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A note from the Editor 
     I am pleased to announce that our own IHMHPS UK VP has been awarded the Silver 

Medal of the Hungarian Ministry of Defence Military History Institute and Museum.  

Jack Keir is always among the first to lend a helping hand, and he has worked for the 

museum as a volunteer proof-reader on their various English language publications over 

the past few years. These included the numismatic section of the catalogue of the      

Museum of Relics in Arad (founded in the late 19th century to commemorate the     

martyrs of the 1848-1849 War of Independence), which was published with the        

cooperation of the museum; and the English version of a book on the history and collec-

tions of the institution, which is to be published next year.  He has also helped with the 

English summaries of the Hadtörténelmi Közlemények and the museum yearbook.  
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The original Magyar Front was the 

weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighter’s Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until 

the end of the Second World War. 

On our cover: A distinguished member of the 

Hungarian National War Invalids, Widows and Orphans Association 

on parade with members of the Frontline Fighters’ Association. 

Congratulations Jack! 
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Article and illustrations by Peter Czink - Photographs by Lorraine Weideman 

The Question of the War Invalid’s Uniform 

HONSz members who were allowed to wear the uniform of 

the organization.  Again I asked every expert I know about 

what this uniform was like, but no one seemed to have ever 

seen one. 

     I left the case on the back-burner, and kept looking for 

anything which might be related to HONSz, as I continued 

specializing on the artefacts of the Frontline Fighters’      

Association. Many Hungarian First World War veterans 

qualified for what is known as the Hadirokkant jelvény (War 

Invalid’s Badge) – at first a 22mm-wide pin to be worn on 

the lapel, instituted by the Ministry of Defence on March 

31st, 1931. It was intended for those soldiers who were 

wounded during WWI or who became sick due to their war 

service, and whose health and ability to earn a living was 

diminished by 25% or more. It could also be worn on the 

ribbon of the Medal for the Wounded or the Hungarian WWI 

Commemorative Medal, and later, from 1943 it could also be 

attached to the ribbon of the Tűzkereszt (the World War II          

campaign/wound medal often called the “Fire Cross” in  

English). 

     Some of my document groups from Hungarian veterans 

also have papers from HONSz, and it’s quite clear that this 

organization used the war invalid’s logo throughout its    

existence.  Soon I added a flagpole top to my collection, 

which could have only come from an organization, and not 

      Collecting militaria has brought me joy since childhood, 

and adding a new piece to my collection is always exciting.  

There have been, however, a couple of items which have 

caused some frustration – both of them from the Hadirokkan-

tak, Hadiözvegyek és Hadiárvák Országos Nemzeti 

Szövetsége (National War Invalids, Widows and Orphans  

Association), or HONSz. 

     Although there were a number of groups in Hungary   

advocating the needs and rights of these survivors of World 

War I, it was only on January 26th, 1929 that one of them, 

HONSz, was sanctioned by the Ministry of the Interior. It 

was closely related to the Frontline Fighters’ Association, so 

I have been particularly interested in it. 

     My first annoyance came from a little publication I found, 

printed around 1935 and entitled HONSz Alapszabályai, 

Ügyrendje, Fegyelmi és Jelvényszabályzata (HONSz Consti-

tution, Statutes, Disciplinary and Insignia Regulations).     

Its forty-five pages begin with a disappointing statement 

informing me that a similar publication of the HONSz     

uniform regulations would be published separately (I have 

exhausted my resources, both amateur and academic, without 

finding even a single reference to this mysterious publica-

tion).  One of my main interests is uniforms, and some time 

after I acquired another piece that fuelled the flame of my 

determination to get to the bottom of it all – an ID card from 

1936 (without a photo!) specifically intended as a permit for 

Above: HONSz ID permit to wear the uniform of the organization from 1936. Corporal István Pintér, 

from Nagykőrös, served in the 29th Honvéd Infantry Regiment and was also a recipient of both the HONSz 

and the Frontline Fighters’ Association Badges of Honour (pictured 75% actual size). 

Continued on page 6... 
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An invitation for the June 12th, 1938 HONSz Budapest District VII Chapter general meeting. 

A note of appreciation from the HONSz Budapest District X Chapter - August 13th, 1943.  
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Above: A very fine quality, early HONSz field cap.  Like in the 

Frontline Fighters’ Association, former officers would wear gold 

cockades, and all members wore the same smooth “bone” buttons. 

The standard War Invalid’s Badge for wear in the 

lapel buttonhole (left), and a miniature version (right). 

The insignia pictured in the middle is a period decal, man-

ufactured to be applied behind glass. 

Left: A commemorative pin from the 1937 HONSz 

reunion in Budapest. Right: A HONSz flagpole nail. 

