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A note from the Editor 

A portrait of then Colonel Gyula Bauer de Krupiec and an example of the 

Order of the Iron Crown III Class with Swords and War Decoration. 

Our back cover is a duplication of the front, with Yiddish text. 

     I don’t believe that any particular race, colour or creed of soldier is braver than any 

other – in fact, be it ally or enemy, bravery is equally rare the world over. I don’t think 

it’s appropriate to distinguish groups of fighting men according to their race or beliefs, 

however, in the case of the Jewish-Hungarian soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 

an exception can legitimately be made.  Most nations pay tribute to their World War I 

veterans, especially following that “war to end all wars,” but Hungary was one of the 

countries which chose to marginalize the martial contributions of its Jewish citizens. In 

retrospect, stripping rank and benefits from Jewish-Hungarian servicemen could be seen 

as one of the least offensive aspects of a pogrom - but it has left a sad and significant      

historical void, not only for historians, but for any interested descendants of Jewish-

Hungarian veterans as well. 

     Not long ago, I added a very special antiquarian book to my collection: A Magyar 

Hadviselt Zsidók Aranyalbuma (The Jewish-Hungarian Veterans’ Golden Album).         

I have written before about how much I value my old Hungarian Veterans’ Movement 

almanacs, and this piece is exactly similar – an enormous volume, full of images of  

bemedaled tunics, old-fashioned Hungarian moustaches, and thrilling military biogra-

phies. Many of the men featured also wore the uniform of the Hungarian Veterans’ 

Movement; all of them were Jewish.  I can only imagine what happened to these people, 

knowing the fate that awaited so many Hungarian Jews, and it breaks my heart that their 

rank and service would later be disregarded, their medals forgotten. 

     The Gold Bravery Medal was Austria-Hungary’s highest 

valour award for NCOs and men (and one of the highest for 

officers).  Of the approximately 1500 awarded, 180 were 

given to Jewish-Hungarians (their names are on pages        

8 – 11).  Seventy-two Jewish-Hungarian officers won the 

Order of the Iron Crown III Class.  A great number of other 

medals and decorations were awarded to Jewish-Hungarian  

soldiers: 2 men received three Large Silver Bravery Medals each;   

45 won two each; 31 veterans were given one Large Silver Bravery Medal and two 

Small Silver Bravery Medals each; 128 received one Large, one Small Silver Bravery 

Medal and a Bronze Bravery Medal each; 201 were awarded both the Large and Small 

Silver Medals; 32 received a Large Silver and a Bronze, and 437 frontline fighters were 

awarded one Large Silver Bravery Medal.  These are just some of the decorations     

received by Jewish-Hungarian soldiers during World War I. 

     I asked IHMHPS member and expert on the Jewish-Hungarian contribution to the 

First World War, Ákos Bíró, to write something for the Magyar Front about this      

subject, and you will see that he has shared some enlightening material with us.  It is my 

most sincere hope that this issue of the Magyar Front will help not only from an       

educational perspective, but will also play a part in shedding an intolerance that,       

unfortunately, still exists today. 

Our Cover 
P.Cz. 

 

 
Ribbon bars for the four grades of the Bravery Medal 

(Emperor Francis Joseph) and the Officer’s (I Class) 

Large Silver Bravery Medal (Emperor Charles). 
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Portrait of a Hungarian Hero - continued on next page... 

General 

Gyula Bauer 

de Krupiec 

“A thousand medals 

be laid on the 

chests of a thousand 

heroes, a golden 

laurel of glory 

be laid on your 

battle flag!” 

by Ákos Bíró 

BÍRÓ COLLECTION 
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     It is my honour to introduce our readers one of our finest World War I. heroes, General Gyula Bauer de Krupiec. I write 

this article with respect and pride, and it is my wish that his meritorious life and excellent conduct will never be forgotten. 

     He was born into a religious Jewish-Hungarian family of Tata, Komárom County, on the 25th of August, 1862. The     

family mainly dealt with local commerce, and had extended roots in Hungary and Southern Poland (near Krakow), which was 

part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the time.  Bauer's father immigrated to Hungary shortly before his son was born.   

Religion was very important to the family - General Bauer was one of those Jewish-Hungarian regimental commanders who 

never left tradition behind.  In fact, Bauer was well-known to ensure the preservation of Jewish tradition and rituals even on 

the frontline among the Jewish soldiers of the 44th Imperial and Royal Erherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment. 

