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Membership in the
International Hungarian Military History
Preservation Society is $40.00 annually,
and includes both the Magyar Front and

the New Hungarian Voice periodicals.

The original Magyar Front was the
weekly newspaper of the Front -Line
Fighterds Associ a
published from the early 1930s until
the end of the Second World War.

s A note from the Editor

| am very excit ed thelntmadtond h e
Hungarian Military History Preservation Society. We have
already received many inquires, and | can feel that shedding
our highly-charged political affiliation, and embarking in a new
direction was a very sound decision.

We are currently working on administrative details, and will soon be updating our
website. You will imeet o P®ter v. Labol
other dedicated members to you. It is my sincere hope that our organization will be a
central point for hobbyists and historians to share their knowledge and ideas.

For vyear s, I have encountered misinfor
Badge, and finally, we have, courtesy of Gergely Sallay, a definitive article on the
subject. Work like this will set records straight and be a great benefit to the study of
military history.

The main theme this time is remembranc
start out on our new journey. -timé&jobi likeno st
it is for many of us. Professional historians and amateur collectors share a significant
common bond an interest in preserving a part of the past that is often overlooked.
| sincerely hope that our New Front will facilitate a new kind of memorial, and whether
we are history buffs or advanced experts, may it inspire us to explore our interest more
deeply and with an open mind, and to generously share it with
broader audience.

Finally, near the end of this issue is a brief article on militg
reenacting. ltés a relative]
have the time or inclination to set up a tent or dig a trench
existence is significant. | constantly hear from my elders t|
fiyoung people dono6t care abdg
many of them do cariea lot.

I hope you all enjoy our publication, and please keep in m
that | welcome any thoughts, comments or criticisms. Welcome\
the New Front! P Cz

Our Cover:

A PORTRAIT OF JAPANESE GENERAL IKUTARO INOUE

in a previous issue of the Magyar Front (Volume X Issue 2, pid3)0l gave an
account of some aspects of the relations between the Hungarian and Japanese frontline
fighters in the late 1930s and early 1940s. In the article, | touched upon Dr. Istvan
Mezeyds trip -1939. Id thepcaunse of his trlp9Cw.Mezey, founder and
later chairman of the Magyatippon Tarsasag (Hungarialapanese Society), honorary
professor of Senshu University, Tokyo, contacted the leaders of the Imperial Japanese
Veteransdé Association (Nippon Teikoku 2z
Frontline Fightersd Association and pre
General Ikutaro Inoue, Chairman of the association, on Jantlatp39.

After the article was published, fellow researcher Mr. Péter Wintermantel very
kKindly drew my aitention to a portrait of General Inoue (pictured on our cover)
published inAz igazi Japan (The Real Japdny Istvan Mezey (issued by the Magyar
Nippon Téarsasag in 1939). In the picture, General Inoue is seen wearing the Badge of
Honour of the Hungarian Frontline Fight
his uniform beside that of the Japanese Association. In this most interesting portrait, the
breast star of the 1st Class of the Order of the Rising Sun and the 3rd Class insignia of
the Order of the Golden Kite can also be seen on his left breast and around his neck.
Above the right breast pocket of his tunic, another version of the badge of the Japanese

Veteransoé6 Association can be seen. T h e
published in Issue 2 of the Magyar Front earlier this year, and it is a remarkable and rare
vi sual source of the international rel e
Association.

Gergely Pal Sallay
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Péter v. Laborc, pictured here with his daughter Zséfia, is the newPrYasdent (Hungary) of the Internationa
Hungarian Military History Preservation Society. Our association is known ad\éhnezetkézi Tarsulat a Magyar
Hadtorténelmi Hagyomanyokért Hungarian, and Péter is ready to address any inquiries written in Hungarian, and to @ct as
an official representative of the fANew Fronto in Hungary

Already welltknown to many of our members, his is a household name in Hungarian militaria and military history cifcles.
Born in 1955, he was raised and schooled in Tata, and spent the early part of his life working for the Hungarianl Postal
Service. He has been interested in history and historical artifacts since childhood, anddmhbajthe was already a seiou
collector of militariai specifically uniforms and equipment. He was particularly drawn to the Horthy regency periodfland
soon became an expérhelped along by his affection for those romantic ivtar years when Hungary seemed to be at ifs
zenith. His grandfather was a lieutenantonel during the First World War, and his father served as a captain offthe
engineers in World War Il.

