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A note from the Editor 
     Readers of the Magyar Front may recall that there exists two mysterious Frontline 

Fightersô Association badges, one for the felt helmet and a smaller version for wear on 

the lapel, with the words ñUj Frontò featured on them.  Until now, no one has been able 

to find concrete evidence as to what these badges signified or what sub-group of the 

association they were for, although the words, meaning ñNew Frontò have been thought 

to refer to a new kind of membership or a new era for the organization. 

     I wrote a brief article on the membership badges of the Frontline Fightersô           

Association for the JulyïAugust 1999 issue of the Magyar Front, and updated it in the 

following issue (SeptemberïOctober 1999) after I had acquired the two mysterious 

badges for my collection.  I wrote that ñI have been told that they were intended for use 

by those who took part in what came to be known as the Second World War.ò                

I incorrectly hypothesized that ñéthey may have abandoned this design and opted for 

the óFire Crossô type, which was discussed in the last issue of the Magyar Front.ò 

     I refer the badge again in the JanuaryïFebruary 2005 issue as ñéthe mysterious óUj 

Frontô (New Front) badge (purpose unknown).ò  In the Summer 2008 issue I introduced 

the new IHMHPS insignia for the first time: ñOur societyôs insignia is based on the old 

veteransô associationôs óUj Frontô badge, combined with our MHBK Vancouver    

Chapter badge.ò 

     The following year, in our Summer 2009 issue, our new IHMHPS membership 

badge was featured, and the ñmysteriousò Uj Front badge was mentioned again.  In that 

same issue, the definitive article on Frontline Fightersô Association insignia by Dr.   

Gergely Sallay was published. Regarding this insignia, Sallay wrote: ñYet another 

badge of the association is known, but no information is available on it. The badge is 

silver in colour, and it portrays a sword, a helmet and a scroll with the words Đj Front* 

(New Front) on it.  Although the exact purpose of the badge remains a mystery for the 

time being, it should be pointed out, that the International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society used that very badge as a model for designing its insignia.ò 

     Among the hundreds of Frontline Fightersô Association documents and publications 

in my collection, I have only found reference to the Uj Front once.  In the March 1st, 

1934 issue of the original Magyar Front newspaper, an article on uniform regulations 

briefly mentions that Uj Front members are to wear the same uniforms, and cornflower 

blue wool backing, without gold braid, behind their helmet badges. 

     Recently, while surfing a Hungarian online auction, I came across two tattered issues 

of the old Magyar Front. I have an extensive collection of these papers, and have 
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The original Magyar Front was the 

weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until 

the end of the Second World War. 

     This issue of the Magyar Front is 

dedicated to IHMHPS Russian Federa-

tion Vice-President Sergey Slakaev. Our 

Russian language masthead is a tribute 

to this fine gentleman who died tragical-

ly on July 15th, 2014. 

     Sergey was a very keen and capable 

enthusiast, who spent considerable time 

studying Hungarian military history.   

He had taken it upon himself, on his own 

initiative, to translate entire issues of the 

Magyar Front into Russian, as he found 

information on Hungarian military    

history difficult to find in his language.  

Sergeyôs work is truly inspirational, and 

it is also a remarkably refreshing assur-

ance of our movement forward, and of 

international friendship and camaraderie.  

He lived with his family in Megion City, 

Siberia.  Our culture and cause has lost a 

great advocate and comrade. 

IHMHPS Russian Federation VP Sergey Slakaev  1967.X.20. - 2014.VII.15. 

*The accent over the ñUò was not always used, especially in titles, in the early 20th century. 
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expand the society, making the admission of the sons of 

frontline fighters possible, provided they had previously 

served in the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces.  For those 

new members an Ex-servicemanôs Badge was instituted, 

which was similar to the standard membership badge, but 

portrayed only a sword and a helmet on an apple green field, 

with the inscription Katonaviselt (Ex-serviceman) along the 

upper edge.ò 

     Originally, the main criteria for joining the organization 

was that veterans must already have the right to wear the 

Emperorôs Troopsô Cross (K§roly Csapatkereszt).            

