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Oswald Goldman’s medals (Silver Bravery Medal 2nd Class, Bronze Bravery Medal, Emperor’s Troops’
Cross, Medal for the Wounded, and Mobilization Cross) pictured above his collection of field cap badges.
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U note from the Editor

I believe that the Ma g y ar isFnore than just a Hungarian military history
journal. It’s a labour of love for sure — we have solved more than a few historical
puzzles, and important connections have been made through our work and our projects -
while regular discoveries have connected deeper ideas and people together.

It’s nearly the end of another year (our 20th year of publication). I have never
produced a special Christmas issue of the Ma g y a r, paKly l®dauke our periodical is
quarterly, and partly because not all of us celebrate the holiday. Christmas has always
been very special to me, however, and I think that this issue celebrates Christmas in a
profound way.

There is also an element of serendipity — and a sublime connection to all humanity.
This issue is about two frontline fighters — Oswald Goldman and Istvan Berger. I some-
how keep forgetting there’s a religious element too, as not all Austro-Hungarian soldiers
were Christian. Someone once asked me why I have tried to raise awareness of Jewish
soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and rehabilitate their honour as best as I can -
and the answer is, is that I believe it’s the right thing to do. Hungarian politicians
including the Hungarian ambassador in Canada, along with representatives from interna-
tional to the local levels of the Order of the Valliant (Vitézi Rend) have completely
ignored my numerous letters and pleas, so that’s enough for me to realize that the cause
is worth fighting for.

At a garage sale last summer I found myself standing among some very fine antiques
— a situation which always prompts me to ask the person in charge if they happen to
have any old military items. The gentleman’s shocking replay was: “I only have some
Austro-Hungarian medals and badges.” I sat down with Mr. Kit Krieger, who showed
me a few pages from an old photo album, onto which were attached his great-uncle
“Ossie” Goldman’s decorations and field cap badges. Mr. Krieger kindly shared his
family history with me and allowed me to feature these items in our publication. I am
also grateful to IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely Sallay for his help with identifying some
of the insignia.

Not long after this incident, I received a package from IHMHPS Australian VP
George Hennessy. In it was a book entitled Prisonero f Walme Wor |l d War
| st van @®@ege gxgained that it was the diary of the grandfather of an old
friend of his - Mr. Steven Serda, who had it translated and lovingly produced the book
for the benefit of generations to come. Mr. Serda graciously gave us permission to
reproduce the work here. I have had to shorten it somewhat due to our space restrictions,
however, its essence is here and I am sure you will find his grandfather’s experience
very moving. The themes of Austro-Hungarian troops engaging with the British and
their prisoners of war is not something we often come across.

No matter how much we study, there always exists a universe of discovery for us all.
I have found that I regularly have to unlearn the boundaries which separate us through
things like religion, language, or even time; and I am very grateful to everyone willing
to share their heritage — to enable us to see and experience a broader and kinder
perspective. P. Cz.
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Oswald Goldman

Kit Krieger’s grandfather Jozef emigrated to England
in 1900, then to the United States in 1902. He returned to
Europe in 1905, where he met his grandmother, Oswald
Goldman's sister-in-law and cousin, and then returned to
the US, where he ultimately became a US citizen. Oswald
was born in Teschen, the son of Julius and Henrietta
Goldman. He had a younger brother named Egon.

A few photographs, his medals and cap badges, are all
the evidence left of Oswald Goldman’s military career.
Showcasing a rare group of Austro-Hungarian medals
belonging to a brave soldier, along with scarcely seen cap
badges will surely interest Magyar Front readers,
however, this small glimpse will also, I hope, help to
uncover further information about his life and military
career.

The photograph on our cover features his brother,
Private Egon Goldman of the 120th Infantry Regiment
(Infantry canon section) on the left, and Artillery Private
Ist Class Oswald “Ossie” Goldman on the right.

In the poignant photo at right, Ossie is the second man
standing by three of his comrades who have been marked
as fallen during the 11th Battle of the Isonzo, which was
fought by the Austro-Hungarian and Italian armies on the
Italian Front between August 18th and September]2th,
1917).

Ossie Goldman was born on August 17th, 1891 and
died in January of 1969. Ossie and his wife Erna emigrat-
ed to the United States in 1938 - they were admitted
because Ossie claimed Czech citizenship by virtue of his
Teschen birthplace, and there was room under the US . ; o
quota system at that time. They lived in Los Angeles and gefatigars 7 7 J0 s 24 ;‘ i
operated a dry cleaning business. / s i ;"

KRIEGER COLLECTION
KRIEGER

COLLECTION Pictured at left (actual size) is Ossie Goldman’s Bund Jiidischer Frontsoldaten (Federation of Jewish Frontline

Fighters) buttonhole membership badge. The BJF was founded in Germany in February of 1919, and its purpose

was to oppose the renewed spread of anti-Semitic thought which began at that time. At some point it was renamed
Reichsbund Jiidischer Frontsoldaten (Reich Federation of Jewish Frontline Fighters).

