
Z
E

ID
L

E
R

 C
O

L
L

E
C

T
IO

N
 

SUMMER 2009 VOLUME XI, ISSUE 3 

PAGE 8 - ROYAL HUNGARIAN UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA - PART III 



     We have received excellent news from our Honorary President, Lt. General Dr. 

Holló.  After discussions with Dr. Imre Szekeres, the Hungarian Minister of Defence, it 

has been decided that George Hennessy’s father Bandi (see the Magyar Front, Winter 

2009), will be awarded the Honvédelemért Kitüntető Cím, or National Defence Cross of 

Merit, for his role in protecting the lives of many of his fellow Hungarians.  I am very 

grateful for the progressive kindness and generosity of General Holló and Dr. Szekeres; 

and as I am sure you all are, I am very proud of Mr. Hennessy.   

     On another note of pride and gratitude, I would like to mention the recent work of 

Sergey Slakaev – now our IHMHPS Russian Federation Vice-President.  Sergey is a 

very keen and capable enthusiast, and spends considerable time studying Hungarian 

military history in Siberia, where he currently resides.  We have had many discussions 

about the difficulty in finding accessible material on the subject in English (and in   

Russian), and he is among 

many people around the 

world who have found our 

website and publications 

useful. 

     He has told me of many 

Russians who are also     

interested (and has even 

mentioned a Second World 

War Hungarian army re-

enactment group in Russia), 

but who do not speak either 

English or Hungarian. 

    Because of this, Sergey 

recently has taken it upon 

himself, on his own initia-

tive, to translate entire issues 

of the  Magyar Front into 

Russian (which will soon be 

available on our website). 

     Sergey’s work is truly 

inspirational, and it is also 

remarkably refreshing assur-

ance of our movement     

forward, and of international 

friendship and camaraderie.  

He has also made himself 

available to answer any   

Russian language inquiries.  

Thank you Sergey! 
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The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Front-Line 

Fighter’s Association, and was 
published from the early 1930s until the 

end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 

Our Cover: 

     The original photograph reproduced on our cover bears the simple inscription 

“József 1937” on its reverse, and the veteran remains unidentified. We can tell,        

however, that he was a former officer, and at the time the picture was taken, he had a 

leadership role in the Hungarian Frontline Fighters’ Association. 

     The white backing to the cross-strap of his belt denotes that he held a position within 

the national leadership.  His helmet badge still has a dark coloured background, most 

probably red, which indicates leadership at a local level.  It may be that at the time, he 

had not yet updated the insignia on his helmet.  The spray of oak leaves that decorate 

the side of his headgear is traditionally worn by Hungarian frontline soldiers. 

     He has been awarded the Imperial Austrian Order of Franz Joseph, Knight’s Cross 

on War Ribbon (most likely with swords); two Military Merit Medals on War Ribbons 

(most likely Silver and Bronze); Red Cross Badge of Honour, II Class with War    

Decoration; Emperor Charles’ Troops’ Cross; Medal for the Wounded; Hungarian 

World War I Commemorative Medal with Swords and Helmet; 1908 Military Jubilee 

Cross; and the 1912-1913 Commemorative Cross.  The last two medals are unidentified. 

 



3 

     The “felt helmet” of the Hungarian Frontline Fighters’ 

Association is a unique type of military headgear that clearly 

identifies the Hungarian veteran of bygone days.  This    

ubiquitous item of kit was a standard part of the frontharcos 

uniform, and although a traditional field cap was also worn 

by veterans for everyday use, the helmet came to symbolize 

the Hungarian ex-servicemen of the interwar and World War 

II period. 

     It was modelled after the steel helmet of the First 

World War, and either purposely designed, or because of 

manufacturing challenges, the felt helmet ended up 

taking on a somewhat more streamlined appear-

ance – the sharp lines and ventilation lugs 

of its predecessor were omitted, and it bore 

decoration traditionally used on softer head-

wear.  Today, some people find its appearance 

odd – almost reminiscent of civilian felt hats, 

however, to the discriminating enthusiast, it is clear 

that it represents nothing other than a frontline, combat    

helmet.  The sentiment that influenced its design and accep-

tance by the veterans is quite poignant, as it represents a time 

when the material it was made from no longer needed to 

ward off shrapnel, yet it was an extremely effective and visi-

ble tribute to the Hungarian soldier. 

