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VITÉZ TARNAY BÉLA VEZÉRŐRNAGY 
By Péter Czink VRNT 

     I have always thought that examining and studying period artifacts is the most direct way to 
become intimate and familiar with the everyday minutiae of any period of history.  Textbooks 

and lectures will of course turn the hobbyist into an expert, but the  
object from long ago will reveal tangible evidence to the student of  
history that no university professor could provide – the artifact will 
always betray popular misconceptions and political ignorance to the 
trained and critical eye. 
     You all have met Péter Laborc through these pages, and most of you 
know that he and I have a busy relationship – buying, selling and    
trading with one another, talking on the phone for long hours while 
Péter patiently answers my never ending questions.  Knowing that one 
of my main collecting interests are objects belonging to Hungarian   
generals, Péter recently sent me a uniform tunic that was once the  
property of Major General Béla v. Tarnay – he felt that this particular 
garment should belong in my collection. 
     General Tarnay (shown at left) was born on December 24th, 1889 
and spent most of his life as a soldier.  His decorations attest to his   
extraordinary service and bravery, and while he retired in 1943, he was 
to pay dearly for his participation during the Second World War.  Like 
so many other Hungarians (especially those of high rank), Tarnay was 
terrorized and humiliated after the conflict – everything, including his 
property was taken away from him and he was stripped of his rank and 
status.  His stately family home was ‘nationalised’ by the government 
that ‘generously’ allowed him and his wife to live in one of the small 
rooms (many officers who were not outright executed were banished to 
the countryside). 
     When ‘Béla bácsi’ was finally over his ordeals of prison and persecu-
tion he lived quietly, although ‘black-listed; in Tata (young Péter’s 
home town).  The old general died on June 17, 1972, but Péter contin-
ued to visit the house; where among others a huszár First Lieutenant 
lived.  If he was anything like me, Péter would have spent a great deal 
of time talking about the ’old days’ with the elderly gentleman.  Eight 
years later the general’s wife passed away and the kind First Lieutenant 
(who was taking care of the Tarnay estate) contacted Péter and asked 
him if he was interested in any of the military items.  There were only a 

few treasures still in the general’s desk and in old boxes – a belt, some documents, ribbons,  
photos and Royal Hungarian Army buttons in the household button jar.  Among these sombre 
relics was one of his uniform tunics, pictured on the next page.   
     It’s a summer weight tunic, called the ‘zsávoy zubbony’ in Hungarian; and was probably one 
of his only pieces of clothing in Soviet captivity - or maybe it was what he wore in the Hungar-
ian prisons.  Péter tells me that the general was so poor following his return to Hungary that he 
could have easily worn it then too.  My friends who have seen it in person have all remained 
very silent while they carefully examined it. 
     This uniform is certainly the item in my collection that conjures up many emotions in me.  It 
is a very poignant symbol of how our nation was treated and how our people have suffered for 
so long after ‘peace’ was declared.  There are patches sewn over patches and holes that the   
precious few scraps of extra cloth could not cover.  Béla bácsi deserved better – it is my hope 
that our reflection and understanding of that turbulent era may somehow vindicate this good 
and brave Hungarian soldier. 

 

LABORC 
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MAJOR GENERAL BÉLA V. TARNAY’S  
SUMMER TUNIC  

 
The collar used to have the decorative red and 

gold general’s insignia, and gold shoulder straps 
were once held in place by gilt buttons bearing 
the Crown of St. Stephen.  This form of dress 

was worn during the day while the general was 
working, and often he would wear his  

impressive set of ribbons on the left breast.  
Matching trousers and fatigue cap, or ‘bocskay 

sapka’ would have completed the uniform. 
The colour has faded considerably -  

it is difficult to imagine that this was once 
the uniform of a decorated Hungarian 

general.  The first patches were probably 
made from the lower pocket flaps, but as 
that material ran out, other scraps were 

used to repair it.  Such material must have 
been scarce while he wore it since there 

are many holes as well.  Although it is not 
obvious by these images, this jacket was 
carefully preserved after the general had 

stopped wearing it - its deterioration  
happened while it was being used as a  

garment, and not from careless storage. 
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Career  
 

1910.VIII.18. - ?   
Royal 19th Field Rifles Battalion 

 

1925.V.1. - 1926.V.1.   
Company Commander, Royal Hungarian 3rd Honvéd Machine Gun Infantry Regiment 

 

1926.V.1. - ?   
Deputy Battalion Commander, Royal Hungarian 3rd Honvéd Infantry Regiment 

 

? - ?   
Leader of the Tata-Tóváros Physical Education Department 

 

? - ? 
Battalion Commander, Royal Hungarian ‘Mária Terézia’ 1st Honvéd Infantry Regiment 

 

1940.III.1. - 1942.II.?.  
Commander, Royal Hungarian ‘Nagy Lajos Király’ 6th Honvéd Infantry Regiment 

 

1942.II.?. - 1943.VI.1.   
Commander, 21/121 Light Division 

 

1943.VI.1. - 1942.VIII.10.   
Subordinate General, IV Army Corps. 

 

1943.XII.1.   
Retired 

 

1945.V.?. - 1950.XII.?.   
Soviet Prisoner of War 

 

1950.XII.17. - 1951.IV.25.   
Imprisoned (pending arrest), Budapest 

 

1951.IV.25. - 1951.XI.19.   
Imprisoned (this time under arrest) 

 

1951.XI.19. - 1957.IV.6.   
Imprisoned at Vác.  Sentenced to life imprisonment as a principal war criminal,  

he was stripped of his rank and his property was confiscated. 
 

1956.X.?. - 1957.II.?.   
Temporarily released 

 

1957.IV.6.   
Pardoned and freed 

Ranks 
 

1910.VIII.18.  Lieutenant (hadnagy)     1914.VIII.1.  First Lieutenant (főhadnagy)     1917.V.1.  Captain (százados) 
1928. V.1.  Major (őrnagy)     1934.V.1.  Lieutenant Colonel (alezredes)     1938.XI.1.  Colonel (ezredes) 

1942.IV.1.  Major General (vezérőrnagy) 

Education 
 

1904 - 1907  Honvéd School, Nagyvárad     1907 - 1910  Ludovika Academy 

CZINK CZINK 

Obverse and reverse of a massive  
unofficial commemorative plaque 

awarded by the officers of the ‘Nagy 
Lajos Király’ 6th Honvéd Infantry 

Regiment, shown 1/2 of actual size. 