The BJF emphasized that 85,000 Jewish soldiers had fought for the German Empire in World War I, and 12,000
had died, which put their loyalty to Germany beyond any reasonable doubt. They had received 30,000 medals and
awards during the war. At its high point the BJF had about 55,000 members. All activities of the BJF were
outlawed by the Nazi government in 1936, and in 1938 it was completely dissolved.
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each warhgeawere often sent to soldiers in the

War Graves Day 1918 (another char it yL abnaddsgfel)e; mrlintpoerriia
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Let this diary document my memories for a happier fut

Written in a prisoneltsbvV¥8waBecgep by Captain

Papadopol i on earth do the English w
| co@ul daet used to the ii@ ctomev elnda ginrcrei ng of the e

of Iife in the front | ineWe dr oedgridds érdhds tteneedialiy .
Pest in my |lungs and weewergowneryeepnfindevotrri ed
that the political situanidntWwawtl d hgett mwasolavedu
soon. It was October 23héat WwWel&@&er: 0gdO0Omm. home,
Suddenly, the sound of mbort avsmayf itome fdigohtur bed
the silence of night. We Wereaer estrmow nggn otnhd hiesl| an
first floor of a house ifmohté&linwe.about i Sevemy da
kil ometres behind the fitbet onil yesounds are of ri
We had no reason what sfoervebatttol eo.e Wal ter was qu
worried, and we would noto kawvwetgirveantiatckafrom th
second thought wuntil we hWerhedaoma diusndriirent ed a
close to our house. We |gankeidreutl|l thiet wimeogr oun
enjoying t h-el iskpee cftiarcelweo rrkasc hiAne gun spitting bull
phone call f 8d®Gans BAttttad k!0 mGunrt y metres. They were
optimism started to di saseppeamowbin wechopsesdire b
that this was also onlyaadhaum ews ¢ kioomiss h
|l i ke many ti mes beforelf wWarwamtpet qugetkl ggut o
turned into anxiety, fomutsheanextckmessapaée¢!l out n
wa DAt t adc k! out the order and started

As the fighting intensgrieraddasaatnddtthirefeouf i ve!
gunfire became closer amndjluonpeer upwifti hieaxgpltoward

sions visible over the Bifawe, Evestahbobedht most o
dawn on us ®hateewp wemncstuwullylying on the ground
toni ght . ®&Wes wree ewmhat wasfdhpor ®mghenywhere. | despe

until we got the messagé¢é htethgt-emmehy!l tbaillil®ens hit t
were attacking on the i bledncd mMee Prompe er avege cr
with the short and terr imbainnggmeshadage was my firs
Al abwe got ready in fiv@oond n@Gdcack!s and

started quickly towards tThtee dmedi cal officer was
We wer e marchingoium sitllreenrcee wads hbl ood everywher
Wal t6dour squad commandergunorf ia engrursaw conti nues.

pat-hhe sounds of gunfireyufgrebheasds eweatAhlg, and
sorts of thoughts were $wiarlktbe@ati m nmywyheadpl es.
and despite the dire situwaliberlj whesedtmeland at
confident that we woul dl|otaa@y odutr esfpone bi |l ity wa
stor m. My forehead was showuspgierisngnlyutmolr e. Wal te
di smissed it as a symptaemaoft wWheggli agt omasehves i
When we finally reachedatbe damgamgurpergi hgr fr
message awdAheed3dsesd hasabeend 3: 00am and the i s
broken through byoéVdmatEngvli it h hpatviyolflog. I eal i s



wer e bombantdhiengxpd osi onsheespelinters, |ike match
deafening. & Weoccaotuwel dan f | tahreo wgm ttlme air. Only 60

signal our own troops, wut hi mythe@asthioaukhcfeo@fi tstr
probably would not be vihsilbl eehWadl tthea dgmeamd p
flare on the ground, whiecachatustme®ad.out to be a

bad idea, for the enemy now could clearly see

that we were just a small, defeGasgheNarignaup.

| odanrecall clearly whatOhmhaplpenetdtetnoahyof Oct
remember the facestiofedhdreel dileepl ess night s, I
worn out, and terrifiedseThay tdvedttwoer do ftdre r
it, throwing away their Maeamans Wanavebb&@&clst eadily
packs in panic and | trBedtiechesatdapae kwi amd we on
t hem. when ordered to retreat.
The spark of responsi bBrliittiyslond oyl ddiaesvnse dunder t h
on me when | saw my misemadblapsolsii®mtsssorry for
throwing themselves intgobldel swiki nhigngeopl e who w
i ceol d Piave River. | rdn vecr dog tphreacawfcuwll | y not
terrain towards the cleahiongiwlgedd® Mameem s wardo i s
started from. | ran aboutJuwstkiwlatetdae the politi
bullets flying around mes? | AMéea&chednmegr | went
commander, Captain G°nc®lo, dayd myaweifiiomm and to
a full report, telling Bilmephat Unfierwhonla¢ el ¥t hl
Brigade was captured byl omg, Braist as @l od kt we lgyv g am t

