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The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Front-Line 

Fighter’s Association, and was 
published from the early 1930s until the 

end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 

Our cover features a painting of Emperor Francis Joseph I wearing the 
uniform of Colonel-in-Chief of the 1st King’s Dragoon Guards, which hangs 

in the officer’s mess of the Queen’s Dragoon Guards in Germany. 

     I am pleased to report that our last issue of the Magyar Front proved to be extremely 
popular – circulation of the hard-copies tripled, and for the first time, the entire issue 
was also printed in Hungarian.  Interest in Hungarian military history is thriving, not 
only in Hungary, but around the globe, and I am pleased to say that the IHMHPS plays a 
significant role in presenting very important pieces of the historical puzzle to the      
English speaking world and to enthusiasts in the homeland. 
     This issue also focuses on a fascinating slice of our past with connections abroad –   
a topic that, as a person born in the Commonwealth of Nations, I find particularly     
interesting. 
     Although online social networking is not everyone’s cup of tea, I have recently 
opened an IHMHPS members’ page on Facebook.  It’s a private, members-only page 
where you can share ideas or discuss projects relation to our work, and you are also 
most welcome to post images of your collection or of any related subjects.  I know that 
the majority of our members don’t use Facebook at this point, but you might like to 
check it out – and it’s also a great way to get in contact with other members whom you 
may not know yet. 

     I would also like to bring a correction to your attention – in our 
Summer 2010 issue we featured a badge, donated to the Hungarian 
Military History Museum by Charles Sullivan, which we referred 
to as a “1930 Badge of a Jewish Veterans’ Association.”  Peter 
Groch, a renowned order, decoration and medal collector and 
friend to the IHMHPS, pointed out to us that it is in fact not a   
Jewish Veterans’ Association badge, but a Bavarian badge given to 

people who helped the German Red Cross during the First World War. The architectural 
motif on the insignia could be easily confused with a famous Budapest synagogue,  
however, it turns out that it represents the Catholic Frauenkirche in Munich. 
     Charles Sullivan had also pointed out a very interesting fact to me not long ago.  He 
asked why the 2009 Winter and Summer issues of the Magyar Front featured the same 
man on the cover – that was certainly news to me!  The cover photo on the winter issue 
is from my collection, and I was able to identify the man pictured.  The other cover 
photo is from Sándor Zeidler’s collection, and up until now has remained unidentified.  
Of course when comparing the two images it’s quite plain that they are one and the 
same fellow – a detail I had completely overlooked! 

Our Cover 

 

P.Cz. 
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Austria-Hungary’s Emperor Francis Joseph: 

War Office, Pall Mall, 24th March 1896 (The London Gazette) 
     1st Dragoon Guards, His Majesty Francis Joseph I, K.G., 

Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary, to be Colonel-in-Chief. Dated 25th March, 1896. 
 
      This announcement followed upon an invitation to Francis Joseph by Queen Victoria earlier that year, and completed the 
triumvirate of European Emperors who were Colonels-in-Chief of British Cavalry regiments. Two years earlier, Czar    
Nicholas II of Russia had been made Colonel-in-Chief of the 2nd Dragoons (Royal Scots Greys), and Kaiser William II of 
Germany Colonel-in-Chief of the 1st Royal Dragoons.  The honour afforded to Francis Joseph was perhaps the greater, as the 
1st King’s Dragoon Guards (1stKDG for short) was (and its successor remains), the most senior cavalry regiment in the    
British Army after the Household Cavalry (The Life Guards and The Blues and Royals). 
     This honour also enabled Francis Joseph to complete a full set of Colonelships-in-Chief of foreign regiments of all princi-
pal cavalry types.  Prior to his appointment to the 1stKDG, Francis Joseph was C-in-C of the 12th Belgorod Lancers in     
Russia, the 16th (Schleswig-Holstein) Hussars in Prussia, and the 17th (1st Saxon) Lancers in Oschatz, Saxony. (In addition, 
he was the Honorary Colonel of the 11th Dragoons, the 1st Hussars, and the 4th Lancers of the Austro-Hungarian cavalry.)  
     Francis Joseph I was born in 1830 and succeeded his feeble minded uncle Ferdinand V in 1848 as Emperor of Austria.  
Never being particularly fond of the Hungarians, it was only on the 8th of June, 1867, following the Compromise (Ausgleich) 
with the Hungarians, that he was crowned as Apostolic King of Hungary at the Mátyás Church in Buda.  Even then, the more 
traditional liturgy was departed from.  However, the event benefited from a coronation mass (now sadly neglected), specially 
composed for the occasion by Liszt. 