     Initially, the design of the association’s headgear was 

debated, and the question of what the members would 

wear remained unanswered until 1932.  Until that point, 

veterans who joined the early movement wore their 

former World War I caps, or had new ones privately 

made.  Hunting hats – the green felt “alpine hats” or 

fedoras, were also popular. 

     One of the first official mentions of the headgear 

question is found in the December 1, 1931 issue 

of the Magyar Front, and states that the question 

of whether a cap or a hat will be used had not yet 

been resolved by the committee looking into 

the matter. In March of 1932, it was        

decided, for the purpose of uniformity, that 

the official hat should be a “green felt    

hunting hat, decorated with khaki cords, the 

association’s badge and provided with a chin strap.” 

     The March 28, 1933 issue of the Magyar Front           

announced a new type of headgear.  A green felt hat in the 

shape of a helmet, rather than the hunting variety.  Members 

were allowed to wear the old hunting hat until it needed to be 

The Frontline Fighter’s Felt Helmet 
by Peter Czink and Dr. Ajtony Virágh 

Felt helmet of a local 

leader of the Frontline 

Fighters’ Association who 

was an officer during the 

First World War 

Felt helmet of a national 

leader of the Frontline 

Fighters’ Association who 

was an officer during the 

First World War 

CZINK COLLECTION 

CZINK COLLECTION 

Continued on next page... 



replaced, or, it could be re-formed into the helmet shape. 

     The new helmet was made of very hard, thick moss-green 

pressed-felt.  A green-painted 7mm metal eyelet was placed 

in the middle of each side for ventilation, and the edges of 

the helmet’s brim were folded under and sewn.  The interiors 

were very simple, as the headgear was quite light.  A simple 

leather sweatband was its only lining, and it was stitched 

directly to the inside of the crown.  Between the sweatband 

and the inside of the helmet, on either side, a two-piece chin-

strap and metal buckle was fixed, and was meant to be worn 

correctly done-up at all times. 

     The most commonly encountered manufacturer of the felt 

helmets was the firm of Pollák.  Known as the István Pollák 

hat factory, the owners’ later “Hungarianized” their surname 

to Pázmányi (the company was also known as the Pázmányi 

Brothers) by 1938.  Pictured top left is the paper label from 

the helmet featured in the upper half of page three.   

     The second and third images are from the sweatband of 

the helmet pictured on the lower half of page three.  The 

manufacturer is not known, however, one side of the band is 

stamped Amerikai áruház - Miskolc (American Department 

Store - Miskolc).  It has always been quite common for   

larger retailers to have their own logos added.  The other side 

of the band is stamped with tiszta nyulszőr (pure rabbit-fur 

felt).  Finally, at bottom left, is another helmet’s sweatband 

which displays an embossed variant of the Pollák company 

logo. Many stores and military outfitters carried veteran’s 

felt  helmets, and it is unclear as to how many companies 

actually manufactured them.  It is possible that Pollák may 

have been the main, or perhaps even the sole maker, as this 

logo also bears the words minta védve, meaning that the  

design is protected. 

     The outside of the helmet was decorated with a double 

row of 5mm moss-green twisted cord, which came together 

on the left side – one end of the doubled cord ending in a 

kind of coil or rosette, and the other in two braided represen-

tations of acorns.  Although this is the only type of cord  

configuration seen on original examples and in photographs, 

early regulations prescribe: “for parades, section leaders 

would have one gold hat cord, company leaders two, and the 

highest national leaders three.  The national leaders were also 

meant to have white underlay under the cords, while local 

leaders would have red underlay.”  It is clear, however, that 

of these early plans, the only one actually used was the white 

underlay, and that seems to have been only worn by the   

organisation’s national leader, Count v. Takách-Tolvay. 

