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(A note from the Editer

This issue of the Magyar Front is dedicated to my friend and IHMHPS UK Vice-
President Jack Keir, who passed away in February of this year (there’s a little tribute to
him on page 27). He was a very keen collector of Austro-Hungarian medals, and I think
this issue would have been his favourite.

Last year, IHMHPS member Jeff T6th brought an interesting vintage publication to
my attention — a beautifully illustrated book on Austro-Hungarian orders, decorations,
and medals that I hoped to get a copy of, however, it proved to be extremely rare and
prohibitively expensive. Turning to the curator of the numismatic collection of the
Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum, Dr. Gergely Sallay, I was able to
acquire images of the publication’s brilliantly lithographed pages.

The complexity of Austro-Hungarian ODMs has confused me on occasion, and
I knew that this would be a valuable resource to collectors and enthusiasts. Each award
was captioned in German — another stumbling block for an English speaker like myself.
I have translated them with the assistance of IHMHPS Austria VP Manfred Winter, and
endeavoured to digitally clean up and colour-correct the century-old plates.

Gergely Sallay then graciously went over everything with a fine-toothed comb,
ensuring that English speaking fans of Austro-Hungarian ODMs now have a compre-
hensive reference they will be able to easily understand. He has also provided some
background information on the original publication below. P.C

In the spring of 1918, the official gazettes of both the Austro-Hungarian Common
Army and the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces published the news that Captain
Heinrich F. Michetschlager, assigned to the Presidential Department of the Imperial and
Royal Ministry of War, was about to publish his reference work on all Austro-
Hungarian orders, decorations and medals, also including the Teutonic Order and the
Sovereign Order of Malta.

The publication of the large book, measuring 40cm x 52cm and containing 50 written
pages and 35 colour plates with about 450 images, was compiled with the consent of the
Ministry of War and it was to be sold for 140 Kronen or korona.

According to the gazettes, the reference book was to be titled Ordensbuch der dster-
reichisch—ungarischen Monarchie (Book of the Orders of the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy) and supplements were planned to be added to it later. It was also declared
that a significant part of the income would go to humanitarian purposes.

The end of the First World War and the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy in the autumn of 1918 affected the publishing of this reference work, but
fortunately, for the good of those interested in the Austro-Hungarian decorations system,
it was published in 1919 in Vienna by the War Charity Office of the Military
Liquidation Agency. The book’s actual title reflected the political changes: Das
Ordensbuch der gewesenen Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Monarchie. Orden, Kreuze,
FEhrenzeichen, Medaillen, Denkmiinzen, Dienstzeichen, Matrikelzeichen, Amtsabzeichen
etz. (Book of the Orders, Decorations and Medals of the Former Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy). 1t contained 40 pages of text and 26 plates.

Captain Michetschldger’s reference book is a fount of knowledge to all those
researching or collecting Austro-Hungarian orders, decorations, and medals. It includes
detailed information on all medals: their institution, statutes, history, wearing, order of
precedence, but the most useful part is the 24 colour plates that show almost all possible
variants of Austro-Hungarian decorations; even versions that were not even awarded or
are hardly seen by the ordinary researcher or collector today.

The period images (photographs of actual pieces printed in colour by lithography) are
an invaluable reference. Although there are a few mistakes in the book (most of which
have now been corrected for the English version) it clearly remains a highly reliable and
useable reference guide. G.S.

Our Cover:

The images on this issue’s cover are from Plate VI in the series of illustrations from
Das Ordensbuch der gewesenen Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Monarchie. Orden,
Kreuze, Ehrenzeichen, Medaillen, Denkmiinzen, Dienstzeichen, Matrikelzeichen,
Amtsabzeichen etz., and chronologically followed the plate on page 5.

High ranking national orders and orders of knighthood came with appropriate forms
of gala dress, worn according to their various grades.
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Jehn Heir 1961-2021

We met for the first time virtually, so many years ago, through a sale of a medal
offered on an online auction that was then in its infancy. Jack and I quickly realized
that we had a lot in common — I live in Vancouver (his favourite home away from
home), we both shared a passion for all things Hungarian, and he was a proper
Scotsman (a Scottish couple took my new immigrant parents under their wings here in
Canada, after 1956 — my adopted auntie and uncle had a significant influence on my
early years).

Thanks to modern technology I had the privilege of getting to know Jack very well
over the years, and his passion for travel brought him to my home a number of times
too. Now when I look back on our correspondence it lovingly overwhelms me —
we shared everything from our aches and pains to our favourite pastimes — he was
always ready to chat — even when it was about our saddest moments. When I wanted
to revive those sweet memories of my auntie and uncle, we chatted in Scots. Here in
my living room, after peppering him with my usual barrage of questions, he patiently
wrote down (in his beautiful script) a detailed explanation of the old British currency, and the mystifying (to me) Scottish
terms for meals (“For some lunch is dinner, and if lunch is your dinner, dinner is your tea. If lunch is your lunch then dinner
is dinner. Supper is post-dinner...”).

