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     I am very excited about the ñnew frontò ï the International 

Hungarian Military History Preservation Society.  We have 

already received many inquires, and I can feel that shedding 

our highly-charged political affiliation, and embarking in a new 

direction was a very sound decision. 

     We are currently working on administrative details, and will soon be updating our 

website.  You will ñmeetò P®ter v. Laborc in this issue, and future issues will introduce 

other dedicated members to you.  It is my sincere hope that our organization will be a 

central point for hobbyists and historians to share their knowledge and ideas. 

     For years, I have encountered misinformation about Hungaryôs Company Officerôs 

Badge, and finally, we have, courtesy of Gergely Sallay, a definitive article on the    

subject.  Work like this will set records straight and be a great benefit to the study of 

military history. 

     The main theme this time is remembrance, however, and I think itôs a good way to 

start out on our new journey.  For most people, remembrance isnôt a full-time job ï like 

it is for many of us.  Professional historians and amateur collectors share a significant 

common bond ï an interest in preserving a part of the past that is often overlooked.        

I sincerely hope that our New Front will facilitate a new kind of memorial, and whether 

we are history buffs or advanced experts, may it inspire us to explore our interest more 

deeply and with an open mind, and to generously share it with a 

broader audience. 

     Finally, near the end of this issue is a brief article on military 

re-enacting.  Itôs a relatively new hobby, and whether or not you 

have the time or inclination to set up a tent or dig a trench, its 

existence is significant. I constantly hear from my elders that 

ñyoung people donôt care about our military history.ò  I think that 

many of them do care ï a lot. 

     I hope you all enjoy our publication, and please keep in mind 

that I welcome any thoughts, comments or criticisms.  Welcome to 

the New Front! 
P.Cz. 

Our Cover: 

A PORTRAIT OF JAPANESE GENERAL IKUTARO INOUE  
 

      In a previous issue of the Magyar Front (Volume X Issue 2, pp. 10-13), I gave an 

account of some aspects of the relations between the Hungarian and Japanese frontline 

fighters in the late 1930s and early 1940s.  In the article, I touched upon Dr. István 

Mezeyôs trip to Japan in 1938-1939.  In the course of his trip, Dr. Mezey, founder and 

later chairman of the Magyar-Nippon Társaság (Hungarian-Japanese Society), honorary 

professor of Senshu University, Tokyo, contacted the leaders of the Imperial Japanese 

Veteransô Association (Nippon Teikoku Zaigo Gunjinkai) on behalf of the Hungarian 

Frontline Fightersô Association and presented the associationôs Badge of Honour to 

General Ikutaro Inoue, Chairman of the association, on January 5th, 1939. 

     After the article was published, fellow researcher Mr. Péter Wintermantel very 

kindly drew my attention to a portrait of General Inoue (pictured on our cover)         

published in Az igazi Japán (The Real Japan) by István Mezey (issued by the Magyar-

Nippon Társaság in 1939).  In the picture, General Inoue is seen wearing the Badge of 

Honour of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association on the right breast pocket of 

his uniform beside that of the Japanese Association.  In this most interesting portrait, the 

breast star of the 1st Class of the Order of the Rising Sun and the 3rd Class insignia of 

the Order of the Golden Kite can also be seen on his left breast and around his neck.  

Above the right breast pocket of his tunic, another version of the badge of the Japanese 

Veteransô Association can be seen.  The image is much more detailed than the one   

published in Issue 2 of the Magyar Front earlier this year, and it is a remarkable and rare 

visual source of the international relationships of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô  

Association. 
Gergely Pál Sallay 
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     Péter v. Laborc, pictured here with his daughter Zsófia, is the new Vice-President (Hungary) of the International          

Hungarian Military History Preservation Society.  Our association is known as the Nemzetközi Társulat a Magyar             

Hadtörténelmi Hagyományokért in Hungarian, and Péter is ready to address any inquiries written in Hungarian, and to act as 

an official representative of the ñNew Frontò in Hungary. 

     Already well-known to many of our members, his is a household name in Hungarian militaria and military history circles.  