     The badge of the Frontline Fighters’ Association was to 

be worn in the front and centre of the helmet.  The 26mm x 

40mm insignia was a silver coloured, stamped badge manu-

factured by the Berán firm.  Coloured felt and metallic    

soutache (interestingly, a word of Hungarian origin – sújtás) 

braid was to be fixed under the helmet badge.  The original 

regulations were: white with gold braid for the national   

leadership; red with gold braid for local leadership; plain 

grass green for regular members; and cornflower blue, also 

without braid, for Új Front members. 
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below: Another version of the 

post-1937 Pázmányi Brothers 

hat factory logo embossed into 

the sweatband. 

right: Small metal oval 

initials (in this case for 

Dr. Ullein-Reviczky Antal), 

attached to the helmet’s 

sweatband, ensured that 

a member’s headgear 

was easily identified. 

right: The diamond-shaped label from 

Dr. Ullein-Reviczky’s felt helmet. 

above: Three comrades pose for the camera: 

The veteran on the left wears the old style hunting 

hat with association badge, while the man on 

the right sports the new, stiff felt helmet. 

right: The helmet worn by the 

Frontline Fighters’ Association’s 

second-in-command, 

Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky. 

(courtesy of Lovice Ullein-Reviczky, 

photos by Dr. Gergely Sallay) 
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above: Front view of a standard Frontline Fighters’ Association felt helmet bearing the 

organisation’s insignia, which is backed by red felt underlay denoting a position of local leadership.  

The silver braid surrounding it denotes former NCO status. 

above: The Új Front helmet badge with 

its prescribed cornflower blue underlay 
 

below: An original 

specimen of the Új Front insignia 

Badges are shown actual size.  Illustrations by Peter Czink 

Prongs, lugs, or safety-pin type fasteners 

were fixed to the reverse of the badges for 

attachment to the helmet.   Some insignia 

had holes drilled in the corners so they 

could be sewn on. 

All Frontline Fighters’ Association helmet 

badges were silver coloured, regardless of  

the wearer’s rank.  The rank braid was 

sewn to the felt underlay, which was then 

also stitched to the helmet. 

Insignia of a former 

NCO holding a position of local 

leadership 

Insignia of a regular 

member and other ranks 

veteran 

The 
Felt Helmet 

and its 
Insignia 
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Frontline Fighters’ Association national leader’s helmet and badge. 

The only member of the organization who wore the unique white band 

under the helmet cords was Count József v. Takách-Tolvay. 

Local leader’s helmet and badge.  In this case, the rank of former 

NCO is indicated by the silver braid surrounding the helmet badge. 

A spray of oak leaves were worn when on parade. 

Regular member’s helmet and badge. 

Other ranks wore khaki braid around their helmet badges. 
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SENIOR PRIVATE 

ŐRVEZETŐ 

PRIVATE 

HONVÉD 
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8 

A 5 

Company Officer’s Badge 

Csapattiszti jelvény 

Military and armoured vehicle identification insignia 

Harc és páncélgépkocsi felségjelvénye 

Parachute Troops’ Badge 

Ejtőernyős csapatjelvény 

Border Troops’ uniform insignia 

Határvadász zubbonyjelvény 

E V-XI  1-8 

V-XI  1-8 K 

V-XI 



BRANCH-OF-SERVICE COLOURS - HAJTÓKASZINEK 

STAFF ENGINEERS 

HADIMŰSZAKI TÖRZSKAR 
GENERAL STAFF 

VEZÉRKAR 

VIII VIII 

GENERALS 

TÁBORNOKOK 

IV 

H 

INFANTRY - GYALOGSÁG 

grass green - fűzöld 
(including Rifles, Parachute, Mountain and Border Troops) 

ARTILLERY - TŰZÉRSÉG 

scarlet red - skarlátvörös 

ENGINEERS - MŰSZAKI CSAPATOK 

steel green - acélzöld 

“RAPID” (MOTORIZED) TROOPS - GYORSFEGYVERNEM 

cornflower blue - buzavirágkék 
(including Armoured, Motorised Rifles, Bicycle and Cavalry Troops) 