I am now at headgquart eaxplwdgihoGetnlcredw me out of

with sixty remaining sowdinedosssasdhadnleyi ngoall ar
machine guns. The rest ehe®yguinfoore was Jgtehtetyi ng
already in captivity or alrei bhbgmbaadiing the dam, b
bushes. It was al most maoly floenimgxti ndawr direct
when we noticed some sol dWe rise ama rtcthé nwa rsroimmeg and
150 metres away. Our owmhum&rey .bd&bogeleds is a he
weaponless by British sbladrege! anThevwyey are waitin
stopped, | ooked at wus, &awdrjimgt contirmmgs an. 1: 3
It was becoming quite clodkoar ItlhlatB atet addblu@rle poor
al so end up as POWs. sol diers were trying to r
We set fire to all theamnrdcruaowve nttlsey Weave to go u
waited near the dam whebardaglk offosdhel Werdre Fortun
gathering. Suddenly theleladeds tCampnhneadni SzQ@Rkedy,
very heavgoatd®imput us thiotymalired men and t hei
groups and we started tatmakhe &£aswan Maaorn niat ,
going right into the riveThe alsi ghte fr iadgsemal | cal
were all covered by enemypyomaclsiume ogumaed Dlyetired
thought of capture changedsi fitro mhapeivitma kAtt htewol io0
freedom. We fought the @lbemem@tus! Saakhebabb shout
the skin, my hel met shi fThiengifrr obmcoimee ttho-owke, our
side. | started to feel fmyestisdhgt hrdeserttoi pgt o
me-1 codl 8hght the swirlgetgy alaoee @amogund. Total ¢
moreédel p mél Gioldought . explosion slices the whol

| could see the dam i nhdd otha @dt meudta maft b ererdei e
the |l ast bridge. | heabdve gcoenmwi hdpamoi et hat
abovetrme bridge was bl olwyn g@@&#s. ahdfelt moisture o
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They attached the No || WBent &l camet ot ous !l real i

and we cleaned up the bbukh&reyr whisclk mps ynewcept f
full again 't is now daywmr andd STdhhee)i wir ggh bhoeor feel d

the sun is very welcomeS8ndor, who was in the bu
At s@tikook in the morniing Bergeaape, the others
Knudo informs us that we@rlie®mhecontadt iwi ahfew mi
the dam and there is noPOWsbtastwati Ithel tried to
enemy has broken througlpaowmr [TiheeswnexNothiling | kn
Battalion is to counter featrdcok, | ao0di @agelSgomnes man
|l eaves the safety of ousthwdkeg. i Thérohtti oér sne w
of the 11th Brigade whoiar hi stk thjawnwele tseaidda,y ,s howi n:¢
with Lieutenant Kronenf evlod @ahe blhee! ssaysy, and he
doctor, are still here wipthawms wairtrimegl. me out of

A man whose | eg was blionmno otfife imormmiwng sunshine

brought down, filling the bunker with the
terrible odour of blood. The rd@&t &firsheDays
injured are being taken Icalrec aomhe oan ROGW on Sunda:

ground floor of the builOdtomperkedpihng 1918 . About
medi cal staff very busyeqAmnpipeduBedtofshi cod dii®r s
heréoe 8 Martin, |lying on arstundt whechwhghthe house

his body in tatters andriliasyri glookamm f®r more e
mi ssoFrog. oslaké, |kdndghe ddaedture. The grass was bu
cried. Dr. Wittenberg ré@asumes olpil mntelsat Thies sol d
wish will be granted. BRinde dmimantdes satuerenitise C
always friendly and hapmy Madtiien,i s onkeldongei de,
with us. surprise handedAmntOhbfdickett
At arounda@& |l eickhta overy excistaedl to the other men.
Sz®kely came to the bunkacegdtomrm. ydentgolbd omse | ad
that he needs reinforcemgntheacodbowmaue edasomids of n
battalion cannot hold théfaawnadngi vg ehnemp him wi
any |l onger. They are onl yBelbiOn dneu s etsh ea waagr. cont i
There is a lull in the firoimndg heofwentlsmhed weuth ad
of the bunker and startedrtay bwhltdwar d ot we foun
rear support |line Just the Orowuwadt ®dt ein.héahave
a dull explosion, and felvtenawsharpheaihe!l @en omy a w
right side. Everything wewmntunhll ack candulp fogl lgr ena
face down in the mud. | Isttafaed soovntimgther mud,
the medical orderly to @awm@me ednmiketgetalrme oawvred t he ¢
crawled back into the bweker bodl efselttangil 2zly up i n
my stomach was turning, sameé& wetkodbglt sl, some wer
woul d throw up. We took a roundabout way
F¢redi carefully removwidermsy wd oftthui mdg anldot of s
to my relief he told mesohati erse dthemapelbpl e who
woundd ilsinfe threatening.crlosswatshea Rjiraevneadoen f oot w
that got three other memhastwell . On my | eft
they were patching up Sz®keldlyandenyawng igdltdi er
the man missing his righRatskadmiwapemd afnte dglyuaug atrh ea
that he was bleeding to3@¢at DiwYS&G&SEenGhoer and | 1 ¢
handed me a bottle of r @md atnedihl¢e medvpad happened
before |l osing conscioushédes 688h? ol d him that we

(@)}



and cannot answeheaswmi Qedstihoss hospital camp, wh
saluted, and | eft. of wounded soldiers arriyv
We were on t heganorwg agwdami cl es.