     He was married to Erzsébet Kiss, (the daughter of the famous Jewish-Hungarian poet, József Kiss) in 1911. Bauer knew 

the famous poet for years, and they had developed a good relationship through Hungarian and German language correspon-

dence. Bauer himself was an amateur poet, and some of his poems were reviewed by Kiss. It is interesting that Major Bauer, 

then still a single officer with a very promising career, was invited to meet Erzsébet for the first time in January of 1911.    

She had fallen in love with the charming major, and despite the fact that Bauer was far older, they were already engaged in 

May.  The couple’s only child, Sára Bauer, was born in 1917. According to their later personal correspondence, Bauer was a 

good and solicitous father, but unfortunately the marriage went bad due to the long time they spent separated during the war.   

They divorced in 1919. 

     Gyula Bauer’s military career started in 1882, when he joined the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Regiment as an officer 

cadet.  He spent twenty-five years with this unit, serving in different positions as a junior officer; he was also the Hungarian 

language instructor of the multi-national officer corps of the regiment. Bauer was a very talented marksman and horse-rider, 

and won numerous awards in different military sport competitions. Captain Bauer was promoted to Major in 1910, and had 

been temporarily attached to the Imperial and Royal 68th Infantry Regiment. He joined the Imperial and Royal 44th          

Erzherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment in 1914, at the beginning of the war, with the rank of a lieutenant-colonel. 

     Until the beginning of the Great War, Lt. Colonel Bauer was awarded the following medals: the Military Jubilee Medal for 

the Members of the Armed Forces (1898), Officer’s Military Service Cross  III Class (1907), Military Jubilee Cross for the 

Members of the Armed Forces (1908) and the Balkan Wars Mobilisation Cross (1913) 

     He was promoted to full colonel in 1915, and at the same time he became the commanding colonel of the regiment. The 

regiment’s soldiers adored Bauer - they were proud to serve under his command. Bauer was also very much proud of his men, 

or “villains” from Somogy County, and often used their nickname, Rosseb affectionately (based on the infamously impolite 

language of soldiers, they were widely called the “Rosseb Regiment” - rosseb is a difficult to translate Hungarian word, 

Previous page: A portrait of young First Lieutenant Bauer above his military medals and 

decorations.  Below: Colonel Bauer stands to the right of Archduke Joseph on the Italian Front. 

BÍRÓ COLLECTION 
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loosely meaning “damned” in English). He fought along with his soldiers in the trenches, in the worst battles of Galicia and 

the Italian front, and received the Emperor Charles’ Troops’ Cross, along with the Medal for the Wounded, for two wounds. 

His soldiers returned this devotion, and they highly favoured their beloved commander - his name occurs in soldier’s songs as 

well.  Here is an example, written by Sergeant (szakaszvezető) Pál Felber, member of the 44th Regiment, in 1915 (translated 

from the original Hungarian at right): 

Above: Colonel Bauer and other officers on the Serbian frontline. 

Whenever His Majesty stares at the field map, 

He weeps while thinking of his Hungarian soldiers, 

He orders us to plant our flag on the shores of the Ikwa, 

So it is easier to find the soldiers of the 44th IR. 

 

Far away, near the Ikwa River, the “Damned” attack 

Guns boom, mortars roar under thunder and lightening, 

The “Damned” are unmatched on the battlefield, 

A thousand dead “Ruskies” is the price the enemy has paid. 

 

Our Colonel Bauer wrote in his command: 

“‘The Damned’ are the first in the battle the world over, 

A thousand medals be laid on the chests of a thousand heroes, 

A golden laurel of glory be laid on your battle flag!” 

     Bauer always remained religious – a devoted Jew during his whole life, even in the days spent on the frontline with his 

soldiers, whom he led with the same enthusiasm and loyalty.  He did not discriminate by race or religion, and to him there 

were only good or bad soldiers - and his men were among the finest of the Hungarian units. 

     Bauer's professionalism as a leader was often acknowledged by his supreme commanders - even by His Majesty the King.  

