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     The upcoming 50th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution has provided a new       
impetus for the collection of little-known memorabilia from the period.  Because of the short,  
thirteen day span of the Uprising, there are few documented items in the Military History Institute 
and Museum’s collection that were produced during the actual Revolution.  One item of signifi-
cant value is the Nemzetőr jelvény, or Insignia of the National Guard that was designed and  
manufactured during the thirteen days of the   revolt. 
     The original museum record describes the badge as “A red, white and green enamelled, 
bronze-coloured rectangle, standing in its corner.  On it is the Kossuth emblem, under it, the serial 
number 00002 and the slogan ‘With the people through fire and water.’1  On its reverse is a safety 
pin for attaching to clothing.  Designed by Iván István.2  Manufactured by the National Mint, end 
of October, 1956.” 
       In the Historical Data column it is stated that this item is “the emblem of the Hungarian    
National Guard” that was “designed following the October 23, 1956 events”, and that the National 
Mint made three examples.  The description of the item needs to be modified, however, as it is not 
finished with fired enamel but rather with enamel paint, which is now worn.  The description 
should also be updated - the rectangle has rounded corners, and its main motif, the Kossuth     
emblem, is of the baroque style.  This quickly designed badge must have been inspired by the 
award initiated by Lajos Kossuth – the Hungarian Order of Military Merit, Second and Third 
classes.  Also apparent is the choice of Sándor Petőfi’s words that remind us of the revolutionary 
tradition of the 1848-49 War of Independence – themes that were also revived during the post-war 
communist regime of Mátyás Rákosi.  
     The badge is rather large, 78mm x 51mm, and is stamped from tombak, a copper  alloy.  It was 
obtained by the museum in January 1957 (file number 13/1957). 
     Details about the formation of the National Guard are available in the Hungarian National  
Archives, among the Imre Nagy files that were recorded during the formative Revolutionary 
Council meeting in the Kilian Barracks on October 31st, 1956.  Present were the delegates of  
various revolutionary groups, the military, police and intellectual organizations.  The event was 
opened by the new Minister of Defence Pál Maléter,3 who asked for the report of his colleague, 
Béla Király.4  The program of the Revolutionary Councils included provisions to help with the 
formation of the armed National Guard, composed of people who took part in the fighting - the 
workers, youth groups and the worker’s guards.  The intent was, stated Király, that all armed 
groups that did not belong to the military or the police should become part of a unified, armed 
organization.  He emphasized that this newly formed National Guard would inherit the glorious 
and heroic traditions of the Revolution and War of Independence of 1848-49, as well as the         
responsibility for recent victories recognized around the world. 
     The discussions included, among many other subjects, the regulations of the organization, its 
leadership and other organization issues, and its symbols of recognition, which included a unit 
flag and the insignia to be worn.  It was declared that all  members of the National Guard must 
wear the emblem, and that it would be made by “revolutionary industrial   artists”.  It also would 
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THE INSIGNIA OF THE NATIONAL GUARD by Dr. Ágnes Makai 
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The 1848-1948 Medal of 
Honour and the 1848-49 
Order of Military Merit, 

Second Class 
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include the Kossuth emblem.  The Committee urged that the 
insignia be made and distributed as soon as possible.  Béla 
Király promised to those present that “Within days, the insignia 
carrying the Kossuth emblem shall decorate your chests… and 
soon a National Guard identification certificate shall prove your 
authorization to wear the emblem and to carry weapons”.   
     The minutes of the meeting also mentioned that the National 
Guard shall operate under written criteria, and that all members 
shall carry the National Guard Identification.  This identifica-
tion would include the serial number of the emblem issued and 
would enable its holder to legally carry weapons.  The Military 
History Institute and Museum recently obtained a rare example 
of the   National Guard Identification - it does not belong to the 
emblem in the museum’s possession, but its data does substanti-
ate the above information.5 
     These measures were designed to distinguish      members of 
the National Guard from irresponsible trouble makers and    
people who carried illegal weapons, very much a necessity in 
those troubled times.  During the meeting in Kilian Barracks, 

mention of uniforms for the National Guard 
was made, with a specific location for the new 
emblem.  The minutes describe that the uniform 
could be a form of a work coverall. 
     The story of the emblem could end here, but 
luckily more research allowed us to slightly 
expand our knowledge. The interrogation    
minutes of Sándor Kopácsi6 revealed that the 
manufacture of the emblem was assigned to Mr. 
Attila Földvári, an employee of the Ganz 
Works, during the above mentioned Council 
meeting.  According to the interrogation      
minutes Földvári stated that he met with 
Kopácsi every day between October 31st and     
November 4th, and in the absence of Béla 
Király, he was subordinate to Kopácsi.         
According to the minutes, he reported on two 
occasions about the status of the manufacture of 
the emblems, and he was ordered to carry on.  
Accordingly, the design of the emblem and its       
prototypes were made speedily, as they were 
considered very important.   Attila Földvári, the 
designer István Iván, and the other unknown 

participants had done a very good job considering the circum-
stances.  They could not have imagined that the returning Soviet 
tanks would trample over the revolution, the National Guard, 
and its emblems. 
     The finished prototype was hidden for decades in the depths 
of the museum’s archives.  Political changes in 1989 provided 
the opportunity for Béla Király to authenticate the unique    
insignia and to detangle its history.  We owe thanks to Dr.   
Miklós Horváth, military historian and the authority on the 
1956 Revolution. 
     So far we have not been able to find out what happened to 
the other two, supposedly finished examples of the emblems.  It 
is likely that the number 00001 was sent from the mint to those 
who ordered them and thus it could have been misplaced or 
even destroyed.  Number 00002 is the possession of the       
museum, and with its immediate cataloguing is guaranteed to 
always be accounted for.  With the description and publication 
of the history of this unique item, perhaps we can discover the 
fate of the other two examples. 

