


 
 

 
 

Membership badges of the Magyar Frontharcos Szövetség 
 
 
One of the first requirements for the new member of the old Hungarian Veterans’ Association was to 
purchase an insignia in the form of a ‘buttonhole badge’.  These badges were worn on the left lapel of 
the uniform tunic or the civilian jacket.  It was available in two sizes, 2.5mm x 1.5mm for the uniform 
and 1.5mm x 1mm for civilian clothes.  A 1942 price list advertises them for 2 Pengõ each. 
 
The badge took the form of the official insignia of the veterans’ movement - steel helmet over a sword 
and spray of laurel leaves, superimposed over a representation of the Károly Csapatkereszt (Karl Troop 
Cross); the medal awarded to all Hungarian combatants who served during the First World War.  The 
dates ‘1914’ and ‘1918’ appeared below the cross on either side of the sword. 
 
Illustrated are 5 variants of the large buttonhole badge made by the firm of Beránn of Budapest.  They 
are extremely well made, die-struck, solid backed badges with the helmet and sword being separately 
attached.  The centre badge is the exception, being a stamped, one-piece and hollow-backed – this ver-
sion was most probably offered as a less expensive alternative. 
 
Members who were in positions of leadership were distinguished by white enamel on their badges, 
with corresponded with the white coloured backing behind their helmet badges.  The second insignia in 
the illustration is an example of the regular member’s badge. 
 
The fourth badge is that of a Katonaviselt (former soldier) member, who had seen military service but 
not on the front line or not necessarily during wartime. 
 
One of the most interesting of the buttonhole badges I have yet encountered is the fifth one pictured.  
Very little information is available regarding it, but the differences between it and the other badges are 
quite obvious.  Instead of the Károly Csapatkereszt being in the background, it has been replaced with 
the Tûzkereszt, or ‘Fire’ Cross (the ‘fire’ being front line gun fire).  This medal was first instituted in 
1941 for combatants of the Second World War, which means that this badge was intended for veterans 
of W.W.II.  It must have been very short lived, as they were certainly not worn once the hostilities had 
ended. 



 
 

World War II Hungarian Losses 

 
When we study Hungarian military history, we usually concentrate on particular battles, types of units, 
or militaria in general.  Sometimes we forget to think on those who suffered.  The following is a brief 
rundown of the Hungarian losses during the Second World War. 
 
 The country itself suffered greatly.  Most of the cities, especially Budapest, lay in ruins from the allied 
bombing.  The retreating Germans blew up all of the bridges and took with them as much as they could 
carry – followed by the Russians who took more or less what remained.  Soviet soldiers perpetrated 
many excesses, robbing, looting and raping.  What they couldn’t carry away they destroyed on the spot.  
Hungary’s economic recovery was made nearly impossible by the pillaging and destruction.  Hungary’s 
defeat and impoverishment was guaranteed by the Paris Peace Treaty signed on 1947.II.10 – the Trianon 
borders were restored, an even more land was awarded to Czechoslovakia.  It imposed reparations of 
$300,000,000.00 and severely limited Hungary’s armed forces.  These treaty provisions were to be super-
vised by the Soviet occupying forces. 
 
Surrendered Hungarian Army units proceeded in proper military formation homeward, with letters of 
safe conduct carried by their officers from the Anglo-American military authorities. Red Army units  
intercepted them at Wiener Neustadt in Austria, tore up their letters, and took them prisoner.  They were 
immediately shipped to prison camps in Russia where they remained an average of four years. 
 
The Hungarians lost 300,000 in military personnel killed-in-action and missing-in-action, as well as 
325,000 prisoners-of-war to the Soviets.  The western allies held 280,000 Hungarian POWs. 
 
On the eastern front; from 1941.VI.26. – 1943.I.12. 8,000 prisoners were taken; from 1943.I.12. – 
1944.III.19. 87,000 prisoners were taken; and from 1944.III.19. – 1944.IX.15. 10,000 prisoners were 
taken.  In Hungary 150,000 prisoners were taken.  After the armistice; 15,000 prisoners were taken in 
Austria; 10,000 in Germany; and 45,000 in Czechoslovakia. 
 