A FEW MORE COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED BRANCH-OF-SERVICE COLOURS 
 

coffee brown - Railway Troops  kávébarna - Vonatcsapat 

rust brown - Supply Troops  rozsdabarna - Élelmezési csapat 

black - Medical Troops, Military Clergy*, Doctors* and Air Force officers*, NCOs and other ranks 

fekete - Egészségügyi csapat, tábori lelkészek*, orvosok*, Légierők (csapat) legénység, tisztek* 

madder red - Military Judges*  buzérvörös - Hadbírák* 

cherry red - Military Engineers*  meggyvörös - Hadmérnökök* 

carmine red - Commissaries*, Military Economics officers  karminvörös - Hadbiztosok*, honvéd gazdászati tisztek 

dark blue - Military Veterinarians*  sötétkék - Honvéd állatorvosok* 
 

*Rank insignia was made of velvet, rather than wool 

scarlet red 

skarlátvörös 
black velvet on scarlet red 

skarlátvörös alapon fekete bársony 

light brown velvet on scarlet red 

skarlátvörös alapon világos 

barna bársony 
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Two ads from the Magyar Front.  The one at left is 

From 1937.VIII.1. and at right, 1938.V.1.  They are both 

from the same company, but in 1937 it was still known as 

the István Pollák hat factory.  By 1938, the proprietor’s 

name was “Hungarianized” - a popular custom at the time.  

The earlier one advertises a “waterproof, hard felt helmet 

that keeps its shape.”  The price includes the appropriate 

badge underlay for each customer.  There is a new sale 

price in the second ad, however, they still offer to ship 

helmets for free, a half a dozen at a time, 

to Hungarian village addresses. 

Many retail military outfitters carried 

veteran’s association felt helmets, 

along with other uniform items and 

equipment.  At left is an advertisement 

from the Márer company which 

appeared in the 1939.I.15. issue of the 

Magyar Front.  The sisak (helmet) cost 

almost four time the price of the field cap. 
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     The 1938 Frontharcos Almanac 

has a brief description of the associa-

tion’s uniform, and mentions the 

helmet badge underlay colours 

again.  At that point in time, the 

underlay colour for the    

national leadership was 

white, and “the braid 

surrounding it should 

match the individual’s 

shoulder-cord colour.”  The 

shoulder cords were gold for 

former officers, silver for former 

NCOs, and khaki for other 

ranks.  Helmet badges are 

very rarely encountered with-

out a surrounding braid, and 

most photographs depict    

helmet badges with it, regard-

less of the member’s position 

within the association.  Original 

examples of helmet badges that 

still retain their underlay seem 

to universally have either gold, 

silver or khaki braid around 

them, just as the asso-

ciation’s field caps 

had on their cap 

badges, which were, 

...continued from page 4 
essentially, miniature ver-

sions of the helmet 

insignias. It can be 

assumed, therefore, 

that the practice of 

adding a gold, silver or 

khaki cord surrounding 

the helmet badge under-

lay became a standard 

practice. 

     For parades, a spray of 

three oak leaves, either real 

ones or a synthetic version 

(which could be purchased 

for 10 fillér), were worn on 

the left side of the helmet. 

     The Hungarian Front-

line Fighters’ Associa-

tion helmet may seem 

like an anachronism 

today, however, it very 

effectively represents the 

universal steel helmet of the 

combat soldier, while reflect-

ing the stylish, 

hopeful and for-

ward thinking of 

the old Hungarian 

veteran’s move-

ment. 

A poignant ad from the 

1937.XI.24. issue of 

the Magyar Front: 
 

Veteran’s Helmet Found: 

On the highway between 

Székesfehérvár and Agárd on 

the day of the October 

Frontline Fighters’ convention. 

Driver Sándor Nevezi found the 

veteran’s helmet, and the 

rightful owner can pick it up 

from our comrade György Szüts 

8 Városház Street, 

Budapest IV. 

Above: Colourised detail of Frontline 

Fighters’ Association promotional artwork 
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      The last King of Hungary, Karl VI (also Emperor of  

Austria-Hungary), abdicated his rule in 1918 and died in 

exile less than four years later.  The last Grand Duke of 

Finland, the Russian Czar Nicholas II, had already been 

overthrown in 1917 during the Revolution and was murdered 

by the Communists shortly thereafter, along with most of his 

family.  Hungary gained its independence from the Austro-

Hungarian Empire, while Finland battled out its autonomy 

from Russia.  Today these countries are republics, but for a 

period of time following the end of World War I, both    

Hungary and Finland installed regents that ruled in place of a 

monarch.   