towards Papadopoli, back Te tphlea gpd awesnavigrmg f b a fye
worst nightmares. The POW$ dwere weee&d §aoast put on
clear a path for heavy ahti blpemy skWhemai we ngot or
to the |l ast bridge theré¢érwas meanitar dge natxdplys s aed jtu
-people were running abocuwtl,d aanndy nwoerree ainnd we nt [
danger of being killed bhysput adbwhn eandmr dde sve wal k
Bombs and grenades contiwhuoweslly ghait hed eadmdsufur.i
us, and in the air aboutcsgixiofy eud®rcseotraesp l@annde snur
are dogfighting with theéerBiingi slo. | Aolkomlht er- ever
exploded ri ght-Si8m dforro mtnldefhams ef fort. They were o
dive under a carriage fobrmrnprargti egti amd ehlewnti mg w
reali se that we were hidhegBumndershawoamueni wer e
tion cart. When the bombaRidnalgl ygeitts vaad iaurl et ur n
|l ighter we decide to makeiaklyncherckied angr eow®s nd
the bridge to temporaryupafvet nw. aMpuwodmd ee metre
was getting very painfuliandebwhedieng kadlpy e of
but we had to move on. I was full of anticipatio
After about a half an rhoam. wéen fwerrteu wweetreyl vy, t hey
glad to come upon damagédhebgirlodinng ofult wiidg tlhet he
red and white flag of tlgeeRed Cross. We

were offered hot tea and Imyf iwopalnldy wassssed out, al
treated. Ten minutes | atewawei wesieei ma a@ac&r tent
and being transported toodadhespitadal few of them w
The excellent I1talian thdamgdhavwpes wafsf ,b usgr eami ng,
wi th tylatfaliican i nfantry,doBertiorisshorarnturlsses in sigh
l ery units, and Ameri can Wea ue&krse merte tfoor t wo da:
mention the dozens of g&@&@®d hquavei werealdeft -albbdbne
transpor trianngk ihnigghof f i c ertsr.e &tued caag h-terveem hehien gdse a
finally stopped in fronweofe amtl|l r@moamdvi [Thha, oinh
little village where a Rad @eoes tfhleagnwass-¢chpygbl e
fl ying anuniaf owmhmead nur secowalietcetde datsome bread and
the door . the badly injured could n
We were ushered into thte lhaadtl, whrertehd hmor ni ng,
took our details and gavédeusoamtgmrodmauwms wreawer e
of fobordead, butter, ham vawmha dcdoul ¢ owalak woul d be i
We could have as much asrweswamted, and as

I had not eaten anything Thme 2dorhway sstlopped at t|
greedily gobbled up thestmrexpact AdBreastsh office
I tried to get some infofmatieos tegar dihmg dowed ass
future using my broken Fraweh awdiadchcOod®mien nogf t o one
the doctors, and he put mayi miahdsatafdase o Genova.
saying that we would be transferred to a

British hospital and woul d bFer oam eMe setdr evetld .Mar s e |
We got acquainted with twAfboehea Iapgredold and
of ficers from the 92nd aowdraegumwe &r00pmd in Gen
were put in a car to be3tlsans Wer wedetal bustrange
next destination. It to&dBnaofewTheumod hteo sgetV8gi ,
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Kis, Krausz, Kratzer, Sbheaddemd Eointsoameanodn to
Schultz all were officetdeof amoauisoRs vi &@mlas pl aygr
We hardly tal ked-mbwrti rogn ftchret unmrdtpely saw very |
us just were staring outatthacwiom€®heow Waexde¢himogni ng
the monotonous countrysitde owigthh Friamee awynesarri ve
When we arrived at the védey mbuwusy ngaiof wayhwe Novemb
station in Genova it was Tphertd ywaos vda olucst tcfatt r af
the Italian soldiers, asdoeaeednstheedtsdi mady as we
pass-bys were |l ooking atlwokwidt hilkat maedarge ar my
The Red Cross truck t hsadal ¢iierkse ds tuasn duipngvaguar d i
driven by a rather charmirog EBmaglei s Wef evmalee a | i tt
soldier and she took ustthe prheperictalofatbethhed ba
foot of the Genova mountbaitnpariThefhodpepi calmp was
was spotlessly clean anthaevenm ianbauh @edrifbleesh b
situation we could admiadltheé obeasti i ml priopws ho
from our rooms. To | ie i nNextclmarnnibregd was ha gr ea:
clean sheets after the awfwowwedondi wromne omr firs
Mestre was | i ke being imneksavéy. GBWenlthate to t
food was good and plentitfhalt ameéywenusuaddenlgpi ng t
started contemplating whwhtetdher flutwase awowledor de
bring. i f and when my letter wil
This was the first timehdarhalt wilclouHeaar hfirndkm t he
of my |l oved ones back homehe whay snusrte bgerey and m

very worried about my fatet Itoadblkedyr amstpoditedd t o
not get permission to wmpiossesi&lleetthat. nDhvey hat th
said that the Red Crosstweuwuledisotai tyuecer we migh
relatives of our capturé&ramdeweMWebeiongot-ihawer emu
The next day some famimdrami fcwe aqeatr ifvreedlsh band

in the room next door. Vandau, 8iitey@ioon tea and
Steinschneider, and othéoned Theypubr veghktened st at
some bad news about somenehiour offelal dwaf of brea
of ficers who were killedmomnactifomeaandnatklesr eap o0
were many others who wesepmilesmemgedJ wst hasome wa
we were happily settlingodown INmtowm mewlkty on t ha
found comfort, we got thesnewsestshat we wer e

being moved to Marseille.The good news is that o

At the railway stati ongetntei og U eitet éBrr,i tmys hwounds

of ficers gave us the sumaprciosidnggnéwsthe nursing
England and Austria hadreicogvedea peadcdevo weeks. W
treaty! The war was ovedoahndirshleefrtaitnd otwhe fnur si
peace would descend ont dototke aworelrdujsystanidi kdhey a
at the end of a terrible IsB omonw November 10t h n