ñEx-servicemen who have obtained the right to wear the  

TŤzkereszt (similarly to the Emperorôs Troopsô Cross) that 

will be introduced in the near future for participation in the 

battles for Upper Hungary, or who received it for taking part 

in future wars, will automatically become regular members 

of the association (Frontline Fighters).ò 

     The official invitation for ex-servicemen to join the    

association was made from January 14th, 1941.  There were 

at that time, however, still members of the Uj Front.  Leaders 

of the Frontline Fightersô Association were told to revise the 

memberships of these individuals who applied for Uj Front 

membership beginning in 1933, and that they should        

exchange their Uj Front status for that of ex-servicemen. 

     I am very pleased that this little Frontline Fightersô     

Association mystery has been solved (and I hope to solve all 

of the remaining ones as well).  It gives me great pleasure to 

know that any dedicated person can do their part in          

preserving history, and that our IHMHPS remains an       

unparalleled example of excellence in the service of our  

history and culture. 

scoured them for any mention of the Uj Front, but I was 

missing these two ï and although the photo accompanying 

the auction listing was small, one of the headlines caught my 

eye: ñA TŤzharcos Szºvets®g megkezdte a vil§gh§bor¼    

katonaviselt fiatals§g beszervez®s®t.ò (ñThe Hungarian 

Frontline Fightersô Association has started to recruit young 

ex-servicemen.ò)  I won the auction, and waited to receive 

the papers ï to see if they could shed any light on the Uj 

Front.  As soon as I had them in my hands I began reading 

the article in the January 15th, 1941 issue that so piqued my 

curiosity ï and there it was ï an explanation of exactly what 

the Uj Front was! 

     ñThe generation that served in the Great War has created 

an association based on their military service to cultivate 

their comradely, soldierly, and disciplined lifestyle as      

civilians, and to help with the challenges faced by veterans, 

while supporting one another.ò 

     The article continues:  ñNearly ten years ago, we made an 

attempt to recruit young ex-servicemen as the successors of 

the ageing frontline fighters who served in the Great War.ò  

The writer, Magyar Front editor and pillar of the Frontline 

Fightersô Association Elem®r Kert®sz, explains that their 

early attempts were not well supported and were unsuccess-

ful. He explains: ñAfter a few attempts the Frontline      

Fightersô Association had to dissolve their project, called the 

óUj Front.ôò  The organization must have had great hope for 

this ñNew Frontò ï clearly the manufacture of helmet and 

lapel badges echoes their intentions to nurture the younger 

generations. 

     Kert®sz then unveils the new proposal for motivating 

younger men who have seen military service but werenôt 

veterans of the First World War: ñAfter several years of quiet 

preparation, the subject was brought up again, and Minister 

of Defence K§roly v. Bartha, supported the Hungarian  

Frontline Fightersô Association and allowed that all Hungari-

an citizens who have a clean record and are descendants of 

frontline fighters who served their country during the Great 

War in the National Army or the Royal Hungarian military 

after the war, can be admitted in the Frontline Fightersô   

Association as óex-servicemen.ôò The article also states that 

ñthose who gain admittance will be given a distinctive     

insignia similar to the generally known frontline fightersô 

insigniaò and that they will be ñlegally entitled to wear the 

Frontline Fightersô Association uniform.ò  

     Going back to Dr. Sallayôs 2009 article we find this badge 

and its description: ñéa decision was made in 1941 to    

Uj Front lapel and larger helmet insignia, 

and the Ex-servicemanôs badge (actual size). 

Peter Czink 

Special thanks to translator Zsuzsanna Miskolczy. 

CZINK 
COLLECTION 
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      The IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross will be 

awarded over the 2014-2018 centenary years.  

It is a 35mm black-enamelled, gold cross   

inspired by the Austro-Hungarian World War I 

frontline service medal, the Emperorôs Troops 

Cross (K§roly csapatkereszt in Hungarian, 

Karl Truppenkreuz in German), issued by the 

monarch from 1916. I have streamlined its 

design and modified the wreath between the 

arms of the cross to give it a more modern 

look while keeping its traditional lines. The 

dates and ñIHMHPSò are on the obverse of the 

cross, and ñfor dedication to historical preser-

vationò is engraved on the reverse. 