Major General Béla v. Tarnay 
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THE  MAGYAR FRONT 
 

Is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT, Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter, Hungarian Veterans’ Association  
(Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport, Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége) 

P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano P.O.  Vancouver B.C.  V6K 4P4  Canada 
telephone/fax: 604 733-9948  email: czink@shaw.ca 

HISTORY FIRST HAND 
(TÖRTÉNELEM KÖZELTŐL) 

by Gyula László v. Detre 
 
     Vitéz Detre Gyula has decided to reprint his 2001 memoir, originally 
meant for his family, friends and select historians.  This document, printed in 
English and Hungarian (54 pages each) is a must for anyone searching for  
honest, frank and first hand accounts of Hungary’s final battles of World War 
II.  Detre pulls no punches in this fascinating autobiography, and offers a very 
rarely seen glimpse into the most intimate aspects of the Hungarian Army’s 
officer corps and leadership. 
     Soft bound in 8 1/2" x 11" format, it will make you feel like you are chat-
ting with the author himself - a gentleman and first-class soldier who became 
one of the most influential figures in the Hungarian-Canadian community 
after the war.   
      

$15.00 (plus postage), with 100% of the proceeds going to the author.   
Please send payments to the Vancouver Chapter,  
and make cheques payable to Mr. Gyula v. Detre.  

A testimony to the importance and vitality of the veterans’ movement is this Igazoló-jegy, or Identification Card dated April 5th, 
1944.  It belonged to General Tarnay, who obviously was still very actively involved with veterans’ affairs so near the end of W.W.II, 
even though most organizations were subordinated to more pressing defence concerns by that time.  The general’s photo  displays his 

service ribbons and his decorations are listed in abbreviated form on the right-hand side.  Actual size: 10.9cm x 20.3cm. 
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     People have often asked me why I have an interest in Hungary’s military 
history – why dwell on such unpleasant aspects of the past?  Many people 
from my parents’ generation prefer to forget it, and often young Hungarian 
Canadians are unfamiliar with parts of our history that are vitally important 
keys, not only to understanding our past, but also for dealing with the future.  
Sadly, Hungarians brought up under the communist system were taught about 

20th century history from a very biased perspective, tainted by    
political ideology. 
     This year marks the 60th anniversary of the one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Second World War.  You rarely hear about it though, 

and I don’t recall even a mention of it in my old school history 
text books.  It took place on the Don River in Russia – which 
is far away from Hungary – let alone Canada.  Ask a relative 

about it and you’ll most likely find that your great 
uncle or grandfather or close friend of the family 

ended their life on that battlefield, or became a 
prisoner-of-war. 

     Years ago, while in Hungary, I met with 
one of these soldiers and I later became  
involved with the Miskolc Chapter of the 
Don River Veterans’ Association (Doni 
Bajtársak Szövetsége, Miskolci csoportja) 
- I learned a great deal about what they 
had gone through.  One of the 
gentlemen, Gyula Szabó, who later 

became a dear friend, shared many 
fascinating memories with me.  He was 

severely wounded in battle and began the long 
retreat from the Don River, and recalled how two 

men – a General (tábornok) and a Warrant Officer 
(zászlós) gave up their place on a horse-drawn sleigh and 

walked so he could be brought back to safety.  He 
remembered how it was nearly 40 degrees below zero, and how 

the journey lasted 150 kilometres. 
     Hungary was allied with Germany during W.W.II, and 
Hitler, as supreme commander of the armed forces in the 
Soviet Union used Hungary’s army as he saw fit.  The plan 

was to send the Hungarian Second Army to the Ukraine 
in the middle of 1942 to join with the German forces 

already there.  Command of the army, which con-
sisted of three army corps (with three light divi-
sions each), an armoured division and a mixed air 

force regiment, was given to Colonel-General (vezérezredes) 
Gusztáv Jány.   

     Tanks, armament and equipment for the mechanized 
forces were bought from Germany.  The Infantry 
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Membership pin of the  
Don River Veterans’ Association. 

(actual size) 

Hungarian Senior Corporal (szakaszvezető)  
brandishing a captured Soviet  

machine pistol. 
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was not very well equiped with modern weapons.  A light division had 92 machine guns, 
265 light machine guns, 410 sub-machine guns, 36 grenade launchers, 40 howitzers, 38 
heavy anti-tank rifles, 46 anti-tank cannon, 32 field cannon and 6 anti-aircraft guns.  
Machine pistols were only given to platoon commanders and the anti-tank weapons 
were inefective against the Soviet armour.  The Hungarians were well prepared to defend 
their own borders, but the challenge before them was never anticipated.  The Soviets had 
enormous reserves of troops and modern weapons designed for extreme cold weather – 
while the Hungarians prepared for battle with out-dated equipment that was never 
meant to be used in the harsh Russian environment.   
     The Hungarians were assigned to join the German troops of the Eastern Army Group 
in pushing the Soviets back across the Don River, while sending part of their forces to 
participate in attacks against the Crimea and Stalingrad.  The cost was staggering – they 
broke through the well fortified enemy positions, and with a loss 50% of the 9th light 
Division, they reached the Don River on July 9th, 1942. 
     The worst of it still layed ahead – the Hungarian army now had to defend a 208 
kilometre stretch of the river – an impossible task.  The soldiers were taxed to their limit 
and there were no reserves to replace them - with the exception of one mechanized 
division, every unit was on the front line.  The 20 to 40 degree below zero temperatures 
made everything more difficult, as most soldiers didn’t even have winter clothing.  Straw 
and rags were stuffed into boots and coats for warmth, and winter camoflauge clothing 
was made on the batlefield out of white sheets.   
     While the battle of Stalingrad was grinding to a close, the Hungarians waited for the 
inevitable.  The Soviets re-grouped, re-inforced, and re-equiped; and on January 12th, 
1943 they launched a massive attack against the Hungarian Army.  Their numbers were 
overwhelming, and they had a near inexhaustable reserve of ammunition – and the bitter 
cold was the element that they were accustomed to. 
     General Jány urged his German counterparts to provide him with reserves but his 
requests fell on deaf ears.  Sadly, Hungarian soldiers did arrive – with little experience 
and no weapons.  Unarmed men were on the front line when the attacks began.  The 
German High Command ordered that the front line troops fight ‘to the last man’. 
     In the two and one-half weeks of January 1943, 100,000 Hungarian men were left 
dead on the battlefield.  60,000 ended up as prisoners of war.  Only 40,000 returned to 
Hungary. 
     It all happened a long time ago – what once were Hungarian bodies strewn across the 
battlefield are now just memories – but memories can be very powerful, for they just 
might make us think before we send our youth to squander their souls far away from 
home. 

 m~ÖÉ=O=

The men of the Miskolc Chapter of the Don River Veterans’ Association. 