Colonel-in-Chief of the British 1st (King’s) Dragoon Guards 
by Jack Keir 

Continued on next page... 

OIL PAINTING BY UNKNOWN ARTIST - PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF CLIVE MORRIS 

An allegorical painting of 
Francis Joseph I reviewing 

the 1st King’s Dragoon Guards, 
which currently hangs in the officer’s 
mess of the Queen’s Dragoon Guards 

in Sennelager, Germany. 
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     The 1stKDG was raised in 1685 to combat the unsuc-
cessful rebellion of the Duke of Monmouth against James 
II, the aftermath of which included the notorious “Bloody 
Assize.” Ironically, having been raised to put down a rebel-
lion against James II, the 1stKDG formed part of the army 
of William of Orange, which finally defeated James at the 
Battle of the Boyne in 1690.  Since then, the 1stKDG has 
participated in most wars and campaigns in which the  
British Army has been involved, including  Blenheim,  
Waterloo and the Zulu Wars in South Africa. In 1838 they 
were sent to Canada to suppress an uprising by the French.  
On the 1st January 1959, they merged with The Queen’s 
Bays (also raised in 1685) to become the 1st (Queen’s) 
Dragoon Guards - the name which remains today. 
     Francis Joseph was a diligent and conscientious man 
who took his responsibilities and titles very seriously.  His 
stewardship of the 1stKDG was no exception, and he de-
voted some time and thought to the regiment and his posi-
tion as its Colonel-in-Chief. This included the conferring of     
orders, decorations and medals upon a number of its mem-
bers.  On the 17th of April 1896, a delegation of officers 
travelled to Vienna to be received by Francis Joseph.  The 
regimental Digest of Service records the event as follows: 
 
      A deputation consisting of Lt Colonel R C B Lawrence, 
Captain and Adjutant C. J. Briggs, and Captain J. A. Bell-
Smyth proceeded to Vienna to be received by H.I.M Franz 
Josef the Emperor of Austria upon his being appointed 
Colonel-in-Chief of the regiment and to present to H.I.M 
the old Standard of the Regiment from the officers. The 
Emperor was graciously pleased to accept the same and 
conferred the 2nd Class of The Order of the Iron Crown 
upon Lt. Colonel Lawrence and the 3rd Class of that Order 
on Captains Briggs and Bell-Smyth. The deputation      
returned to Head Quarters in April of 1896. 
 

     Having received the approval of the Queen, Francis Joseph directed that the Habsburg eagle become the regimental badge 
in 1898.  Initially this was only worn by officers on their collars.  The Digest of Service records this as follows: 
  
     The 1stKDGs are now allowed to wear the double headed eagle of Austria on their collars as a memento that they are      
commanded by the Emperor of Austria.  This is quite as it should be, and we hope that other regiments will push their claims 
to similar small distinctions.  (The World, August 1898) 
 
      The Scots Greys and the Royal Dragoons both captured French regimental standards at Waterloo, and the French imperial 
eagle from atop the standards were later adopted as their regimental badges after the end of the Napoleonic Wars.  Neither of 
these regiments altered their badges during the tenure as Colonel-in-Chief of the Czar and the Kaiser respectively. The     
Prussian eagle is, however, the regimental badge of the King’s Royal Hussars - it having been awarded to the 14th Light   
Dragoons in 1798 by Princess Frederica of Prussia, in gratitude for them escorting her from Dover to London to marry the 
then Duke of York.  By amalgamation of regiments it has come to be the KRH badge and along with that of the 1stKDG,         
the only foreign royal emblem to form the badges of British regiments. 
     In 1899, non-commissioned officers were permitted to wear the badge on their sleeves.  Once again, such a distinction  
required the approval of the Queen and the regimental records contain copies of some correspondence between Francis Joseph 
and the Queen which led to this distinction being permitted.  The first part of Francis Joseph’s letter to Queen Victoria of 4th 
February 1899, is in the following terms: 

 
 Honoured and Dear Sister, 
     Your 1st Regiment of the King's Dragoon Guards has, through Colonel Wardrop, expressed the wish that the Austrian  
eagle, which in accordance with your gracious decision, is worn by the regiment on their coat collars, might hence forward 
also be worn by the non-commissioned officers on their sleeves.  As I see in this desire of the glorious regiment, a most    

 

KEIR COLLECTION 
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gratifying proof of sympathy, I may perhaps venture to recommend it for your glorious consideration. 
 