     The unique tri-fold 40mm ribbon also pays 

homage to the past. The bright green repre-

sents the colour of the badges of the Hungarian 

Frontline Fightersô Association, while the 

black represents the mourning of the tragedy 

that was the First World War. The ribbons 

have been manufactured by the firm of Maurer 

in Vienna, who have been producing such 

items since the imperial era. Ladies will     

receive their crosses on a traditional bow 

mounting. 

     In the past I have always financed the    

production of IHMHPS awards and insignia 

myself.  This time, however, IHMHPS Austria 

Vice-President Manfred Winter initiated a 

fundraising plan among our Austrian members 

to help me with this project, as the costs for 

this sort of thing can be quite high.  Manfredôs 

unselfish and exemplary behavior is nothing 

new to me - and this gesture from our Austrian 

comrades is another symbol of an old and true 

friendship; and a desire to respect and preserve 

our culture and cause together. 

     Awarding of the first IHMHPS 2014-2018 

Crosses will begin this year. 

     Originally, I intended to call our new award 

the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Commemorative 

Cross, but after a great deal of thought,            

I decided to drop the word ñcommemorative.ò  

This is the centenary of the First World War, 

and of course commemoration is a significant 

part of such a historic anniversary.  I hope we 

will see a surge of interest in World War I and 

its aftermath, and I am sure any thinking    

person will explore and commemorate it in 

their own way. 

     Unfortunately, such commemorations can 

often be somewhat subjective, and even tainted 

by misinformation or propaganda produced in 

the interests of current belligerents.  So much 

time has passed, many people today have   

difficulty relating to such a tremendously   

tragic event. Words such as ñheroò have all but 

lost their meaning, and concepts like 

ñfreedomò have become little more than     

abstract catchwords. 

     Unimaginable loss of life becomes distilled 

by mass media, comforting people with the 

erroneous thought that ñthey died for our   

freedom,ò while in truth they usually died  

terrified, in agony, and alone.  The conse-

quences of not fighting were execution, or at 

best a life behind bars. The causes of war ï 

greed and diplomatic incompetence, are also 

easily forgotten. 

     The truly dedicated historian and enthusiast 

must see beyond whatôs a la mode, to objec-

tively and scientifically analyze the past, and 

use knowledge and understanding to better the 

future. Remembering and honouring those 

who came before us is a very important part of 

historical preservation, however, the IHMHPS 

2014-2018 Cross is an award to honour those 

very few individuals who, after 100 years, still 

care enough to dedicate their lives to the    

understanding of one of humanityôs most  

complex and puzzling subjects. 

IHMHPS members (regular and honorary) will be awarded the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross: 
 

If they have significantly contributed to the understanding of a particular field of Hungarian and/or Austro-Hungarian 

World War I military history; or if they have initiated and developed an IHMHPS 2014-2018 commemorative project; 

or if they have earned a total of 5 credits* toward the issue of the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross. 
 

Non-members are also eligible: 
 

If they earn a total of 5 credits toward the issue of the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross; or if they have significantly contributed to the 

understanding of a particular field of Hungarian and/or Austro-Hungarian World War I military history, and regularly work in 

cooperation with the IHMHPS; or if they have initiated and developed an IHMHPS 2014-2018 commemorative project. 
 

The President of the IHMHPS may award the 2014-2018 Cross at his discretion to any member or non-member who has        

consistently performed valuable and inspirational work in the field of military history preservation in the interests of the         

IHMHPS.  Anyone may bring such individuals to the attention of the President of the IHMHPS and nominate them for the award. 
 

*Throughout the years of the World War I centenary, there will be many opportunities to earn credits for the IHMHPS 2014-2018 Cross. 

Our fundraising drives and other projects and activities will provide a wide range of options for our members and non-members. 

Peter Czink 

THE IHMHPS 2014 - 2018 CROSS 

Facing page: IHMHPS Austria 



Vizeleutnant Manfred Winter 
IHMHPS Austria Vice-President 

Verwaltungsrat 
Sven Dietel  

Oberwachtmeister 
Robert Eiserle  

Andreas Merle  Johann Prasch 
Oberwachtmeister 
Peter Raab 

Erich Schellig 

Mag. Viktor Szontagh Sascha Valenta Sigrid Winter 

Hauptgefreiter der Reserve 
Stefan Harass  

Hauptmann i.Tr. 
Peter Otto Lang  
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and werenôt operational. 