The Don River  
Commemorative Cross 

Doni Emlékkereszt 
(Instituted in 1999) 

First Class (with swords) 
for combatants. 

I fokozat 

Second Class (without swords) 
for non-combatants. 

II fokozat 
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This photograph of Hungarian soldiers taken prisoner in the Soviet Union was recently found in  Russia.   
The identities of these men are not known. 



The MAGYAR FRONT 
is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT, 

Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter,  
Hungarian Veterans’ Association  

(Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport,  
Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége) 

 

P.O. Box 74527 
Kitsilano P.O. 

Vancouver B.C. 
V6K 4P4     
Canada 

 

telephone/fax: 604 733-9948 
email: czink@shaw.ca 

 

THE NEW HUNGARIAN VOICE 
A Vancouver newsletter dedicated to  
the promotion of Hungarian culture. 

 

The New Hungarian Voice is an English language 
quarterly that deals with Hungarian local, cultural 

and historical issues - 
perfect for those with English as their first language. 

 

Available free of charge from the above address! 

NOW AVAILABLE… 
THE NEW MHBK ‘BLAZER BADGE’ 

The Vancouver Chapter of the MHBK is now taking orders for 
our organization’s exquisite new hand-embroidered crest  

 

These badges are of the highest quality, with intricate gold wire 
details on fine black wool.  Each insignia comes complete with 

convenient pin attachments on the back - 
there is no need for sewing. 

 

$25.00 CDN or $17.00 US 
(plus postage) 

 

Please allow 2 - 4 weeks for delivery 
 

Send cheque (payable to Peter Czink) or money order to: 
 

Peter Czink VRNT 
P.O. Box 74527 - Kitsilano P.O. 

Vancouver, B.C. 
V6K 4P4    Canada 

SENIOR CORPORAL LABORC  
AT THE MILITARIA SHOW 

 
     Our friend Péter Laborc sent in this clipping from the   
December 21, 2002 issue of the newspaper ‘Komárom 
Esztergom Megyei Hírlap’  
 

The caption reads: 
 
     The first national militaria show and collectors' meeting 
was held with great interest at the ‘Helyőrségi Klub’ in 
Tata.  The highlight of the event was when Péter György 
Laborc, a county wide recognized collector of militaria put 
on a World War Hungarian soldier's uniform.  Those who 
attended the event called the collector who dressed up in 
his own relic: ‘Senior Corporal Laborc’. 
 
     Péter is certainly ‘hamming it up’ for the camera in 
front of some of his miniature soldiers, but he spends most 
of his time researching and studying the complex subject 
of Hungarian military history.  He is an expert restorer and 
conservator of historically significant artifacts and has the 
world’s largest and finest private collection of Hungarian 
military uniforms from the Horthy period. 
 
Send in your pictures and comments to the Magyar Front! 



     Like the other defeated nations, Hungary was forbidden to have an air force after the First 

World War.  Training was carried out in secret despite the Treaty of Trianon, and by the 1930’s 

Hungary began to openly build up her military aviation arm, or légierő.  Modern equipment and 

aircraft were purchased from Italy, and the new uniform had a distinclty Italian influence - a 

stylish open collar and cuffed straight-leg trousers.  Khaki was the basic colour, and 

in the field officers wore the four-pocket tunic with breeches, high boots and leather 

belt.  With this form of dress their decorations were represented by ribbon bars.  

Service dess consisted of the tunic and trousers with leather belt and khaki shirt; or with the 

dress belt, dagger and white shirt.  Although the side cap was worn in the field, Royal Hungarian 

Air force officers are most often seen wearing the distinctive peaked cap.  An overcoat completed 

each officer’s khaki uniform. 

     Rank insignia was shown on the shoulder boards, and all officers wore gold air force buttons 

(a tunic and overcoat button are shown at left actual size).  All tunics also had three small buttons 

on each cuff.  For summer dress, a uniform of exactly similar cut was worn (with straight-leg 

trousers only) and a special gala uniform was also part of the wardrobe.  It’s lapels were of a 

different cut, and there were only two visible slanted lower pocket-flaps - otherwise the insignia 

and buttons were the same as for the other orders of dress.  With the blue uniform, only the 

straight-leg trousers, peaked cap, dress belt and dagger were worn. 

     Medals and decorations were worn in the usual fashion, and pilots and navigators wore their 

special insignia on the right breast.  The pilot’s badge is shown below (actual size).  That of the 

navigators were the same, except without the crown. Shown at the upper-left of this page is a 

smaller version of the pilot’s badge which was worn on the lower left sleeve of the overcoat - 

navigators also worn a small insignia without the srown on their sleeve.  The cap insignia of the 

Hungarian Air Force (shown on page 4) is often confused with the pilot’s badge.  Although it is 

similar in design, it has dramatically upswept wings.  The officer’s cap badge was also worn on 

the left side of the ‘side cap’ - usually in the form of a gold, stamped metal badge like that of the 

other ranks. 

     Generals had two broad and one thin red stripe on each pant leg, wore red shoulder boards, 

and had three, rather than one gold band around their peaked caps.  The general’s cap badge was 

also distinctive. 

     Both a leather winter and lightwieght summer flight suit was issued, and although there was 

no ‘official’ flight jacket, Hungarian pilot’s tended to wear warm sheepskin or leather coats 

which they would have privately purchased.  Flight gear such as parachutes, flare pistols and 

flight boots were a mixture of Italian and German manufacture. 

     The images on pages 2 and 3 are from an original pre-W.W. II colour poster of Hungarian 

military uniforms that was published in Hungarian, German, Italian, Japanese, Bulgarian and 

French.  Although it has been re-printed in a small black and white format before, I learned that 

original examples are very rare - in fact one well known collector in Hungary has never even 

seen an original.  It’s a large double sided 34cm X 98cm poster that has started to deteriorate 

from 60 years of folding, unfolding and handling. 

