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“TWO GOOD COMRADES” 
SERGEANT OSZKÁR KLÉESZ 

AND HIS FAVOURITE 
HORSE SÁRI  
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Membership in the 
International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society is $40.00 annually, 
and includes the Magyar Front. 

 

The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighter’s Association, and was 
published from the early 1930s until 
the end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 
     Historical artefacts and family heirlooms often remain hidden from the public.  Many 

people overlook the importance of such things, and I have met a great number of collec-

tors who keep their treasures hidden away. I am very proud of the fact that the IHMHPS 

encourages its members to share their experiences and discoveries, and that we have 

presented, through the Magyar Front and by other means, a great deal of formerly     

unknown and enigmatic material. 

     IHMHPS member Péter Orincsay is already well known for his photographic skills, 

and for this issue, marking the 70th anniversary of the Southern Hungarian Campaign, 

Péter shares both his beloved family pictures (ones his grandfather took during the  

campaign) and a significant part of his treasured military photograph collection (a series 

of never-before published images) with us. 

     Péter Orincsay was born in 1975 in Värnamo, Sweden, to Hungarian parents. He 

grew up immersed in his ancestral language and heritage, and as an adult he fell in love 

with photography and history, eventually making documentary photography his        

profession and passion.  While in the Swedish Army, he served as a documentary     

photographer on  several peacekeeping missions in the former Yugoslavia, and also 

worked as a freelance photographer in the Balkans. 

     Péter recalls:“My father told stories from his childhood, growing up in Budapest 

after the war, and my grandfather would tell his stories of the Don River. One day, my 

father gave me a box of old negatives of his childhood photos to develop. As I looked 

through them, I realized that some were older than the 1950s, and that many were of 

military scenes.”  He knew that his grandfather had served during the Second World 

War, and as he watched the prints develop he realised how much he wanted to learn 

more about the subject. 

     His grandfather, László Orincsay grew up and lived in Budapest, attending the 

Kölcsey High School. In 1934 he enrolled at the Ludovika Military academy and 

graduated on the 20th of August, 1937.  He was first stationed in the southern town of 

Szeged, were he would serve throughout his military career.  During 1940, he took part 

of the Transylvania campaign and was promoted to first lieutenant.  The following year, 

he took part in the Southern Hungarian (Délvidék) campaign and earned his “Signum 

Laudis” Bronze Medal of Merit with Swords. 

     In the spring of 1942, he volunteered for service on the Eastern Front.  He was on the 

frontline with the Hungarian Second Army, posted with the 31/II company, between the 

towns of Uryv and Ostrogozhsk, outside the small village of Korotoyak.  After the   

Soviet breakthrough in January 1943, the retreat started for the battered Hungarian 

army.  Upon his return in May of 1943, he was promoted to captain and awarded his 

second “Signum Laudis” Silver Medal of Merit with Swords on War Ribbon.  Later, he 

took part in the defence of Trans-Danubia as the Red Army pushed through Hungary.  

In the spring of 1945, he left the country with his unit and surrendered to the British 

Army in the border areas of Austria and Italy. His family went with him, and since 

László spoke English fluently, he worked as a liaison officer between Hungarian POWs 

and the British Army authorities. Upon his release, he decided to return to Hungary with 

his family, but when he arrived in Szeged, he was immediately incarcerated and put 

under investigation by the new Hungarian government, and spent almost a year in    

custody before being released.  He was also stripped of his military rank and dismissed 

from the army. 

     He lived quietly with his family, but never gave up his fondness for his military   

career - and wore his Ludovika Academy ring all his life.  On the 30th of June, 1992, he 

was rehabilitated as a Hungarian military officer and promoted to the rank of major.  

László Orincsay passed away on the 21st of January, 1995. 

     His dedicated grandson keeps his memory alive: “In the years after my grandfather’s 

death, I worked with his negatives and made a visit to the military museum in Budapest 

in the summer of 1998 with a small box of the prints, not knowing what the reaction 

would be.  To my great surprise, I was very well received and learned the unique value 

of the images - I was told about the Délvidék campaign and how rare the documentation 

of it is.  I then decided to do my best to learn the history behind the photographs and not 

let them disappear. I began to search through the books I had in my library and through 

the internet, which brought me in contact with people who helped and inspired me to 

research and learn more about all the details in the photographs.” 
P.Cz. 
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      Following the signing of the Treaty of Trianon on the 4th of June, 1920, Hungary lost 71.4% of its territory and 63.5% of 

its population. That meant over two-thirds of the country’s territory fell under foreign rule, and 3.5 million Hungarians had, 

over-night, become foreign citizens.  The after effects of this national trauma can still be felt today. 