     In 1899 the Regimental Sergeant Major of the 1stKDG was James Barry.  RSM Barry had served in the regiment with      
distinction for many years, and took part in their many campaigns.  He holds a particular distinction in both British and 
Austro-Hungarian military history.  When the deputation of officers went to Vienna in 1896 to conclude the formalities of 
Francis Joseph becoming Colonel-in-Chief, they were invested with various grades of the Order of the Iron Crown (these 
were not the first British officers to receive Austrian orders.  Following the conclusion of the Napoleonic Wars, a number of 
British officers were awarded the Military Order of Maria Theresa).  However, RSM Barry was the first British non-
commissioned officer to be decorated with an Austro-Hungarian Bravery Medal, and one of only three to be so distinguished. 
     It is not clear for which particular act of bravery RSM Barry received the 1st Class Silver Bravery Medal.  The Austrian 
War Archives in Vienna confirmed in 1972 that the citation for the award read: “Took part in the campaign against the Zulus” 
(from a work in progress on medals awarded to members of the 1stKDG by Clive Morris, Curator of the QDG Collection and 
Assistant Curator of The Firing Line Museum, Cardiff).  However, nothing more precise is recorded.  While there is no    
question as to the bravery of RSM Barry, and that he would have deserved such a medal, the reason for awarding the medal 
may have had more to do with Imperial (and Royal) one-upmanship.  The letter from Francis Joseph to the Queen of 4th   
February 1899 continued: 

 
      I would add that, as the Regimental Sergeant Major of the “Greys” wears a Russian medal and the Regimental Sergeant 
Major of the “Royals” a Prussian one, the King’s Dragoon Guards have expressed a wish that their Regimental Sergeant 
Major might also be decorated.  Should you condescend to make an exception to the existing regulations, I should have the 
pleasure in conferring on that non-commissioned officer my 1st Class Silver Medal for Bravery. 

With invariable attachment and veneration, Your sincerely devoted brother, Francis Josef 
 
      This generated quite a bit of correspondence and mulling-over by the military authorities, notwithstanding the speedy  
accession to the request from the Queen, as can be seen by the following extracts from correspondence contained within   
military archives: 

 February 13th 1899:  Sir Arthur Bigge, the Queen's Private Secretary, to Commander-in-Chief 
 My Dear Lord Wolseley, 
     The Queen desires me to send you the enclosed copy of a translation of a letter received from the Emperor of Austria.    
Her Majesty has replied that she has much pleasure in granting permission asked for by the Emperor. 

 
 February 14th 1899:  Military Secretary to Sir Arthur Bigge 

My Dear Bigge, 
     Lord Wolseley desires me to say that the necessary action will be taken without delay to give effect to Her Majesty's     
desires about the King's Dragoon Guards.  I return the translation of the Emperor of Austria's letter, having kept a copy with 
which to work. 

Continued on next page... 

KEIR COLLECTION 

Above left: 
A period postcard 

showing Francis Joseph 
on horseback wearing the 

uniform of the KDG. 
 

Right: 
Postcard depicting the 
changing of the guards. 
A representation of the 

pre-1915 1st King’s 
Dragoon Guards’ cap 
badge decorates the 

upper middle portion 
of the card. 

TRANSCRIPTS OF ALL 
CORRESPONDENCE COURTESY 

OF CLIVE MORRIS 
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      A memorandum by the Military Secretary to the Adjutant General dated 15th February, 1899 survives, which addressed 
the issue of conferring non-commissioned officers with foreign medals and in particular RSM Barry’s award: 
 
      The Regulations respecting foreign medals would not allow of permission being granted for Sergeant Major James Barry, 
1st Dragoon Guards, to accept and wear a foreign medal.  Such permission is only given when a British subject has been  
employed by a foreign army by the command or sanction of Her Majesty's government. 
     Nothing is known here, or in the Adjutant Generals Office, of permission having been granted to the Regimental Sergeant 
Majors of the 2nd Dragoons and 1st Dragoons to wear Russian and Prussian medals respectively.  It was proposed to confer 
a decoration on the Sergeant Major of the 2nd Dragoon Guards (Scots Grey’s), as well as other members of the Deputation 
which proceeded to St. Petersburg when the Emperor of Russia was appointed Colonel-in-Chief of that regiment, but the   
Sergeant Major, being a Warrant Officer, was held to be ineligible for a foreign medal, vide 01 37/523. 
     Her Majesty, however, occasionally granted private permission to individuals to accept and wear decorations though their 
cases did come within the regulations, it is presumed that such permission was given in the cases referred to. 
 