     I have begun to digitally restore portions of it for the Magyar Front, starting 

with the air force officer’s uniforms and insignia; and it is my sincere hope 

that you’ll enjoy these images 

in their original size and 

colours.  This precious poster, 

that I have examined a thousand 

times, was given to me by my stepfather, 

Dr. Brunó Milinkovich who passed away on 

April 26, 2003.  He was a fine Hungarian, who 

always encouraged me with his vibrant love of life. 
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ROYAL HUNGARIAN AIR FORCE OFFICER’S UNIFORMS 
By Peter Czink VRNT 

 

This issue of the 

Magyar Front 

is dedicated to 

Dr. Brunó Milinkovich 

1923.VI.1. 

2003.IV.26. 
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RANK INSIGNIA AND UNIFORMS OF THE  

ROYAL HUNGARIAN AIR FORCE 

Lieutenant Field-Marshall - Altábornagy 

Major General - Vezérőrnagy 

Colonel - Ezredes 

Lieutenant Colonel - Alezredes 

Major - Őrnagy 

Captain - Százados 

First Lieutenant - Főhadnagy 

Lieutenant - Hadnagy 

Warrant Officer - Zászlós 

General Staff Colonel - Vezérkari ezredes 

Aviation Engineer - Repülő mérnök 

(cherry-red velvet) 

Technical Admin. Officer - Repülő 

műszaki tisztviselő  (cherry-red wool) 



Page 3 V O L U ME  V ,  I S S U E  2  

Pilot’s Qualification Badge (left) 

 

Officer’s Cap Badge (below) 

The pilot’s badge and officer’s cap badge are seen here 

in the actual size and colour from the original poster.  

It’s clear why they are often confused.  The NCO’s cap 

badge is identical to the officer’s but embroidered in 

silver rather than gold - another common misconception 

is that the pilot’s badge also came in a silver version - 

which was never the case. 

     Pilots and flight officers always wore black velvet shoulder boards, and examples of the general staff, engineering and technical 

boards are shown on page 2.  Other branch-of-service colours in the Royal Hungarian Air Force included light grey (velvet) for doc-

tors; light blue (velvet) for judges; light coffee brown (wool) for clerical officers and violet (wool) for accounting personnel. 

 

     Shown below are various forms of khaki dress.  From left to right:   

A Lieutenant Field-Marshall in his service dress with full decorations, dress belt and dagger; 

a Colonel wearing his overcoat; 

a Major in field service uniform kitted out with pistol, gas-mask and binoculars (his ‘side cap’ is illustrated beside him) 

and a First Lieutenant in leather winter flight suit with fur collar. 
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Above - the general’s cap badge. 

Below is the insignia worn by Leaders 

of the Air Ministry.  It was sewn above 

the right breast pocket. 

Left - the officer’s cap badge. 

 

All badges are shown actual size. 
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     Here are four recent figures I have made 

in 1:6 scale, representing officers of the 

Royal Hungarian Air Force.  From left to 

right are: a First Lieutenant in flying gear; 

a Major in summer white uniform; Lieuten-

ant navigator in dark blue dress uniform 

and a Major General in his khaki service 

uniform.  I have paid attention to detail as 

much as possible, as I hope to portray the 

uniforms, insignia and accoutrements accu-

rately.  The clothing was duplicated after 

extensive study of actual pieces in my   

collection, and even the buttons (the small 

ones on the cuffs as well) have the proper 

air force eagles.  Their decorations are each 

individually made, and arranged according 

to precise military specifications.    I espe-

cially enjoyed embroidering the cap insig-

nia and pilot’s badges by hand!   

     I intend to produce figures of this   

quality of all of Hungary’s 20th century 

military costumes, and one day I hope that 

they will be displayed in the Military    

History Museum in Budapest, so that more 

people can enjoy these colourful minia-

tures. 
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Vancouver  
MHBK member  

Lajos S. Miklós Jr. 
was awarded  

membership in the 
Order of St. László  
on May 25th, 2003 

and received the  
Star of the Order. 

     ‘Freedom’ and ‘truth’ are two words we all cherish, and most of us get more than just a little 
bothered when either of these concepts is kept from us.  ‘Propaganda’ is another word that 
evokes emotions in us, yet we usually hear it in reference to long ago and far away regimes that 
used it to keep their populaces in check.   
     Today we are exposed to a great deal of ‘media’ – we are bombarded by so much ‘advertising’ 
that even when we are assaulted with propaganda; and even when freedom and truth are taken 
away from us we soon forget the pain – the diversion is so overwhelming.  Anyone with even the 
most basic adult observational skills comes to realize that what we are told and taught isn’t    
necessarily the truth, and it didn’t take me long to find a good example that we can all relate to. 
     Some time ago, my good friend and fellow MHBK member Péter Laborc excitedly told me 
about his involvement in an upcoming museum display that was to take place in the town of 
Kőszeg, Hungary.  The city is known for many things – one of them being that the leader of  
Hungary (for the last year of W.W.II), Ferenc Szálasi fled there from the capitol to stay ahead of 
the rapidly advancing Red Army.  His government, the Royal Body Guard, the Crown Guard and 
the Holy Crown itself were taken there to run what remained of the devastated country.  A bun-
ker was built to house these officials and still stands as a silent reminder of a tragic past.   
     The display was called ‘Horthy Miklós Katonai és Szálasi Ferenc Nyilasai’ or Miklós Horthy’s 
Soldiers and Ferenc Szálasi’s ‘Arrows’ (the ‘Arrow Cross’ in Hungarian is simply ‘Arrows’).  The 
display was very academic – some of the rarest pieces from the very short period in 1944 and 
1945 when Hungary was ruled by the Nazi-sympathetic Szálasi would be shown.  These items – 
uniforms, insignia, decorations, photographs and posters are the ‘rarest-of-the-rare’.  The retribu-
tions after the war for anyone having even the slightest connection with the Arrow Cross were so 
brutal, that most everything was destroyed long ago.  The articles for the display were culled 
from many private collectors from around Hungary, our friend Péter bringing many pieces from 
his personal ‘museum’. 
     He was indeed excited as there had never been a display of so many rare pieces from this era 
all in one place – for the serious student of Hungarian militaria this was to be a very special 
event.  Laborc and his colleagues worked for weeks preparing the items and planning the display 
with their usual efficiency and attention to detail.  The display opened on March 19th, and not 
long after the curator of the exhibition Kornél Bakay began to be inundated with violent threats 
and then scrutiny from the media.  Jewish groups demanded that it be shut down – they felt that 
the display did not show enough about the atrocities against their people.  Left wing government 
officials condemned the display since it did not vilify the former fascist regime.  By the time 
Bakay’s family was threatened by outraged extremists, he had enough – and closed the doors on 
April 18th. 
     I had followed these events very closely.  Péter and I spoke on the phone several times a week 
and he sent me a number of packages containing newspapers and magazines from the far left to 
the far right that ran articles about the controversial show.  ‘People were offended by it’ and mi-
nority groups felt that ‘it didn’t show the negative aspects of the regime’.  I pointedly asked Péter 
– Did the show glorify fascism?  Was it in any way a ‘neo-Nazi’ or politically motivated exhibi-
tion?  His response was quick and certain – the display focused on the specialized artifacts of the 
military units of the time – period.  It was not an exercise in ‘who is good and who is evil’, just a 
very academic and technical representation of a very specific genre of militaria. 