     These two buttons (which range from 12mm to 15mm in 

diameter) matched those of the associationôs uniform tunic ï 

caramel brown in colour and smooth, of a type used on some 

First World War uniforms and known as csontgombok (bone 

buttons) in Hungarian.  Buttons often used to be made of 

bone, however, these were synthetic ï Galalith (also known 

as Erinoid) ï a horn-like plastic made from the milk protein 

casein and formaldehyde. 

     A 17mm x 27mm stamped-metal silver-coloured (or 

     Members of the old Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Asso-

ciation are usually encountered in photographs wearing their 

distinctive felt helmets.  When not on parade, but performing 

everyday duties for the organization, uniform regulations 

prescribed that these veterans should wear a field cap. An 

article in the March 1st, 1934 issue of the Magyar Front  

refers to it as being ñbased on the old husz§r type, but made 

from khaki coloured cloth.ò  Modelled on the familiar piece 

of World War I headgear, the new hat even featured the   

traditional ñturn upò which was for show, as more often than 

not the buttons were simply fastened to the front of the cap 

Field Caps of the 

Dpmlrjglc Dgefrcpqª ?qqmag_rgml 

Article and illustrations by Peter Czink 

Photographs by Lorraine Weideman 

Illustrations of Frontline Fightersô Association field cap badges (actual size). 

1 

Regular member, 

former Other Ranks. 
 

2 

Local leadership, 

former NCO. 

3 

National leadership 

Former officer 
 

4 

New Front member, 

former Other Ranks. 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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Continued on page 8... 
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Facing page: 
 

This postcard from the 

late 1930s or early 1940s 

is a good illustration of the 

varied types of headgear 

used by the Frontline 

Fightersô Association. 

Early, transitional, and later 

types of field caps are being 

worn, as well as the felt 

helmet which never 

underwent any design 

transformation. 

This page: 
 

Another enlargement 

of a period postcard. 

These veterans pose 

in front of the monument 

to King Lajos II in Moh§cs.  

Here too, it is clear that 

all of the types of field 

caps are worn. 

 

Note that there is 

also noticeable variation 

in the uniform tunics. 

CZINK 
COLLECTION 
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leadership; and green was for regular members.  Members of 

the Uj Front were identified by a cornflower blue backing 

cloth behind their unique cap badge. The insignia was     

finished with a 3mm soutache braid surround which would 

match the memberôs uniform shoulder cords ï gold for    

former officers, silver for former NCOs and green for former 

other ranks. The top edge of the capôs turn-up was also    

decorated with soutache braid in matching colours. 

     By 1938, Frontline Fightersô Association cap insignia 

sometimes enamelled) Frontline Fightersô Association     

insignia was worn on the cap like the old Imperial era    

cockade, and behind it was a similarly shaped piece of     

coloured wool which denoted the memberôs position within 

the organization.  Although these cap badges are identical to 

the ñbuttonholeò membership badges, they were usually  

supplied with a safety pin on the reverse. Just like the    

badges on the felt helmets (except smaller in size), white 

backing was for the national leadership; red signified local           

ñUj Frontò membership badge (left).  

Known as a gomblyuk jelv®ny (buttonhole 

badge) in Hungarian, this type of insignia 

featured a flat attachment solution for 

wear in the memberôs lapel buttonhole. 
 

The cap badge (right) was identical, except 

for this simple fastener on its reverse. 

Left: 

An early cap for Other Ranks.  

It has distinctly green (rather 

than the later khaki) coloured 

soutache braid surrounding the 

false turn-up and the cap badge.  

Behind the shield-shaped 

insignia is a piece of green wool 

signifying that the owner of this 

hat was a regular member of 

the organization and not in 

a position of leadership. 

The inverted ñVò stitching on the 

front is purely for decoration. 

Right: 

Another early cap, also made from 

coarse wool material.  The silver 

soutache braid tells us that this one 

belonged to a former NCO, and the red 

wool cap badge backing is for members 

in positions of local leadership. 
 

Note that the caps pictured on this 

page have slightly different buttons, 

however, the somewhat inconsistent 

swirl patterns of the early cast plastic 

Galalith are very apparent. 

CZINK COLLECTION CZINK COLLECTION 
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