1. Sándor Petőfi (1823-1849). A line from one of the poet’s inspirational works. 
 

2. István Iván (1905-1968), metal artist and an associate of the National Mint. 
 

3. Pál Maléter (1917-1958).  Military officer, the Minister of Defence on November 3rd, 1956. The commander of the Kilian       
barracks during the revolution.  Imre Nagy requested for him to be involved with the forming of the National Guard.  He was      
arrested by the Soviet authorities and was tried on June 15th, 1958 as the fifth accused in the Imre Nagy trials.  He was executed the 
following day and was politically rehabilitated in 1989. 
 

4. Béla Király (b.1912).  Military officer and historian.  President of the Revolutionary Council and the Commander of the National 
Guard.  He left Hungary after the suppression and defeat of the Revolution at the end of November.  He resided in the USA and 
taught at several universities there.  Following the regime change in 1989 he returned to live in Hungary. 
 

5. We are very grateful that a former member of the National Guard, Mr. George Eckschmiedt, donated this document to our       
museum.  We also thank Mr. Peter Czink who initially brought the document to our attention.  The files in the museum were provided 
by Dr. Emese Szoleczky, Head Curator. 
 

6. Sándor Kopácsi (1922-2001).  Police Officer, member of the Revolutionary Military Council, and from November 3rd, the deputy 
commander of the National Guard.  The sixth person accused during the Imre Nagy trial, he was sentenced to life in prison on June 
15, 1958.  He was released, and lived in Canada since 1975.  In 1989 he was rehabilitated and he returned to Hungary. 

George Eckschmiedt’s National Guard ID document 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
 

THE 1956 HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION 
A PEOPLE’S SACRIFICE 

 

 A 64-page publication, packed with exclusive articles and never 
before published photographs.  Personal, first-hand accounts of the 
Uprising, technical details and political introspection are combined 

with a fresh look at the events of 1956. 
 

 Featuring a Revolutionary chronology, biographies, photographs 
of uncommon artifacts, diagrams, facts and figures, emblems and 

symbolism, and rare documents. 

Articles include: 
 

A PERSONAL VOYAGE  An honest and engaging account of one man’s 1956 experience. 
 

MAKING HISTORY – IMAGES AND RECOLLECTIONS CAPTURED BY A HUNGARIAN PATRIOT 
Accompany a bona fide Revolutionary through the streets of 1956 Budapest. 

 

 THE RE-BIRTH OF THE NATIONAL GUARD  An academic article on the plans for the Revolutionary National Guard. 
 

 INSIGNIA OF THE NATIONAL GUARD  Signs and symbols that inspired a nation. 
 

 PERSPECTIVES OF THE REVOLUTION  An overview of how the Uprising looked to Canadians of the 1950s 
 

 RADIO FREE EUROPE – DEMOCRACY AND DESTABILIZATION 
A detailed account of the West’s encouragement of aggression. 

 

 WHAT CANADA CAN DO  An overview of what Canadians were doing to help Hungarians at home and in Canada. 
 

 CLOSE-COMBAT IN THE STREETS OF BUDAPEST  Revolutionary weapons and tactics. 
 

HOW WE LOOKED  The Revolution through the eyes of the immigrants, the West, Communists and the Soviets. 
 

SIFTING THROUGH THE MICROCOSMIC FALLOUT  The very personal journey of a child of 1956 immigrants. 

     The 50th anniversary of the Uprising inspired me, among many others 
around the world, to produce a commemorative tribute to the event.            
I thought the best way for me to do justice to such an important episode in 
Hungarian history would be to promote the understanding of it in English, 
as I found many of my peers knew little about our Revolution. 
     It is impossible to completely cover a subject like the Hungarian     
Revolution in a 64-page booklet, and as the size of our publication was 
determined by our budget, I felt it important to concentrate on material 
that, outside of Hungary, has traditionally been dealt with the least. 
     When we investigate an issue in depth, we often find ourselves faced 
with even more questions and uncertainty.  Even though I grew up with a 
general knowledge of 1956, many of my questions about the Revolution 
were only answered through a very intense study of material that in many 
cases was difficult to access. 
     In order to present an interesting and accurate portrait of the Revolution, I sought out locals that I knew to be dedicated and    
particularly capable, teamed them with some of the most experienced and knowledgeable historians in Hungary, and went forward 
to produce this publication.  It is not an all-inclusive encyclopaedia of the Revolution, but rather, I feel, a very useful and objective 
companion to further study of the historical and political events. 
     The Revolution is almost a sacred subject to many Hungarians, especially to those who sought refuge in other parts of the world.  
Criticism of some of the Uprising’s  aspects is not meant to undermine the respect such an event deserves, but is a useful way to help 
present an historical picture that is realistic and not likely to become mythical or impossible to comprehend.  I have also chosen to 
discuss mistakes that were made at the time – not to condemn anyone, but to help us re-evaluate the effectiveness of violent revolt. 
     This work is also distanced from many of the traditional presentations we encounter because of its lack of political affiliation or 
promotion.  I strongly believe that historical understanding is far more accessible if it is objective, and political belief is left to the 
reader to formulate.  In my opinion, clinging to out-dated ideologies will minimize the relevance of important historical lessons to 
the people of today.  Deeper investigation and debate, coupled with constructive criticism and introspection, however, is an         
affirmation of our love for our homeland and culture and steps toward advancement and enlightenment. 
     It is my most sincere hope that a deeper understanding of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution will contribute to a broader realization 
that oppression is never acceptable, that violence must never be glorified, and that only tolerance can ensure that we focus on our 
ultimate goal of lasting peace. 
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A very unusual photograph taken in Beregszász, of Hungarian military trucks used by the 
Front-Line Fighters’ Association for a tour from Budapest through Upper Hungary, in October of 1938. 

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution - A People’s Sacrifice 
Supply is limited - order your copy today! 