      The Queen’s response to Francis Joseph obviously did not take long to arrive in Vienna, as on 18th February, General 
Count Paar, Aide de Camp to Francis Joseph, wrote to the military attaché at the British Embassy in Vienna: 

 
     Her Majesty, the Queen of Great Britain, has been pleased to sanction the wearing of the Austrian eagle on the sleeve  
ornaments of the non-commissioned officers of the 1st King’s Dragoon Guards.  Further His Royal and Imperial Apostolic 
Majesty has, with the sanction of Her Majesty, conferred the accompanying Silver Medal for Bravery, of the 1st Class, on 
Regimental Sergeant Major James Barry, of the above regiment.  In having the honour to inform you of this, I beg you to  
accept the expression of my most perfect respect. 
 
      The medal was despatched to the War Office on the 20th of February for onward transmission to RSM Barry.  However, 
that was not the final issue to be resolved as can be seen from this brief exchange from March 1899: 

  
March 16th 1899:  M.S. to Adjutant General 

     Please say whether this medal is to be worn on the left breast and regarded as a “foreign medal.” 
 

 March 23rd 1899:  A.A.G. to O.6. 
     Medals are worn by soldiers in the manner prescribed for officers in dress regulations, i.e. worn on the left breast and in 
the order shown on enclosed list-recently sanctioned by the Prince of Wales. I think it may be taken as a “foreign             
decoration.” 

 
      The recognition of the officers and men of the 1stKDG by Francis Joseph was reciprocated by them.  On 10th September 
1898, Empress and Queen Elisabeth, wife of Francis Joseph, was murdered in Geneva by Luigi Lucheni.  The Golden Jubilee 
of 2nd December 1898 was celebrated under that sad cloud.  A particularly sad cloud, so far as Hungary was concerned given 
her love for the nation.  The regiment’s presentation of a tribute to Francis Joseph on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee was 
frustrated by the events in Geneva, again as recorded in the Digest of Service: 
 

 21st January 1899  Stations: Ireland 
     On the occasion of the Jubilee of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty the Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary 
K.G. and Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment - a presentation consisting of a sword together with an address and state of the 
regiment was made by the officers of the regiment.  Owing to the sad death (at the hands of an assassin), the presentation 
could not be made by the officers as had been intended, but was made by Colonel Wardrope, Military Attaché at Vienna, and 
was graciously acknowledged. 
 
      In 1903, Francis Joseph made a number of awards to officers and NCOs of the regiment.  Squadron Sergeant Samuel 
Goode was awarded the Gold Bravery Medal and Corporal Thomas Gilton received the 1st Class Silver Bravery Medal.  
Squadron Sergeant Goode is a bit of an enigma, his actual name even being in some doubt.  He is variously referred to as    
“S. Goode,” “R.S. Goode” and once as “Samuel Goode” in various documents.  Squadron Sergeant Goode seems to have seen 
service with the Victorian contingents from Australia while in South Africa, and was recommended for, and received the   
Distinguished Conduct Medal for his gallantry and good service in the Boer War.  The records, however, do not appear to 
have survived showing the citation.  Corporal Gilton also received the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his services in South 
Africa between January 1901 and July 1902.  The recommendation for recognition by his commanding officer, Lt. Colonel H. 
Mostyn Owens, states: “This NC officer has several times performed acts of great personal gallantry and has been most    
valuable as NCO in charge of special scouting parties. Recommended for DCM.”  Thomas Gilton enlisted in 1889 and was 
undoubtedly a brave man.  However, his rank within the regiment and the subsequent regiment in which he served, fluctuated 
due to what appears to have been incidents of drunkenness and rowdiness, resulting in his being demoted several times.  He 
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transferred to the 5th (Princess Charlotte of Wales’) Dragoon Guards in 1904, and ended his military service in that regiment 
in 1911, holding the rank of sergeant.  Given that Thomas Gilton regularly worked his way back up following his demotions, 
only goes to show that you can’t keep a good man down!  No similar preceding correspondence between monarchs is known 
of enabling Sergeant Goode and Corporal Gilton to wear their medals, nor is there anything beyond a general citation in 
Austro-Hungarian records that the awards were for services in South Africa.  However, given that both these NCOs received 
the DCM from, by then, King Edward VII, the award of the Imperial and Royal Bravery Medals would appear to be a        
reflection of the British awards.  This group of awards were conferred almost a year after the end of the Boer War, and shortly 
before the appointment of Francis Joseph as a Field Marshal of the British Army in September 1903.  The Regimental Digest 
records them, however, in doing so mistakenly refers to the Order of the Iron Crown as the Iron Cross: 

