I must have read every book on the subject in my elementary and high 

school libraries, and my pocket money was spent exclusively on military books and  

anything related in the local junk and surplus stores - by the time I became a grown-up         

I could boast having a pretty respectable militaria collection. 

     I returned to Hungary for the first time as an adult in 1995, and while browsing 

through a Budapest antique book shop I found a copy of the Frontline Fighters’ Associa-

tion almanac entitled Magyar Frontharcos Mozgalom (Hungarian Frontline Fighters’ 

Movement). Even though I had 25 years of experience with militaria at that time, I had 

never seen anything like it – I had never even heard of such an organization. 

     It was very poignant for me, to think about how I grew up in a world of Hungarian 

immigrants, and I had focussed my interests on military history; yet such a significant 

part of history had eluded me.  Later, I realized that I wasn’t alone – I doubt very many 

Hungarians today have any idea of the existence of the 300,000 member strong Front-

line Fighters’ Association.  During some soul-searching I decided to focus on this little 

slice of Hungarian history in the hope that I would raise awareness of it, and as a by-

product make my hobby of collecting more interesting. 

     The 2014-2018 First World War centenary has given me a good reason to present 

more of my collection and historical data through the Magyar Front, which I hope you 

are all enjoying.  My goal is to make ignorance of the Hungarian veteran’s movement a 

rarity rather than the norm, and I hope that my work will inspire others to concentrate 

their efforts on something that they hold dear – not only does it make one’s hobby or 

vocation more intensely interesting, delving head first into an obscure subject can yield 

important discoveries. 

     This issue concentrates on the main components of the Frontline Fighters’ Associa-

tion uniform, and the accompanying article presents some new information I have    

uncovered about the uniform (specifically the headgear) of the veterans who worked for 

the BSzKRt, or Budapest Székesfővárosi Közlekedési Részvénytársaság (Budapest 

Transport Company). 

     I am very pleased to be able to occasionally discover new pieces of the historical 

puzzle, and I am convinced that anyone with a bit of perseverance can do so as well, 

keeping in mind the words of Arthur Conan Doyle: “One smallest new fact obtained in 

the laboratory, one brick built into the temple of science, far outweighs any second-hand 

exposition which passes an idle hour, but can leave no useful result behind it.” 
P.Cz. 
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     Although we encounter small variations among the clothing of any paramilitary organization, the Hungarian Frontline 

Fighters’ Association uniforms were remarkably well standardized.  A few simple garments made up their uniform – the tunic, 

two types of trousers, and a greatcoat.  Headgear has been covered in previous issues of the Magyar Front (field caps in the 

Fall of 2014, and the felt helmet in the Summer 2009 issue). 

The Frontline Fighters’ Uniform 
by Peter Czink 

Photography by Lorraine Weideman 

Period tailor’s pattern for the Frontline Fighters’ Association uniform. 

Continued on page 5... 
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Below: 

A former officer and 

Chapter Leader of the 

Frontline Fighters’ 

Association wearing the 

felt helmet, khaki shirt, 

tunic and riding breeches 

with Sam Browne belt, 

leather gloves and 

black riding boots. 

Above: 

One of my favourite Frontharcos 

photos - a member in breeches and 

boots with his bicycle. 

The armband, which is most 

probably red, white and green has an 

unidentified insignia in the centre - it’s 

purpose remains unknown. 

Right: An (original) Magyar Front ad from the Márer firm for Frontline 

Fighters’ Association uniforms, “all types of equipment, medals and ribbons.” 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Below: Private Ferenc Kemences’s uniform tunic, made from good quality, heavy wool, lined with dark green 

cotton.  Each of the cuffs have two buttons and the pocket flaps are dramatically scalloped.  This jacket has a single 

rear vent and carries the single (for members not in positions of leadership) green shoulder cord signifying his former 

rank as a private.  The membership pin on his lapel is the less-expensive non-enamelled version. 

There are no manufacturer's labels to be found, which is not unusual - this simple garment could be easily made 

by any local tailor.  All regular members were required to have green coloured backing on the cross strap of their 

Sam Browne belt.  This man was awarded the Emperor’s Troops’ Cross, the Medal for the Wounded, and the 

Hungarian World War I Commemorative Medal with swords and helmet. 

     The main component of the Frontharcos 

uniform was the tunic.  An early article in the 

original Magyar Front (1934.III.1.) describes 

it as “…a khaki tunic of gabardine or wool, 

with four buttons.” The open-collar tunics    

(a modern look at that time) were made from 

a greener material than the Hungarian army 

uniforms of the day, and ones made from  

gabardine were a much more expensive    

option.  Four patch pockets were regulation, 

most of which having the traditional scalloped 

pocket flaps, however, ones with straight 

flaps are also encountered. 