(All badges shown actual size) 

HONSz 
flagpole top. 

(Shown 
actual size) 
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it away, among my odds and ends, and excitedly dragged it 

out again when I managed to win a very suggestive photo 

from an online auction – a veteran in uniform, wearing the 

very same woven insignia!  He also wore the standard War 

Invalid’s Badge on his lapel, but his cap was from the   

Frontline Fighters’ Association. Was he a member of the 

veterans’ association or of HONSz?  Or perhaps both?  The 

woven arm insignia, I thought, must have had more         

significance than his war invalid status alone – why would he 

wear it along with his official lapel badge?  I hypothesized 

that most members of HONSz would also be eligible for 

an individual, featuring the same insignia. Next came a    

curious piece of headgear which is exactly similar to the field 

cap of the Frontline Fighters’ Association, except for the 

cockade, which has a miniature War Invalid’s Badge in its 

centre. At around this time, I also had the opportunity to  

purchase a unique version of this badge, of curious woven 

manufacture, which I simply assumed was an unofficial item, 

perhaps no more than a period memento made for an ex-

serviceman. It created some interest within the collectors’ 

community as it had never been encountered before – and 

our museum experts hadn’t seen anything like it either.  I put 

The leadership of the HONSz Pestszenterzsébet Chapter in 1943. 

At first glance, most of the men in this tableau look like members of the Frontline Fighters’ Association, 

however, they are wearing the HONSz uniform and the War Invalid’s Badge on their lapels.  

Even though HONSz had its own unique insignia for eight years prior to the taking of this image, 

it doesn’t appear on the chapter’s flag, which was probably made earlier.  The majority of the female members 

wear the new HONSz membership badge and what looks to be a special HONSz female uniform. 

...continued from page 3 

Continued on page 8... 
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Pictured at left: 

The HONSz insignia worn on the left sleeve of the 

uniform tunic.  This very unusual woven badge is a 

representation of the official War Invalid’s Badge and is 

made from dark and light green fibres, highlighted with 

fine gold metallic thread.  Even if the wearer’s left faces the 

camera, it can be very difficult to notice in old photographs. 

(Shown actual size) 

Right: 

A fine portrait of a 

uniformed member of 

HONSz.  Dated November 

1st, 1937 on the back, this 

former NCO (note the 

silver shoulder cords and 

buttons) wears the HONSz 

uniform tunic with the 

distinctive woven arm 

insignia, along with his 

official War Invalid’s 

Badge in the buttonhole 

of his lapel.    
 

His field cap, however, 

is a curious, non-regulation 

version from the Frontline 

Fighters’ Association with 

a larger felt helmet badge 

on the front, soutache 

braid around the crown, 

and a topán decoration 

on the side.  This may 

indicate that he was 

originally a member of 

that organization. 
 

His leather cross-strap 

has a coloured backing, 

which could be from his 

original veteran’s uniform, 

or HONSz may have also 

used a similar system 

to distinguish their 

members’ position within 

the organization. 
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Facing page: A St. Stephan’s Day gathering of HONSz members - August 20th, 1938.  Although the usual mix of 

field cap insignia variations can be seen, at least three members of the HONSz leadership stand in the foreground.  

A black armband covers the area where the woven arm badge is worn on the gentleman holding the two canes, his 

distinctive HONSz rank designation is on his left cuff.  That can also be seen on his two comrades on his left, who 

clearly wear the woven arm badge on their tunic sleeves.  Several men also wear the new oval HONSz cap cockade.  
 

Below: In this remarkable photograph, well known advocate of all things Hungarian and newspaper 

proprietor Harold Sidney Harmsworth, the 1st Viscount Rothermere chats with HONSz members.  The woven 

arm badge can be clearly seen on the tall officer in the centre (who wears the HONSz Badge of Honour above 

the 1937 HONSz reunion badge on his left pocket), as well as the gentleman on the far right of the photo.  

Now most of the uniformed members have the new oval HONSz cockades on their caps.  Another interesting 

aspect to this image is the helmeted Frontline Fighters’ Association member standing among the group, 

who is none other than one of that association’s founding and most active members Caesar De Sgardelli. 

fighters.  Much to my surprise, I found quite a few – consid-

ering the woven arm badge is particularly elusive, as it is 

much the same colour as the uniform itself. 

     By the mid-1930s HONSz developed its own insignia, 

and used it in conjunction with the older War Invalid’s 

Badge for its more than 100,000 members. The 1935  

HONSz Constitution, Statutes, Disciplinary and Insignia 

Regulations describes this very powerful insignia which  

membership in the Frontline Fighters’ Association, and some 

might even belong to both groups – so it would make sense 

that their uniforms would be similar. 