Colonel Bauer was ennobled in 1917, and allowed to use the “noble” title and the “krupiec” prefix in his name, as it was   

decreed in his original diploma of nobility: 

     “We, Charles the First, by grace of God, Emperor of Austria, and the Fourth Apostolic King of Hungary, bearing this 

name; according to our decision dated in the year of 1917, on the 30th day of the Month of the Pentacost, we consider him 

eligible to be one of our nobles, belonging to the peerage of our Hungary and its territories, allowing him to bear the 

Ő Felsége ha rátekint a tábori térképre, 

könnyes szemmel büszkén gondol a sok magyar vitézre, 

zászlót tűzet ki az Ikva partjára,  

így könnyebben rátalál a negyvennégyes bakára. 

 

Messze fönt az Ikva mentén rossebb baka hurrázik, 

puska ropog, ágyú dörög, s rémségesen villámlik, 

a rossebbnek a harctéren nincs párja,  

minden egyes ütközetnek ezer muszka az ára. 

 

A Bauer ezredes úr megírta a parancsba, 

hogy a rossebb a világon a legelső a harcba 

ezer érem ezer vitéz mellére, arany babérkoszorú 

a zászlótok tetejére. 

BÍRÓ COLLECTION 
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praedicatum ‘krupieci.’” 

     The 44th Regiment fought one of its toughest and most successful battles under the command of Colonel Bauer in early 

September, 1915, near the Polish village of Krupiec. It was customary to allow soldiers to receive Hungarian nobility if they 

were Hungarian citizens, but in this case the title came from a foreign country, where the honour was earned. 

     A fine example of the smooth cooperation between the commander and his soldiers, Bauer would lead his troops back to 

their home garrison in full marching order. As the commander of the 44th Regiment and the 62nd Infantry Brigade, they   

returned to Kaposvár (Somogy County) in full regimental order with all of their equipment. After the brief Communist regime 

of 1919, Colonel Bauer retired from the active service, but in 1921 he was promoted to General by Admiral Miklós Horthy, 

Regent of the Kingdom of Hungary. Along with General Márton Zöld de Sióagárd, they were the only Jewish colonels who 

were promoted to the rank of general by Horthy.  During the war, Colonel Bauer received the following Orders and Medals: 

the Imperial Austrian Order of the Iron Crown with the War Decoration and Swords, III Class (1915), Military Merit Cross 

with War Decoration and Swords, III Class (1916), Bronze Military Merit Medal on War Ribbon with Swords (1917),       

Officer's Military Service Cross, II Class, 1917, Emperor Charles’ Troops’ Cross (1917), Medal for the Wounded (for two 

wounds) (1918). 

     After the war Bauer also received the Hungarian, Austrian, and Bulgarian WW I Commemorative Medals for Combatants. 

After 1920, and his honourable discharge from active service, he became the president of the 44th Infantry Regiment Veter-

ans’ Society. He contributed one of the most important legacies of the association - after years of hard work, a very well-

written regimental history was published in 1937, authored by Colonels Géza Kurtz and Géza v. Kristófy. Bauer remained 

very active during the few years of peace, and his presence at several memorials and other gatherings is well documented.  He 

gave a fine speech at the unveiling of the 44th Regiment’s memorial in Kaposvár, and attended several ballets in connection 

with the 44th Regiment and its locality, the city of Kaposvár and the counties of Somogy and Tolna. His war wounds caused 

several problems from the early 1920s, and as he aged, he often complained to Sára Bauer that he couldn’t walk due to serious  

pain in his feet (Sára became a private yoga teacher and therapist by the mid-thirties). General Bauer died at the age of 80, and 

thankfully he never saw how the Second World War affected Hungary, and Hungarian Jewry. He was buried in the Jewish 

section of Farkasréti Cemetery in Budapest, and his tombstone is decorated with the battle cry of his beloved soldiers: Előre 

(forward), Rosseb!   
Below:  Bauer takes part in a Roman Catholic field service 

in a wooden chapel with his soldiers.  Left: A dramatic, enamelled 

cap badge for the 44th Infantry Regiment.  Right: Another 

“Rosseb” regimental cap badge decorated with a bayonet and 

the slogan Csak Előre (Only Forward). 

BÍRÓ COLLECTION 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

 Hungarian Military History Museum curator 

and IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely Pál Sallay’s 

new book on Austro-Hungarian cap badges 

of the First World War. 
 