     Four 20mm to 25mm caramel-brown syn-

thetic “bone buttons” (csontgombok) closed 

the front of the tunic and one fastened each 

pocket; while two or three 15mm buttons  

decorated the cuff of each sleeve.  Rank insig-

nia was displayed on one or both shoulders, 

and are covered in detail in the Summer 2014 

issue of the Magyar Front. The Frontline 

Fighters’ Association membership pin (see 

the Spring 2009 issue of the Magyar Front) 

was worn at all times on the left lapel. 

     There were two options for pants – straight 

black trousers or breeches made from the 

same material as the tunic. According to   

regulations printed in the 1942 edition of the 

association’s almanac (Frontharcos Évkönyv), 

if the majority of a chapter’s members 

predominately wore boots in civilian life (for 

work and dress occasions), then that chapter 

should all wear boots. If the majority are  

used to wearing trousers, then they should 

wear trousers.  Especially in rural Hungary, 

traditional high leather boots were an integral 

part of a man’s dress clothing, so these rules 

were also based on economy as well as 

fashion.  These regulations were not carved in 

stone, however, and it’s very clear that many 

members chose to wear the boots and 

breeches for a more martial look. 

     The third major component of the uniform 

was the greatcoat.  The same 1934 article 

states that is should be “made in the same 

style as the military version,” but traditional 

military coloured piping and collar tabs were 

forbidden (although the association’s leader-

ship later wore their rank insignia on the 

...continued from page 3 

Continued on page 7... 
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Below: 

A former NCO and 

temporary leader of the  

Frontline Fighters’ 

Association wearing 

the field cap, white shirt, 

tunic and black straight 

trousers with Sam 

Browne belt, white 

gloves and shoes. 

Left: The standard tunic 

and black trousers being worn. 
 

Below: A highly decorated former 

NCO.  This period-colourized 

photo details a tunic variation with 

straight pocket flaps. 
 

Bottom: Veterans on parade 

wearing prescribed cream-coloured 

gloves with trousers and helmets. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
CZINK COLLECTION 
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Below: The uniform tunic of Corporal György Jung.  It is made of coarse wool, and is fully lined with brown 

cotton material.  The pocket flaps are slightly scalloped, there is no rear vent, and the cuffs each have two buttons. 

One cord is on the right shoulder (silver for his former NCO status) and the green-backed cross-strap identifies him as a 

regular member.  The Parade Badge in Bronze (sometimes referred to as the association’s Bronze Merit Medal) is worn 

on the right pocket, while the first type Badge of Honour is on the left one.  His medals are: the Silver Bravery Medal II 

class (awarded twice), the Bronze Bravery Medal, the Iron Cross of Merit with Crown on war ribbon, the Iron Cross of 

Merit on war ribbon , the Emperor’s Troops’ Cross, the Medal for the Wounded, the Hungarian World War I 

Commemorative Medal with swords and helmet, the Other Ranks’ Service Cross, III class -awarded after six 

years of service, the 1912-1913 Mobilization Cross, and the Austrian WWI Commemorative Medal with swords. 

greatcoat as well).  Also stipulated is that 

members who wear gold shoulder-cords 

(former officers) should have velvet collars 

on their greatcoats (in a slightly contrasting 

shade of khaki-green – velvet collars tradi-

tionally decorated officer’s greatcoats). 

     The most important accessory worn with 

the Frontharcos uniform was the leather belt 

and cross strap, which was worn on all      

occasions. The cross strap was used to      

indicate the wearer’s position within the   

organisation – white underlay was for the 

national leadership and lifetime members; red 

underlay denoted local leadership for the  

duration of their term in office; green        

underlay was for regular members; and    

cornflower blue underlay was reserved for   

Új Front (New Front) members.   

     The 1934 Magyar Front uniform article  

mentions that coloured underlay was also 

meant to distinguish Frontline Fighters’ 

Association members from regular Armed 

Forces personnel and other official Hungarian  

organizations who wore similar belts and 

cross-straps.  

    Originally, a white shirt with a stiff collar 

was prescribed for wear with the uniform, 

however, an article from the 1938.V.20.   

edition of the Magyar Front brings up a    

concern from some members of rural chapters 

who were finding such formal shirts to be too 

expensive and difficult to maintain in present-

able condition.  It was because of this that the 

national leadership recommended that a 

“Scout style” khaki shirt with a soft collar 

could be worn instead of the white one (by 

1942, only the khaki shirt is mentioned in 

uniform regulations). 

     A black necktie, black socks and black 

shoes (or boots) were official, and gloves also 

were a part of the ensemble: “greenish-

brown” ones with breeches, and cream      

coloured leather or suede gloves were to be 

worn with the black trousers. 

