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A note from the Editor 

     Our cover features another remarkable restoration by Péter Orincsay. I acquired this 
rare photo recently – it’s a 16cm x 22cm portrait of an unidentified official of the    
Hungarian Frontline Fighter’s Association.  Interestingly, this veteran chose to wear two 
commemorative World War I cap badges on the pocket of his tunic.  The top one has 
not been identified, although it may simply be a patriotic badge.  The one below it, in 
the shape of an army helmet, is the insignia of the Austro-Hungarian 38th Infantry  
Regiment.  He has been awarded the Silver Bravery Medal, Second Class; the Bronze 
Bravery Medal; the Emperor Charles’ Troops’ Cross, and the Hungarian and Austrian 
World War I Commemorative Medals for combatants. 
     The restoration work wasn’t limited to colouriation in this case. The darkest shadows 
on this portrait had become very shiny - Péter explained that this was due to over-
exposure to natural light, which brings the silver nitrate out of the photographic paper, 
causing the dark areas to develop a bright silver layer. Such problems can only be     
corrected digitally, so it is advised not to expose such old images to light. 

     It is with great pleasure, once again, to share the latest issue of the Magyar Front 
with you.  I am very proud of our work, and I know you will enjoy Gergely Sallay’s 
latest article on foreign military insignia awarded to Hungarians. We have a little 
glimpse, too, at the dedication of a couple of our members, who are sure to inspire. 
     Have a look at the ad on page 13 – it’s a little introduction to the Hungarian Numis-
matic Society.  This eminent organization has been around for a long time, and is look-
ing for new members and support. I highly recommend that you consider getting      
involved with them if you have an interest in Hungarian coins and medals – there is no 
better resource in that field, and it’s an excellent opportunity to broaden your connec-
tions with like-minded Hungarians.  You will find that many of their members speak 
English, and dues or donations can be safely and conveniently made using Paypal.  As 
an added incentive, IHMHPS members who join the Hungarian Numismatic Society 
will earn an extra point toward the IHMHPS service crosses. 

P.Cz. 

Our Cover 

Cords worn on 
both shoulders 

denoted a position 
of leadership within 

the veterans’ 
movement; and 

their light colour, 
combined with his 

medals, let us 
deduce that the 

man pictured at left 
was most probably 

a former NCO. 
Local leaders wore 
red backing to their 
helmet badges and 
belt cross-straps. 

 

An example of 
the 38th Infantry 
Commemorative 
Badge is pictured 

above. 
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     IHMHPS Hungarian Vice-President Péter v. Laborc (above, in blue) leads a very busy life like the rest of us, but he always 
seems to find the time to go above and beyond the call of duty.  Late last year, our friend, city councillor László v. Dinga 
(above left) came across a forgotten memorial in a disused cemetery in the village of Vérteskozma, in Fejér County, Hungary.  
It marked the final resting place of thirty-two Hungarian soldiers who were killed in action during World War II, and László, 
Péter and their friend Béla Mudrok decided to take it upon themselves to put it back into presentable condition. After six 
hours of work, their task was completed. 

“Above and Beyond the Call of Duty” 

The monument reads: 
 

Here, in Vérteskozma, 
rest those who have died 

hero’s deaths in 1945: 
 

1st Lt. Dr. László Rajky 
Lt. István Lázár 
Pte. István Agócs 
Pte. László Fuchs 

Pte. János Garadnai 
Pte. Pál Szalóki 

 

 And twenty-six 
unknown 

Hungarian soldiers 
 

Right: 
Before and after. 
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     As Hungary’s international diplomatic relations broad-
ened in the 1930s, several members of the Royal Hungarian 
Defence Forces were awarded foreign orders decorations and 
medals – a general material manifestation of two countries’ 
relations. During the years of the Second World War, the 
awarding of foreign medals to Hungarian soldiers became 
even more regular, but the number of countries issuing those 
awards was limited to about half a dozen: Hungary’s allies of 
the time. The awards were mostly German, many of the  
medals having been conferred for battlefield merits. Italian,         
Bulgarian, Finnish, Croatian and Japanese insignia can also 
be seen in period photographs as being worn by their      
Hungarian recipients. The military relations between       
Hungary and the abovementioned countries were also      
reflected by the awarding of certain foreign military badges 
to the personnel of the Hungarian Army and the Air Force. 
On the strength of available archival and photographic 
sources, this article offers examples in that field. 