 
1st July 1903 

     Brigadier General Burn Murdoch inspected the Squadron after the Spring course of Instruction.  The following officers 
were decorated by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary.  Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment: 
Colonel H. M. Owen, Order of the Iron Cross 2nd Class.  Lt. Colonel S. Bogle-Smith, Order of the Iron Cross 2nd Class.     
Lt. Colonel C. J. Briggs, Order of Leopold.  Major Eastwood, Order of the Iron Cross 3rd Class.  Lt. Brocklebank, Order of 
Francis Josef.  Squadron Sergeant Goode, Gold Medal for Valour.  Corporal Gilton, Silver Medal for Valour. 
 
      Captains Bell-Smythe and Lockett were also awarded the Order of the Iron Crown (3rd Class), although these awards 
were not recorded in the Digest.  Captain Bell-Smythe also received that order when he travelled to Vienna in 1896.  This was 
noticed in Vienna and he was upgraded to the Knights Cross of the Order of Leopold on 19th July 1903. 
     On 5th September, 1904, the War Office in London wrote to Lieutenant General J.R.S. Sayer, Colonel of the regiment, 
advising him of his award of, and enclosing, the Grand Cross of the Order of Franz Josef.  The letter also records the         
permission granted by the King that Lt. General Sayer be allowed to wear the insignia.  This was the highest order to be    
conferred upon a member of the regiment. The conferment does not appear to be recorded in the Regimental Digest.        
However, the letter to Lt. General Sayer survives.  Lt. General Sayer was Colonel of the regiment from 1886 to mid 1908.  
Two further occasions when officers were decorated are shown in the Digest under the following dates: 

 
 31st October 1906 

     His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Austria, Colonel in Chief received Lt Colonel Fergusson, and Lieutenant and       
Adjutant Renton in Private Audience at the Hofburg Vienna.  His Majesty wore the uniform of the regiment and decorated   
Lt. Colonel Fergusson with the 2nd Class Order of the Iron Cross, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Renton with the Knights 
Cross of the Franz Joseph Order.  

 
 20th June 1907 

     Lt. Colonel Fergusson and Major H. J. Williams and Lieutenant and Adjutant Ridderborg were received at the Hofburg, 

Above: Corporal Thomas Gilton’s awards - the Distinguished Conduct Medal, the Queen’s South Africa Medal 
with five bars, the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, and the Austrian 1st Class Silver Bravery Medal. 

Continued on page 11... 

Courtesy of 
Liverpool Medal Company  
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UNIFORMS AND RANK INSIGNIA OF THE GENDARMERIE 
 

MAGYAR KIRÁLYI  CSENDŐRSÉG EGYENRUHÁI - RENDFOKOZATI JELZÉSEK 

Field Gendarmerie Badge 
Tábori csendőr jelvény 



B A 3 4 5 

NOTES: 
The Royal Hungarian Armed Forces uniform is “field brown” except for officers 

and administrative officials of the Air Force, who wear uniforms of a lighter shade. 
 

On the frontlines the collar tabs are worn without their decorative braid, and the shoulder 
cords are worn without branch-of-service coloured underlay, and shoulder cords and buttons 
for all ranks should be brown.  The decorative topán braid and branch-of-service coloured 

triangle, along with feather plumes are to be left off the field cap on the frontlines. 

Marching order. 
 
Service dress uniform. 
 
Cap cockade/badge. 
 
Border Rifles cap badge. 
 
Border Rifles breast badge. 
 V – XI gold 
 1 – 4 silver 
 5 – 8 brown 
 
Mountain Troops’ cap badge. 
 
The rank insignia worn on the field cap is the 
same as that worn on the cuffs of the greatcoat. 

Regular Armed Forces generals wear scarlet red 
underlay with their insignia, however, other    
generals (medical, judicial, engineering, veteri-
nary, etc.) who wear branch-of-service coloured 
insignia underlay wear dark madder red stripes 
(rather than scarlet red) on their trousers and 
breeches. 
 