     Although it was relatively simple in     

design, the whole outfit, complete with the 

unique felt helmet, hold a distinctive and  

historically significant place in the realm of 

Hungarian uniformology. 

...continued from page 5 
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Below: 

A former private and 

member of the Frontline 

Fighters’ Association 

wearing the felt helmet, 

Hungarian military style 

greatcoat, tunic and riding 

breeches with Sam Browne 

belt, leather gloves and 

black riding boots. 

Above: The president of the Frontline Fighters’ Association Count József v. Takách-Tolvay 

in 1938.  He wears the regulation greatcoat with the contrasting velvet collar as prescribed 

for former officers, and has chosen to wear his rank insignia on his greatcoat as well.  The cut 

of the greatcoat is that of the regular Hungarian army type - double breasted with two rows 

of six buttons and deep turned-back cuffs.  Many period photographs show men wearing 

their medals on the greatcoat.  Along with the rest of the uniformed veterans at this event in 

Komárom, he also wears the blue armband with a printed frontline Fighters’ Association 

emblem and the Hungarian national colours (see opposite page). 
 

Also shown on the opposite page is a 1942 ad for the Budapest firm of Rózsa, which 

specialized in uniforms and decorations.  A worker would earn around 120 to 150 pengő 

at that time - here we can see the price difference between a plain wool uniform tunic 

at 39.50 and an officer’s fine quality gabardine version for 90 pengő. 
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Right: 1920s 

fund-raising lottery 

ticket issued by the 

National Hungarian 

War Museum 

Association 

(shown actual size). 

Below: The uniform tunic of an unidentified NCO (note the single silver shoulder cord).  

Made from high quality wool, it’s partially lined with green cotton material.  Three buttons are on each 

cuff and there is no rear vent, while the pocket flaps are only somewhat scalloped.  We can immediately  

see that this individual held a temporary position of leadership by the red cross-strap backing.   

A red-wool backed Silver Parade Badge is worn on the right pocket while the badge of the Order of the Valliant  

is on the left.  His medal group consists of the First Class Silver Bravery Medal, the Second Class Silver Bravery  

Medal (awarded three times) the Emperor’s Troops’ Cross, the Medal for the Wounded (with four stripes), 

and the Hungarian World War I Commemorative Medal with swords and helmet. 

Unfortunately no documentation 
regarding the armband (detail shown 

above) has been found to date, however, 
photographic evidence clearly shows 

it being worn by large groups of 
veterans taking part in early organized 
events.  My theory is that its purpose 
was to further distinguish members 

of the Frontline Fighters’ Association 
from Hungarian Armed 

Forces personnel. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Below: A very unusual tunic variant which belonged to an unidentified NCO.  The pocket flaps are traditionally  

scalloped and there are two rear vents.  Each cuff has two buttons, it’s unlined and made of coarse wool, and has been 

repaired and modified.  It is quite well-worn and the entire collar has been replaced.  It’s likely that this was done by 

a second owner, as a second-hand garment would have saved a man of modest means considerable money - the button 

positions have also been drastically altered.  A Bronze Parade Badge on his right pocket accompany his medals: the 

First and Second Class Silver Bravery Medals, the Bronze Bravery Medal (awarded three times), the Emperor’s 

Troops’ Cross, the Medal for the Wounded (with three stripes), the Hungarian World War I Commemorative  

Medal with swords and helmet, and the Austrian World War I Commemorative Medal with swords.  

The braided lanyard hanging from the 

right shoulder-cord button is occasionally 

encountered on Frontline Fighters’ Association 

uniforms.  Often, the tunic also features 

chevron-shaped collar insignia. 

To date, no written documentation on 

these accoutrements has been found. 

In the 1930s and 1940s fraternal paramilitary 

“rifle associations” existed in Hungary, some 

of which were directly affiliated with the 

Frontline Fighters’ Association (to the point of 

sharing special insignia - see the Magyar Front, 

volume IX, issue 4).  This could very well 

be a marksmanship lanyard or simply an 

insignia meant to establish the wearer’s 

affiliation with a rifle association. 
 

Opposite page: 

This veteran wears a slightly smaller version 

of the lanyard and the distinctive collar 

insignia in this period-coloured photograph.  

He also wears a bayonet on his belt - another 

important item for the rifleman. 
 