     From the 1920s, the Hungarian economy and industry steadily grew under Prime Minister Count István Bethlen.  Hungary 

gained membership in the League of Nations in 1922, and became politically ambitious in order to further the nation’s       

revisionist hopes.  

     The Great Depression in the 1930s shifted Hungarian politics closer to an increasingly powerful Germany. For a time, 

Hungary profited handsomely, as Gyula Gömbös (Prime Minister from 1932) signed a trade agreement with Germany that 

improved Hungary’s economy but made the country dependent on Germany for both raw materials and markets. Germany 

grew in military strength and international influence, plus they reclaimed their lost territories in Saarland in 1935 and then 

turned towards Austria.  As Austria was annexed to the Germany on the 12th of March, 1938, and became part of the Third 

Reich, Hungary turned to Germany and Italy for help reclaiming the territories lost in 1920. 

     The First Vienna Award, signed on November 2nd, 1938, gave Hungary back lost territories in largely Magyar-populated 

areas of Southern Slovakia and Southern Carpathian Rus from Czechoslovakia.  The Second Vienna Award, signed on August 

30th, 1940, returned the territory of Northern Transylvania from Romania.  As a result of the award, Hungary regained 43,104 

km² of its lost territories.  

     The thought of revision in the south had been ongoing for a long while by this time.  Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Count Pál Teleki had signed a non-aggression pact and Treaty of Eternal Friendship with Yugoslavia on the 12th of           

December, 1940 - the agreement was that Hungary would not use military force concerning the territorial claims on        

Yugoslavia.  On the 25th of March, 1941, Yugoslavian Prime Minister Dragiša Cvetković, and Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

The Road to Reclaiming 

Southern Hungary 

by Péter Orincsay 

Continued on page 5... 

Captain László Orincsay 
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“The first bunker is ours.” 

A 39M Csaba Armoured Car outside the village of Kula. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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Aleksandar Cincar Marković, travelled to Vienna and signed 

the Tripartite Pact.  This would bring Yugoslavia closer to 

Germany and possibly avoid the risk of war.  However, all 

this changed when, in the late evening of 26th – 27th of 

March, 1941, Air Force Generals Dušan Simović and 

Borivoje Mirković executed a bloodless coup d'état and 

renounced the signing of the Tripartite Pact, and rather   

accepted a British guarantee of security. 

     Germany saw its southern flank potentially exposed just 

as it was preparing Operation Barbarossa, the invasion of 

Russia.  Germany planned to invade Yugoslavia (Directive 

No. 25) and compel it to remain part of the Axis, and Hitler 

used Hungary’s membership in the Tripartite Pact of 1940 

to demand that Hungary should also attack.  The Hungarian 

Minister to Berlin was sent home by air with a message for 

Regent Horthy: 

     “Yugoslavia will be annihilated, for she has just        

renounced publicly the policy of understanding with the 

Axis. The greater part of the German armed forces must 

pass through Hungary but the principal attack will not be 

made on the Hungarian sector.  Here the Hungarian Army 

should intervene, and, in return for its co-operation,      

Hungary will be able to reoccupy all those former          

territories which she had been forced at one time to cede to 

Yugoslavia. The matter is urgent.  An immediate and      

affirmative reply is requested!” 

     Teleki’s government chose a middle ground, opting to 

“Arrival” - a smiling Hungarian soldier with his damaged bicycle. 

Continued on next page... 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 

...continued from page 3 

The Southern Hungary Commemorative Medal 

(Délvidéki Emlékérem) 

Issued in 1941 to those who took part in the 

reclamation of the former Hungarian territories, 

this was the third of three such commemorative medals 

(Upper Hungary, 1938 and Transylvania, 1940).  

It was primarily produced in “war metal” -  although 

examples in bronze or aluminum are also encountered. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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Above:  Hungarian soldiers transported by train.  Below: “Alsólendva and environs liberated!” 

stay out of the German-Yugoslav conflict unless Hungarian 

minorities were in danger, or if Yugoslavia collapsed.  