We were now in a firsttilcdtasGapgxtoanpmr3an@knal vy ha
the train travellingsthowkeds bMat heisl Ine wisi, k
at mosphere was now meclkenbethtuenman peomlige and
happier and more oweirmi Poitd abawtdetdhdy 1t h
re. Our journey wastthakismgneug imeg, same when I
tacular ocean viewswamne past s$hmady we woul d
hes with palm treeslawdldédram@asure his memor
ards. At Cremona we glohte shoarel ss ower eanrdi ngi ng,

a
d

d,r
a
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ing in celebration. ®ifnfParls: 00am @hids stance.
i n
r

mor n g the war haf@iobtigWealdryr iemadledin Le Havre
afte five years this Worfl iNoWambwas 1devdr,! 1918. W
Soon some French chil dpremgmwesse gmairrchitngwar ds th
around sidgirsgodiride scel e bwearte- an enor mous amount o
ing thei®r vioattioary. Thi s amaceumadviehay nmeexggdur e of Ame.
end for wus, for we had faouglstsowitmenhomdurcol our ed

and had some great victecolesniies.b&eriman Pheée soner
only positive thing nowtwagetthkrat wve hmisgimte I€&di nes
able to finally go homesacks on their shoulders
On November 12th we weWhemn evad yf itmoallleyavgeot down
Engl and, a just awewel guifckd yt headendt ont o
aying besbdame fainldl aed wietmnhpast eig
u n d soldi érdtandhet cOonnoine@tand

h made th situati onThien beearr albd ret. Gg laingg unn 4 me
A I ot of these peopl e hved ebaehre ovarcvearntsed ft o a h

nd
st

de
e

t he British medica&l stafafci | Mangespeamlde even t he
l i mbs had been unnecessanrisl absmp wt @ gdfirst cl as
Lieutenant Mayer compl aiehedenHpelnapd eaand had cl e
broken | eg and had to f ibgmk wedy.hard not
to |l et the doctors cut iltt odlfmo Nte xge eamoadcilnigke a
at 8: 00am we were finallmysleoabeéed ext cstence to be
sixteen rail wagons to dtyawtni der sj dbuwuimgy ng food
through France. The Ritz coul d-mecatt dsoo ulpet
fish with tartar sauce, r
To The Sea Magyarsrroast potat o-easndandh esnal apdu
The +veqluli pped hospital atnrdaicmppuccino. | al most

compartments were reasofpablty acomnr@agtablase t here w
with bunk beds for six peoplomeansdopl evmtry coful d ge
bl ankets. We were told thattmeattr ai n

journey to Le Havre woul dAftteeke tahb csutd rtevaan tda nner
three days and then we woulbdrsasialf ety Ergltanadand p

The journey turned out ®©Datbe Asatiher blbati p easant
as we saw not much of thkéeepumwter gsiadeé eadr our jour
peopl e, other than the mecemaming women in

bl ack and some sol diers; Ibuwoklke iwmp waer ye nearglhy i n
for us to see that the Foekehl weted®dpodehbhadthby nTh
affected by the war. was nothing short of spec
As we reached a busy jsualctt iainr, hiltl my laungs, hu
sudden i felt |ike we Ipaadyadr iomed opoméwhbdre wave

t
in Adioa t
col our ful

roads were Bulrltedndi hhg boats, -lwiight &
dressed bl ackipeéopheiinr domme earl y mor

e

Iy
Senegal, and Afghanis, Ghigméese¢ haetd. wiheéynever f
were also celebrating wibhhkepdoralty tdhiesssmad estic s
young girls; and bl owingpgoatumpatrs.ed amm®vwelgl again
carrying all sorts of fhbagaghft thhe VwIretakfiasts th
nations. i sl and nation became Vvi si
The next day we were tamdewd ngl mmwelay dthert ed sai
river Seine, towards VelSoailhlaenpt oamand Onu Noee& mber
of f to Le Havre, watchimag ©Oh&Oamar kvli mg rli ivght $ n
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and warm room at tabl es f