Although our booklet is free of charge and has been produced by volunteers, we gratefully accept donations - 
100% goes toward printing and mailing costs.  To order our publication, send your donation to: 

 

THE NEW HUNGARIAN VOICE 
P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano PO  Vancouver, BC Canada  V6K 4P4 

Please make your cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice 
 

(The minimum needed to cover postage costs are $5.00 within Canada, $8.00 to the USA and $14.00 overseas) 

www.the1956project.com 
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OUR CELEBRATION OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE 1956 HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION 

     There is no doubt about it, the predominant theme this year will be the 1956 Uprising.  The 
Vancouver Chapter is definitely leading the way in Canada, if not North America, in presenting 
our history in many dynamic and innovative ways. 
     Our booklet, The Occupation, Revolution and Immigration of the Hungarian People, will be 
packed full of information, covering the unfolding of events to the weapons and tactics of the 
combatants.  All Vancouver Chapter members will be sent a copy of it.  The month-long historical 
display at the Vancouver Public library will include hundreds of rare items from 1956 - uniforms, 
weapons, documents, insignia and photographs will be exhibited, along with a 1:6 scale diorama 
of an insurgent T-34 tank , complete with figures representing civilian Freedom Fighters, soldiers 
and policemen.  The civilian figures are now finished, and some of them are pictured in this  
newsletter.  Progress reports on the others, as well as the super-detailed tank will be given in the 
next issues of the Magyar Front.   
     Along with the New Hungarian Voice team, Vancouver Chapter members are working on the 
presentation of an orchestral tribute to ‘56, which will take place on October 20th at Christ 
Church Cathedral in downtown Vancouver, as well as the ‘evening of commemoration’ on the 
23rd at the library’s auditorium.  The planning of these events are progressing very well, and I am 
very proud that our small but dedicated group is once again involved in producing Hungarian 
events of the highest calibre. 

     There is another small but important detail that I am very excited about.  I have decided to mint 
a commemorative medal for this most important year.  The MHBK Vancouver Chapter 1956 
Commemorative Medal will be struck in bronze.  The reverse will be identical to that of the  
MHBK Medal of Merit (Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége above a sword and wreath), but the 
obverse (preliminary sketch, below left, shown at 1.5 times its actual size) will feature the      
revolutionary Hungarian coat-of-arms, the dates ‘1956’ and ‘2006’, A Forradalom Emlékére (In 
Commemoration of the Revolution) above, and MHBK Vancouveri Csoport below.  It will hang 
from a traditional 40mm wide ribbon, which is tentatively planned to be equal widths of red, white 
and green (representing both the Hungarian and Canadian national colours).  The medal and    
ribbon will be the same superb quality as that of the MHBK Medals of Merit. 
     This medal is not only a commemorative one.  It’s purpose is also to symbolize and thank each 
recipient’s dedication to the remembrance of the Uprising, and support of the MHBK Vancouver 
Chapter.  It will be awarded to: 
 
     • MHBK Vancouver Chapter members, honor-
ary members and non-members who take active 
part in the presentation of the library exhibition, the 
evening of commemoration, the orchestral tribute 
and/or in the production of the commemorative 
booklet. 
 

     • MHBK Vancouver Chapter members, honor-
ary members and non-members who contribute  
artifacts (by donation or loan), unique information 
or services to any of the above mentioned projects. 
 

     • MHBK Vancouver Chapter members, honor-
ary members and non-members who donate       
significant financial contributions for any of these 
projects. 
 
     I am very much looking forward to honour all of 
you who work so hard for the Hungarian cause! 

THE MHBK VANCOUVER CHAPTER 1956 COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL 

 



     The ‘centrepiece’ of the 1956 historical exhibition will be a 1:6 scale diorama representing a cross-section of      
Hungarian revolutionaries positioned around an accurate model of a ‘captured’ T-34-85 tank.  The scale is quite large - 
each figure stands a foot tall (30cm), and a great deal of research has gone into exactly what the Hungarian people 
wore and fought with in November of 1956. 
     I believe that this sort of display is a great way of attracting the casual passer-by to the period objects and     
information that will be exhibited with it, as well as showing very clearly and accurately - in colour and in           
3-dimension, what things looked like 50 years ago. 
     Pictured on the previous page is a ‘seasoned’ fighter wearing the ubiquitous black beret, leather jacket and 
Nemzetőr armband.  He carries a rarely encountered PPS-43 machine pistol with extra ammunition clips,   
Hungarian M42 grenade and a Russian Tokarev pistol. 
     Starting from the left on this page, we have a patriot in a tan overcoat with a Mosin-Nagant rifle slung 
over his shoulder, carrying the ‘revolutionary’ Hungarian flag (with the communist coat-of-arms cut from 
the centre). 
     Next to him are a worker in overalls brandishing his rifle with a scope and two grenades, and a young 
female insurgent similarly armed. 
     The fourth figure is holding a Tokarev pistol, and he wears a captured Soviet ‘telegrieka’ - a padded 
military coat that was very popular because of its warmth (pinned to it is a simple piece of ribbon in 
the Hungarian national colours - the most commonly encountered ‘insignia’ of the insurgents).  He 
carries a Soviet gas-mask bag filled with grenades and bottles - the one in his pocket has been made 
into a ‘Molotov cocktail’. 
     The second-to-last Freedom Fighter also wears the popular beret and a plain armband.  He 
carries the famous PPSh-41 machine pistol with its 71 round drum magazine. 
     Finally, a young worker wearing her kerchief and a captured Russian padded coat.  

She also carries a PPSh-41 with a spare magazine in the pouch on her belt, along 
with an M42 hand grenade fastened to a Molotov cocktail. 
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A LOOK AT THE REVOLUTIONARY STYLES IN 3-DIMENSION 
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IMPORTANT EMBLEMS OF 1950’s HUNGARY 
     Like me, many of you will be pouring over books about the Hungarian Revolution this year.  Pretty well 
every photograph we’ll encounter will be in black and white, so there is some degree of difficulty           
determining what types of uniforms are being worn in some of the images we will come across. 
     The three most often seen uniforms are those of the Army, the Police and the ÁVH  (Államvédelmi 
Hatóság or State Defence Authority).  All wore the Soviet inspired Model 1951 uniform (shown here, from 
the Hungarian Police Uniform Regulation Booklet). 
     The Army and the ÁVH wore the same khaki uniform, but while the Army used many different branch-
of-service colours on the collar tabs and shoulder boards, the ÁVH used only medium blue.  Their cap 
badges differed also - the Army badge is pictured second from the top and the ÁVH badge is at the bottom.  
A special Revolutionary cap insignia was produced during the Uprising which was much more traditionally 
Hungarian - a pressed metal ‘Kossuth’ coat-of-arms shown at the top left.  The circular other ranks cap 
badges are third and fourth from the top. 
     Police uniforms were identical in cut, but were made of dark blue material.  Their cap badge was almost 
identical to the ÁVH badge, except for the inclusion of two very small crossed rifles just underneath the red 
star. 