     It certainly got a lot of press in Hungary, and an article was even published in English on the 
Internet.  I quickly glanced over the words and at first I thought that it was a fairly middle-of-
the-road report; but then I took some time to read it thoroughly and I was appalled by its lack of 
objectivity and its curious ‘counter-propaganda’.  Why does the media continue to ‘compare   
apples to oranges’?  Turn the page to read the English language report. 
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ARROW CROSS EXHIBIT FORCED TO CLOSE 

     The organizer of a controversial exhibition looking at Hungary’s wartime Fascist movement, the Arrow Cross, have claimed a 
media campaign against it has forced its closure.  Horthy’s Soldiers - Szálasi’s Arrow Cross Men closed last Friday at Kőszeg in the 
west of Hungary.  During its run it had been condemned by political dignitaries and Jewish organizations, as well as the media.  The 
exhibition, which opened on March 19 in the Jurisics Chateau Museum of Kőszeg, had come under close scrutiny after an expert from 
the National Museum ruled that it portrayed the Hungarian Fascist leader Ferenc Szálasi in a positive light.  The exhibit was finally 
forced to close after private collectors began withdrawing items on loan to the Jurisics Chateau. Museum director Kornél Bakay in-
formed the head of the Directorate of Vas County Museums in a letter that, “As a consequence of the uneasy atmosphere created by 
the media, the owners withdrew their permission to exhibit the majority of their objects and documents lent to the museum.”  
     The National Museum’s Vilmos Gál had considered it ‘problematic’ that only two half sentences allude to Szálasi’s Arrow Cross 
reign of terror.  Szálasi, an ardent Fascist and a faithful follower of Hitler’s regime, was named Hungarian Prime Minister in October 
1944 after a German backed coup.  Until the victory of the Soviet forces his Arrow Cross party members killed thousands of Jews and 
non-Jews.  Gál’s report found neither ‘factual presentation of the harmful consequences of the Arrow Cross era in the display, nor any 
consideration of the affect of Nazi occupation on the future fate of Hungary.’ 
     However, Gál described the media reaction to the exhibition as exaggerated, and found that the show did have value which 
‘deserves attention and recognition’.  Leaders of MAZSIHISZ, the Federation of Jewish Religious Communities in Hungary demanded 
the immediate closure of the exhibition, seeking the help of House speaker Katalin Szili, and anticipating an appeal to Parliament’s 
Human Rights and Cultural committees.  Minister of National Cultural Heritage Gábor Görgey, who together with political state   
secretary László Kocsi profoundly condemned the exhibition, said he was pleased at the news of the closure of the exhibit.  The fact 
that the controversial issue could be settled within the boundaries of law and in the name of morality and good taste is a triumph of 
democracy and social solidarity, he declared. 
 
Let’s take a closer look: 
      
“The exhibition, which opened on March 19 in the Jurisics Chateau Museum of Kőszeg, had come under close scrutiny after an expert 

from the National Museum ruled that it portrayed the Hungarian Fascist leader Ferenc Szálasi in a positive light” 
 
     Péter assured me that the the only information presented with the articles were concise details of the particular item – political 
opinions were not presented by the museum.  Choosing not to present them seems to portray the fascist leader in a ‘positive light’ to 
the media. 
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     “The exhibit was finally forced to close after private collectors began withdrawing items on loan to the Jurisics Chateau.” 
 
     The private collectors were told of the threats to the museum and the people involved – they only withdrew their items when the 
curator had to inform them that they were not safe. 
 

     “The fact that the controversial issue could be settled within the boundaries of law and in the name of morality and good taste  
is a triumph of democracy and social solidarity, he declared.” 

 
     It was this ‘Orwellian’ statement that bothered me the most.  We still have a long way to go. 
 

Péter Laborc sent me an excellent CD-ROM full of video footage of the display, as well as several Hungarian 
television programs that had stories of and featured debates about the museum display.   

He has given me permission to copy it, so contact me if you are interested in one.   
Keep in mind it is in CD-ROM format, so you can only view it in your computer’s CD drive. 

HERO’S DAY (HŐSOK NAPJA) DISPLAY AT  
OUR LADY OF HUNGARY CHURCH 

Although attendance could have been 
higher, our annual Hero’s Day mass 

and display went very well.  There are 
still a lot of Hungarians who were 

raised under the communist system 
and who were born here that are  
unaware that this holiday exists,  

and is official once again in Hungary.  
We are doing our best to educate the 
general public about it, and hope that 

the little  booklet we published in 
English and Hungarian (shown at left) 

will help people remember. 
 

Father Dénes Lakatos  
deserves special thanks for his 

staunch support of our holiday and 
his moving words that honoured 

Hungary’s fallen soldiers.  