Péter has always gone out of his way to share his collection and knowledge, and has been involved in countlessidisplays
and historical exhibitions over the years. His uniforms and equipment, as well as many of his thousands of Huigarian

postcards and period photographs have appeared in B ny
i mportance to under sti amnthtteowhat pairt ofrthe fvald wedive $nd Thrbuigls thab understandig
we wi || become better acquainted with the history offf our
attest to his sincerity and reliabilityhe is always ready to help a fellow enthusiast.
In 2003, Péter was awarded membership in the Ordériot. @®terestingly, he was initially invested with the petioee
postn o mi n a | l etters VRNT for his own merit and servi cef an
the hereditary titte o i t ®zHi s decorations and medals include thefl Gol
Cross of Merit, the MHBK Gold and Silver Medals of Merit, the MHBK Vancouver Chapter-2066 Commemorative
Medal , and the Austrian Veteranso6 Association Silver §Med:
Currently, a number of very historically significant pieces from his collection are on display ab the8kr 193681945
retrospective exhibition at theyorgy Klapka MuseumkKelemen Laszl6 Street 2Ko m§ r o m, Hungary. The

open until March 31s2009.
Péter can be contacted (in Hungariarpbhbrcemail@freemail.hu
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Although it was one of the most common Hungarian military badges @f
the interwar period and the Second World War, militaria collectors and evén
historians and museum curators seem to know very little about the
Csapattisztijelvény or Company Officer6s Bafge.

This most characteristic badge was introduced in 1920 for the Royal
Hungarian National Army (called the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces frd
1922) to distinguish commissioned officers of the various arms of servige
(infantry, cavalry, artillery, armoured troops and engineers), from officefs
that served in motorised and hodmmawn train units and the supply troops.

From 1939, officers of the Royal Hungarian River Forces were also auth@r-
ised to wear the badge. The highest position, the holder of which was slill
entitled to display the badge on his uniform, was that of a regimental

commander. Those officers who were transferred to a higher commandior
authority, were not permitted the wear the badge anymore.

The Company Officerds Badge was@the
the new independent Hungarian army after the First World War and it was
used until the end of the Second World War. The design of the badge Was
entirely new and it reflected the independence of the Hungarian natiofial
army through the portrayal of the most important national symbols: the
Hungarian Holy Crown, the double cross and the triple mounds (tfe
elements of the national ceat-arms). Other components like the nakeo
sword and the wreath of oak and laurel leaves were meant to reflect fthe
military character of the badge. The sword, held by a hand, represernied
leadership and was an appropriate reference to the service of company
officers. It is noteworthy that the badge was designed by Major Ka
Agghézy, founder of the Royal Hungarian Military History Museum
Commissary Major Ferenc Péter and Second Lieutenant L4szl6 Gy. Pethgly,
a renowned industrial designer of the period who also created the insignia of
the Order of Vit®z. Maj or Agghs8izy
that the Military History Museum, which was established in late 1918, tog
an active part in the creation of the system of the new Hungarian natiofjal
military symbols.

TheCompany Officerds Badge had t ( be
breast pocket of the ofpelisssosatiasoatt UIni c
in the same position). From 1933, it was compulsory to wear it with the
parade dress, the mess dress and the service dress, but it was not allowed to
be worn in marching order. Officers often attached a cloth backing in ar
ofservi ce colour to t he badge. I n
inauguration ceremonies, military academy graduates can already be geen
wearing their Company Officerds Bladge

The badge was struck of copper alloy, gilt and enamelled. There were

o
(2]

sever al manufacturers that pr odufic ed
pieces may vary in material, finish and measurements. There are examples
with makerds marks being stampedfint

clasps on their backs, but the badges typically are not marked. The baélge
shown in the enlarged picture at right meas6@5mm by 45mm.

Gergely Pal Sallay

Above: Youthful First Lieutenant (fR h a d n\éktpyOrzechovsky,
recently awarded the Company Offfi cer
1926t § r s a s § g dresslhibbranasbmetinie auring the late 1920s.

Below: An unidentified captain( s z § zweatingshe
Mo d el 1939 officerds service tuWnic
The Reclamation of Transylvania Commemorative Medal,
the officer 6s Baf-sediieeinsifhiafahddhe br @nch
Company Officerb6s Badge decadlr at €



Below: Enlarged photograph of 88, dbra.
a Company Officeros Badge, fGCsapattisate jelvény.
Hungarian Military History Museum.
This example has particularly light coloured,
translucent enamelling on the oak and
laurel-leaf wreath.