The M51 officer’s 
uniform tunic and cap.  

Army other ranks wore a 
Russian style shirt-tunic 
identical to that of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. 

The cap badges at left 
are shown  their actual 
size and are courtesy of 

Péter v. Laborc. 

A special thank you is in order for new Vancouver Chapter member 
and avid military modeller Mr. James Marin, of Pamona, New York. 
He sent me this pair of super little Hungarian fighting men that stand 
only 50mm tall but are big on detail.  They wear the ‘classic’ leather 

and wool armoured troops ‘vest’ and the Model 1938 poncho. 
 

Thanks James! 



     A great visual treat from 
1942, the document at right 
was given to those      
members of the veteran’s 
association who contrib-
uted to the building of the 
Front-Line Fighters’ head-
quarters by the purchase of 

the veteran’s association’s 
annual, called A Frontharcos 
Eszme Szolgálatban (In the 

Service of the Front-Line 
Fighters’ Ideals). 
     It’s a very nice example of a  
military document decorated 
with traditional Hungarian folk 
motifs, and measures 17.2cm x 
24.4cm. 
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     Next year’s anniversary of the 1956 Revolution is a very significant one, and it will be our best opportunity yet to educate 
people about our famous revolution and about our culture in general.  Our ‘revolutionary publication’ will be produced as a 
special edition of the New Hungarian Voice, and the first 1,000 copies will be paid for out of the NHV’s savings (at a cost of 
about $500.00).  I feel that they will go very quickly, especially since they will be available at the library exhibition, so I hope 
to print many more then what we have planned.  In my opinion, this would be one of the most worthwhile ways to help       
promote the remembrance of the Revolution here in Vancouver and beyond. 

 

Please consider donating to help print more of our special edition booklet! 
 

You write a cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice, 
and write in the memo ‘Revolutionary Publication’. 

 

Thank you very much in advance for your consideration and support! 

I would like to sincerely thank the following MHBK members and non-members for: 
 

Contribution of Artifacts for our 1956 exhibition: 
 

Jack Keir • Zoltán v. Kőrössy • Péter v. Laborc • David Miles • Edward Minács 
 

Financial Contributions for our 1956 exhibition: 
 

Giovanni Boso • László & Barbara Majthényi • József & Elizabeth Pataky • Magda Sasvári 
Arran Saul • Lorraine Weideman 
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     I am very pleased to announce that the MHBK 
Vancouver Chapter 1956 Commemorative Medal is 
ready and is now here, along with the ribbons and 
presentation cases.  The obverse of the medal is shown 
actual size at top right, the ribbon bar with the        
enamelled Revolutionary coat-of-arms is below it, and 
the reverse is pictured at the bottom right of the page.  I 
am thrilled with its quality, and I believe that the          
hard-working and dedicated individuals who will earn it will 
be equally impressed by the fine workmanship and elegance 
of this award. 
     In the previous issue of the Magyar Front I outlined 
the regulations for award recipients.  I have one 
more to add - Vancouver Chapter members who 
took part as combatants during the Uprising will 
also receive it, regardless of their involvement with 

our 1956 projects. 
     Pictured at left is another figure that will go in the 

library display’s central area - a 1956 era Hungarian Police 
Officer.  The focus of the diorama will be the 1:6 scale T-34-
85 tank, which I am building and is now almost finished. 

     Our events have now also been confirmed, so please make a 
note of them.  If you would like to help in any capacity, please let 
me know - we will need help during the concert, for the library 
display set-up, and during the ‘evening of commemoration’. 
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OUR CELEBRATION OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE 1956 HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION IS WELL UNDER WAY 

October 1 – 31, 2006 
“Reviving the Revolutionary Spirit” 

Showcasing Hungarian Revolutionary Artifacts 
Vancouver Public Library 

350 West Georgia Street • Vancouver, BC 
 

October 20, 2006 
“An Orchestral Tribute to the Hungarian Revolution” 

A Classical Music Memorial 
Christ Church Cathedral 

690 Burrard Street • Vancouver, BC 
 

October 23, 2006 
“An Evening of Commemoration” 

Speakers and Multimedia Presentations – 
Refreshments to follow 

Alice MacKay Room • Vancouver Public Library 
350 West Georgia Street • Vancouver, BC 

 “Oppression, Revolution and 
Immigration of the Hungarian People” 

A Comprehensive Publication: History of the Uprising, Technical Data and 
Analysis, Anecdotal Accounts, and Political Ideology. 

AVAILABLE THIS SUMMER 
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PÉTER v. LABORC HELPS THE TRIANON MUSEUM 
     Vancouver Chapter member Péter v. Laborc has always been willing to share his collection with others.  The owner of one of the 
most extensive private collections of Hungarian military uniforms, Péter’s latest display is at the Trianon Museum until October of 
this year.  These few snapshots show only a fraction of his collection from the inter-war period - he also is a specialist in insignia, 
military postcards and ephemera, and just about anything to do with Hungarian military history.   

Visit the Trianon Museum at: 
www.trianonmuzeum.hu 
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MILITARY DISPLAY IN OSHAWA, ONTARIO 

     Vancouver Chapter member Edward Minács has shared 
these photos with us of his recent display, commemorating the 
1848-49 War of Independence.  It took place at the Hungarian 
Culture Club in Oshawa, Ontario on March 12th.  There are 
about 120 members of the club and 60 – 70 people were there at 
the event. 