Infantry, Rifles, Parachute Troops, Mountain 
Troops and Border Rifles. 
 
Armoured Troops, Motorized Rifles, Bicyclists 
and Cavalry. 
 
Parachute Troops’ insignia. 
 
Dress uniform. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 
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Award document to 
2nd Lieutenant Brocklebank for 
the Knight’s Cross of the Order 

of Francis Joseph. 
 

Above: 
An example of the decoration. 
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Vienna, in private audience by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Austria, Colonel-in-Chief, and took leave of his Majesty 
prior to the embarkation of the regiment to India.  His Majesty wore the uniform of the regiment, decorated Lt. Colonel     
Fergusson with The Knight Commander’s Cross and Star of the Franz Josef Order, Major Williams with the Commander’s 
Cross, and Lieutenant Ridderborg with the Knight’s Cross of the same order. 
 
      Francis Joseph does not appear ever to have visited the United Kingdom, certainly not during the currency of his        
command of the 1stKDG, and never had the opportunity to inspect his regiment in person.  In 1907, the rather fortunate 
Austro-Hungarian ambassador did review the regiment on his behalf on 29th June, on Hounslow Heath, near to where London  
Heathrow Airport is today.  Some six weeks later, the ambassador, Count Albert Mensdorff, accompanied by Military Attache 
Prince Liechtenstein, returned to Hounslow Heath where he presented a silver trumpet with a cloth of gold banner embroi-
dered with the Habsburg eagle and cipher to the regiment as a gift from Francis Joseph. 

Above: 
Detail of the embroidered banner 
which hung from a silver trumpet, 

which was presented to the regiment 
by Francis Joseph. 

 

Left: 
The obverse and reverse of the 

1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners 
in bronze.  The gold and silver grades 
were identical in design.  This example 

has a later, replacement Austro-Hungarian 
tri-fold ribbon - foreign recipients would 

have folded this regulation ribbon 
according to their own customs. 

...continued from page 7 

Continued on next page... 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF CLIVE MORRIS 

SÁNDOR ZEIDLER 
COLLECTION 

PÉTER SZIKITS PHOTO 



12 

     The presentation of the silver trumpet was not the only musical connection between the regiment and Austria-Hungary.  
The quick march of the regiment is the “Radetzky March” composed by Johann Strauss the Elder.  That’s the one that tradi-
tionally ends the New Year’s Day concert by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, where the audience claps along.  Although 
Francis Joseph did not introduce the march to the regiment, he did present the regimental band with a set of parts.  The march 
had been introduced by Herr Schramm, himself an Austrian, during his tenure as band master of the 1stKDG in the mid 19th 
century (the actual dates of his tenure are uncertain as appears to be his first name).  However, the march was certainly      
established as the official quick-march during the period of Francis Joseph’s Colonelship-in-Chief. 
     In 1908, Francis Joseph celebrated his Diamond Jubilee.  Imperial and Royal armed forces received the Military Jubilee 
Cross.  Francis Joseph did not wish to exclude his foreign commands, and had struck a special medal for them and for fellow 
sovereigns, field marshals, and other foreigners, which is best described as The 1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners. All      
officers and NCOs of the foreign regiments of which Francis Joseph was Colonel-in-Chief received this medal, including 
members of the 1stKDG, and is quite different from the Military Jubilee Cross awarded to the Imperial and Royal forces.        
The ribbon from which the 1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners is suspended is also quite different from the Jubilee Cross and 
the Jubilee Medal.  It was at the time unique.  The ribbon was subsequently used for the 1912-1913 Mobilisation Cross. 
     The 1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners was issued in three grades: Gold, Silver and Bronze.  The Gold medal was awarded 
to King Edward VII and to eight field marshals of the British Army including Field Marshal Sir George White, VC.  As a 
field marshal of the British Army himself, Francis Joseph wore the gold medal on his British uniforms.  The silver medal was 
awarded to military attachés serving in the diplomatic missions to Vienna, as well as to officers in Francis Joseph’s foreign 
regiments and to non Austro-Hungarian subjects serving in the Imperial and Royal Armed Forces.  The bronze medal was 
awarded to NCOs similarly serving.  According to Verleihungszahlen der Jubiläums-Medaillen für Ausländer, Zeitschrift der 
Österreichischen Gesellschaft für Ordenskunde by Jörg Steiner, altogether 36 gold, 660 silver and 1989 bronze medals were 
awarded. 
     The Imperial and Royal decree sanctioning the award to members of the 1stKDG of the 1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners 
stipulated that it be awarded to “persons serving in rank and file active duty within the regiment” on 2nd December 1908.  
This led to some confusion and two separate, and not identical, lists of those believed to have been eligible have been found.  
Of the 35 silver and 100 bronze medals received from Vienna for distribution, 13 silver and 5 bronze medals were returned as     
unissued.  However, seven members of the regiment were later shown as holding the medal were on neither of the lists      
submitted to Vienna as being eligible.  Once again the Regimental Digest records the Diamond Jubilee event: 