Teleki relayed his government’s position to London, seeking 

allowance for Hungary’s difficult position.  On the 3rd of 

April, 1941, Teleki received a telegram from the Hungarian 

minister in London, that the British Minister of Foreign  

Affairs, Mr. Anthony Eden, had threatened to break        

diplomatic relations with Hungary if it did not actively resist 

the passage of German troops across Hungarian territory, 

and to declare war if Hungary would attack Yugoslavia. 

     This placed Teleki in a great dilemma - to choose       

between German demands of military passage through  

Hungary or to keep the country non-aligned.  He could   

continue to resist Germany’s demands for their help in the 

invasion of Yugoslavia (although he knew this would likely 

mean the immediate invasion of Hungary and the overthrow 

of its government by Germany), or he could allow passage 

of the German military across Hungary, betraying the Yugo-

slavian non-aggression treaty from 1940 - openly defying 

the Allies, moving them to declare war on Hungary. 

     The Hungarian Regent, Admiral Horthy, who until this 

time had resisted Germany's pressure, agreed to Germany’s 

demands.  This made all of Teleki’s efforts in vain.  As he 

would receive the news that the German army had just 

started its march into Hungary during the night of the 3rd of 

April, 1941, Pál Teleki took his own life, and was found the 

next morning. 

Continued on page 9... 
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“Communal hunger” - local children share rations with Hungarian soldiers. 

First Lieutenant László Orincsay stands at the entrance to a Serbian pill-box. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 



Religious service in the field - “The Bácska and Bánát regions are once again ours!” 

Hungarian merchandise on display in a newly liberated Délvidék shop window. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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     On the 6th of April, Germany launched its offensive against Yugoslavia.  The newly appointed 

Prime Minister, László Bárdossy, had already, on the 3rd of April, allowed the passage of German 

forces across Hungary.  This resulted in the bombing of the Hungarian towns of Pécs and Szeged by 

the Yugoslavian air force.  The attacks were mainly an attempt from Yugoslavia to delay and disrupt 

the German offensive - there was no declaration of war proclaimed between Belgrade and Budapest, 

and the military effects of the Yugoslavian air raids were also marginal. 

     On the 10th of April, as German troops entered Zagreb, commander-in-chief of the Croatian 

Armed Forces, Slavko Kvaternik, proclaimed the establishment of the Independent State of Croatia 

and formed the first Ustasha government.  This meant that The Kingdom of Yugoslavia, as the 1919 

Serbian led Serbo-Croat and Slovene state, ceased to exist. Hungary was free from the non-

aggression treaty from 1940, and could act according to the new political situation. 

     The Royal Hungarian Armed Forces crossed the borders to Yugoslavia in the afternoon of the 

11th of April with 80,000 troops.  The Hungarian Third Army was set up for the offensive,         

commanded by Lieutenant General Elemér Gorondy-Novak. The Third Army faced the            

Yugoslavian First Army, and by the time the Hungarians crossed the border and attacked, the      

Germans had been on the offensive in Yugoslavia for well over a week.  As a result, the Yugoslav 

army put up little resistance to the Hungarians.  Despite the absence of resistance in the beginning of 

the campaign, Hungarian troops engaged in combat at several places along the offensive route.       

In the village of Petrőc, Hungarian light mechanized troops engaged in battle with retreating    

Yugoslavian troops, resulting in six Hungarians killed and 32 soldiers wounded. Fifty Yugoslav 

officers were captured along with 3500 soldiers. 

     Smaller acts of resistance were also met in the towns of Zombor, Verbász and Óbécs. The      

resistance was mostly by local partisans - sniper fire and ambushes on passing Hungarian forces had 

claimed 65 dead and 644 wounded by the time military action was over at the end of April.          

The Royal Hungarian Armed Forces had taken over 15,000 prisoners, and claimed 11 475 km² of       

territory for Hungary.  

...continued from page 6 

“Captured cannon” - the battalion commander stands at left. 

Right:  Postal cancellations from the newly reclaimed territories were popular souvenirs. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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One of a series of photos taken by László Orincsay in the town of Zombor. 

Another from the series - a military parade as viewed by Orincsay and fellow officers. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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A remarkable collage - the original Orincsay photo blended with an image of Zombor today. 