     Over the years, I have gathered a respectably large collec-

tion of period photos of Hungarian WWI veterans – many of 

which I had not yet had time to examine carefully, so I set 

about with a lens to search for the uniform of the HONSz 

organization, which may be hiding among those frontline 

...continued from page 6 

Continued on page 10... 
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The new membership badge (left) was also available in a more expensive enamelled version, like the one 

used for the cap cockade (centre).  At right is an example of the miniature membership buttonhole badge. 

(Actual size) 

the new cockade for the HONSz field cap.  The rank distinc-

tions within the organization would have been similar to 

those of the Frontline Fighters’ Association, however, 

HONSz leaders also wore a special braid designation on the 

cuff of their uniform tunics.  We can’t be sure of its exact 

significance (and they were most likely worn only on the left 

sleeve, along with the woven War Invalid’s Badge), but 

since most such Hungarian organizations of the period used 

similar combinations of braid to denote positions of leader-

ship, we can assume that this was also the case with HONSz.  

The braid would have been of gold or silver, or a            

combination of both.  Perhaps one day an example of the 

HONSz uniform regulations will be discovered, and an exact 

account of its insignia can be investigated. 

features the mythical Hungarian Turul bird, with one of its 

wings broken, perched upon a sword above the tri-coloured 

national shield.  Below that is an equally poignant represen-

tation of an oak and a broken olive branch, representing  

honour and the fragility of peace. 

     According to the regulation booklet, two sizes were avail-

able – a large version, known as a díszjelvény (Badge of 

Honour) would be awarded to founding (alapító) and       

lifetime (örökös) members, or to people who performed  

exemplary work in the interests of HONSz.  The smaller size 

would be for honorary (tiszteletbeli), regular (rendes), and 

supporting (pártoló) members. 

     This new insignia was featured on many items, including 

...continued from page 8 

Illustrations shown 
actual size. 
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Below: 

A HONSz field cap for a former NCO (the dark, tarnished braid is actually silver) 

featuring the new cap cockade - the organization’s badge on a red and green cord rosette. 

The two versions of the cap cockade are illustrated at right. 
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Right: A modern sketch, shown actual 

size, of the HONSz rank/position insignia. 

It was most likely gold for the higher leadership. 

Leaders of HONSz Budapest District VI Chapter. 

The man second from left is János Herzum, the co-president, 

and at far right is Ferenc Sárkány who held the position of 

president. His woven arm badge can be 

seen very clearly above the rank 

distinction on his cuff. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Gyula Hittig was a very active HONSz honorary co-president. His 

HONSz ID card, which he used from 1929 until 1936 is pictured above. 
 

Facing page: A letter of commendation from HONSz President (Dr. 

vitéz Árvátfalvi Nagy István) praising his work for the organization. 

Also on the facing page, near the top of 

the document, is a bronze oak leaf and acorn 

which was given as a fundraising memento to 

those who supported the building of a 

permanent war invalid’s home. 
 

It’s engraved to Ferenc v. Székely, 

the long-time HONSz National Secretary 

and editor of the organization’s official 

publication Hadirokkantak Lapja. 
 

The signature opposite that of the 

HONSz president (at the bottom left of 

the document) is illegible, however, 

it is almost certainly “Székely Ferenc.” 

Left: 

The HONSz Badge of Honour in its presentation 

case. The exterior lid decoration is pictured above 

the open case. (Shown actual size) 
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Above:  Gyula Hittig’s award document for the HONSz Badge of Honour. 
 

The HONSz Badge of Honour was made of two pieces, and an earlier version (left) exists which features a  

different central Hungarian coat of arms, damaged by the Treaty of Trianon and spanned 

by a black stripe of mourning. This design is rarely seen and was abandoned in 

favour of the new one (right), which became standard. 

Actual size of 

award document is 

33cm x 44.5cm 

Below: Detail from 

a period HONSz 

certificate. 
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CZINK 
COLLECTION 

PRIVATE 
COLLECTION 



15 

comments. He feels that display of a uniform without      

historical knowledge is no more than a theatrical costume: 

“Looking good is one thing - you also have to know the his-

tory (at least the basics) behind the uniform and equipment.  

This, and knowledge of contemporary military drill, ensures 

authenticity.” Ferenc continued: “Re-enacting is a live     

historical display - people would be very disappointed if they 

went to a museum and a uniform in a display case was put 

together incorrectly - the same should apply to re-enacting.” 