     Edward’s knowledge of Hungary and Hungarian history was 
quite basic up until the age of 14.  His grade nine history 
teacher didn’t seem to understand why a land-locked country 
had an Admiral for a leader during the regency period, so an 
infuriated young Edward began a process of learning everything 
his father could teach him about Hungarian history.  He then 
made sure he enlightened his misinformed teacher! 
     His interest broadened when after he visited the              
Hungarian Air Force Museum in Oshawa, which today is an 
important part of the Military History Institute and Museum in 
Budapest. 
     “From that time on, I have basically been reading about 
Hungary and Hungarian history, military and everything else.  
By no means am I an expert, nor will I ever be one!  I believe 

that I do have a good working 
knowledge of some of the major 
events in Hungary’s history and I 
don't mind wading into a debate 
or answering a few questions.” 
says Edward about his interest. 
     He started collecting about five 
years ago, and has displayed some 
of his most prized items pictured 

here, including his sabres and his photographs of Kossuth Lajos 
and Count Batthyány. 
     He feels that “Being a collector, I can appreciate each and 
every piece and know that each one contributes in its own    
special way to preserve Hungarian history.” 

 
You can email Edward at: eminacs18@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

Edward and his 
father Alfred at the 

Hungarian Club. 
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Next year’s anniversary of the 1956 Revolution is a very significant one, and it will be our best opportunity yet to educate people 
about our famous revolution and about our culture in general.  Our ‘revolutionary publication’ will be produced as a special edition 

of the New Hungarian Voice, and the first 1,000 copies will be paid for out of the NHV’s savings (at a cost of about $500.00). 
I feel that they will go very quickly, especially since they will be available at the library exhibition, so I hope to print many more 

then what we have planned.  In my opinion, this would be one of the most worthwhile ways to help promote the remembrance of the 
Revolution here in Vancouver and beyond.  Please consider donating to help print more of our special edition booklet! 

 

You write a cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice, and write in the memo ‘Revolutionary Publication’. 
Thank you very much in advance for your consideration and support! 

     Hungarian ‘group 
photos’ like this one 
are common for   
everything from 
military units to 
school classes, and 
have a very unique 
and decorative Hun-
garian quality.  This one is for the leadership of the Front-Line Fighters’ Association’s Kispest Headquarters, celebrating their 10th 
year anniversary.  Although this example is not in the best condition, it still represents the style and spirit of the era, and of course is 
part of the organization that preceded our MHBK.  The original photo is 21.5cm x 29.3cm. 
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     Not too long ago I was contacted by a representative of the Mödling Chapter of the Austrian 
Veteran’s Association who was impressed by our work in the preservation of military history 
through our website and our other endeavours.  We started to correspond, and it became quite 
clear that we not only shared common interests and goals, but our organizations also shared    
common challenges.  Most of the elderly members of the veteran’s associations are having      
difficulties taking an active role, yet many young people are showing interest in the history and 
traditions of their forefathers.   
     Recent UN missions have brought Hungarian and Austrian soldiers together once again, and 
the idea of an ‘organizational friendship’ between our two veteran’s groups was heartily agreed 
upon.  Another pleasant surprise came when myself and the ‘two hardest working’ MHBK     
Vancouver Chapter members, Péter v. Laborc and Lorraine Weideman, were awarded their    
prestigious Silver Medal of Merit.  Deeply touched by this act of friendship and comradery, I 
asked for the names of their three most exemplary members, and have had the great pleasure in  
awarding them our MHBK Silver Medal of Merit. 
     I am very pleased to add this new endeavour to our organizational activities.  This new       
partnership will indeed help promote the history of our two nations, while our common language 
of English will open many doors in our efforts to educate more people about who we are and 
where we come from.  Cooperation such as this will set a fine example, reminiscent of the old 
Front-Line Fighter’s Association, and inspirational to new generations of people interested in  
ideals that are still very much in need of today. 
 
Our new comrades and MHBK Silver Medal of Merit recipients are: 
 

WO II ANDREAS LEBRECHT, Chairman 
ÖKB / Landesverband Niederösterreich - Stadtverband Mödling 

     Andreas Lebrecht is a civilian driver of the Commanding General of Vienna, and holds the 
rank of Offizierstellvertreter der Miliz (Militia Warrant Officer Second Class).  His function in the 
Austrian Militia is Sergeant Major of an infantry company. 
His missions: Six months in Cyprus UNFICYP, twice at the Golan Heights UNDOF, Seven 
months in Kuwait and Iraq UNICOM, Seven months SFOR in Bosnia and six months KFOR in 
Kosovo.  For protecting the Austrian border he received the Austrian Engagement Medal in 2004, 
and in 2005 was decorated with the Federal Badge of Honour by the President of Austria.     
Member of the veteran’s association since November of 1995. 
   

MSSgt SASCHA VALENTA, Deputy Chairman 
ÖKB / Landesverband Niederösterreich - Stadtverband Mödling 

     Sascha Valenta holds the rank of Oberstabswachtmeister (Master Staff Sergeant). 
He has served with the UN in 1992 in Cyprus for 12 months (HQ Company in Famagusta,    
northern Cyprus).  He has been decorated with the Federal Badge of Honour by the President of 
Austria in 2005.  Member of the veteran’s association since 1999.  
  

MANFRED WINTER, Secretary 
ÖKB / Landesverband Niederösterreich - Stadtverband Mödling 

     Manfred Winter holds the rank of Vizeleutnant (Warrant Officer First Class – the highest NCO 
rank in the Austrian Army) and is the Sergeant Major of the Austrian Logistics School in the  
Martinek-Baraks in Baden.  His military career started on October 1st, 1982 in Baden, with his 
first UN Mission in Cyprus UNFICYP from 2000 until 2001 (17 months) as the Sergent Major 
(HQ Company in the Austrian, Hungarian and Slovenian Bataillon UNAHSB in Famagusta, 
Camp Duke Leopold V, in the northern Part of Cyprus.  In 1996, 1998 and 2003 he was involved 
with disaster-operations in Austria. He has been decorated by the Austrian President with the  
Austrian Silver Medal of Merit in 2000 and the Federal Badge of Honour in 2005.  Member of the 
veteran’s association since January of 2005. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
 

1874 December 6th - the Veterans Association was founded and named: 
“Militär-Veteranen und Unterstützungsverein Mödling” 