     Most of the foreign badges can be spotted in pictures  
portraying the members of the Royal Hungarian Air Force. 
Giving account of the insignia in a chronological order, the 
Italian Pilot’s Badge should be mentioned first, which was 
received and worn by those Hungarians who underwent pilot 
training in Southern Italy between 1938 and 1940. That 
badge can be detected in a portrait of Major General István v. 
Bánfalvy, Commander of the Royal Hungarian Air Force, 
published in the 15 July 1944 issue of the Magyar Szárnyak 
(Hungarian Wings); and Sergeant János Mátyás, who      
received his fighter pilot training at the South Italian Flying 
Course in 1938-1939, can also be seen wearing the insignia 
on the left breast of his uniform in a picture taken in March 
1944.  The badge shown in this article was allegedly worn by 
Officer Candidate Sergeant (later Ensign) Márton Szőnyi, 
pilot of the 1/3 Fighter Squadron (“Ace of Hearts”), who was 
taken prisoner at the Eastern Front in August 1941, then  
attended a partisan course and in 1944, he was deployed by 
the Soviets in Hungary, where he was killed. 
     Those Hungarian Air Force 2nd Lieutenants, who gradu-
ated in 1939, took part in a trip to Bulgaria in the summer of 
that year, where they received the Bulgarian Pilot’s Badge. 

Major General István v. Bánfalvy in 1944. 
Note the Italian and Croatian Pilot’s Badges. 

Sergeant János Mátyás in March 1944, wearing the 
Italian Pilot’s Badge above his medal ribbons. 

Foreign Military Badges 
Issued to the Royal Hungarian 

Defence Forces in the Second 
World War 

by Gergely Pál Sallay 

Italian Pilot’s Badge 

HUNGARIAN MILITARY 
HISTORY MUSEUM 

SZIKITS PHOTO  
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One of them was 2nd (later 1st) Lieutenant Endre v. Németh, 
who first served as observer of the 1/2 Long-Range Recon-
naissance Squadron (“Stork”), later observer and then pilot 
of the 1/1 Long-Range Reconnaissance Squadron (“Seven-
League Boots”). The Hungarian eight-time ace’s Bulgarian   
Pilot’s Badge was listed in his soldier’s identification among 
his medals (below), and it can also be seen on the left breast 
pocket of his tunic in a 1943 picture. Shortly before his death 
in 2007, Endre Németh very generously decided on leaving 
his military relics, including the special Bulgarian badge, 
which is pictured above, to the Hungarian Military History 
Museum in Budapest. (For further details on Endre v.      
Németh’s military career see Peter Czink’s article in the 
July-August 2007 issue of the Magyar Front.) 

 

 

Bulgarian Pilot’s Badge 

NÉMETH COLLECTION 
WEIDEMAN PHOTO  

1st Lieutenant Endre v. Németh in 1943, wearing his 
Bulgarian Pilot’s Badge beside his 1st Class Iron Cross.  
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Colonel Aladár Heppes in February 1945, wearing the 
Croatian Pilot’s Badge on his right breast pocket. 

H
E

P
P

E
S

 C
O

L
L

E
C

T
IO

N
  

 
Continued on next page... 