This (1.5cm x 19.5cm x 25cm) 182-page 

full-colour volume is full of detailed images of the 

numerous cap badges that were so popular with 

WW I soldiers.  The array of insignia range from 

the sombre to the breathtaking, and Sallay’s new 

work isn’t simply a documentation of badges – 

he also explains the protocol for wearing them, 

features their manufacturers and designers, and 

even presents examples of cap badge enthusiasts 

who accumulated their collections during the 

First World War.  
 

 The text is in Hungarian, however, the book is so 

richly illustrated, anyone interested in the period’s 

insignia and iconography will be sure to enjoy it. 

MINDENT A HAZÁÉRT! (EVERYTHING FOR THE HOMELAND!) 
 

Első világháborús osztrák-magyar katonai alakulat- és emlékjelvények 

(First World War Austro-Hungarian Military Unit and Commemorative Badges) 
 

Please contact IHMHPS headquarters for ordering information! 

Badges are 

pictured in colour, 

and cover all of the 

Austro-Hungarian 

branches-of-service. 
 

Patriotic pins, rare 

insignia from the 

navy and air force, 

pages from period 

catalogues, and 

related ephemera 

are only a few of the 

areas covered in 

Mindent a hazáért! 

(Everything for 

the Homeland!) 
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Sándor Ádler 

Béla Alexander 

Jakab Arató 

Jakab Auspitz 

Ferenc Bach 

Benő Balogh 

Samu Bauer 

Dezső Baumann 

Henrik Baumann 

Oszkár Beer 

Árpád Benyovits 

Mózes Benkő 

Manó Beregi 

Imre Berényi 

Miksa Berger 

Rudolf Berger 

Sámuel Berger 

Manó Biedermann 

József Bihari 

Árpád Biringer 

Károly Bőhm 

Ignác Bokor 

Jewish-Hungarian Recipients 

of the Gold Bravery Medal 

JEWISH-HUNGARIAN VETERANS’ GOLDEN ALBUM 

GOLD BRAVERY MEDAL - BÍRÓ COLLECTION 
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Árpád Dancinger 

Ferenc Déri 

Ferenc Deutsch 

Jenő Deutsch 

Hermann Ditz 

József Eckstein 

Ignác Élő 

György Endresz 

Dr. Géza Engelmann 

Henrik Engelmann 

Gyula Ernst 

Márton Fekete 

Dr. Sándor Fenyő 

Jenő Feuer 

Frigyes Fischer 

Lajos Fischer 

Lipót Fischer 

Izidor Fischl 

Leó Fleischhacker 

Izsó Flohn 

Ferenc Földesi 

Alajos Frankl 

Arnold Friedländer 

Arnold Friedmann 

Béla Fritsch 

Dávid Fuhrmann 

N. Fürst 

Aladár Galambos 

Tibor Glass 

Arnold Goldberger 

Dr. Leó Gottlieb 

Alfréd Grósz 

Dezső Grósz 

Mihály Grósz 

Jenő Groszmann 

Lipót Grün 

Sándor Grűnbaum 

Viktor Grünfeld 

Arnold Gyöngyösi 

Sándor Harmat 

Ervin Hasenfeld 

Gergely Halmos 

Rezső Havas 

Jakab Held 

Hermann Heller 

Ferenc Herczog 

Dezső Hermann 

Jakab Hirsch 

Pál Hirschler 

Béla Hofstätter 

Dr. Zsigmond Horn 

Dr. Sándor Hun 

MAGYAR HADVISELT ZSIDÓK ARANYALBUMA 
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Róbert Hölczel 

Jenő Jellinek 

Dr. József Jellinek 

Dr. Márton Kálmán 

Ferenc Kardos 

Samu Kardos 

Elek Kelecsényi 

Ernő Kellermann 

Gyula Kemény 

Dr. Sándor Kerekes 

Imre Kertész 

Sándor Kertész 

László (Klein) Kis 

Sámuel Kis 

Ádám Klein 

Arthur Klein 

Ferenc Klein 

Fülöp Klein 

Iszó Klein 

Jenő Klein 

Miksa Klein 

Dr. Zoltán Klein 

Adolf Kohn 

Géza Kohn 

György Krausz 

Lajos Krausz 

Sámuel Krausz 

Zsigmond Krausz 

Sándor Kurländer 

Sándor Ladányi 

Lajos Láng 

Artur Lefkovics 

Jakab Leibl 

Jakab Leopold 

Rezső Lewith 

Lajos Lőwy 

Sándor Lukács 

Henrik Mandl 

Sándor Márkusz 

Izsó Mann 

József Mann 

Vilmos Mauks 

Emil Mayer 

Dezső Miklós 

Béla Molnár 

Károly Müller 

Frigyes Neumann 

Ferenc Offner 

András Ohler 

Albert Pap 

Zsigmond Pápa 

Sándor Pollák 

JEWISH-HUNGARIAN VETERANS’ GOLDEN ALBUM 
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József (Fried) Pongrácz 

