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A note from the Editor 
     I am pleased to announce that our own IHMHPS UK VP has been awarded the Silver 

Medal of the Hungarian Ministry of Defence Military History Institute and Museum.  

Jack Keir is always among the first to lend a helping hand, and he has worked for the 

museum as a volunteer proof-reader on their various English language publications over 

the past few years. These included the numismatic section of the catalogue of the      

Museum of Relics in Arad (founded in the late 19th century to commemorate the     

martyrs of the 1848-1849 War of Independence), which was published with the        

cooperation of the museum; and the English version of a book on the history and collec-

tions of the institution, which is to be published next year.  He has also helped with the 

English summaries of the Hadtºrt®nelmi Kºzlem®nyek and the museum yearbook.  
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The original Magyar Front was the 

weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until 

the end of the Second World War. 

On our cover: A distinguished member of the 

Hungarian National War Invalids, Widows and Orphans Association 

on parade with members of the Frontline Fightersô Association. 

Congratulations Jack! 
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HONSz members who were allowed to wear the uniform of 

the organization.  Again I asked every expert I know about 

what this uniform was like, but no one seemed to have ever 

seen one. 

     I left the case on the back-burner, and kept looking for 

anything which might be related to HONSz, as I continued 

specializing on the artefacts of the Frontline Fightersô      

Association. Many Hungarian First World War veterans 

qualified for what is known as the Hadirokkant jelv®ny (War 

Invalidôs Badge) ï at first a 22mm-wide pin to be worn on 

the lapel, instituted by the Ministry of Defence on March 

31st, 1931. It was intended for those soldiers who were 

wounded during WWI or who became sick due to their war 

service, and whose health and ability to earn a living was 

diminished by 25% or more. It could also be worn on the 

ribbon of the Medal for the Wounded or the Hungarian WWI 

Commemorative Medal, and later, from 1943 it could also be 

attached to the ribbon of the TŤzkereszt (the World War II          

campaign/wound medal often called the ñFire Crossò in  

English). 

     Some of my document groups from Hungarian veterans 

also have papers from HONSz, and itôs quite clear that this 

organization used the war invalidôs logo throughout its    

existence.  Soon I added a flagpole top to my collection, 

which could have only come from an organization, and not 

      Collecting militaria has brought me joy since childhood, 

and adding a new piece to my collection is always exciting.  

There have been, however, a couple of items which have 

caused some frustration ï both of them from the Hadirokkan-

tak, Hadiºzvegyek ®s Hadi§rv§k Orsz§gos Nemzeti 

Szºvets®ge (National War Invalids, Widows and Orphans  

Association), or HONSz. 

     Although there were a number of groups in Hungary   

advocating the needs and rights of these survivors of World 

War I, it was only on January 26th, 1929 that one of them, 

HONSz, was sanctioned by the Ministry of the Interior. It 

was closely related to the Frontline Fightersô Association, so 

I have been particularly interested in it. 

     My first annoyance came from a little publication I found, 

printed around 1935 and entitled HONSz Alapszab§lyai, 

¦gyrendje, Fegyelmi ®s Jelv®nyszab§lyzata (HONSz Consti-

tution, Statutes, Disciplinary and Insignia Regulations).     

Its forty-five pages begin with a disappointing statement 

informing me that a similar publication of the HONSz     

uniform regulations would be published separately (I have 

exhausted my resources, both amateur and academic, without 

finding even a single reference to this mysterious publica-

tion).  One of my main interests is uniforms, and some time 

after I acquired another piece that fuelled the flame of my 

determination to get to the bottom of it all ï an ID card from 

1936 (without a photo!) specifically intended as a permit for 

Above: HONSz ID permit to wear the uniform of the organization from 1936. Corporal Istv§n Pint®r, 

from NagykŖrºs, served in the 29th Honv®d Infantry Regiment and was also a recipient of both the HONSz 

and the Frontline Fightersô Association Badges of Honour (pictured 75% actual size). 

Continued on page 6... 
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An invitation for the June 12th, 1938 HONSz Budapest District VII Chapter general meeting. 

A note of appreciation from the HONSz Budapest District X Chapter - August 13th, 1943.  
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Above: A very fine quality, early HONSz field cap.  Like in the 

Frontline Fightersô Association, former officers would wear gold 

cockades, and all members wore the same smooth ñboneò buttons. 

The standard War Invalidôs Badge for wear in the 

lapel buttonhole (left), and a miniature version (right). 

The insignia pictured in the middle is a period decal, man-

ufactured to be applied behind glass. 

Left: A commemorative pin from the 1937 HONSz 

reunion in Budapest. Right: A HONSz flagpole nail. 

(All badges shown actual size) 

HONSz 
flagpole top. 
(Shown 
actual size) 
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it away, among my odds and ends, and excitedly dragged it 

out again when I managed to win a very suggestive photo 

from an online auction ï a veteran in uniform, wearing the 

very same woven insignia!  He also wore the standard War 

Invalidôs Badge on his lapel, but his cap was from the   

Frontline Fightersô Association. Was he a member of the 

veteransô association or of HONSz?  Or perhaps both?  The 

woven arm insignia, I thought, must have had more         

significance than his war invalid status alone ï why would he 

wear it along with his official lapel badge?  I hypothesized 

that most members of HONSz would also be eligible for 

an individual, featuring the same insignia. Next came a    

curious piece of headgear which is exactly similar to the field 

cap of the Frontline Fightersô Association, except for the 

cockade, which has a miniature War Invalidôs Badge in its 

centre. At around this time, I also had the opportunity to  

purchase a unique version of this badge, of curious woven 

manufacture, which I simply assumed was an unofficial item, 

perhaps no more than a period memento made for an ex-

serviceman. It created some interest within the collectorsô 

community as it had never been encountered before ï and 

our museum experts hadnôt seen anything like it either.  I put 

The leadership of the HONSz Pestszenterzs®bet Chapter in 1943. 

At first glance, most of the men in this tableau look like members of the Frontline Fightersô Association, 

however, they are wearing the HONSz uniform and the War Invalidôs Badge on their lapels.  

Even though HONSz had its own unique insignia for eight years prior to the taking of this image, 

it doesnôt appear on the chapterôs flag, which was probably made earlier.  The majority of the female members 

wear the new HONSz membership badge and what looks to be a special HONSz female uniform. 

...continued from page 3 

Continued on page 8... 
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