6 

     The Croatian Pilot’s Badge too was awarded to and worn 
by Hungarian air force officers, the short-lived Kingdom of 
Croatia having been an ally of Second World War Hungary. 
Captain Aladár Heppes (previous page), Fighter Group  
Commander of the Royal Hungarian Air Force, for instance, 
became an honorary holder of the badge in 1941, and wore it 
until the end of the War. Major General István v. Bánfalvy 
and Staff Colonel László Incze are also seen wearing the 
Croatian badge on their uniform in period photographs.   
Interestingly, all three mentioned recipients of the badge 
wore it (incorrectly) on the right breast pocket of their tunics 
– possibly an indication of the honorary nature of their 
award. 

     German air force badges were conferred on Hungarian 
pilots towards the end of the Second World War, when there 
was a closer cooperation between the two countries’ air 
forces. The commander of the Royal Hungarian 101st 
Fighter Wing, for example, recommended 19 members of the 
Wing for the award of the German Pilot’s Badge in          
December 1944. The list included names of well-known 
fighter aces such as 1st Lieutenant György v. Debrődy, 2nd 
Lieutenant Lajos v. Tóth, Ensign Dezső v. Szentgyörgyi, and 
Sergeant István v. Fábián, just to pick a few. The German 
Pilot’s Badge can be detected in the portrait of 2nd         
Lieutenant Lajos Vargha, worn together with the German 
Bronze Front Flying Clasp (for Fighters), another German 
badge that was awarded to several members of the Royal 
Hungarian Air Force. On 20 April 1945, for instance, the 
Commander of the German I Flying Corps conferred various 

Croatian Pilot’s Badge 

HUNGARIAN MILITARY 
HISTORY MUSEUM 

SZIKITS PHOTO  

German Pilot’s Badge 

Staff Colonel László Incze, wearing the Croatian 
Pilot’s Badge on the right breast pocket of his tunic. 
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2nd Lt. Lajos Vargha, wearing the German Pilot’s 
Badge and Bronze Front Flying Clasp (for Fighters).  
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grades of the Front Flying Clasp (for Fighters) on 32 pilots 
of the Royal Hungarian 101st Fighter Wing. On that        
occasion, the Gold grade with a Pendant indicating 200 
flown missions was awarded to Captain György v. Debrődy 
and Ensign Dezső v. Szentgyörgyi. Three of the pilots     
received the Gold grade (after 110 front flights), six of them 
the Silver (after 60 missions), and twenty-one of them the 
Bronze grade (representing 20 front flights). In a portrait of 
1st Lieutenant László Máthé, the 12-time ace is also seen 
wearing the German Golden Front Flying Clasp (for      
Fighters) above his medal ribbons. 
     The Parachutist Badge of the Luftwaffe also had its    
Hungarian recipients. Commander of the Royal Hungarian 
1st Parachute Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Zoltán v. Szügyi, 
along with 1st Lieutenant Edömér Tassonyi of the same unit, 
were awarded the German badge by Major General Bernhard 
Ramcke in November 1941, when paying a visit to Parachute 
School III in Braunschweig (see page 10). 

     To complete the list of German military badges conferred 
on the members of the Hungarian Defence Forces, the     
Second World War Badge for the Wounded should also be 
mentioned here. There is photographic evidence that the 
Black grade of the badge, which could be awarded to those 
wounded once or twice, was, for instance, received and worn 
by Corporal Miklós Belkó of the Royal Hungarian 25/II  
Infantry Battalion. The unit he served with was deployed as 
part of the occupation forces in Ukrainian territory in 1943. 
     Although a defeated country by late 1939, even Poland 
was represented on the Hungarian military uniform during 
the Second World War – or at least in 1940. In a picture 
showing the Hungarian epee-fencing champion team of that 
year, 1st Lieutenant (later Major) János Kevei is seen    
wearing the badge of the Polish Central Military School of 
Gymnastics and Sports – an institution in Warsaw that he 
was a teacher of in 1938-1939, preparing Polish fencers for 
the 1940 Olympic Games upon the request of the Polish 
Minister of Defence. He must have been an honorary       