 
General 

Antal v. Radnócy 
1912 - 2003 

 

Főkapitány 
of the  

Order of Vitéz 



The Vancouver Chapter of 
the MHBK is now taking 

orders for our  
organization’s exquisite 
new hand-embroidered 

crest.  These badges are of 
the highest quality, with  

intricate gold wire details 
on fine black wool.  Each   
insignia comes complete 

with convenient pin  
attachments on the back - 

there is no need for sewing. 
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v. gróf Takách-Tolvay József ny. altábornagy 
v. Borbély-Maczky Emil ny. őrnagy 

Kertész Elemér t.c. százados 
v. Mándoky Sándor ny. tábori főesperes 

Lázár Emil t.c. százados 
Molnár Gyula népf. százados 

Somogyi Aladár ny. vezérőrnagy 
Dr. Fabinyi József t.c. százados 

Dr. Hegedűs Bertalan t. főhadnagy 
Dr. v. Ireghy Antal t.c. százados 

Dr. Juhász Ödön t.c. hadnagy 
Komárnoky Gyula t.c. százados 
vjk. Sághy Antal t.c. főhadnagy 

Tóth Zsigmond t.c. százados 
v. Áronffy Mihály ny. ezredes 
dr. Csiby László ny. alezredes 

dr. Diettrich Lajos t.c. százados 
Korponay Ede t.c. őrnagy 

Dr. Litteczky Lajos ny. százados 
Marossy László t. főhadnagy 
Dr. Luckács Gyula t. hadnagy 
Dr. Vojtsek Ottó t. főhadnagy 

Zámory Imre ny. ezredes 
Dr. Csukássy Lóránt t.c. százados 

Dr. v. Franknóy Gyula t.c. százados 
Dr. Géber Mihály hadnagy 

v. dr. Horváth Kázmér t.c. százados 
v. dr. Huszár Aladár t.c. százados 

V. Illés Béla ny. Ezredes 
Lovag Kempsky Lénárt t.c. százados 

Dr. Kenessey Gyula t.c. százados 
Dr. Kiss Endre t.c. százados 

v. Martsekényi Imre t.c. főhadnagy 
Papp Elek t. főhadnagy 
Pataki József t. zászlós 

v. Pitér Vilmos ny. alezredes 
Dr. Streicher Andor t. főhadnagy 

Terényi Jenő ny. alezredes 
v. dr. Váczy György t.c. zászlós 
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     The rarest of the award badges of the old Magyar Frontharcos Mozga-
lom is the Badge for Life-time Members or Örökös tagsági jelvény.  The 
list below is of the members who were awarded this badge (from a 1942 
veterans’ yearbook) - it is not known whether any were awarded after 
that year.  The examples pictured at left are the only know badges in 
private hands, and belong to MHBK Vancouver Chapter member        
Béla v. Hajdu.  He recently brought them over to Péter Laborc’s house for 
him to scan images of it for me.  Hajdu is the world’s foremost authority 
on Hungarian military badges. 
     This insignia is similar to the plain large award badge, except it has 
the addition of the golden oak leaves.  The small buttonhole badge is 
worn on the lapel. 

THE HUNGARIAN FRONT-LINE FIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION LIFE-TIME MEMBERS 
A MAGYAR TŰZHARCOS SZÖVETSÉG ÖRÖKÖS TAGJAI 

NOW AVAILABLE… 
THE NEW MHBK ‘BLAZER BADGE’ 

$25.00 CDN or $17.00 US (plus postage) 
Please allow 2 - 4 weeks for delivery 
Send cheque (payable to Peter Czink)  

The MAGYAR FRONT 
 

is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT, 
Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter,  

Hungarian Veterans’ Association  
(Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport,  
Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége) 
P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano P.O. 

Vancouver B.C.  V6K 4P4  Canada 
telephone/fax: 604 733-9948  email: czink@shaw.ca 

 

THE NEW HUNGARIAN VOICE 
 

A Vancouver newsletter dedicated to  
the promotion of Hungarian culture. 

The New Hungarian Voice is an English language quarterly that 
deals with Hungarian local, cultural and historical issues - 

perfect for those with English as their first language. 
 

Available free of charge from the above address! 



     Another year is coming to a close and I hope you all are enjoying the festive season, and that 
you and your families have a very Merry Christmas; as well as good health and prosperity in the 
New Year. 
     Veterans’ associations such as ours have changed over the years, and thank God Hungary has 
not been in the position to produce a lot of veterans lately.  The importance of our organisation 
however, has not diminished at all – in fact its existence is now more crucial than ever.  Like all 
other things, historical preservation has to compete with the vast array of information available 
to us – we are now being bombarded by more information than ever before in the history of 
mankind.  We need to ensure that our ‘piece of the historical puzzle’ is preserved, by telling our 
stories and recording observations.  By involving ourselves with organisations such as the 
MHBK we can make sure that an objective and accurate viewpoint is presented to the world – a 
world which has often portrayed our military history inaccurately. 
     I ask that you all take as active a part as possible in our organisation – write down your 
thoughts, talk about your experiences and share your history with us.  Encourage your loved 
ones to come to our events and to respect Hero’s Day as they do Canadian Remembrance Day. 
     We are now at a very important crossroad in the history of immigrant Hungarians – your 
hard work and attention to our important cultural and historical groups will ensue that our 
voice will be heard by the coming generations. 
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AWARDS OF THE ST. LÁSZLÓ DIVISION 
by Péter Czink VRNT 

     One of the most colourful military units 
that fought for Hungary during W.W.II was 
known as the Saint László Division (Szent 
László hadosztály) – a division that was 
formed towards the end of the conflict in   
October 1944 to do their best to stop the   
advance of the powerful Red Army.  It was a 
mixture of soldiers that included paratroop-
ers and air force personnel – put together for 
the final battles of the Second World War.  
Even though the division didn’t reach full 
strength until April of 1945, they fought and 
suffered heavy losses until the very end, 
when they surrendered to British forces in 
Carinthia.  Even then, they were not        
disarmed until the situation with Tito’s parti-
sans was settled. 
     The St. László Division was commanded 
by the charismatic Major General Zoltán v. 
Szügyi, a paratrooper and holder of most of 
the Hungarian bravery medals, as well as the 
German Knight’s Cross of the Iron Cross.  He 
started his military career in W.W.I as an 
enlisted man, and ended up one of Hungary’s 
most famous and decorated generals.  The 
end of the war didn’t curb his enthusiasm – 
on May 26, 1945 he had his men built a 
monument for the fallen paratroopers and 

 

Major General Zoltán v. Szügyi,  
here still a Major in a pre-W.W.II photo;  
wears his ribbons received primarily for  

his brave front-line service. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