The Red Army rounded up 295,000 civilians – men, women and children between the ages of 13 to 61 
years and deported them to slave labour camps in the Soviet Union. 
 
At one point, 600 Hungarian POWs and deportees were marched from Skotarska to the Ukraine.  400 
perished from sickness and exhaustion.  Guards shot stragglers out of hand.  
 
In Marshansk, in the autumn there were 37,000 prisoners – by spring only 1,700 were alive. 
 
In camp JU286 in Krivoj Kazan, 1,200 of the 2,000 Hungarians died by 1945. 
 
In camp 7362/6 at Stalingrad, 843 of the 1,825 Hungarian prisoners survived. 
 
At the staging camp in Focsani, Romania, 40% of the 2,000 Hungarian prisoners died in a period of four 
months. 
 
The fate of the 150,000 Hungarian prisoners who were native to the areas awarded to Czechoslovakia, 
Romania and Yugoslavia by the Paris peace Treaty is still unknown. 
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Militaria Display at the Hungarian Hall 
By Peter Czink 

 
 

 
 
     I thought that the annual ‘Open House’ at the Hungarian Hall on June 6th, 1999 would be the perfect 
opportunity to display part of my collection of Hungarian militaria.  I had two reasons for wanting to put 
on this display; first of all I wanted to promote our newly re-formed Vancouver Chapter of the 
Hungarian Veterans’ Association. Secondly I hoped that such a display might interest others; bringing to 
life old relics, often only read about in history books.  The display turned out to be a great success.  Very 
much interest was shown from young and old alike – our display, along with tables of Hungarian 
porcelain, antique dolls, and excellent Hungarian food, kept the hall packed with happy people. 
 
     I would like to thank all of you who came, your support was greatly appreciated.  Special thanks go 
to Lorraine Weideman, József Pataky, and Arran Saul who helped with the display.  Also to Jürgen 
Kaminski who kindly took all of these photographs. 
 



      
The first glass display case contained items primarily from the First World War.  They included aviation
badges, decorations from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, W.W.I veterans’ memorabilia and a beautiful
medal group recently donated by Károly Borbás, editor of the Hadak Útján. 
 

      
The second case featured W.W.II artefacts.  Air force items, including a rare Hungarian Air Force NCO’s
dagger were displayed along with medals and badges from the army and the Levente Youth. 



 

The centrepiece of the display was the combat 
uniform of Major-General Kálmán Török.  This 
highly decorated soldier finished the First World 
War as an Infantry Captain.  During the year of 
1938 he acted as Chief of the Wartime 
Organisation Office in the Ministry of Defence. 
From February of 1940 until August of 1941, 
Török was in command of the 12th Infantry 
Brigade. 
 
On July 1st 1940 he was promoted to Major-
General, and retired in November of 1941.  He 
remained in reserve until the end of the Second 
World War. 
 
All of his decorations were displayed on his 
tunic.  They include the ‘Middle’, Officer’s and 
Knight’s Cross of the Hungarian Merit Order. 
The display was complete with a very rare 
officer’s parade helmet. 

In the centre of the display was a small stand
with a plastic copy of a World War II
Hungarian helmet.  Several years ago, during a
visit to Hungary, I stumbled across the
meeting place of the Doni Bajtársak
Szövetsége (The Don River Veterans’
Association).  The Hungarian Army suffered
tremendous losses on the Don River, and the
few men who remained are very close today.
They welcomed me into their group with open
arms.  I think of these heroes fondly, and as I
reflected on their hospitality and graciousness,
I couldn’t help but think of how much easier
life is here in Canada.  I decided to make this
little ‘donation helmet’ for them.  I want them
to know we are thinking of them. 
 
I was thrilled to find $145.65 in the helmet at
the end of the day.  I hope that they will find
this little sum useful. 