Below: 

Another example of the lanyard being worn. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Right: Advertisement from the (original) 

Magyar Front, 1938.IX.24.  Here, a good quality tunic 

sold for 14.80 pengő, one made from “loden” material 

was 23, and a gabardine tunic was 46.  Shirts ranged 

from 3.10 to 5.40; black trousers were 16.50 and the 

belt and cross-strap sold for 3.80.  Felt helmets were 

7.20, complete with insignia; field caps were 2; and 

65 pengő would buy their finest riding boots. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Administrative Officer 

Previous page: 

A very fine quality gabardine tunic with a full silk lining, single 

rear vent and three-button cuffs.  This uniform belonged to a former 

officer and Frontline Fighters’ Association Chapter Leader.  The belt 

and cross-strap are also of very fine quality.  The Ottoman War Medal 

is on the right pocket; the German 1914 Iron Cross First Class and 

the early type Frontline Fighters’ Association Badge of Honour is 

on the left.  His medals include the Military Merit Cross III Class with 

war decoration and swords; the Silver and Bronze “Signum Laudis” 

medals on war ribbons with swords; the Medal for the Wounded; 

the Hungarian WWI Commemorative Medal with swords and helmet, 

the Frontline Fighters’ Association POW Commemorative Cross; 

the Austrian WWI Commemorative Medal with swords; the Prussian 

WWI Combatants’ Commemorative Cross and the Bulgarian 

WWI Commemorative Medal for Combatants. 

Below: Another advertisement from two uniform companies. 

Above: 

Often encountered in the (original) Magyar Front - 

a small ad from the firm of Kálmán Nagy of Budapest, 

who specialized in both military and civilian clothes. 
 

Right: 

A period chalk figure of a Frontline Fighters’ Association 

member.  Although loosely hand-painted, it is still an excellent 

representation of the uniform (except for the non-regulation 

brown boots).  He leans on a substantial emblem of the organi-

zation.  The actual height of this statue is 36cm. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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     After pouring over many issues of the original Magyar Front newspaper, I found a few brief mentions of Frontline 

Fighters’ Association members who worked for the Budapest Transport Company (Budapest Székesfővárosi Közlekedé-

si Részvénytársaság), or BSzKRt.  That information lay dormant in the back of my mind until I bought a piece of letter-

head (this page, in the background) that clearly came from a special chapter of the veteran’s association – that of the 

BSzKRt and the BHÉV (Budapest Helyiérdekű V asút, or Budapest Local Interest Railway).  So I assumed this might be 

something special, perhaps similar to the “Gray Taxi” veteran’s chapter (see the Spring 2015 issue of the Magyar Front). 

     Later, another piece of the puzzle came my way in the form of a November 1938 copy of Caesar de Sgardelli’s head-

quarters chapter newsletter, Erzsébetvárosi Frontharcosok Értesitője (see the Fall 2015 issue of the Magyar Front). In it, 

a thumbnail ad (shown above) mentions the Frontline Fighters’ Association BSzKRt and (B)HÉV chapter and includes a 

hand-drawn facsimile of what I assumed might be their special insignia (a version of the offical BSzKRt badge, 

illustrated below, with the veteran’s association emblem in the centre).  I immediately went through my collection of 

photographs, remembering that I had an odd one – an out of focus little snapshot of a uniformed veteran in a visor cap 

which sported a blurry winged badge of some kind on the upper part of the hat.  I wondered if this could be the BSzKRt 

insignia, but even under the closest scrutiny it was impossible to make it out clearly.  

     Recently, our own Péter v. Laborc was thumbing through a photo album at a Budapest swap meet, and he noticed a 

couple of tiny photos which were obviously of Frontline Fighters’ Association members.  Even better, he thought, as 

they were wearing the visor caps of the association’s Motor Corps.  He bought them with me in mind, and they were in 

my hands in short order. 

     The photos are tiny – only 6cm x 8cm, but as I looked at them through my look I knew we had found a great treasure.  

The BSzKRt/BHÉV Visor Cap 
by Peter Czink 
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Right: Another view 

of the band. They wear the 

standard uniform tunic and 

straight black trousers 

with their unique visor cap. 
 

Note that the man in 

front and centre, most 

likely the band leader, is 

wearing the Frontline 

Fighters’ Association Motor 

Corps visor cap. 
 

Other veterans wearing 

their felt helmets can be seen 

in the background. 

Left: Bandsmen of the 

Frontline Fighters’ Association 

BSzKRt/BHÉV Chapter. 

They wear a triangular 

insignia on their sleeves 

(some pointing up and others 

down).  Although it is unclear, 

it looks as though the 

traditional badge of military 

musicians - the harp, 

is in the centre. 
 

Note that some of the tunics 

have scalloped pocket flaps 

while others are straight. 

These enlarged 

details show the 

visor caps quite 

clearly. 

The standard 

4cm metal helmet 

badge is worn on 

the cap band, 

and the BSzKRt 

insignia is worn on 

the upper part of the cap.   
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