 
Kellemes Karácsony 
Ünnepeket és Boldog 

Új Esztendőt! 
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conducted Hero’s Day festivities – all while in British captivity!  
He also wanted to make sure that the soldiers under him 
were given credit and rewarded for their sacrifices, 
and he ensured that decorations were awarded to 
those who deserved them.   
     A number of years ago a veteran of the St. 
László Division from Argentina sent a number of 
documents to well known collector Zoltán v. 
Kőrössy, after spending some time in the U.S. as 
his guest.  The papers were simple type-written 
little pages, more-or-less laid out like the official 
certificates that are issued with all Hungarian 
decorations for soldiers to keep on their person 
as proof of their entitlement to wear the awards.  
These certificates were for medals commonly 
awarded to front-line soldiers – the Fire Cross 
(Tűzkereszt); the Bronze Bravery Medal (Bronz 
Vitézségi Érem) and the Silver Bravery Medal  
(Ezüst Vitézségi Érem).  Also, there was one for 
a very mysterious decoration – the St. László 
Pledge Commemorative Medal (Szent László 
Fogadalmi Emlék Érem).  This award is virtually 
unheard of by Hungarian historians, but I have 

now found out that it was in fact a very special one from none 
other than General Szügyi himself.  He asked all of his men 

to take an oath to fight Bolshevism to the bitter end, and 
for those who were willing to do that he re-named 

the Hungarian Bronze Bravery Medal, and awarded 
it to his troops to commemorate their loyalty – an 
act that was quite unprecedented and clearly illus-
trates the dynamic thinking of this unique gen-
eral. 
 
      It must have been quite an unusual time – 
those last days of the war.  Entire nations had 
collapsed, allies were openly showing distrust for 

one another, and millions of people, both civilian 
and military were displaced.  The only proof of 

some of these events at the end and even after 
the Second World War is contained in these 
documents – the only ones in existence.  Thank-
fully Kőrössy sold me six of them, and now I can 
share them with you.  Even though we are far 
from our Hungarian homeland, we can make 
significant contributions to the promotion and 
preservation of our culture and out history. 

An original example of the award document for the St. László Pledge Commemorative Medal (Szent László Fogadalmi Emlék Érem) 
awarded to Lieutenant Lajos Hun and signed by Major General Zoltán v. Szügyi dated May 1st, 1945. (Shown actual size) 

The unique badge awarded to 
members of the St. László 

Division.  Shown actual size, it 
was worn sewn to the left breast 

of the uniform tunic. 

 

The St. László Division consisted of the 1st Parachute Regiment (Parachute Battalion, Heavy Weapons Battalion and Training 
Battalion); the 2nd Infantry Regiment (Royal Guards Infantry Battalion and Royal Gendarmerie Battalion); the 3rd Air Force 

Regiment; the 1st Artillery Battalion; the 6th Motorised Artillery Battalion; the 9th Artillery Battalion; the 76th Artillery Battalion; 
the 1st Rocket Launcher Battalion; the 20th Assault Gun Battalion; the St. László Motorised Combat Engineer Battalion; the St. László  

Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion; the St. László Motorised Signal Battalion and the St. László Division Supply Services HQ. 
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The Bronze Bravery medal and field made document.  This example was issued to Sergeant József Boha on April 25th, 1945 and is 
signed by Major General Zoltán v. Szügyi.  Both the medal and document are pictured actual size.  The award was given for valour 

(vitézség) or self sacrifice (önfeláldozás) - in this case the latter is crossed out meaning the award was for valour. 

Award document for the Fire Cross and the medal, shown actual size.  This cross is known as the First Class award with swords and 
wreath for front-line service.  The document was issued to the same individual as the one pictured above on June 9th, 1945, even 

though he actually qualified for it on May 5th.  All Fire Crosses bear the institution date of 1941 on the reverse, while the obverse has 
the year the soldier received it (the example shown is from 1943).  The document is signed by a Lt. Colonel Goór. 
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THE  MAGYAR FRONT 
 

Is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT, Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter, Hungarian Veterans’ Association  
(Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport, Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége) 

P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano P.O.  Vancouver B.C.  V6K 4P4  Canada 
telephone/fax: 604 733-9948  email: czink@shaw.ca 

HISTORY FIRST HAND 
(TÖRTÉNELEM KÖZELRŐL) 

by Gyula László v. Detre 
 
     Vitéz Detre Gyula has decided to reprint his 2001 memoir, originally 
meant for his family, friends and select historians.  This document, printed in 
English and Hungarian (54 pages each) is a must for anyone searching for  
honest, frank and first hand accounts of Hungary’s final battles of World War 
II.  Detre pulls no punches in this fascinating autobiography, and offers a very 
rarely seen glimpse into the most intimate aspects of the Hungarian Army’s 
officer corps and leadership. 
     Soft bound in 8 1/2" x 11" format, it will make you feel like you are chat-
ting with the author himself - a gentleman and first-class soldier who became 
one of the most influential figures in the Hungarian-Canadian community 
after the war.   
      

$15.00 (plus postage), with 100% of the proceeds going to the author.   
Please send payments to the Vancouver Chapter,  
and make cheques payable to Mr. Gyula v. Detre.  

     I always like to use this last page of the Magyar Front to showcase something from the old Front-Line    
Fighters’ Association.  I recently acquired this beautiful bronze ‘table medal’ commemorating the leader of the 
organization,  Count József v. Tackách-Tolvay.   
     He is shown in profile on the obverse wearing his distinctive felt helmet which bore a white underlay beneath 
the green hat cords.  Designed by K. Törzsök in 1942 we can only speculate what this was made for - it could 
have been an award for distinguished service or made simply as a souvenir for members of the organization.  
Shown actual size.  