     Whilst the Hungarian Vice-Admiral Miklós Horthy and 

the Finnish General (later Marshal) Carl Gustav Mannerheim 

fought on opposite sides during World 

War I, their post-war destinies, and 

those of the countries they ruled, were 

remarkably similar.  It was only at the 

end of World War II that these destinies 

were to diverge.  It is this similarity be-

tween the rulers of two countries sepa-

rated by a thousand miles that makes a 

closer look at them so interesting. 

     The bond between Hungary and 

Finland technically already begins with 

their respective languages.  The Hungar-

ian (Magyar) and Finnish (Suomi) lan-

guages both belong to the Finno-Ugric 

sub-group, which also includes Esto-

nian.  Having said this, it must be noted 

that in practice there is no discernible 

similarity between the two.  A perfect 

case in point, particularly in the context 

of examining the careers of two profes-

sional soldiers, is the translation of the 

military rank of general.  In Finnish, this 

rank is translated as kenraali, sharing a common base with 

most other European languages.  However, in Hungarian, the 

rank of general is translated as tábornok in its generic sense, 

which has no common base with any other language. 

   Hungary formally became a kingdom in the year 1001, 

when the ruler, István I, was granted the title of “apostolic 

majesty” by Pope Sylvester II.  Over 900 years later, the 

Kingdom of Hungary still existed, although this did not mean 

that Hungary was independent during all this time. Bitter 

wars and strife with the Turks and later the Austrians led to a 

loss of autonomy that was sealed in 1699 when the Austrian 

royal house of Habsburg was granted hereditary title to the 

crown of Hungary.  The Habsburgs were to rule Hungary 

uninterrupted until 1918, though not without seeing their 

share of uprisings by the Magyars against Austrian domi-

nance.  In 1867, in an attempt to placate the ever-restless 

Hungarians, Austria granted Hungary dual monarchical 

status, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire was formed.  The 

Emperor of Austria (at that time Franz Josef) was crowned 

King of Hungary, and his son Karl succeeded to both titles in 

1916. 

     Austria-Hungary’s declaration of war against Serbia in 

1914 sparked World War I and led it into direct conflict with 

Russia.  The immediate effect of the defeat of the central 

powers (Austria-Hungary and Germany) in November 1918 

was the dissolution of the dual monarchy and the creation in 

Hungary of a people’s republic.  Within five months, the 

Hungarian Communist Party led by Béla Kun had seized 

power and there began a period which was known as the “red 

terror.” The events that followed and which led to the     

election of Admiral Horthy as Regent of Hungary will be 

covered later in this article. 

     At the end of World War II, with the 

nation defeated and occupied by the 

Russians, Hungary’s brief period of  

independence was over, and it would 

take another 45 years before Hungary 

could declare itself a democracy.  

     Finland was conquered by Sweden in 

1157, which ruled the territory until 

1808.  Already in 1556, however, 

Finland had been given the status of a 

Grand Duchy, and through the establish-

ment of a Finnish Diet (parliament) in 

the early 1600s, it enjoyed a substantial 

degree of autonomy. Following pro-

tracted conflicts between Sweden and 

Russia, the former was, in 1808, forced 

to cede Finland to Czar Alexander I, 

who maintained Finland’s status as a 

Grand Duchy with himself as its head of 

state.  Russia was to maintain its control 

over Finland until the Bolshevik upris-

ing, and the resulting demise of the royal 

house of Romanov in October 1917 created a power vacuum 

in Finland that enabled it to set in train the events that led to 

the creation of a long-desired independent Finnish state.  The 

role played by Carl Gustav Mannerheim in these events will 

be discussed below. 

     Unlike Hungary, Finland was able to preserve its        

independence throughout World War II and beyond. The 

Finnish armed forces had given the Russians a bloody nose 

during the Winter War of 1939-1940, and in 1944-1945, they 

managed to force the Germany army out of Finland.        

Although obliged to cede parts of its territory (about 10% of 

its land area) to the Soviet Union, Finland remained an    

independent and democratic nation. 