Hospital i n Brocktsootme quick introductions
Sout hampton is a typi dalnnRrri taingddh tgdaeportto, fi nd
nice and clean and a gre¢at halppegetoroam.t Feom now
mess in Le H&vrheav eWemudcihwmul d be rationed; and no
opportunity to | ook aroewen the deasoomg @a3$ | we We
arrived we were bundledromtmshehewerai oold and st
together with some Britifami¢casaual tiees, bhmdhospit
finally arrived i n Bir mi nAQfhtaenr. slthaysi nnpassidurday s |
first stop and the Red Goopstwads avhrezdwe recei v
waiting for us with teamemakesseawerei gali ¢etet dappy
A British officer got omwtoetlibheingaitmaamsd &r rperd stoo
started speaking in Germamp tme Noargnbage 2Hest .
|l earned at wuniversity in @uresfdecd et igoonts tvheer e g
surprise of our |ife whemamé&st tlodthe tvleaty ef fi ci
Emperor Charles had gon&eiretorg@ainlisiing it. We re
Switzerland, and that HonegapwpwasS,new ou can in
republic. We realised j wetrehdtw ihealratddtwee woul
had become as we could mnot tédeeDommdamgsioandal | ca
the English newspapers ®@rermactiso. WBYy htalle bteieme t ol d
we |l eft Birmingham it wasnepiofchhkel delstand
getting pretty cold outside, however, inside
the cabins it was nice and war monAti ngn onmndHal |
10: 00pm we got the order Itto wes iorf fa tvheery nice a
train. We had no idea wBRBedecwaswerceaebas itthat we s
was a dar k an-d hfeo gognyl ynitghetn@onni ngt on Hal |l near t
we could see were the rd@thel iopghtysvositbhe signs of
trucks sent by the Red @GaoswerkR fhieesdlydi ers eve
British officer informe#dhakithat fohense Wascaused
not enough room on the tiwaokatf oheeDarypyyneai |l way
so the people who were ashlopptd Walk aweolg | c&i rotfy h
have to continue on foottndWeé ormi echi f orimesl Iweliemi n
that even though we wer ¢ hablé¢eganwal bf wee Briti
were still very weak. Hepeapoamegi $adi &@sd tAolfdéw of
us that it is for a shomgtvtemsmisomeesrormingl yTd oo
his credit he put threealpipmpragcmen into his
own car, but the rest hadAfttoerwadiks e nmteaer Kiemg at t |
short minutes had | ong fassé¢éed asnhadtwenwemwe starte
stil |l wal king in the damolwy oewdprasodnunframial il gr w
terrain towards the hospiatsal e Biumalbuyndwe dHygwbarb
row of small l ights andptrosowmr caimpappoi nt ment
they turned out to be theWd igt arpt ddardwerd smiay by |
surroundi ng d&Sh eogHaonsep itthaeljuar antine for four days
order and we realised thawu weiwemecahrmidvibegen kil
at a POW hospital. of people in England. Thi
A young officer | ookedr atsherveni aea dsiunrorddauen dmindgdsl

mo s t of
before t
As we wa
friendly

10

rema
g us
i n

ining parsesa&l vee whregiengue coul d
into awlidodmng aai mal sarvaaksg arou
we wereowdlecomedebypyfsome barbed
soldierofdgitcteirsg are thlhel seidc e n a



barracks. I n front of theaesbdiel diemperaheresisAfte

football field that mphkes i ngel anki TtofWwared we g
to enjoying it either asneaspamptirsi pant her reading
spectator. During our folhn sdayagef weguamantiuse sk
we had a chance to catclsumweiwidioime slomehefl anguage
the thivey Absngari an offiWerare all owed to send
who gave us a run down weekheaeansli tfuatindnt hamdr el i
it sounded a |little bettnet dlaare lcCoexpeomne@d. respo
As | expected, after thenfeumrmfdays haei wgr @o comn
transferred to the | ongmouwmbher 10spamtachke mor ni
together with S8ndor, Sdélloami aasd hkomdudbook, and a
We had to |ine up threegaimmeofacthaeapgsfamtil the n
i nspections and this was$ wodhl@oek wieni nhe oatuc@&@ldoaobkn
ourselves to the |l onger weepviepgr@er mam afternoon
of ficers and to the command&dy Thésedi nner and a
soldiers were battle hawgenédwand dGohappywenty n
| ooking men still proudIiSgndearievgriyhaighmedal €ss
on their uniforms, disappecimadiecacitnmvihegirlike a c
Kai 8etreachery of surrebnhtderbarracks. | also spen

There was a German of fnewlry afld wrcc tferdi dmd Gener a

every imaginabl e wsa tuation and need
treasurer, someone in charge bDdcermrerco@tth, 1918
the food, the cleaning anAl celeeng at g efrrsmom time Swe
charge of the allocatiomnuomhedobmapctodaVheéeo find o
rooms were managed | i keovamingubhedipst Wecthadi prepa
a country. The barracksrwgueshbhuinlgt oam gtiplatts i at i
about a metre above thewgltdbdbumd sometdp ntamei al as
prisoners from digging é&seapesht gemeél £man told us
This was the start of toruywi ng ffeorbewmaekds t o get i
b
I
r
t
I
e
t
S
0

arbed wire, and | must Haagatrhan weveadhmeatty but
ittle to complain aboutesPle seodo eh ildakdl nt hat t he.
easonable furnitahai mramucétmt bt t hey could do.
able and a bed with spwvisgs$, Whiheardclieam Lieut
inen and good |lightingsomeecfooo@dswasndeantce from
xactly plentiful, we gdtungearéan Mmeat Cowilspy had c
wice a week but we wer haéeér waiuhldy hmepen to the
tarving. The rationingsoef anacabhacdscsd ywavai momg f or
f a problem, as we onl negodedé@i Jhey PostniOhét ge t
cigarettes per mont h. the letters from Hungary
Ti me is passing monot otnroausstipe btutaguarck loyt.her , a
Sundays come and go, theomteygyetytilishng The newspap
continues all over agaimotWe ng@greaebgett Hugpgtaoy, so
the end of this unfortumwhtte weasr goWegaloln wi th th
thought that we would bg@goNeme meont .
Christmas and are discussing ways to
celebrate it. I&lgodck uipn at he i gbhetceomber 21st, 1918
mor nitngpe wi ndows had to bel heept wapem | ot of acti
all night due to the Spafhfi Chr e magirde miaki ng can
There was only one or twaidegreasn and decoration
di fference between the detcoirdé eadndi glae ette boxes
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wooden charms. Every indireamiog wds gobhag home an
we would celebrate Chridtamasilkapait! Wwomeder
the circumstances.
January 31st, 1919
December 26t h, 1918 Words cannot describe t|