 

1874 Johann II von und zu Liechtenstein became  protector 
 

1875 May 13th and 14th - Consecration of the flag (upper two images) 
 

1875 208 members, including 42 honorary members 
 

1908 Restoration of flag for 824 Gulden 
 

1914 Renamed “K.u.K. Kriegsverein Mödling” 
 

1918 Exodus of the K.u.K. monarchy, flag hidden  
 

1923 Renamed “Kameradschaftsverein ehemaliger Krieger und        
gedienter Soldaten Mödling” 

 

1923 September 8th – 50 year anniversary 
 

  September 30th - consecration of the war-memorial in Mödling, 
sovereign Fürst Franz von Liechtenstein became prtector of the 
veterans association 

 

1931 364 members - women can become part of the association as   
extraordinary members 

 

1933 July 1st – 60 year anniversary 
 

1938 Fürst Franz Josef II von Liechtenstein be came protector 
 

1938 June - dissolution of the association, confiscation of flag and 
means.  No more (official) activity in the years from 1938 until 
the end of war. 

 

1945 Reanimation of the association in spite of prohibition of the allied 
forces in Austria  

 

1955 September 23rd - election of a new managing committee 
 

1955 Another restoration of the (old) flag for 2.500 Schilling 
 

1956 June 30th - consecration of the flag, sponsor Karoline Solar,   
member of the Austrian Federal Parliament 

 

1959 July 19th - 85 year anniversary 
 

1962 Consecration of the Heldenkreuz (cross of heroes) on the         
Anninger (small hill in the near of Mödling) 

 

1964 August – 90 year anniversary 
 

1982 Purchase of a new flag (lower two images)   
 

1983 June 25th and 26th – 105 year anniversary, consecration of the new 
flag, Gasthaus ‘Nordpol’ becomes the new club-house 

 

2000 Collection on All Saints Day* at the cemetery in Mödling with 
Obmann Ing. Svitavsky, Kamerad Valenta, Fähnrich Hüttl and 
Kamerad Vas   

 

2005 May 19th - election of a new managing committee - Andreas    
Lebrecht (chairman), Sascha Valenta (deputy chairman), Manfred 
Winter (secretary) and seven other members 

 

  July 16th – former chairman Ing. Walter Svitavsky becomes 
 ‘chairman of honour’      

 September 24th – shooting competition with StG 77 and Kar 98k 
 

 Today 71 members, 4 honorary members 
 

 *All-Saints-Day: the collected money from that day is given to the 
‘Schwarzes-Kreuz’ (Black Cross Association) to preserve  all war monu-
ments in Austria.  This organisation is also searching for missing personnel 
of the Second World War. 
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AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MILITARY MINIATURES 
     MHBK Vancouver Chapter member James Marin, pictured at left with his wife Michelle, is 
an inspiring hobbyist with an impressive collection of miniatures.  Unless you focus on US or 
German militaria, it’s easy to get frustrated by the lack of historical material, including minia-
tures and models, of more obscure military subjects.  James is passionate about his hobby, and 
his interest in our military heritage and his willingness to help others is exemplary - for anyone 
interested in the timeless hobby of collecting, painting and detailing miniature military figures, 
especially those of the Austro-Hungarian armies, he recommends the following companies: 
• ResiNation (Hungary) www.resination.hu - plastic/resin figures from many eras 
• Squadron (USA) www.squadron.com - carries ResiNation figures as well as a small 
selection of Heroic Miniatures’ (another Hungarian firm) metal figures  
• The Red Lancers (USA) www.redlancers.com - has a nice selection of Austro-Hungarian 
metal figures by Hecker & Garos and a French firm, Metal Models 

     “Last Saturday (June 3rd) we had an          
international meeting on the top of a small hill 
named Anninger, near Mödling.  The meeting 
was called ‘Kameradentreffen’, the place is the 
Husarentempel.  Here are some pictures of   
Hungarian comrades, who took part on this  
celebration in spite of the rainy weather.” 

 

- Manfred Winter 



qeb=j^dv^o=colkq=
 

Is published bi-monthly by Péter Czink VRNT 
Chapter Leader, Vancouver Chapter, World Federation of Hungarian Veterans 
Csoport Vezetõ, Vancouveri Csoport, Magyar Harcosok Bajtársi Közössége 

P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano P.O.  Vancouver B.C.  V6K 4P4  Canada 
telephone/fax: 604 733-9948  email: czink@shaw.ca 

objbj_bofkd=lro=ollqpW=
qeb=erkd^of^k=colkqJifkb=cfdeqboÛp=jlsbjbkq=

 

 

Next year’s anniversary of the 1956 Revolution is a very significant one, and it will be our best opportunity yet to educate people 
about our famous revolution and about our culture in general.  Our ‘revolutionary publication’ will be produced as a special edition 

of the New Hungarian Voice, and the first 1,000 copies will be paid for out of the NHV’s savings (at a cost of about $500.00). 
I feel that they will go very quickly, especially since they will be available at the library exhibition, so I hope to print many more 

then what we have planned.  In my opinion, this would be one of the most worthwhile ways to help promote the remembrance of the 
Revolution here in Vancouver and beyond.  Please consider donating to help print more of our special edition booklet! 

 

Write your cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice, and write in the memo ‘Revolutionary Publication’. 
Thank you very much in advance for your consideration and support! 