Emil Popper 

Árpád Preisz 

Izsó Raáb 

Jenő (Reich) Ráksai 

Viktor Rechnitz 

Gyula Reif 

Árpád Reisz 

Arnold Reisinger 

Vilmos Révész 

Ferenc Róna 

János Róna 

Ede Róth 

Ferenc Ruider 

Jenő Seile 

Jenő Serényi 

Imre Sicher 

Márton Singer 

Gyula Spitzer 

Vilmos Spierer 

Ignác Stadt 

Adolf Stein 

Jenő Steiner 

Adorján Stella 

László Stern 

Béla Strausz 

Miklós Sugár 

Dezső Schapira 

Ignác Scheimovits 

Ferenc Schlesinger 

Mihály Schőnberger 

Gábor Schulz 

Arthur Schwartz 

Dezső Schwartz 

József Schwartz 

Gyula Szabó 

Mór Szép 

István Szerdai 

Dr. József Takács 

Miksa Tauber 

Árpád Traub 

Manó Vályi 

Dr. Rezső Vajda 

Dr. Béla Várkonyi 

Géza Weinberger 

Pál Weinstein 

Mór Wellisch 

Ernő Weisz 

Jenő Weisz 

Márkus Weisz 

Lipót Witz 

Márton Zelmanovics 

MAGYAR HADVISELT ZSIDÓK ARANYALBUMA 
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      There is an old saying, that in the middle of a battle, everybody finds his own way to God, no matter which religion he 

belongs to. In this regard, there is no difference between János Kovács, who is asking Jesus Christ to forgive his sins, and 

Salamon Schwartz, who is praying for Adonai Tzevaot. They were equal in the trenches, and in the end, they both believed in 

one god as well. 

     Field-Marshall Archduke Joseph August wrote to Miksa Szabolcsi, editor of the Jewish-Hungarian periodical Egyenlőség: 

“I have seen myself that many of the finest heroes are Hungarian Jews...”  Hungarian Jewry definitely took part in the Great 

War, and they were enlisted en masse into the units of the Imperial and Royal Armed Forces, as well as the Royal Hungarian 

Honvéd Army. Just as any other Christian or Muslim soldier, they too, needed spiritual assistance while serving. During 

peacetime, no military rabbis were officially employed by the armed forces of Austria-Hungary, but each garrison kept in 

contact with the local rabbis, and whatever support was necessary was provided by the nearby Jewish communities. When the 

war broke out, this comfortable solution was no longer adequate, as the army needed to provide spiritual leadership for their  

Jewish soldiers on the frontlines.  

     The presence of military rabbis in Austria-Hungary dates back to the 1848-1849 War of Independence.  Around eighteen-

thousand Jews fought in the Honvéd Army, and were looked after by local rabbis who volunteered to join the army, as none 

were officially appointed. The one and only official field-rabbi was Ignác Einhorn, who was appointed by General György 

Klapka, Commander of the Fortress of Komárom, on the 11th of September, 1849. After the fall of that uprising, Hungarian 

Jews were enlisted to the Imperial Army, and their needs were once again supported by local civilian rabbis. 

     This system remained so until the beginning of the First World War, although serious changes were implemented in the 

structure of the military chaplaincy after 1867. The territory of Austria-Hungary was divided into seventeen military districts, 

each district being one army corps. Later the border military districts of Upper Austria and Pétervárad were abolished, and  

the dual-monarchy consisted of only fifteen military districts. Later, an additional one was added, after the  occupation of  

Bosnia and Herzegovina. A military chaplain was appointed to each district, or to each army corps, and the  sixteen military 

chaplains and one full-time field-mufti were headed by an apostolic field-vicar. At the time of war, he was the leader of the 

chaplains of the national armies as well, however, a separate chaplaincy (Magyar Királyi Honvédlelkészet) was created for the 

Rabbis in the Austro-Hungarian Armed Forces 

Religious service of the 44th Infantry Regiment on the Russian Front.  