We had our Christmas cweHlerbrafttiernst trhead mont hs o
we all thought would bedepemrat rwilthecern vieadveny fir
ones at home, behind basWweeétwihoemei mntdhdé amOWy . Li
camp. Considering the sipatatinoen It waassfilled wit
neverthel ess a appy and mlede¢alsamte pceaseisonmf pape
The Ger mans organised ahaedy . pTbasaet teéay arrive
of celebration, with a @mdi $t was treadiagdt hem th
tables | aden With food. dblwem mogomacwer é t-waami ngal
decorated and a ar-mhei ferwae bwor miemg about how
at mosphere was qU|te goaddame wvenualhl tdédrejyowede | o
ourselves late into themyigkturBri Jhei ssorBausuff
gave a vewayr mienagqr tspeech hnpeltéhsesnnes s -tamat dyesyp ahav
we all joined in the si bgiemgfoff gOhtiest maghat wil
carols. Some of us werelspenadionng saure ftdhatth will
Christmas behind barbedfwiomehoMmetevenhedenot reg
formalities we all went evaclk tWayolr camom®otko f or w
l iTght the candles and to exchange the
presents, toasting with a gl asMarodh wdmade,. 1919
We had a big surprise at Ild& ninecr eavihlelhe weowl 1 i me
received a | arge cake, whlohetofandhi someaeovemerf ul
kni-kkkacks to | ast us forandany dasysndfyt drh.e occasi

On the morning of the &mytthhitrhge twholleok for ward
camp was covered in whitherengw, t-sonquéevokdog adhr ee
white Christmas, even thowmgh iathdalslo mmelofed hley goo
the next morning. Our thhayghteawambder edWet have no
home and we thought of ®oemnni amiloineaisnl|ltehdé or ffou
company of our | oved ones. I hoped that they
also spared some thoughts for Mag cihn 2t4hihs 1919
foreign | and. | wonder edl tabwas wWehreyn wWo rwroiud adme t
again see my beloved home oannd hfeadinlgy j sthhe@r ess th
snow covered streets of mBmddpeststrict and terrib

pl aced on our Hungarian |
January 1st, 1919KS8rolyi, that he had to r

A new year! 1918 was ftiHrewln waurh fsatreg otwg t he Co
mi sery and defeat. A |losthiwastapgel wei calul d not ¢
upheaval, revolution andhssf fmermainngfoands. We r e
shortages of food. We | ifvgdtimghopedt kat | ing of

brightédramdinh®&8terdihe, and w
[

the future would be

coming spring would br|m@euatmloc$enet50|cmurBer
freedom. country.

New Y& aEve cel ebrations were quite

lively and noisy with the soundpofltvrvumpetft®19
and drums and singing by Wenee ad tthhet tRed yAr my s
Germans. Aftt ®eckgneeo wentommckttong crimes, unpuni
our rooms and just chatw@aaead kmnldheidadrkho end in s

n
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Kronfels is here, and Cap

April 14th, 1919 Plentner. A very pleasant
Finally the rumour thadf wmeogxlie cwHamde ngommany n

March came true. Acsay washcamolredbiemartad| tehe

commarmsdeorf fi ce and was informed that

the next day we would be movedMay Bankhi 1919
Park, which was a camp foTfTheuksahrdwinowrndof the Br|
Hungarian-toliif$s cmade us HMHwumgfauli amfs was very civil
an early release. We al o9pplhepé¢ed to bdeir treadat me
reunited with some of othefyricemds dehedwes victinmn
had not seen since Piav&owWe hlae gar twere separate
feverishly pack, and we waai cnugbdodboye thamawme. Eve
German comrades who werea $domgmgertadaseéy poOrtion of
| eave. To be honest | awads weormskedofloeawawead rece
most of-tthregmwere all golbdamepemanpgedtson, to be pa
|l earned a | ot of wuseful inkBitaydmetem sSlbeme coul d
while in captivity. | amloitdheg.f dheknewiingt hat
t hem. sooner than the | oan is r
collect the balance from
Sandhi | | Par k They had no animosity tow

We | eft Donnington Castle at 11: 00am

with the Germans waving handkeMapni 5shantd919

the British soldiers mar chhe gl ausst wtiitrhe fli xheedar d f |
bayonet s We boarded oumwatsr ainntat &2nsgmalfl May. Th
village station for our wemhier detitdaing meurdmney nion g
England. We passed throughi Datbynagdi mhandi tuat.
were headiwegtsawtwar ds Blretstteords 3dei d that alll I s
waited there for quite @drleesgreipmetasndtthleeni se.
we took another train hdaeddhgnesuthomathieviim@nt
around 7:30pm. After aboewsp apBean dnmienuvitre TSrtweo | n o k ,
wal k we arrived at SandRiomanPamk. idh BEWGpaesti an

The camp seemed quite Giitmidens tion Co®tmahesof | ai
Donningt-am Hdldl castl e sbBEmeogedey bygoAth eh oQmaep itthael .

barbed wire, but with anmtclnnicen npaunmk moThe as t
castle Il ooked |i ke an olteérmumtiengohcedgeenwkcerse ar e
for years now some Germam.offffi cer sowera@asy t o i ma
kept as POWs. Upon our armgiuvalk trtReoeewgren the f
only empty rooms, but the rather friendly