     Above is a very rare photograph of Austrian veterans, taken sometime between the two World 
Wars.  They are easily recognized by their medals and their World War I style uniforms, but their 

unusual headdress differentiates them from their Hungarian counterparts.  The decorative spray of 
oak leaves, however, was very ubiquitous in both the Austrian and Hungarian armies. 
     Shown twice its actual size at left is the distinctive insignia of an Austrian veteran’s            
association - one which has also been observed on the lapel of the leader of the Hungarian Front-
Line Fighter’s Association. 
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     Most importantly, I would like to wish all MHBK Vancouver Chapter members a very 
Merry Christmas and a healthy and productive New Year! 
     2006 has been a very eventful year for us, and I think we all can be proud of our             
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  I was amazed, not 
only by the amount of people we had reached, but also by the fact that all aspects of our 1956 
Project went smoothly – deadlines were met, we had full cooperation from everyone involved, 
and not a single item was lost or broken during the exhibition! 
     2007, although not a significant year of commemoration, will be an important one for us as.  
You will notice changes – for the better – in various aspects of our organization.  The Magyar 
Front will concentrate on the work and interests of our chapter members, combined with a more 
extensive study of our roots – the Front-Line Fighters’ Movement (Magyar Frontharcos 
Mozgalom).  I will also make sure that more internet sites that deal with Hungarian military 
history will be promoted. 
     Vancouver Chapter members are spread across the globe – mainly because our chapter offers 
Hungarian historical information in English.  Our membership is diverse, and includes veterans, 
their loved ones, and a whole array of historians, collectors and enthusiasts who do their part in 
preserving our culture and traditions.  Established immigrant organizations, including the 
MHBK, do little to nurture these precious Hungarian patriots, and I intend to steer the          
Vancouver Chapter into a position that will prove once and for all that interest in Hungary’s 
military traditions and codes of honour are very much alive, despite the dwindling numbers of 
veterans.  I also hope to make even better connections with agencies in Hungary to help our 
veterans access information in Hungarian, and for their families to be able to research military 
records. 
     The original veterans’ association, the Magyar Frontharcos Szövetség (later Magyar       
Tűzharcos Szövetség) is a crucial link between the people of today and Hungary’s past.  It was 
nearly forgotten by immigrant veterans’ associations, and therefore our pedigree was           
overlooked and its history was not passed on.  For those of you who are interested in other   
subjects, like uniforms or decorations, don’t worry – the study of the Magyar Frontharcos 
Mozgalom includes both World Wars and everything in between.  I believe that we will still 
offer interesting material no matter what your interests are. 
     Computers and the internet are now close to being universal tools, and more and more of our 
senior members are also enjoying them.  I will feature more information on websites from 
around the world that deal with pertinent subject matter, and we will add to our own site as 
well. 
     Communication is the key that will keep alive not only our organization, but the spirit and 
traditions of our forefathers.  This year’s projects have proved that immigrants can work in  
harmony with official Hungarian government organizations – something that was not exploited 
very well in the past.  Cultural and historical preservation, and the personal satisfaction in being 
a part of it, is above and beyond political differences and inherited prejudices.  Using modern 
technology, those of us who were born far away from our homeland can pay tribute to and 
enlighten ourselves about where we came from.  Immigrants can rediscover their homeland with 
so much more ease, and Hungary, above all, can be enriched by the millions of potential patriots 
that are waiting to be welcomed into our ancient and beloved culture. 

Peter Czink VRNT 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Please fill in the enclosed renewal form and return it with your 2007 membership dues. 
Also, please note the new options for members, and don’t forget to include your comments 

or ideas - your interaction with our organization will ensure that we can keep up-to-date 
with our members’ needs and interests.  Thank you! 

The Christmas fundraising labels shown at left and on page two are a complete set and 
were issued by the Hungarian Levente Youth Organization in 1942.  Pictured actual size. 
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     Pictured above is the membership dues card for József 
Szabó.  His payments cover the four quarters of the years 1941 and 
1942, while the back of the card, which has similar boxes for 1943 
and 1944 are not stamped.  Between the second and third quarters 
of  1941, the use of paper dues stamps was discontinued in favour 
of an ink stamp, in the case of this document. 
     He was awarded three medals for his service in the First World War 
- the Small Silver Bravery Medal, the Bronze Bravery Medal and the 
Medal for Wounded Soldiers.  Also shown is the standard veterans’ 
association membership buttonhole badge. 
     On page three is a rarely seen document, Mr. Szabó’s membership 
application form.  He began his service in January of 1915 in the airship, 
or Zeppelin service and was wounded on the Russian Front on June 29th 
of the same year. 
     The membership application form consists of two identical pages, folded in half and perforated in the middle.  Carbon paper 
would have been used to duplicate the information and signature on the second page.  Closed, it measures 23.5cm X 31.7cm.  This 
group of documents also included a printed communiqué from the headquarters of the Nagyvárad Chapter of the veterans’           
association dated June 16, 1941. 

 

Membership dues card from 
the Nagyvárad Chapter of the 

Hungarian veterans’ association 
(10.2cm X 13.3cm) and medals 

shown actual size. 

Second pattern (with green 
rather than white enamel) 

veterans’ association 
membership badge 

The three medals that 
Mr. Szabó would have worn 

for his service in W.W.I.  
They are listed on his 

membership application 
form, along with the official 

Ministry of Defence 
documentation numbers. 
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The 1956 Hungarian Revolution - A People’s Sacrifice 
Supply is limited - order your copy today! 

Although our booklet is free of charge and has been produced by volunteers, we gratefully accept donations - 
100% goes toward printing and mailing costs.  To order our publication, send your donation to: 

 

THE NEW HUNGARIAN VOICE 
P.O. Box 74527  Kitsilano PO  Vancouver, BC Canada  V6K 4P4 

Please make your cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice 
 

(The minimum needed to cover postage costs are $5.00 within Canada, $8.00 to the USA and $14.00 overseas) 