The field-rabbi stands next to the unit’s commander, Colonel Gyula Bauer de Krupiec. 

MAGYAR HADVISELT ZSIDÓK ARANYALBUMA 



Royal Hungarian Honvédség, and the Imperial-Royal Landwehr / Imperial-Royal Land-

wehrgeistlichkeit as well. The Roman Catholic apostolic field-vicar – practically a bishop - 

was the commander-in-chief of the whole structure, and commanded the Protestant      

chaplains, the field-muftis, and the field-rabbis as well. After 1849, until 1914, there were 

no officially appointed field-rabbis at all, except for the short period during the wars in 

1866, when, as per the orders of the Emperor, two rabbis were nominated as Feldprediger - 

field-preachers to the Northern and Southern fronts.  

     In case of Hungary, according to the Law of the Armed Forces, (paragraph 29), every rabbi, 

graduating from the rabbinical seminary of Budapest or Pozsony, was allowed to apply for 

field-rabbi in reserve status, if they had the following qualifications: 

      · Possessed at least cum laude level degree 

      · Were younger than forty years of age 

      · Led a morally unquestionable life 

      · Had Hungarian citizenship and good command of Hungarian language 

      · Were physically fit 

      · Served at least three years of active duty as a civilian rabbi 

      In July 1914, there were eleven field-rabbis with reserve status 

within the Royal Hungarian Honvédség, and were called to active duty       

immediately at the beginning of the war. Their numbers later          

increased, and during 1914–1918 conflict, a total of eighteen rabbis 

served within the Honvédség (although there were never more than 

thirteen serving at one time). 

     The Imperial and Royal Army was roughly ten times bigger than 

the Honvédség, so the KuK Israelitische Militaerseelsorge (Imperial and 

Royal Israelite Military Chaplaincy) naturally needed more rabbis.   At the 

beginning of the WW I there were only nine field-rabbis in reserve   belonging 

to the army, but this number was later increased. The army also needed so-called 

assistant field-rabbis (enlisted rabbis without field-rabbi in  reserve status), and 

finally in 1918 there were twenty appointed field-rabbis, and 56 assistant   

field-rabbis in the Imperial and Royal Army, making a total of ninety-four 

field-rabbis serving with the Austro-Hungarian Army during the war. All of 

them received 9th grade officer status, making them equivalent to captains, 

however, rank insignia was not worn on their collars (three golden stars) but 

rather on their sleeves in the form of three stripes. 

     Field-rabbis provided spiritual support to soldiers during times of war, assist-

ing them with religious services on high holidays, wherever and whenever they 

were called upon. They held funeral speeches, supported the officer corps in 

keeping up the soldiers’ morale, and also supported the families of the fallen 

heroes. They had a number of administrative duties as well - issuing death, and 

sometimes marriage certificates, and assisting the censors of the field postal 

services in case of letters and postcards written in Yiddish, or occasionally    

Hebrew. 

     One of the important holidays of Judaism is the Shabbat. During wartime, 

especially on the frontline, the religious prohibition of work and usage of fire 

was understandably abolished, as the rabbis all agreed that in that case the rule of 

pikuach nefesh, (saving a soul) precedes certain taboos of Shabbat. Considering 

the relatively small number of rabbis in both the Imperial and Royal Army and 

the Honvédség, it was virtually impossible to ensure the presence of a rabbi on 

every welcoming of Shabbat on Friday evenings, however, that was not       

necessarily required. The Jewish custom allowed, and still allows, capable and 

wise men to lead the prayers, along with ten or more Jewish soldiers present (as 

prescribed in the bible). 

A Honvéd rabbi in field uniform (1916-1918).  

This illustration, by Győző Somogyi, is from his and 

Zoltán Barcy’s book Királyért és Hazáért.  Mr. Somogyi 

kindly let the Magyar Front publish his drawing.  All of the 

originals from his books are preserved in the arts collection 

of the Hungarian Military History Institue and Museum. 
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     The rabbis regularly visited troops on the highest holidays, and 

behind the lines, services were held in the synagogues and shuls 

of occupied territories, or if stone-built holy places were not  

available, the soldiers themselves created wooden synagogues 

(especially on the Italian and the Balkan fronts). On the Northern 

front, where Jewish presence was notable everywhere in the    

occupied lands, this was not necessary, as it is well-documented 

that local Jewish communities, who were pleased to assist and 

support the Austro-Hungarian forces in Galicia and the occupied 

parts of Russia, were very keen to welcome Jewish soldiers      

and officers.  