Born in 1955, he was raised and schooled in Tata, and spent the early part of his life working for the Hungarian Postal       

Service.  He has been interested in history and historical artifacts since childhood, and by high-school he was already a serious 

collector of militaria ï specifically uniforms and equipment.  He was particularly drawn to the Horthy regency period, and 

soon became an expert ï helped along by his affection for those romantic inter-war years when Hungary seemed to be at its 

zenith. His grandfather was a lieutenant-colonel during the First World War, and his father served as a captain of the         

engineers in World War II. 

     Péter has always gone out of his way to share his collection and knowledge, and has been involved in countless displays 

and historical exhibitions over the years.  His uniforms and equipment, as well as many of his thousands of Hungarian      

postcards and period photographs have appeared in many books and publications.  He believes ñthat itôs of the utmost       

importance to understand our forefathersô history ï no matter what part of the world we live in. Through that understanding 

we will become better acquainted with the history of our homeland.ò  Anyone who has been touched by his enthusiasm will 

attest to his sincerity and reliability ï he is always ready to help a fellow enthusiast. 

     In 2003, Péter was awarded membership in the Order of Vit®z.  Interestingly, he was initially invested with the peace-time 

post-nominal letters VRNT for his own merit and service, and later, because of his fatherôs military record, he was awarded 

the hereditary title of vit®z.  His decorations and medals include the Gold Cross of Merit of the Order of Vit®z, the MHBK 

Cross of Merit, the MHBK Gold and Silver Medals of Merit, the MHBK Vancouver Chapter 1956-2006 Commemorative 

Medal, and the Austrian Veteransô Association Silver Medal of Merit. 

     Currently, a number of very historically significant pieces from his collection are on display at the Kom§rom 1938-1945 

retrospective exhibition at the György Klapka Museum, Kelemen László Street 22, Kom§rom, Hungary.  The exhbit will be 

open until March 31st, 2009. 

     Péter can be contacted (in Hungarian) at laborcemail@freemail.hu. 

Nþrcp t, J_`mpa- «Lcu Dpmlr¬ Fsle_pg_l Tgac-President 
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     Although it was one of the most common Hungarian military badges of 

the interwar period and the Second World War, militaria collectors and even 

historians and museum curators seem to know very little about the          

Csapattiszti jelvény, or Company Officerôs Badge. 

     This most characteristic badge was introduced in 1920 for the Royal  

Hungarian National Army (called the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces from 

1922) to distinguish commissioned officers of the various arms of service 

(infantry, cavalry, artillery, armoured troops and engineers), from officers 

that served in motorised and horse-drawn train units and the supply troops.  

From 1939, officers of the Royal Hungarian River Forces were also author-

ised to wear the badge.  The highest position, the holder of which was still 

entitled to display the badge on his uniform, was that of a regimental      

commander.  Those officers who were transferred to a higher command or 

authority, were not permitted the wear the badge anymore. 

     The Company Officerôs Badge was the first officially instituted badge of 

the new independent Hungarian army after the First World War and it was 

used until the end of the Second World War.  The design of the badge was 

entirely new and it reflected the independence of the Hungarian national 

army through the portrayal of the most important national symbols: the  

Hungarian Holy Crown, the double cross and the triple mounds (the        

elements of the national coat-of-arms). Other components like the naked 

sword and the wreath of oak and laurel leaves were meant to reflect the  

military character of the badge.  The sword, held by a hand, represented 

leadership and was an appropriate reference to the service of company    

officers. It is noteworthy that the badge was designed by Major Kamil 

Aggházy, founder of the Royal Hungarian Military History Museum,    

Commissary Major Ferenc Péter and Second Lieutenant László Gy. Pethely, 

a renowned industrial designer of the period who also created the insignia of 

the Order of Vit®z.  Major Aggh§zyôs participation in the project suggests 

that the Military History Museum, which was established in late 1918, took 

an active part in the creation of the system of the new Hungarian national 

military symbols. 

     The Company Officerôs Badge had to be worn in the middle of the right 

breast pocket of the officerôs tunic (or on the greatcoat, pelisse or atilla coat 

in the same position).  From 1933, it was compulsory to wear it with the 

parade dress, the mess dress and the service dress, but it was not allowed to 

be worn in marching order.  Officers often attached a cloth backing in arm-

of-service colour to the badge. In photographs taken at officerôs               

inauguration ceremonies, military academy graduates can already be seen 

wearing their Company Officerôs Badges. 