      
     While planning this display, I decided to put together an interesting variety of military items. 
Although most of our members are very well versed in our nation’s military history, and a more 
academic selection would have been all right; I wanted everyone who was at the Open House to enjoy it.  
Variations and obscurities that would stimulate the historian and collector may have been a little dry for 
most onlookers.  I chose some of my most visually stunning pieces; for example the General’s Parade 
Attila in the right of the photograph below.  A small collection of helmets from the First and the Second 
World War, including an Air Raid and Fireman’s helmet can also been seen.  

EXTRA MHBK 
EMBROIDERED BADGES 
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The Hungarian Cross of Merit and the Hungarian Order of Merit 
By Peter Czink 

 
Even among the world’s vast array of decorations, the Hungarian Order of Merit, or Magyar Érdemrend, 
stands out as one of the most elegant and attractive.  Rarely equalled in quality, each grade is a work of
the finest craftsmanship.  All grades were gilded silver, with enamel work that is considered to be of the 
highest quality in the world. This article will deal with the order from the period before the Second
World War until the end of that conflict.  It was during this time that it went through a number of
changes and had many additions made to it.  Even as far as orders go, the Hungarian Order of Merit is
particularly complex – there are many combinations and variations that tend to confound the historian
and collector alike.  I have found that over the years, many people writing about it have made important 

omissions – making the task of distinguishing some 
of the more obscure types very difficult. 
 
Although it was developed in 1922, the order was
officially instituted on June 19th 1923 as the 
Hungarian Cross of Merit, or Magyar Érdemkereszt. 
This is an important point to make note of, as it was 
not called the Hungarian Order of Merit until 1935.
The Hungarian Cross of Merit came in five classes, a
Grand Cross, and two Medals of Merit.  The highest
grade was not the First Class, but the Grand Cross.  It
consisted of a dark green sash with narrow white,
then red stripes toward each edge.  On the sash was
attached a 61mm cross.  Along with the sash and
cross was a breast star that was similar to the First
Class star, but with gold rays between the arms of
the cross that is mounted on the star.  The First Class 
is pictured at left – the cross measures 50mm and 
hangs from a plain green sash; and with it is a 90mm
pin-back breast star.  The Second Class consists of a 
53mm cross worn at the neck, which could be
awarded with or without a smaller 79mm four-
pointed breast star.  The Third Class is a cross, which
was worn pinned to the left breast pocket – these 
severely convex crosses measure 50mm across.  The
Fourth Class was worn from a dark green tri-fold 
ribbon with the other medals above the left pocket, 
and measures 41mm.  The Fifth Class looked like the
Fourth, but was silver in colour and had no enamel
on the arms.  The last two grades are the Medals of
Merit, Silver and Bronze, which are 38mm in
diameter and hang from the same green ribbon. 



 
 
In 1935 the name was changed from the Magyar Érdemkereszt to the Magyar Érdemrend, or Hungarian 
Order of Merit.  At this time the classes were changed along with a number of subtle design elements.  
Here we have a comparison photo of a Fourth Class Hungarian Cross of Merit at left and a Knight’s Cross 
of the Hungarian Order of Merit at right.  The 
green enamelled wreath on the Hungarian 
Cross of Merit (HCM) is a little more detailed,  
to the touch it is more three-dimensional than 
the newer, somewhat more stylised Knight’s 
Cross.  The three mountains beneath the crown 
and ‘double cross’ on the HCM always have a 
‘pebbled’ finish, where the mountains on the 
Hungarian Order of Merit (HOM) are finished 
with fine diagonal lines.  On the earlier HCM, 
you will also find that the central red 
enamelled disk is more convex.  The HCM has either a plain or pebbled finish under the transparent 
green enamel that runs along the edges of the arms of the cross.  The HOM has fine lines – ‘a laddered’ 
design that can plainly be seen under the enamel.  The reverses of the crosses remained the same – all 
grades except the stars have a round medallion on the reverse with the Latin words ‘SI – DEUS – PRO – 
NOBIS – QUIS – CONTRA – NOS 1922’. 
 