 
 2nd December 1908 

     The regiment celebrated the Diamond Reigning Jubilee of H I M the Emperor, Colonel in Chief, and on a Review Order 
Parade the following Officers  were,  by permission of  His Majesty King Edward VII,  decorated with  the Austrian              
Commemorative Medal in Silver: Lt. Colonel W. S. Fergusson.  Majors F. C. L. Hulton, and H. J. Williams.  Captains D. A. 

Above: The medals and decorations awarded to Field Marshall Sir George White, VC, from a 
Sotheby’s auction catalogue.  White’s 1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners in Gold is the second to last 

award in the group, which was sold in 1986 for £60,500. 
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Ramsbotham, W. G. F. Renton, G. R. H. Cheape, H. M. Appleton, and Captain and Adjutant Clifton-Brown.  Lieutenants R. S. 
Spurrill, E. A. Wienholt, W. R. F. Cooper, H. M. Fleming, C. N. Champion de Crespigny, L. H. Hawkins, and T. A. D.  
Thompson.  2nd Lieutenants L. W. White, L. W. Alexander, R. G. Fox, W. R. Read, H. S. Hatfield, and Lieutenant and      
Quartermaster W. T. J. Wells.  The same medal in brass to Regimental Sergeant Major Rea, and Bandmaster T. J. Acres.  And 
full rank NCOs 92. 
 
      This was the last occasion on which Francis Joseph conferred any order or decoration on members of the regiment.    
However, the grand total of awards given to the 1stKDG is quite significant. 
     The Firing Line – Cardiff Castle Museum of the Welsh Soldier, holds a number of the decorations referred to above.        
In particular the full set of RSM Barry and Lieutenant Brocklebank are on display there.  Bandmaster Acres who received the 
1908 Jubilee Medal for Foreigners went on to serve with the Leicestershire Yeomanry and his medals can be seen on their 
website www.paoyeomanry.co.uk with the 1908 medal silvered to match the rest, thus naughtily elevating the grade       
originally awarded.  
     The medals of Lt. General Sayer are on display at the museum.  Sadly Lt. General Sayer demitted office as Colonel of the 
regiment before 2nd December 1908, and did not receive the Jubilee Medal for Foreigners.  The Grand Cross of the Order of 
Franz Josef is not with the medals exhibited.  In the cabinet next to his are the medals of General Sir W.H. Seymour, KCB 
who was the commanding officer of The Queen’s Bays and who retired from the army in 1885. General Seymour never    
received any Austro-Hungarian decorations.  His cabinet contains the insignia of the Commander’s Cross with Star of the 
Order of Franz Josef.  The only officer of the 1stKDG who received the Commander’s Cross with Star was Lt. Colonel          
Fergusson, whose medals are not within the museum’s collection. 
     When hostilities commenced in August of 1914, Francis Joseph was relieved of his command along with the Order of the 
Garter he received in 1867 and his position as Field Marshal of the British Army.  It was not until 1915, however, that the 
1stKDG stopped using the Habsburg eagle as their regimental badge.  It is said that Francis Joseph worried about how he 
would deal with any captured KDG officers should there have been any.  Thankfully, none were captured by the Austro-
Hungarian Army, so Francis Joseph never had to resolve what would have been for him a dilemma. 
     Francis Joseph died in 1916, but his command of the 1stKDG was not forgotten.  In 1937, the regiment reverted to its     
Habsburg badge and continued to use it until 1959, when the 1stKDG merged with the Queen’s Bays and became the               
1st (Queen’s) Dragoon Guards.  The new regiment adopted the double headed eagle as its badge and it remains so to this day. 
     It is ironic that just as Austria was about to cease to be an independent state in 1938, its old imperial symbol reappeared on 
the caps and collars of some British servicemen who later went to war against the regime which eventually swallowed it up, 
and brought such misery to almost all the lands over which Francis Joseph reigned at the time he became their Colonel-in-
Chief.  
     If you ever find yourself in Cardiff, you must visit the Firing Line Museum.  As well as seeing some of the medals       
mentioned in this article, there are further examples on display, together with some very splendid exhibits tracing the history 
of the 1stKDG and Welsh infantry regiments.  You will also find a very warm welcome from the delightful, friendly and very 
helpful staff.  If you are unable to get to Wales, then you can find much more information about the 1stKDG at their successor 
regiment’s very comprehensive website www.qdg.org.uk (which I acknowledge as having provided a good deal of           
information and material for this article) and at the Firing Line Museum website www.cardiffcastlemuseum.org.uk.         
The 1stQDG website also has an online shop where no end of items bearing the double headed eagle can be found should your 
obsessions run that way. 
     Finally, I am very much indebted to Clive Morris, Curator of the QDG Museum and Assistant Curator of The Firing Line 
Museum for his forbearance in dealing with my many enquiries, and his magnificent and invaluable help in providing        
materials from which much of this article is drawn and illustrated.  I would also like to thank the staff at The Firing Line   
Museum for indulging and entertaining me so kindly on my visits.  I would also like to thank the Liverpool Medal Company 
(www.liverpoolmedals.com) for permission to use their photographic material.  Special thanks go to Dr. Gergely Pál Sallay 
of the Military History Institute and Museum in Budapest for the suggested nomenclature regarding the 1908 Jubilee Medal 
for Foreigners, for keeping me right on a number of points, and for his encouragement and assistance. 