John Keir was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1961. He was admitted to the Edinburgh University Faculty of Law in 1978,
and graduated with an Honours Degree in 1982, and after a post graduate year he commenced his training as a solicitor.
Following many years in private practice he entered the Procurator Fiscal Service (the Scottish public prosecution and death
investigation service) in 1999 and became Senior Procurator Fiscal Depute assigned to a specialist post at Crown Office in
Edinburgh. He worked in many places across the country, including Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline and Falkirk before he retired
in late 2019.

Jack was very highly respected - Derek McEwan, Fife Divisional Police Commander summed it up well: “John always
made himself available to provide advice and guidance to officers of all ranks and was a key individual in the preparation for
court of some of the most significant criminal investigations policing in Fife have encountered. As a fiscal depute, John
dedicated so much of his time, not only in supporting policing in Fife, but in making the communities of Fife and Scotland a
safer place for all.”

After becoming involved with the World Federation of Hungarian Veterans, Jack joined my new association, the
International Hungarian Military History Preservation Society, in 2008. Always ready to write articles and proof-read others,
and offer sage advice on top of that, I asked him to represent the IHMHPS in the UK as one of our vice-presidents. He
supported and assisted the Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum in Budapest, took part in our 2006 50" anniver-
sary of the Hungarian Revolution commemorations in Vancouver — honestly, he was so enthusiastic I will never be able to
calculate the enormous amount of awareness he has raised about Hungary. We Magyars value our native Hungarian heroes —
but someone like Jack — a Hungarophile by choice who served our cause above and beyond, ranks him just a wee bit above
P.Cz.

John Keir’s military history related awards:
Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum Silver Medal, IHMHPS Gold Service Cross,
ITHMHPS Silver Service Cross, IHMHPS Bronze Service Cross with Clasp, IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross,
World Federation of Hungarian Veterans (MHBK) Gold Service Medal, MHBK 1956 Commemorative Medal,
MHBK Silver Service Medal, Austrian Veterans’ Association (OKB) Silver Service Medal,
OKB Fund Raising Award, OKB 1854-2014 Jubilee Medal, Kalman v. Mikecz Armed Forces
and Hussar Historical Preservation Society 2005-2015 Jubilee Medal, IHMHPS Badge of Honour,

and the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Commemorative Badge.
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AWARDS AND INSIGNIA OF THE IHMHPS

!w 1. Badge of Honour

5.2014-2018
3 Commemorative
(for THMHPS leadership). 6. Gold Badge 7 Silver
2008-2018 2008-2018
Commemorative Commemorative
Badge

Badge

2. Badge of Honour 3. Badge of Honour
(for THMHPS members). (for non-members). 4. Lifetime Membership Badge (prototype)

Iii

13. Gold Service Cross, 15. Gold Service Cross

N

|

17. Insignia of the Magyar Front
and Military History Correspondent.

8. Insignia of the
International Hungarian
Military History
Preservation Society.

9. Gold Service Cross, second award, 11. Gold Service Cross with second award. 16. Ribbon bar for fig. 15.
with miniature Badge of Honour.*  miniature Badge of Honour.* 14. Ribbon bar for fig. 13. ) o
10. Ribbon bar for fig. 9. 12. Ribbon bar for fig. 11. 18.2014-2018 Commemorative Insignia

!

27. Bronze Service Cross, 29. Bronze Service Cross

R 4
9y ALK

21. Silver Service Cross, 23. Silver Service Cross

19. Silver Service Cross with second award. 24. Ribbon bar for fig. 23. 25. Bronze Service Cross with second award. 30. Ribbon bar for fig. 29.
miniature Badge of Honour.* 22. Ribbon bar for fig. 21. miniature Badge of Honour.* 28. Ribbon bar for fig. 27.
26. Ribbon bar for fig. 25.

20. Ribbon bar for fig. 19.

32. Ribbon bar
for fig. 31.

36. Ribbon bar
for fig. 00.

33. IHMHPS 35. IHMHPS
Membership Badge Membership Badge
in gold (old style). in silver(old style).
38. Meritorious Service Clasp for IHMHPS members who have
31.2014-2018 Commemorative 385 IH}I]\{[ HPSd not received their first Service Cross, and for non-members. 40. Magy ar Front 20th 37.2014-2018
Cross with Magyar Front 20th Membership Badge anniversary badge. Commemorative Cross
anniversary device. . . . X X )
*The miniature Badge of Honour is only worn on the highest grade of the Service Cross when the full-size badge is not worn.
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Selected Artefacts

from the Hungarian

Military History Institute
and Museum in

Its Centenary Year

1918-2018 .