The two highest grades remained the Grand Cross and the First Class, just like the Hungarian Cross of 
Merit.  Next came the Middle Cross, or Magyar Érdemrend középkeresztje with the 79mm four pointed 
breast star pictured below.  The neck cross alone is the next lower grade – it’s interesting that previously, 

the star and cross could be awarded together or alone, yet was considered 
only one class.  As before, the breast cross, known now as the Officer’s 
Cross or Tisztikerezt, was worn pinned to the left pocket on the uniform.  
The next grade was the same as the old Forth Class cross, but the name was 
changed to the Knight’s Cross, or Lovagkereszt.  The Fifth Class was done 
away with and replaced by three Crosses of Merit, in Gold, Silver and 
Bronze.  The Gold Class looked very much like the HCM Fifth Class, except 
the red circular centre field of enamel was omitted.  The Silver and Bronze 
grades had no enamel.  The two Medals of Merit remained, and the ribbons 
for all the classes stayed the same as before. 

 
The Second World War brought about even more changes to the order.  A new grade of the Grand Cross 
was established, known as the Grand Cross with Holy Crown, or Szent Koronával ékesitet nagykeresztje.  
A large Crown of St. Stephan was added to the suspension ring of the sash cross and above the green 
enamelled wreath on the breast cross.  At this time ‘swords’, ‘war decoration’ and ‘war ribbon’ were 
introduced.  These additions follow the traditional Hungarian and Austro-
Hungarian policy of instituting further distinctions to medals awarded 
during wartime and in actual combat conditions, and are illustrated well on 
the Officer’s Cross at the right.  The swords, which are between the arms of 
the crosses, denote that the award was made for military personnel who 
distinguished themselves in the face of the enemy.  The war decoration was 
for distinguished military acts not necessarily in the face of the enemy, but 
in wartime, consisted of green enamelled laurel leaves which were added 
between the right and left, and bottom arms of the breast star crosses and 
the Officer’s Cross.  The red war ribbon with the narrow white and then 
green stripes at the edges, served the same purpose, and was used for the sashes and the ribbons of the 
Middle Cross, the Knight’s Cross, and the Medals of Merit.  The three Crosses of Merit 
ooooooooooooooo 



 
came with either the military ribbon (green with two narrow red 
stripes toward the edges) or from March 3rd 1944, the civilian 
ribbon (red with narrow white – green – white stripes in the 
centre).  Shown here at left and right is the obverse and reverse 
of the Bronze Medal of Merit with War Ribbon.  Many new 
collectors see this as a ‘gold’ class – which never existed.  The 
bronze medal was gilded to give it a more permanent shine, and 
remained second in line to the silver class.  One final addition to 
the Hungarian Order of Merit was the Order Chain, meant for 
important dignitaries and government officials.  It is a massive 
collar consisting of a large cross and crown like the grand cross 

sash badge, suspended from a neck chain made up of links of crowns and laurel wreaths with the 
Hungarian ‘double cross’, crown and mountains in the centre.  It was made with swords and with war 
decoration along with a plain cross, and was intended to come with a breast cross similar to the Grand 
Cross with Holy Crown type -  it was never awarded. 
 
Personnel who were awarded one of the decorations with a 
plain green ribbon could be awarded the same decoration 
again during wartime with swords, war decoration or 
ribbon; so we sometimes encounter soldiers with two 
Knight’s Crosses or Middle Crosses and so on.  From 1929 
the practice of wearing a miniature of the highest grade 
awarded on the ribbon of the Knight’s Cross or the Fourth 
Class in the case of the Hungarian Cross of Merit came into 
being.  Shown here is a Knight’s Cross of the Hungarian 
Order of Merit with Swords and War Ribbon along with its 
miniature Officer’s Cross with Swords and War Decoration.  
To the right is a Hungarian Cross of Merit Fourth Class with 
miniature Third Class Cross.  Small versions of the 
decorations were worn on the medal ribbon bars. 