CZINK 
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THE ORDER OF VITÉZ IN THE 21st CENTURY 
By Péter Czink VRNT 

     I don’t need much of an excuse to pin on my golden badge of the Order of Vitéz  - in fact 
having to get ‘dressed up’ for formal occasions is a pleasure since I was awarded it.  The shield 
is shown at left, actual size; but it might as well be as big as any shield carried by the knights of 
old - it’s small dimensions conceal its great power and deep meaning. 
     Most people don’t know what it is, although its beauty is universally recognized - I often get 
asked ‘where can I buy one of those’ from less informed Hungarian compatriots!  You don’t see 
such things too often, especially here in Canada.  Here adults primarily think about ‘the bottom 
line’, RRSP’s, and taxes; and when we can free our mind from the stress of the job and daily 
living it’s off to the links for a round of golf!  Knights and swords and Holy Crowns have taken 
a back seat to other more pressing matters in our modern world - or so it seems.  You don’t 
have to look far to find children playing make believe games (more often on the computer than 
in the sandboxes of bygone days) based on good triumphing over evil; and frequently the most 
popular movies are good old tales thinly veiled by modern marketing techniques to make them 
look like something new. 
     Thank goodness this basic situation is still very evident in Hungary today despite over-
whelming western corporate influence - the ‘good old days’ still exist!  Recently, our fellow 
MHBK Vancouver Chapter member Péter Laborc was honoured for his unparalleled work and 
devotion to the ‘Hungarian cause’ by the Order of Vitéz, and he can now use the initials ‘VRNT’ 
after his name (see the Magyar Front Vol. II, Issue 6).  I was delighted to receive the photos 
from him, some of which are reproduced on the next page, from the initial ‘swearing in       
ceremony’ that took place in the smaller towns of Hungary prior to the larger and even more 
formal national investiture in Budapest on September 27th, 2003.  
These festivities made sure that those who couldn’t make it to 
the big event would be appropriately honoured, and the 
ancient tradition of parading through the town    
ensured that the populace would be exposed to such 
things.  Plenty of dignitaries were on hand, as well 
as the Royal Crown Guard - even a squad of soldiers 
in the old Horthy era uniforms provided a living histori-
cal display to people that were deprived of such things for so 
long.   
     I am very much an advocate of modern technology and progres-
sive thinking, but I also feel that the basic things that organizations 
such as the Order of Vitéz represent are vital to the general health 
of 21st Century people.  Our inventions and understanding will 
bring about progress - but our introspection and respect for our 
past, for our heritage, will enable us to approach challenges with 
an enlightenment that no machine can produce. 
     Congratulations to Péter Laborc VRNT, and the Order of  
Vitéz for existing and thriving in an age that is still in need of 
chivalry and honour! 
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Shown (actual size) at right is a unique badge issued by the 
Order of Vitéz (from Zoltán v. Kőrössy’s collection).   

The ribbons, which were probably blue at one time were  
embossed with now almost illegible golden letters -  
on one was ‘Vitézi Rend Gála 1930’ and the other 

‘Háziasszony’ (hostess); it was issued to women who were  
involved in an official capacity during the celebrations. 
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The badge awarded for 
peacetime achievements - 
holders of this award are 

called ‘Vitézi Rend  
Nemzetvédelmi tagok’  

(literally defenders of the 
nation).  Fellow Vancouver 

Chapter member Péter 
Laborc received this 

decoration on  
July 26th, 2003. 
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Soldiers wearing the old Royal Hungarian Army  
uniform lead the parade.  

Péter Laborc VRNT front and centre, walks among the  
others honoured on this day. 

Officials from many Hungarian organizations, as well as  
citizens from all walks of life take part. 

The Hungarian state is represented by the Holy Crown, carried 
by guards dressed in their traditional uniforms. 

The church ceremony - spirituality and dedication  
to the nation go hand-in-hand. 

Representatives from the Order of Vitéz  
stand with the flag of the order. 

A FEW SNAPSHOTS FROM THE EVENTS DURING THE SWEARING IN CEREMONY  
OF THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE ORDER OF VITÉZ FROM THE COUNTIES OF FEJÉR,  

GYŐR-MOSON-SOPRON, KOMÁROM-ESZTERGOM, VAS AND VESZPRÉM. 
ÁGFALVA, 2003.VII.26. 
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A FEW ITEMS THAT BELONGED TO AN EARLY ‘VITÉZ’  
WHO WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF OUR OLD VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION 

The full-size  
badge and its  
corresponding 

miniature ‘button-
hole badge’, shown 

actual size. 

Above is the ‘pocket sized’ document carried by members of 
the order.  János Regéczy became a vitéz on June 15th, 1924; 

only 3 years after the order was instituted.  (10.9 cm x 7.5 cm) 
 

At left is his calling card, with the insignia of the order  
embossed on the upper left corner.  (10.4 cm x 6.3 cm) 

 
Below is his membership card for the veterans’ association.  It 
is interesting to note that on this early document, the associa-

tion is still under the control of MOVE (Magyar Országos 
Véderő Egyesület), the Hungarian national organization that 
took care of veterans’ affairs before the Front-Line Fighters’ 

Associaiton became independant.  (11.3 cm x 13.9 cm) 
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THE  MAGYAR FRONT 
 

Is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT, Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter, Hungarian Veterans’ Association  
(Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport, Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége) 

P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano P.O.  Vancouver B.C.  V6K 4P4  Canada 
telephone/fax: 604 733-9948  email: czink@shaw.ca 

HISTORY FIRST HAND 
(TÖRTÉNELEM KÖZELTŐL) 

by Gyula László v. Detre 
 
     Vitéz Detre Gyula has decided to reprint his 2001 memoir, originally 
meant for his family, friends and select historians.  This document, printed in 
English and Hungarian (54 pages each) is a must for anyone searching for  
honest, frank and first hand accounts of Hungary’s final battles of World War 
II.  Detre pulls no punches in this fascinating autobiography, and offers a very 
rarely seen glimpse into the most intimate aspects of the Hungarian Army’s 
officer corps and leadership. 
     Soft bound in 8 1/2" x 11" format, it will make you feel like you are chat-
ting with the author himself - a gentleman and first-class soldier who became 
one of the most influential figures in the Hungarian-Canadian community 
after the war.   
      

$15.00 (plus postage), with 100% of the proceeds going to the author.   
Please send payments to the Vancouver Chapter,  
and make cheques payable to Mr. Gyula v. Detre.  

Below is one of the most interesting little veterans’ association documents that I have come across.  It’s  
basically a small, pocket-sized ‘proof of service’ card that belonged to the same gentleman whose other  

documents appear on the previous page.  It also acts as a souvenir of his service in the First World War and it’s 
proof also of his entitlement to wear his uniform and decorations.  It bears the details of his service in the 6th 
Royal Hungarian Infantry Regiment, as well as rank of First Lieutenant (later upgraded to Captain).  Various 

documents such as this were produced before there was an organized, national veterans’ association in  
Hungary.  Dated December 31, 1925 on the back, it measures 11.2 cm x 15.2 cm. 
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