Right: 
Cap badges of the 

King’s and Queen’s 
1st Dragoon Guards 
(from left to right, 
shown actual size): 
The pre-1915 type, 
post 1937 issue, and 

the badge in use today. 

KEIR COLLECTION - PHOTOS ALSO BY AUTHOR 
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 Our own IHMHPS Hungarian Vice-President Péter v. Laborc is always ready to lend a hand – recently, he loaned original 
uniforms from the Second World War to Dr. Tamás Révai of the University of Pécs, who was conducting studies on how the 
frigid temperatures of the Russian Front affected Hungary’s soldiers during the WW II.  The central photo shows Laborc and 

Révai with Béla – the very obliging and sophisticated mannequin equipped with a full range of diagnostic instruments.  
For more information about the results of this study, contact Tamás Révai MD, PhD at drrt@t-online.hu. 

For the 65th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, also known as the Great Patriotic War, IHMHPS 
Russian Federation Vice-President Sergey Slakaev (at left) displayed some of his impressive collection of Hungarian 
militaria at the House of Culture in Megion City, Siberia.  Artefacts from all of the combatant nations were featured, 

along with many objects found through another passion of Slakaev’s – military archaeology.   

Snapshots from around the world: 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

 Hungarian Military History Museum curator 
and IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely Pál Sallay’s 

new book on Austro-Hungarian cap badges 
of the First World War. 

 

This (1.5cm x 19.5cm x 25cm) 182-page 
full-colour volume is full of detailed images of the 
numerous cap badges that were so popular with 

WW I soldiers.  The array of insignia range from 
the sombre to the breathtaking, and Sallay’s new 

work isn’t simply a documentation of badges – 
he also explains the protocol for wearing them, 

features their manufacturers and designers, and 
even presents examples of cap badge enthusiasts 

who accumulated their collections during the 
First World War.  

 

 The text is in Hungarian, however, the book is so 
richly illustrated, anyone interested in the period’s 
insignia and iconography will be sure to enjoy it. 

MINDENT A HAZÁÉRT! (EVERYTHING FOR THE HOMELAND!) 
 

Első világháborús osztrák-magyar katonai alakulat- és emlékjelvények 
(First World War Austro-Hungarian Military Unit and Commemorative Badges) 

 

Please contact IHMHPS headquarters for ordering information! 

Badges are 
pictured in colour, 
and cover all of the 
Austro-Hungarian 

branches-of-service. 
 

Patriotic pins, rare 
insignia from the 

navy and air force, 
pages from period 

catalogues, and 
related ephemera 

are only a few of the 
areas covered in 

Mindent a hazáért! 
(Everything for 
the Homeland!) 



www.hm-him.hu 