 
The Hungarian Order of Merit certainly had a colourful history during the short 
period between 1922 and 1945, but it did not begin and end then.  During the 1860’s 
the great Hungarian Lajos Kossuth came up with the Hungarian Military Order of 

Merit, or Magyar Katonai Érdemrend to reward the Freedom 
Fighters of the 1848-49 War of Freedom.  Only a handful of 
specimens were made in America while he was in exile, and 
the decoration never came to fruition.  It is quite clear that this 

one shown at the far left inspired the 
modern order.  In 1946 the Order of 
Merit of the Republic of Hungary, or 
Magyar Köztársasági Érdemrend 
(centre) was instituted, but was 

aoanooneo abandoned in 1949.  Forty-two years of 
Soviet      Soviet influence wasn’t enough to bring 
about          about the end of this graceful cross – in 
1991 the order was re-instituted once again, and 
is known today as the Order of Merit of the Republic of Hungary.   
 

 



The Hungarian Cross of Merit (HCM) and the Hungarian Order of Merit (HOM) 
(Red figures denote number of medals awarded) 

 

1922-      HCM Grand Cross     26 
HCM I Class      401 
HCM II Class Star      369 
HCM II Class      818 
HCM III Class      775 
HCM IV Class      487 
HCM V Class      522 
HCM Silver Medal of Merit    unknown 
HCM Bronze Medal of Merit    unknown 

1935-      HOM Grand Cross     13 
HOM I Class      168 
HOM Middle Cross with Star    247 
HOM Middle Cross     584 
HOM Officer’s Cross     529 
HOM Knight’s Cross     535 
HOM Gold Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Silver Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Bronze Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Silver Medal of Merit    unknown 
HOM Bronze Medal of Merit    unknown 

1939-     HOM Chain Collar     0 
HOM Grand Cross with Holy Crown   26 
HOM Grand Cross     270 
HOM Middle Cross with Star    470 
HOM Middle Cross     983 
HOM Officer’s Cross     1093 
HOM Knight’s Cross     1643 
HOM Gold Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Silver Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Bronze Merit Cross     unknown 
HOM Silver Medal of Merit    unknown 
HOM Bronze Medal of Merit    unknown 

1939 –    HOM Chain Collar     0 
War Decoration/   HOM Grand Cross with Holy Crown   0 
War Ribbon   HOM Grand Cross     6 

   HOM Middle Cross with Star    21 
   HOM Middle Cross     39 
   HOM Officer’s Cross     40 
   HOM Knight’s Cross     210 
   HOM Gold Merit Cross     19 
   HOM Silver Merit Cross     85 
   HOM Bronze Merit Cross     936 
   HOM Silver Medal of Merit    367 
   HOM Bronze Medal of Merit    3333 

1939-    HOM Chain Collar     0 
Swords,    HOM Grand Cross with Holy Crown   6 
War Decoration/   HOM Grand Cross     21 
War Ribbon   HOM Middle Cross with Star    46 

   HOM Middle Cross     92 
   HOM Officer’s Cross     262 
   HOM Knight’s Cross     1574
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    Major-General Béla v. Tarnay was a very 
successful career officer who served extensively 
in the First World War and later became the 
commander of the 121st Light Infantry Division. 
Toward the end of W.W.II Tarnay was given 
command of the occupation troops in Kiev – a 
task that carried many responsibilities and kept 
him far away from his homeland.  Interestingly, 
he still remained very active in the Hungarian 
Veterans' Movement – we can be certain that 
the organization played an important part in 
soldier’s lives even near the conclusion of the 
war.  Tarnay’s identification card pictured 
below was issued to him on April 5, 1944.  The 
photograph on the card is an excellent 
illustration of how officers wore their ribbon 
bars, rather than their full decorations for 
everyday dress.  The postcard at left shows him 
with all of his medals on his service uniform. 
An impressive array indeed, he was decorated 
by Hungary, Austria, Germany, Italy and 
Turkey.  Postcard from the Peter Laborc 
collection. 



 
The M.H.B.K. Vancouver Chapter in the 21st Century 

 
I have recently been considering what my hopes and goals are for the Vancouver Chapter of the M.H.B.K 
now that we are so close to the new millennium. I have been asked why is there a need for non-veterans, 
and indeed younger generations to join and support our organization.  The original intention of veterans’ 
groups such as this was to fill the need for veterans to have an organization to turn to for support – to 
cultivate a network of like-minded individuals with one voice.  This was necessary at times to insure that 
those who served their country were looked after and given the credit that they were due. 