HUNGARIAN MILITARY HISTORY MUSEUM 
SZIKITS PHOTO  

German Bronze Front Flying Clasp (for Fighters) 

German Badge for the Wounded, Black Grade  

HUNGARIAN MILITARY 
HISTORY MUSEUM 

SZIKITS PHOTO  

1st Lt. Máthé in 1945, wearing the Golden Front Flying 
Clasp (for Fighters) and the Bulgarian Pilot’s Badge. 
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Lance Corporal László Varga, of 5/2, later 102/1 
Fighter Squadron (MIA on 11 December 1944).  
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UNIFORMS AND RANK INSIGNIA OF THE RIVER FORCES 
MAGYAR KIRÁLYI  FOLYAMI ERŐK EGYENRUHÁI - RENDFOKOZATI JELZÉSEK 

Company Officer’s Badge 
Csapattiszti jelvény 

III - XI 5 - 8 

1 - 4 

III - XI 1 - 4 

5 - 8 

V - XI 

C C 

C 

Royal Hungarian 
River Forces War Ensign 
A magyar királyi Honvéd 

Folyami erők Hadilobogója 
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GENERAL 
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FŐTÖRZSKAPITÁNY 

LIEUTENANT 
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CAPTAIN 
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recipient of the school badge, just as he was awarded the 5th 
Class of the Order of Polonia Restituta, which can also be 
identified on his breast in the same picture (see page 11). 

     When discussing foreign military badges given to      
Hungarian soldiers, yet another country, Finland should be 
mentioned, although in this case a (non-official) commemo-
rative badge is in focus, that of the 3rd Winter Warfare 
Course, which took place in November-December 1942, in 
Niinisalo, Finland. There were 200 German and 17 Hungar-
ian officers taking part in the course, trained in various   
techniques of winter warfare. The Hungarian officers, all of 

Lieutenant Colonel Zoltán v. Szügyi, Commander of the Royal Hungarian 1st Parachute Battalion, and 1st 
Lieutenant Edömér Tassonyi during their visit to Parachute School III in Braunschweig, in November 1941.  
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Commemorative badge of the 3rd 
Winter Warfare Course in Finland, 1942  

HUNGARIAN MILITARY 
HISTORY MUSEUM 

SZIKITS PHOTO  

Left: Corporal Miklós Belkó of the Royal Hungarian 
25/II Infantry Battalion, wearing the Black Grade of 
the German Badge for the Wounded, complying with 

the German regulations of wear.  
HUNGARIAN MILITARY HISTORY MUSEUM  
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whom were skilled in skiing and spoke German, represented 
the Hungarian army corps, as well as the divisions of the 
Hungarian 2nd Army fighting at the Eastern Front. At the 
end of the course, an enamelled commemorative badge    
portraying the Finnish, German and Hungarian flags was 
distributed among the participants. The badge shown here 
was donated to the Hungarian Military History Museum by 
its original recipient, 2nd Lieutenant Mátyás Eszes of the 
Royal Hungarian 1st Armoured Division’s 3/I Tank         
Battalion. (The letters “WKL” on the obverse of the badge 
stand for Winterkrieglehrgang.) 
     Although the story behind the last badge to be included in 
this article is not yet known, it is worth mentioning that at 
least one officer of the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces 
wore the Bulgarian Infantry Badge on his uniform. In a 1943 
portrait, Lieutenant Colonel József Krasznay, serving at the 
2nd Department of the General Staff, is seen wearing the 
silver version (or 2nd Class) of the Bulgarian badge (a grade 
awarded to officers) on the left breast pocket of his tunic. 
Perhaps there is a relation between the unusual award and the 
fact that its wearer worked for the intelligence (and counter-
intelligence) organisation of the Hungarian military.     
Hopefully, more information will soon come to light        
concerning this “badge mystery.” 