     Another important pillar of Judaism is the kashrut - the Jewish 

dietary laws. Needless to say, the complex rules and rituals were 

very difficult to follow in the trenches, although it was common 

that most orthodox soldiers would rather go hungry than eat treif 

(non-kosher) food. The field-rabbis helped as much as possible to 

provide kosher food, but generally these rituals were also       

abolished during the time of war. In certain cases, a Jewish    

shakter, a ritual butcher, was pressed into service with regiments 

that had considerable numbers of Jewish soldiers, such as the 11th 

(Munkács) and the 12th (Szatmárnémeti - Máramarossziget)    

Honvéd Infantry Regiments. On the feast of Pesach, when Jews 

may not own, eat or benefit from chometz during Passover; 

(chometz is made from one of five types of grain, and combined 

with water is left to stand for longer than eighteen minutes.   

Regular bread, or any similar product, which were staple foods for 

soldiers, are not allowed to be eaten or even touched for the eight 

days of Passover), so rabbis were allowed to organise the         

production of matzo (unleavened bread) for those soldiers who 

needed it.  

     Field-rabbis were also responsible for the spiritual assistance of 

captured Jews of enemy nations. Large numbers of Jewish       

soldiers became POWs in Austria-Hungary, most of them from 

the Russian Army. As per the reports of Egyenlőség, Jewish-

Russian POWs celebrated the birthday of the king in the POW 

Camp near Esztergom-Kenyérmező, and prayed for king and   

fatherland from the Hungarian/Hebrew bilingual prayer book, which was distributed among them by the field-rabbis. 

     As most of the field-rabbis held civilian positions somewhere in Austria-Hungary, they corresponded with their           

communities, families, and with local notables, including editors of newspapers, etc. Many of them published articles, some-

times on a regular basis, in several periodicals, writing about the horrors of war, and the heroism of their Jewish comrades. 

The “rabbis in uniform” became famous, and articles were published about the most popular ones, such as Dr. Samuel     

Lemberger, who served during the bloodiest battles in Galicia, and was present at the breakthrough near Gorlice.  

     Dr. Lemberger was a civilian rabbi in Pozsony-Szentgyörgy, and he became one of the most decorated field-rabbis of the 

Royal Hungarian Honvédség. He applied for a field-rabbi in reserve position after graduating from the rabbinical seminar of 

Pozsony, and his request was accepted, leading to Lemberger’s appointment to the 39th Honvéd Infantry Division on May 1st, 

1910. Commanders of this famous division were Lt. General Imre Hadffy de Livno, and from 1916, Major-General Balázs 

Dáni de Gyarmata. Dr. Lemberger went to the Northern front with the division on August 1st, 1914, according to his files in 

the Hungarian military archives, and he took part in several battles in Galicia in 1914, 1915, and 1916; while in 1917 he was 

sent to Transylvania. His supreme commanders described him in his personal file as follows: 

      “He has a self-determined, strong personality. Very well educated, fine-mannered chaplain. He can work easily by him-

self, absolutely indefatigable and tireless. He supported his fellows with spiritual services in the middle of strong enemy fire, 

and has proven calmness and personal bravery under these circumstances. As a field-rabbi, he has outstandingly qualified 

himself in every possible way, the soldiers have great trust in him. Among the officer corps, he is a very popular comrade.” 

     The above was written and signed by Colonel Béla Balassa, divisional chief-of-staff. Dr. Lemberger was awarded with the 

following orders and medals during his service: Knight’s Cross of the Order of Franz Joseph on the ribbon of the Military 

Merit Cross with Swords, Golden Merit Cross with Crown on the ribbon of the Military Merit Cross, Military Jubilee Cross 

1908, Officer’s Badge of Honour of the Red Cross with War Decoration and Emperor Charles’ Troops’ Cross. 

      Dr. Lemberger was one of only ninety-four brave rabbis who served as true successors of the Maccabees, and embodied 

genuine Hungarian virtue and excellence. 
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