      Like any other hobby, there is a learning process which, 

in time, adds to its enjoyment.  “100% authenticity is impos-

sible - but you should endeavour to be as close to it as you 

can, through the development of your equipment and   

knowledge.  One’s budget will always be a key factor, so 

start with the basics – spend your money wisely and build 

your presentation.” 

     There is also a common tendency for the beginner to 

choose elite units or to “over-decorate” themselves.  “Avoid 

wearing medals for exceptional deeds unless you are       

representing a specific historical personality. Show respect  

to those from the past who sacrificed so much.  And never 

wear modern awards and insignia on historical uniforms.”   

A re-enactor should not only keep their financial limits in 

mind, but the physical ones too. “A young twenty-something 

would look odd in the uniform of a battle-seasoned general, 

just as an older, robust fellow would look conspicuous kitted 

out like a buck-private. An army needs administrative      

officials too, so if you wouldn’t be able to actually do the 

physical training to qualify for an elite paratrooper unit,   

perhaps a less active branch-of-service would be more     

suitable.” 

     I am very pleased and honoured to have Ferenc Bálint as 

a member of our team, and encourage you to seek his      

excellent advice if you are a beginner or an experienced  

historical re-enactment enthusiast. 

     I would like to introduce one of our newest members - 

Ferenc Bálint, IHMHPS Historical Re-enactment Specialist.  

Originally an archaeology technician at the Hungarian     

National Museum, Ferenc is currently employed by the Hun-

garian Military History Institute and Museum in Budapest. 

    Having access to an approachable Hungarian re-enactment 

expert has always been a hope of mine – especially one who 

also speaks English.  Although there aren’t too many enthu-

siasts outside of Hungary, there are some, and I am sure 

there would be more if information and advice was more 

readily available to English speakers. Beginners who start 

with putting together a uniform for display may one day wish 

to take part in the ever-growing events in Europe, and      

fidelity to historical authenticity, nurtured by a reliable    

expert, will make the hobby all the more enjoyable. 

     Ferenc was born in 1982 in Komárom, Hungary. He 

earned his MA in history and began historical re-enacting in 

2002 as a member of the Legio Brigetio – a Hungarian group 

specializing in the ancient Roman period of his home town.  

By 2009 he was one of the founding members of the Alba 

Societas, which represents, mostly abroad in Poland and  

Italy, the medieval Hungarian mercenaries who served in the 

Italian Wars in the second half of the 14th century. Adding to  

his affiliations in 2012, he is now 

involved with First World War 

re-enactment through the  

Military History Institute and 

Museum as well. Interested 

in military history since 

kindergarten, Ferenc is not 

only knowledgeable, but 

also helpful. I asked 

him for a few tips, 

and he offered 

some excellent 

Ferenc Bálint: IHMHPS 

Historical Re-enactment Specialist 

 

At left: Ferenc Bálint wearing the Model 1908 pike grey uniform. 

The dark brown collar, brass shoulder strap buttons, and the trouser 

braid represent the KuK 12th Infantry Regiment (Komárom) 

from 1914-1915.  He holds a 1895 M Mannlicher rifle with bayonet, 

the standard infantry weapon of the Austro-Hungarian Army. The 

madder-red Infantry Marksmanship Award hangs from his left shoulder. 

Above: The IHMHPS Re-enactor Badge. 
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 Hungarian Military History Museum curator 

and IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely Pál Sallay’s 

unprecedented work on Second World War 

Hungarian military badges and insignia. 
 

 This massive (2cm x 23.7cm x 33.3cm) 264-page 

full-colour volume is packed with photographs 

and descriptions of qualification badges from the 

various branches-of-service, including pilot’s and 

paratrooper’s wings; divisional insignia, squadron 

badges, and rare prototypes, unofficial emblems 

and commemorative items.   
 

 Rare period photos of Hungarians wearing 

the insignia bring them to life, and prototype 

drawings illustrate the design process. 
 

 Hungarian text with English language 

overview – the official name of each badge is 

also provided in English. 

SEREGSZEMLE FÉMBEN, ZOMÁNCBAN (A PARADE OF METAL) 
 

 Can be ordered directly from the publisher for $49.00 US, plus $40.00 US for registered 

priority shipping.  Payments can be made safely and conveniently via Paypal. 
 

MONARCHIA ÉREMBOLT ÉS KIADÓ 
 

www.monarchiakiado.hu  ·  info@monarchiaerembolt.hu  

Badges are pictured full

-size and in colour, and 

rarely seen period pho-

tographs show their 

regulation wear. 
 

Award documents 

and certificates, along 

with fascinating 

prototype drawings 

make Sallay’s 
A Parade of Metal 

a must for historians, 

collectors and 

enthusiasts interested 

in Hungarian insignia 

and badges of the 

1938-1945 period. 