The Hungarian epee-fencing champion team of 1940. Second from left is 1st Lieutenant János Kevei, wearing 
the badge of the Polish Central Military School of Gymnastics and Sports on the left breast pocket of his tunic.  
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Right: Lieutenant Colonel József Krasznay in 1943, 
wearing the Bulgarian Infantry Assault Badge under 

the insignia of the Croatian Order of the Crown of 
King Zvonimir, 2nd Class with Swords.  

HUNGARIAN MILITARY HISTORY MUSEUM  
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NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

 Hungarian Military History Museum curator 
and IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely Pál Sallay’s 

unprecedented work on Second World War 
Hungarian military badges and insignia. 

 

 This massive (2cm x 23.7cm x 33.3cm) 264-page 
full-colour volume is packed with photographs 

and descriptions of qualification badges from the 
various branches-of-service, including pilot’s and 
paratrooper’s wings; divisional insignia, squadron 
badges, and rare prototypes, unofficial emblems 

and commemorative items.   
 

 Rare period photos of Hungarians wearing 
the insignia bring them to life, and prototype 

drawings illustrate the design process. 
 

 Hungarian text with English language 
overview – the official name of each badge is 

also provided in English. 

SEREGSZEMLE FÉMBEN, ZOMÁNCBAN (A PARADE OF METAL) 
 

 Can be ordered directly from the publisher for $49.00 US, plus $40.00 US for registered 
priority shipping.  Payments can be made safely and conveniently via Paypal. 

 

MONARCHIA ÉREMBOLT ÉS KIADÓ  
Budapest, 1037  ·  Lajos u. 40.  ·  Hungary  ·  +36 - 70 - 310-9425 

 

www.monarchiakiado.hu  ·  info@monarchiaerembolt.hu 

Badges are pictured full
-size and in colour, and 
rarely seen period pho-

tographs show their 
regulation wear. 

 

Award documents 
and certificates, along 

with fascinating 
prototype drawings 

make Sallay’s 
A Parade of Metal 

a must for historians, 
collectors and 

enthusiasts interested 
in Hungarian insignia 

and badges of the 
1938-1945 period. 



Established on 14 May 1901, the Hungarian Numismatic Society is a 
non-profit association uniting amateurs and professionals interested in the 
scientific study of numismatics – the universally popular collecting and 

documentation of coins and medals. For over a hundred years, the Society 
has represented the highly regarded principles laid down by its founders. 

     The aim of the Society is the scientific study of numismatics, the promotion of its results, the preser-
vation of Hungarian cultural heritage, as well as the establishment and development of relations between 
people interested in the field. 
     The Society maintains and operates the only public reference library in Hungary, and publishes       
the Numismatic Journal - the only scientific journal of Hungarian numismatics, which is well-known  
and recognised worldwide. Moreover, the Society provides expert’s reports in the field of numismatics, 
and organises regular meetings, lectures, scientific conferences, exhibitions and professional excursions.  
It also operates work groups, has commemorative medals minted, and maintains relations with similar 
societies in Hungary and abroad. 
     The aims of the Society have not changed during the past century, however, being a non-profit       
organisation, its financial situation has become very insecure during the last decade. The economic crisis 
that took place last year had an especially severe influence on Hungary, and has posed a real threat to the 
existence of the Society. Therefore, all organisations and private individuals interested in Hungarian   
numismatics are kindly requested to support this unique institution, and are warmly invited to actively 
take part in the preservation and study of our Hungarian cultural heritage. 

The HNS welcomes new 
members, and gratefully 

accepts donations. 
 

Membership is $30.00 US 
annually and includes the 

Numismatic Journal 
published every second year. 