Another haunting image put together by the dedicated grandson of Captain László Orincsay. 
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The Photo Albums 
of Oszkár Kléesz 

by Péter Orincsay 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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     In early 2010, I was contacted via e-mail by a German photograph collector with a very interesting offer. He had been 

looking for a Hungarian militaria enthusiast who might be interested in three photo albums that he had found in Hungary 

many years ago. Although not a Hungarian militaria collector himself, he recognized their potential and quality. Such a    

complete historical document consisting of private photographs, text and high quality hand-drawn graphics is not something 

that collectors encounter every day. 

     As sample images arrived in my in-box I became more and more interested in and excited about the collection.  I believe 

that I am knowledgeable and experienced when it comes to old photographs, however, even after many years of working with 

images of all kinds, I have never seen such an incredible military picture collection from one single photographer.  I decided 

that I would do my best to get the chance to have them in my collection and get the most out of their historical value.  Having 

worked with my grandfather’s photo negatives, I knew that it would probably take hundreds of hours of work to scan and 

“Here we met Serbian soldiers for the first time - many deserted from their retreating army.” 

Above: The three photo albums meticulously prepared by Oszkár Kléesz. 

Continued on next page... 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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digitalize the whole albums consisting of almost 1440 photos!  For me, it was hours well-spent - the joy I have sharing the    

photos with interested people, and to be able to preserve a bit of Hungarian history at the same time. Perhaps, I thought, it  

might be destiny that had found me, as I held the albums in my hands after acquiring them from the German collector. 

     The pages of the albums are in chronological order, starting in 1939 and continuing through 1940, until the autumn of 

1941.  The photographer, as well as the creator of the beautiful hand-drawn graphics was Oszkár Kléesz, an NCO most likely 

from Budapest with the Royal Hungarian Zrinyi Miklós 7th Honvéd Regiment in the city of Kecskemét.   Many of the images 

are from the regiment’s various activities, and perhaps Kléesz might have had an official documenting role beside his regular 

duties, since he always seemed to be at the right spot during the regiment’s memorable occasions.  Kléesz served in the 7/II 

company, under the command of Colonel vitéz Lipót Kelety, who appears in many of the photographs.  They participated in 

the 1940 Transylvania campaign, arriving in Nagyvárad together with the regimental commander, vitéz József Grassy.       

The 1941 Délvidék (Southern Hungary) campaign photographs are the most notable - intensity and excitement are visible in 

the images as Hungarian troops participate in the campaign. There were losses for the regiment in the first days of entering 

Yugoslav territory - the areas around the villages of Pácsér and Újverbász (where his regiment passed through on the way to 

Újvidék), was the scene of serious sniper activity.  After arriving in Újvidék, Kléesz documents the destroyed bridges over the 

Danube and the military life after the Hungarian takeover. Serb POWs are seen with the Hungarian soldiers, together      

cleaning up at the barracks and dealing with deportees.  They also visited the destroyed Yugoslav hangars at a nearby airfield.  

     By the fall of 1941, most companies of the Royal Hungarian Zrinyi Miklós 7th Honvéd Regiment were called back to  

Hungary.  Kléesz took very detailed pictures of the unit’s return celebrations in the last album.  The text is missing in the last 

photo series – perhaps he intended to write it later.  The last photo in the third album is of a wet Kecskemét street where the 

fallen leaves cover the street, like a symbol of times past, and times to come.  

     The fate of Oszkár Kléesz is unknown.  I feel fortunate to have had the chance to work with, and preserve his photographic 

legacy, and I believe its rightful place is not just in my own collection, but shared with and studied by those of us who seek to 

know more about the lives of the soldiers who took part in the Southern Hungarian campaign 70 years ago.   
 

Péter Orincsay has scanned and digitalized most of the Délvidék related images 

of the second album for this issue of the Magyar Front - the complete Pdf file is available 

on our IHMHPS website (in our “downloads” section) for all to study and enjoy.   

A 40M Auto Union Horch 901, and 39M Csaba Armoured Cars on an Újvidék street. 

ORINCSAY COLLECTION 
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A first-rate photographer and master of digital image technology, Péter Orincsay has honed his skills by restoring 

and colourizing countless historical photographs.  He has shared his grandfather’s digitized collection of photos 

with the Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum, and is well-known among collectors and historians, 

not only for his skill, but also for his willingness to cooperate and share with others.  His hourly rate is $35.00 

for restoration and colourization work, and you can contact him for estimates and consultation: 
 

www.tuzkereszt.com       chronologie75@hotmail.com       www.nyitray.com 

before after 



www.hm-him.hu 