Bottom: four different ma
Variations shown actual size (note the two A
badges with branchof-service coloured wool
backing - red for artillery and green for infantry).

Right: Drawings of the badge- actual size
and enlarged, from official regulations.
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FRONTHARCOS!

Pictured at left
(shown halfsize) are two
issues of a publication that
was entirely unknown to
me: Frontharcosi
the pre-Magyar Front
periodical of the Hungarian
Veteranso Asls

Before becoming an
independent national
organi zation,
association was a part of
the conservative and
nationalistic M.O.V.E.
(Magyar Orszgos
V®der R Egy

The April 1930 issue
(orange cover) was their
first one, and the example
with the green cover is from
June of 1931.
association continued to
exist within M.O.V.E. until
February 17", 1932.

Rfc Tcr!
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Memorial Insignia =

Frontharcos

One of the articles in the latter issue

i s about t he iveter a n.B‘?gYﬁ!ﬂ% *rpgtharcos'iel"én)"

| nsi grKegyéleti frontharcos  Szbvelségiink az altala leigazolt frontharcosok részére rendszeresitett
j el v ®amdunced that the leader-  megkiilénboztetd jelvénnyel kapcsolatban az orszagos végrehajtébizottsag
ship of the association has instituted hatarozata folytan kegyeleti jelvényeket bocsat ki.
a hew memorial insignia, or p|aque for A kegyeleti ielvény nem egyéb. mint a megkiilénb&ztetd frontharcos
the tombstones of frontline fighters. jelvénynek erés vihartallo anyagbol késziilt mintegy tizendtszérésen na-
Similar in design to the standard - gyitott m.ésa. Ezt az idékozben elhunyt frontharcosok héatramaradottjai
membership badge but fifteen times szerezhetik meg, gy, hogy az elhunyt tulajdonaban volt és altala viselt
. . . frontharcos jelvényt a hozzatartozé igazolvannyal egyiitt beszolgaltatjak
larger, it _WOUId be produced in vagy kozvetleniil, vagy az illetékes csoportelndkségen, kérzetvezetdtisz-
weathefre3|stant metal. ten keresztiil a szévetség kozpontjahoz. Ennek ellenében dijtalanul kap-
Family members of deceasgd nak egy darab kegyeleti jelvényt.
combatants could obtain the memorial A kegyeleti jelvény az elhunyt bajtérsunk sirkeresztjére, vagy fej-
plaque, free of charge, by providing = fajara erésitendé fel és igy holta utan is a sirfajan kifejezésre jut, hogy
documentation of their frontline ¢életében az elmilt vilaghabori magyar frontharcos katonaja volt.
service. For those soldiers who were Megfelels igazolassal a megvaltasi 4r lefizetése ellenében a kegyeleti
not awarded the First World War jelvényt azoknak az elhunyt frontharcosoknak a hozzatartozéi is megsze-

combatantsé Kar | T fer&e@i{ﬁikib életiikpen rera voltak ja, megkiilonboztets frontharcos jel-

Karolycsapatkereszbut who qualified vény aban, de az erre valé jogosultsagukat a vildghabort folyaman,

for it, the plaque could be purchased by ?:;::f:ﬁaizolgalatukkal megszerezték és a Kaérolycsapatkereszt viselésére

their descendant; prOVideq that they A kegyeleti jelvények kiséolgéltatésé.t szovetségiink kézpontja jinius
had the appropriate frontline service = pgban kezdi meg.

documents.




Cast metal shield
measuring 20.9cm x 32.7cm
(shown here smaller
than actual size).
Three holes for mounting
and a curved bl
near the bottom, most likely
meant for inscription, can
clearly be seen.

Although the only
reference to this insignia
| have encountered is
reproduced on the
previous page, this
up-until -now unidentified
veteransd asso
is most probably the
Vet erands Memo




Hungarian

6. abra.

Tabori sapka baloldali
neézete.

7. dbra.

Tabori sapka jobboldali
nézete.
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8. dbra.

Tabori sapka eliili
nézete.

Three views of the M1920 officer o6s

el



Regulations

Field cap rosette, general 6s eagl eoldurdmrchaf-servidee c or
triangle. The practice of wearing the eagle feather was discontinued in the mi®30s.

on