     The badge was struck of copper alloy, gilt and enamelled.  There were 

several manufacturers that produced the Company Officerôs Badge, so 

pieces may vary in material, finish and measurements.  There are examples 

with makerôs marks being stamped into their reverse or into the fastening 

clasps on their backs, but the badges typically are not marked.  The badge 

shown in the enlarged picture at right measures 53.5mm by 45mm. 

Rfc Amkn_lw Mddgacpªq @_bec 

Above:  Youthful First Lieutenant (fŖhadnagy) Viktor Orzechovsky, 

recently awarded the Company Officerôs Badge, poses in his Model 

1926 t§rsas§gi d²szatilla dress uniform, sometime during the late 1920s. 
 

Below: An unidentified captain (sz§zados) wearing the 

Model 1939 officerôs service tunic sometime in the early 1940s. 

The Reclamation of Transylvania Commemorative Medal, 

the officerôs Border Rifles branch-of-service insignia, and the 

Company Officerôs Badge decorate his uniform. 

CZINK COLLECTION 

CZINK COLLECTION 

 Gergely Pál Sallay 
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Below: Enlarged photograph of 

 a Company Officerôs Badge, from the 

Hungarian Military History Museum.  

This example has particularly light coloured, 

translucent enamelling on the oak and 

laurel-leaf wreath. 
 

Bottom: four different manufacturerôs 

Variations shown actual size (note the two 

badges with branch-of-service coloured wool 

backing - red for artillery and green for infantry).  
 

Right: Drawings of the badge - actual size 

and enlarged, from official regulations. 

CZINK  

COLLECTION 

P£TER SZIKITS PHOTO 
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CZINK COLLECTION 

FRONTHARCOS!  

     One of the articles in the latter issue 

is about the ñVeteranôs Memorial   

Insigniaò (Kegyeleti frontharcos-

jelv®ny).  It announced that the leader-

ship of the association has instituted    

a new memorial insignia, or plaque for 

the tombstones of frontline fighters.  

Similar in design to the standard   

membership badge but fifteen times 

larger, it would be produced in 

weather-resistant metal. 

     Family members of deceased    

combatants could obtain the memorial 

plaque, free of charge, by providing 

documentation of their frontline      

service.  For those soldiers who were 

not awarded the First World War   

combatantsô Karl Troopsô Cross, or 

Károlycsapatkereszt, but who qualified 

for it, the plaque could be purchased by 

their descendants provided that they 

had the appropriate frontline service 

documents. 

Pictured at left 

(shown half-size) are two 

issues of a publication that 

was entirely unknown to 

me: Frontharcos ï 

the pre-Magyar Front 

periodical of the Hungarian 

Veteransô Association. 

 

     Before becoming an 

independent national 

organization, the veteransô 

association was a part of 

the conservative and 

nationalistic M.O.V.E. 

(Magyar Országos 

V®derŖ Egylet). 

 

The April 1930 issue  

(orange cover) was their 

first one, and the example 

with the green cover is from 

June of 1931.  The veteransô 

association continued to 

exist within M.O.V.E. until  

February 17th, 1932. 

Rfc Tcrcp_lªq 

Memorial Insignia 
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Cast metal shield 

measuring 20.9cm x 32.7cm 

(shown here smaller 

than actual size). 

Three holes for mounting 

and a curved blank ñscrollò 

near the bottom, most likely 

meant for inscription, can 

clearly be seen. 
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Although the only 

reference to this insignia 

I have encountered is 

reproduced on the 

previous page, this 

up-until -now unidentified 

veteransô association shield 

is most probably the 

Veteranôs Memorial Insignia. 



Three views of the M1920 officerôs field cap. 

Hungarian 



Field cap rosette, generalôs eagle feather decoration, and an example of a two-colour branch-of-service 

triangle.  The practice of wearing the eagle feather was discontinued in the mid-1930s. 

Regulations 