  

 MIKLÓS HORTHY 
      Miklós Horthy was born on June 18, 1868, on his family 

estate of Kenderes in central Hungary.  The son of well-to-do 

landowners, Horthy's upbringing was highly disciplined, 

In Loco Regis: Regents Horthy and Mannerheim 
by Andris J. Kursietis 
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leading to his entry into the Austro-Hungarian Naval Acad-

emy in 1882 as a cadet.  Graduating as a midshipman after 

four years, Horthy travelled the world extensively before 

being appointed Aide-de-Camp to Emperor Franz Joseph I in 

Vienna, in 1909.  Horthy was to remain by the Emperor's 

side until the outbreak of World War I in 1914, when, as a 

Captain, he was briefly given command of a battleship    

before taking over the armoured cruiser Novara, which he 

was to command for the next three years.  Wounded at the 

naval battle of Otranto in 1917, Horthy went on convalescent 

leave before taking over command of the dreadnought Prinz 

Eugen.  In February 1918, Horthy was promoted to rear-

admiral and appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Austro-

Hungarian Fleet, a position he held until the end of the war. 

     Upon the dissolution of the Austro Hungarian Empire, 

Horthy retired to his estate at Kenderes.  His respite was 

short-lived; when communists took control of Hungary,  

Horthy was asked to form a national army on behalf of the 

opposition that was in the process of 

forming a counter-revolutionary govern-

ment in Szeged.  Horthy was appointed 

Minister of Defence in this government, 

and in July of 1919, Commander-in-

Chief of the Army.  The communist  

government was overthrown, and Admi-

ral Horthy entered Budapest at the head 

of his troops.  On March 1, 1920, the 

Hungarian parliament elected Horthy to 

the position of regent.  As regent, Hor-

thy became the commander-in-chief of  

Hungary's armed forces as well as head 

of state, and it was with Horthy's       

authorization that Hungary entered the 

Second World War, on Germany's side. 

     Horthy wasn’t particularly fond of 

the Nazis, but he believed that the Soviet 

Union posed a threat, and once war had 

broken out, Horthy knew that it would 

only be a matter of time before Hungary 

was dragged into the melee, willing or 

not.  As a bonus, by entering into an alliance with Germany, 

the Regent was able to secure for Hungary the return of its 

territories lost in 1919 under the terms of the Treaty of    

Trianon. 

     Following the disasters that befell the Hungarian Army 

during the war, and the failed attempt in October 1944 to 

extricate the country from the hostilities that led to his down-

fall and arrest by the Germans, Admiral Horthy was sent in 

exile to Germany, where he remained until the end of World 

War II and the arrival of American troops.  He had ruled 

Hungary as Regent for 24 years, but was never to return to 

his native land during his lifetime. Horthy remained in US 

captivity until December 1945, at which time he was       

released.  After four years in Germany, Admiral Horthy and 

his family moved to Portugal where he lived out the remain-

der of his years of exile.  Admiral Miklós Horthy, Regent of 

Hungary from 1920-1944, died on February 9, 1957.  He was 

buried in the British Royal Naval Cemetery in Portugal, but 

his remains were returned to Hungary in September 1993 for 

burial at the family estate. 

 

 CARL GUSTAV MANNERHEIM 
      Carl Gustav Emil Baron Mannerheim was born on 4 Jun 

1867 in Askainen, the third son of Carl Robert, Count    

Mannerheim and Hélène von Julin.  At the age of 15, he 

joined the Finnish Corps of Cadets.  Although a part of   

Russia, Finland was allowed to have her own small army, 

whose officers were trained in the Cadet Corps.              

Mannerheim’s training with the corps lasted four years until 

he rebelled against the rigid disciplines of the school and was 

asked to leave.  A year later, in 1887, he entered the Russian 

Nikolayevski Cavalry School, and following his graduation 

and commission as a lieutenant, he served with a Dragoon 

unit in Russian Poland.  In 1891, Mannerheim was appointed 

to the prestigious Chevalier Guards in Saint Petersburg, at 

that time the capital of Czarist Russia.  

     With the outbreak of the Russo-

Japanese War in 1904, Mannerheim  

volunteered for duty at the front, and 

was transferred to the 52nd Nezhin   

Dragoon Regiment in  Manchuria, where 

the following year he was promoted to 

colonel due to his bravery in action.  