MHBK Vancouver Chapter member Zoltán v. Kőrössy’s website www.csendor.com is a very respectful tribute to the history 
of the Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie.  Kőrössy’s dedication to the study and preservation of this part of Hungarian history is very   

apparent here, and he shares his extensive collection of photographs, uniforms, accoutrements and other items from the Csendőrség. 
There is no better way to take collecting artifacts to the highest level - years spent accumulating pieces become even more 
meaningful when the cherished items are shared with people around the world.  A first-class and visually stunning website. 
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     Rise Up! The 1956 Project has come to a conclusion, 
and I am happy to report that our mission was an extraordi-
nary success.  Almost two years had been spent in the   
project’s development and organization, and the time was 
well worth it.  Securing the site for the exhibition at the 
downtown Vancouver library exposed our culture and   
history to their 9,000 daily visitors.  Support from the    
library staff was overwhelming, and the exhibition was 
held-over until November 4th, the official day of the end of 
the Hungarian Revolution.  Librarians informed me that   
on some days they fielded inquiries about the exhibition 
every few minutes, and they even published a special guide 
to help people find books about other Hungarian cultural and historical subjects with ease.   
     Our booklet is still generating great interest, and the donations keep coming – ensuring that 
the New Hungarian Voice, from whose coffers the printing costs came, has already made back 
its investment.  Three copies are in the library’s permanent collection (constantly taken out or 
reserved) and one is in the permanent British Columbia archives.  It has received countless   
favourable reviews from even the most advanced historians. 
     Seating at our concert reached maximum capacity, and 
unfortunately about forty people had to be turned away.  
The high calibre of the orchestra, conductor and soloist, 
combined with the ambiance of Christ Church Cathedral 
was truly breathtaking. 
     Finally, our evening of commemoration went perfectly 
smoothly – a full house with an extremely capable group of 
talented presenters and technicians. 
     I think the most valuable lesson I have learned from this 
process was that it is imperative, for those of us who live  
outside of Hungary and who are interested in promoting 
any aspect of our culture, to move beyond the Hungarian Halls and churches into venues that 
are more accessible by the general public.  Too many members of the new generations no 
longer need the security of the conventional immigrant establishments, and therefore need to be      
exposed to their roots and culture using broader methods.  Many pillars of the MHBK believe 
that interest in the old days is quickly waning – but on the contrary, I think that there is a world 
ahead of us that is ready to embrace our valuable cultural experiences. 
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Photos by 
Lorraine Weideman 
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Paul Ballard – volunteer, library exhibition 
Giovanni Boso - financial contributor 
Gergő Csiszár – volunteer 1956 Project Team member and exemplary contributor to all facets of the project 
Peter Czink VRNT – volunteer 1956 Project Team leader and founder, editor and designer of the publication, supplier of     
artifacts for and curator of the exhibition, assistant manager of the concert, coordinator of the evening of commemoration 
László Dala – volunteer conductor, 1956 concert 
Ron Dutton – library manager and supporter of the entire project 
George Eckschmiedt – volunteer 1956 Project Team member, key contributor to the publication, exhibition and evening         
of commemoration 
Michael Esposito – volunteer publication contributor 
Magdi Fábián – volunteer, 1956 concert 
Gizella Forgács - volunteer, 1956 concert 
Lt. Gen. József Holló - volunteer publication contributor 
Lt. Col. János Jakus - volunteer publication contributor and researcher 
István v. Joó – MHBK member and 1956 combatant 
John Keir - exhibition contributor 
William Kondor – financial contributor 
Zoltán v. Kőrössy - financial contributor 
Péter v. Laborc – volunteer 1956 Project Team member, key exhibition contributor and researcher 
Ilonka Lelkes – contributor of research material, exhibition and evening of commemoration photographer 
Miklós Lelkes - contributor of research material 
Barbara Majthényi - financial contributor 
László v. Majthényi - financial contributor 
Dr. Ágnes Makai - volunteer publication contributor and researcher 
Ferenc v. Mandalik - MHBK member and 1956 combatant 
Mary Mikelson - financial contributor 
Sándor Mile - volunteer, 1956 concert 
David Miles - contributor of research material 
Edward Minács - exhibition contributor 
Erik Naberhuis - contributor of research material 
József Pataky - financial contributor 
Aladár Pintér – volunteer translator 
Leyla Pintér - volunteer translator 
Péter Rácz - volunteer, evening of commemoration 
Gergely Sallay - supporter and contributor of research material 
Magda Sasvári – 1956 concert manager, key supporter of the 1956 Project 
Arran Saul - volunteer, library exhibition, financial contributor 
Jordy Starling - volunteer, evening of commemoration 
Andrea Szilágyi - volunteer 1956 Project Team member and exemplary contributor to all facets of the project 
Lt. Col. János Szollár - volunteer publication contributor and researcher 
Csaba Tanner – volunteer, library exhibition, 1956 concert, publication contributor, key evening of commemoration participant 
Kristina Tanner – volunteer, 1956 concert and evening of commemoration 
Eddie Vaillancourt – generous provider of printing services 
Mária Vajna – volunteer, 1956 concert 
Gyula Vörös – MHBK member and 1956 combatant 
Eddi Wagner – volunteer, 1956 concert and financial contributor 
Lorraine Weideman - volunteer 1956 Project Team member, photographer, design consultant, promoter and extraordinary  
contributor to and participant in all facets of the project 
Robert Williams - exhibition contributor 
Manfred Winter – supporter of the 1956 Project 

THE MHBK 1956 
COMMEMORATIVE 
MEDAL RECIPIENTS 
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     An interesting lot of three hand-painted, heavy cardboard pennants 

came into my collection not long ago, and are pictured here.  They each 
measure 21cm x 35cm, are definitely from the inter-war or wartime   

period and were made by an experienced graphic  
artist. Their relationship with the old Front-Line 

Fighter’s movement is clear from the insignia of the 
middle pennant, and it is well 
known that the Order of Vitéz 

has always been a kindred asso-
ciation. Their use, however,   

remains somewhat of a mystery. 
     Too much work has gone into 

them for us to assume they were 
used as decorations for some of the 

many gala affairs of the 1930s - the 
fine ink-work and gold leaf would 

have been a time-consuming and     
expensive process.  My theory is that 

they must be prototypes for pennants that 
were meant to be printed and manufac-

tured from cloth, perhaps strung together 
to festoon one of the lively events or formal 

balls that brought out the military men and 
society ladies in their finest uniforms and 

gala Hungarian costumes.  A detail of the 
finely executed old Hungarian coat-of-arms is 

shown at left. 

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution - A People’s Sacrifice 
Supply is limited - order your copy today! 

Although our booklet is free of charge and has been produced by volunteers, we gratefully accept donations - 
100% goes toward printing and mailing costs.  To order our publication, send your donation to: 

 

THE NEW HUNGARIAN VOICE 
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Please make your cheque payable to The New Hungarian Voice 
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