Times have changed somewhat, and here in Canada the M.H.B.K. has another purpose.  The M.H.B.K. 
must now also accept the responsibility to preserve Hungary’s military history.  The Hungarian veterans 
here in Canada are a long way from home – and their descendants are even further removed from the old 
battlefields.  It is up to us, veterans and new generations; to work hard now in order to ensure that the 
proper place in history is reserved for our comrades. 

I have four goals for the Vancouver chapter of the M.H.B.K.  I hope all of you will consider them 
carefully and decide to work with me in bringing them into fruition. 

1. I would like to see our chapter, and of course the M.H.B.K., grow.  We must try harder to bring more 
members into our ranks.   

2. I would like to develop our chapter into a more close-knit group.  Our strength will be determined by 
how we support one-another.  We should promise each other to look after members’ interests; to be 
loyal, to nurture a strong brotherhood amongst ourselves.  Let’s lend a hand when it’s necessary –
and work together to build a chapter and an organization that is indivisible. 

3. I think that the Vancouver Chapter could be more useful to the community.  Many of our members 
already work hard at the Hungarian Hall.  Perhaps this work could be done in the name of the 
M.H.B.K. – it would be very useful advertizing for us and would be a good way to encourage new 
membership.  I would appreciate any ideas for community work.  Let’s make our good name known! 

4. We should keep closer ties with Hungary.  I suggested recently that we could become ‘partners’ with 
the Miskolc Chapter of the Don River Veterans’ Association.  I will be sending them copies of our 
magazine, as well as posting news from them on the Internet.  I will soon be working on the 
Vancouver Chapter’s website, and we can always include news and photos that they provide us.  The 
men of the Miskolc Chapter were delighted with this idea. 

Please give these ideas serious thought.  I would appreciate any feedback or points-of-view that you may 
have – our ranks can grow only through your participation.  We have been given permission to use the 
boardroom in the Hungarian Hall for our meetings, free of charge.  I hope that we will start to meet on a 
regular basis – your input will give me a better idea of when we should gather.  I ask you all to take a 
little time and to write down your ideas, or to phone me and discuss the future of our chapter.  I strongly 
feel that together we can make this a very rewarding experience and a powerful voice for the Hungarians 
that have come before us and those who will live in the future. 



 
Two New Discoveries

 
It has come to light that there is yet another type 
of badge that was used by the Magyar 
Frontharcos Mozgalom – the original Hungarian 
Veterans’ movement.  I went through large 
amounts of material while we were in Hungary, 
and inspected many world-class collections.  I 
managed to acquire the two badges pictured 
below, and saw only one other of this type. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both badges are stamped and are made of 
lightweight white metal.  The larger of the two 
is a felt helmet badge and measures 21mm X 
40mm.  It has 2 loops on the hollow reverse.  
The smaller 17mm X 25mm insignia is semi-
hollow with a simple pin on the reverse – it was 
most definitely meant to be used as a 
membership badge.  The main difference 
between this and the more commonly seen 
badges is the scroll with the words ‘Uj Front’ 
written across it.  This means ‘New Front’ – I 
have been told that it was intended for use by 
those who took part in what came to be known 
as the Second World War.  Once it was clear that 
the war would be more involved, they may have 
abandoned  this  design  and  opted  for  the  Fire  
 

 
Cross type, which was discussed in the last issue 
of the Magyar Front.   
 
I also mentioned in the last issue that a great 
number of the Hungarian badges we encounter 
were made by the firm of Berán N. of Budapest. 
I had misspelled the company name – it is most 
commonly spelled ‘Beránn’.  I managed to get a 
hold of period manual for the Veterans’ 
Association from 1942 and in it I found an 
excellent ad to finally set the record straight.  I 
have reproduced the advertizement here.  It also 
looks like Mr. Berán himself may have been a 
member of the organization.  Although this little 
tid-bit of information seems insignificant, I feel 
that it is very important for the collector of 
Hungarian militaria.  For many years collectors 
and historians have had little reference to work 
with and have been at the mercy of mis-
information and speculation.   
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