 

Membership application 
form and details: 

mnt@numizmatika.org 
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     Our website attracts a great deal of 
visitors, and many people inquire 
about where to get replica Hungarian 
Army uniforms for re-enacting.  
IHMHPS member and career soldier 
Joseph Gyokeri has put together a  
fantastic uniform as a tribute to his 
grandfather, and has gladly shares his 
sources and photos: 
     “I’ve been collecting United States 
and Hungarian Army uniforms from 
World War II, as well as badges,   
medals, etc. for a long time.  The only 
original Hungarian items that I have 
belonged to my grandfather - his iden-
tification booklet, metal dog-tag,  
whistle lanyard, and his personal jour-
nal. While I don’t have any of his 
original uniforms or medals, I have all 
of his photographs from the war, and 
using them, I decided to put together a 
display to recreate what his uniform would have looked like.  
With much help and advice from John Hajnal, I found a firm 
called Schipperfabrik Historical Reproductions: 

www.schipperfabrik.com 
     The company manufactures very nice reproduction     
military uniforms using high quality wool. 
     It took about four months for my uniform to be custom-
made and shipped (the company only creates the uniforms 

and does not supply 
badges or buttons).  I 
had to look else-
where for those, and 
the first place I look 
is the popular online 
auction, eBay.  Au-
thentic World War II 
items are costly, no 
matter what, but   
fortunately I found 
reproduction white 
plastic stars to use 
for the rank insignia 
on the collar. The 
brown soutache 
braid that that sur-
rounds the collar 
patches seemed im-
possible to find,  
until a year ago, 
when I came across 
a website selling it in 
every color imagin-
able.  I used red sou-

tache on the front of the cap and tan 
for the triangular NCO sleeve badge, 
and common felt (found in any craft or 
fabric store) for the epaulettes, collar 
patches, sleeve badge, határvadász 
breast badge, and the cap side-badge.  
The Border Guard breast badge and 
cap insignia are near impossible to find 
these days so I made those myself.  
The horn on the cap badge was a re-
production I found on eBay, and I had 
to look in several craft stores to find 
the numbers “68” to fit inside it.  Peter 
Czink helped me by making beautiful 
reproduction enlisted buttons and a 
reproduction cockade for my hat out of 
plastic resin. The belt is an original 
from WW II, and the boots are repro-
duction WW II American - the closest 
I could find to Hungarian ones. I 
would like to add that I became quite 

good at sewing after I completed this project!  I had a lot of 
fun putting the uniform together, and it is a great conversa-
tion starter!” 
     Joseph works almost full time with the Massachusetts 
Army National Guard, and graduated from the 18-month-
long U.S. Army helicopter flight school located at Fort 
Rucker, Alabama this past September.  Currently he is 1st 
Lieutenant, and flies the Sikorsky HH-60M Blackhawk heli-
copter as part of the 
Nat ional  Guard 
(Detachment 1, C 
Company Air Ambu-
lance, 3rd Battalion, 
126th Aviation Regi-
ment). The helicop-
ters are configured as 
medical evacuation 
(MEDEVAC) air-
craft with the mission 
of airlifting the 
wounded from the 
combat zone to medi-
cal support facilities.  
His unit is scheduled 
to deploy to Iraq in 
the autumn of this 
year. I think that 
J o e ’ s  g r a n d m a 
clearly approves of 
his uniform, and we 
all wish him a safe 
and speedy return 
from his tour of duty. 

Another Tribute from Joe Gyokeri 
 

  

Courtesy of Joseph Gyokeri Joe’s grandfather. Joe and his grandmother. 
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THE HUNGARIAN CROWN GUARD 
ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOUR HELP 

The Hungarian Crown Guard Association is looking for historical 
information, copies of documents, and photographs relating to the Crown Guard, 

the Holy Crown of Hungary, the Szent Jobb and the 1938 Golden Train. 
 

Many things were taken from Hungary following WW II, and the Association would 
be very grateful for information about any material that may be unknown to them. 

In association 
with the  

INTERNATIONAL 
HUNGARIAN MILITARY 

HISTORY PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY 

www.NewFront.ca 

www.koronaorseg.hu 



www.hm-him.hu 