After the war, and a period of vacation, 

Mannerheim undertook a three-year fact-

finding excursion to Manchuria and 

China before taking up an appointment 

as commander of the 13th Vladimir  

Uhlan Regiment.  In 1910, he was     

promoted to major-general and ap-

pointed commander of the Life Guard 

Uhlan Regiment in Warsaw.  Two years 

later he was transferred to command the 

Guards Cavalry Brigade, and it is this 

unit that he led into battle upon the   

outbreak of World War I.   

     In 1915 Mannerheim took over   

command of the 12th Cavalry Division.  

In 1917, he was promoted to jieutenant-general and         

appointed commander of the VI Cavalry Corps, but follow-

ing the revolution that overthrew the Czar, he was relieved of 

command and decided to retire.  He returned to Finland in 

December 1917. The following month, with civil war raging 

in his native land, Mannerheim accepted the Finnish senate’s 

appointment as commander-in-chief of the Finnish Army 

(which existed in name only) and set about securing 

Finland’s independence from Russia.  He was promoted to 

general of cavalry in March 1918. 

     Following victory, he resigned as commander-in-chief but 

was sent by the government to Britain and France to seek 

recognition from these countries of Finland’s independence 

from Russia.  In December 1918, Mannerheim was recalled 

from Paris and informed that he had been elected temporary 

regent of Finland. Already in October 1918, King Frederick 

of Hesse had been elected king of Finland, but because of his 

 

Continued on next page... 
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close relationship to the defeated German empire (he was 

brother-in-law of Kaiser Wilhelm II), it became quickly  

apparent that his position would not be accepted by the    

victorious allies, and therefore, Finland’s independence 

would not be recognized.  Frederick renounced the throne on 

December 14, 1918, at which time Mannerheim was elected 

to the position of regent.  

     Mannerheim was to rule as Regent of Finland for only 

seven months, standing down once Finland adopted a      

republican constitution in July 1919.  Mannerheim stood as 

candidate for the presidency, but was defeated and retired 

from public office.  

     His retirement lasted twelve years, until 1931, when he 

was asked to chair the defence council, with the promise of 

an appointment of commander-in-chief of the armed forces 

should Finland become embroiled in a war.  Mannerheim 

was promoted to field marshal in 1933. 

     War came to Finland in November 1939, and             

Mannerheim was indeed appointed commander-in-chief of 

the armed forces, a position that he was to retain until July 

1944.  On the occasion of his 75th birthday in 1942, he was 

promoted to Marshal of Finland, the first and only person to 

have been awarded that honour.  In July 1944, Mannerheim’s 

leadership role in Finland came full circle, with is election to 

the presidency of the republic.  In fact, it is interesting to 

note that initially there was talk about electing him regent 

again, but in the end it was Mannerheim himself who      

preferred the title of president, in order to avoid the risk of 

any misconceptions about his ambitions.   

     Marshal Mannerheim’s main role as president was to  

extricate Finland from the war, much as Admiral Horthy was 

trying to do for Hungary at around the same time period.  

However, Mannerheim was more successful in this          

endeavour than his Hungarian counterpart, as a result of 

which Finland was able to avoid occupation by the Russians 

and maintain its independence post-war.  His work complete, 

Mannerheim resigned the presidency in March 1946, citing 

declining health and accomplishment of the tasks for which 

he had been elected. Marshal of Finland Carl Gustav      

Mannerheim bowed out of public life for good, and headed 

off to retirement.  He died in a Swiss hospital on January 27, 

1951, at age 83, and was buried in Helsinki in a state funeral 

with full military honours.  To this day, he is remembered by 

Finns as one of the nation’s greatest statesmen. 

     Although the vagaries of history and geo-politics placed 

them as adversaries during World War I, both Admiral    

Horthy and Marshal Mannerheim were men cut from the 

same cloth - dedicated soldiers and patriots, each destined to 

play quasi-identical crucial roles in their respective nations’ 

development between the end of World War I and the end of 

World War II. Both men had held the position of             

commander-in-chief of the army, each achieving victory in 

civil wars fought for control of Finland and Hungary, and 

both men were elected regents of the countries that           

they served. 

...continued from page 15 
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