English supervisor told us thaMayh®yt wer®919
expecting amomndheedtwiogh rBmdkaynwgwas my 2hst hi hap

prisoners from Italy. event. Three years ago, n
brothers gave me a birthd

April 25t h, 1919 now just a pleasant, fade

The |l ong awaited reunimeamtiitrhe ,oltdhd rpgesntdman br o
finally arrived. We embwacséd@seabhtothmwmemyamddo no
with Jancsi and Marci thessewa®r nopnwriley e@esnatdsness. T
the exchanges of stories$hamdg angodotes ofhis dirt
the previous six monthsheBréedmenhowhamdeshmakes, and
little prison felt |ikethomg adat @gsiedd mygdbitte
connection to familiar peoplieenEveémaColtdnesl too w
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have to be patient and wai t. June 27t h, 1919
Last Sunday afternoon we IHhad samoAw stxraica | 'y ei ght

versus Hungary football chhasehtlwhed@&@athmi aadl et t ha
still alive and well . God
May 28th, 1919 have been | ooking after n

My birthday cards arrilviefde Bh &s darysmé amech t o Dbe

but | am reading them wWehl i kef Fafmeoimolyd aevandhd
if it was my birthday. any idea what is going on
the barbed wire. The only
June 2nd, 1919 on the outside is the rin
Every time | sit down Hel lwy.ite in this
little diary, | |l ook at the dates. The days
come and @ohellpcwoandering i f 1 Jwilkl 15t h, 1919
still waliuhe 6@Bgei n i ® a yeWer smust not | ose hope a
time, and what will theedptetbeé hwhewowristcadust wa
write about celebratinglone bDfeé¢thomght was quite
Someti mes when the |lightecgoveuwt al fetwamwndé t he del
outside and |l ook at thethttasameamnd memadliome much |
that they are the sparkling |ights of
Budapest at night I al so f antAausg uzset aSbtohu,t 1919
going home, and | try to Whiswu alld ste wehek warraought |
reception from my familyrom home. Maybe even mor
I reminisce often aboutthenyBalhd Hawiosotd,t e@rhreor , wa
|l ocal playground, and tIRe miaini amst ihmel Imamaded i nt
worn ong trousers. My fcialdt thewmweedfvleai t hal $o ber

I
s war mlimewacsr iad sr eadyr e tnermad myhat they only ma
r

bring
uni form and just eighteen ydar Bodlilsthevli ktshi Aki s
of my sweet home and the¢ heomagili cshwalrlkessbywnyway.
the Danube River. Thesewhlsouhlingi age
suddenly interrupted by terrible reality.
August 27t h, 1919
June 10th, 1919 We have now reached the
The warmth of the summenniswer smearkye sofmeour capti v
think of the summers onfdaltgamoett lopltamd sdni c, for
just sitting on our bal HdomgarTlhe Bogliramesani s h
does not ease the pain &ft.o@Gerimapmi sodmevet | i ve i
nor does it stop us hopiaggefeonenanaendd otuso thiasnsfe
ordeal. The Romanians are still
The truth is that we aaaentaildue etcloemi mgc wpati on a
little |l ethargic and al Daowdh aoumMhleomas lahad not
high, our confidence issfiadiengheTiRemédaysaan occupa
weeks and months just comlei mendk ggop sa ngla $shieng and
only things that can br e¢alkl viee mondbtsosy naeel wayv
the |l etters from home thawvedaotwmleigscome. one year
Il will stop compl aini ntghe awarlmtdlo smfotmy family a
want to put on paper anywmébreeofdst hé try to be p
bitterness and unhapmpmiopesny that I hfieselwi | all
I am in danger of |l osinghbogdttsh&eepnenedsyne, bu
soon we will be able tothearedaaeslai poanadf peopl e
go home. have treatment for depres
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is that there +Hasndontlhyato mniési sfuowd y | had shed blood
all of wus to go home. fight for &ygeodnamg hono

On September 10th the AWN®tnroi aonnse fwinlall leywer t el |
signed the peace agreemémiat Thembaowhed Wumgari an
and the soldiers guarding@gsestr emai couhhe yfithat I
|l ot of prisoners were tfamsf dhegd aoet chhfasti mg awa
campghey | etf adumenRomani ais ognot he gates of the uni

abuse and insult them in

September 30t h, 1909 future there, not hing

Our worst fear has nowl bste nbecwmands e neldey are Jew
Thi fftiwe Austrian officer sWhame | bgieng ouueantof her e,

home and there is no iIintiacktiton Haihgamhgt Wwiolrl my w
happen to us. The el dest hefrfei,cdutamdnght ngs, do n
G°ncz°l, had been electédrtohgoWasd wderthe@ol iti
British High Command toiaskuiemhctleby wasigmnyn.
news regarding the Hungarians being set
free. He was told that there @asoberr2ason 4919
all any more for us to beOrhelHurhdkered amrdd ttheat of
we would be released asfse@mwad htelsee | ucky peopl e
Hungarian government arganggstowamsgpohteir sweet
We had no idea when a thandshrarakmsHamglasyayi ng goo
would come to Le Havre mheveakeasy,bdaoak tdis is a
our homel and. for all of wus who are bei
God only knows for how | o

October 5th, 1919 On the 16th came some (g
tried very hard not ttbatbetlarmr vidun qaardi anmrmos woul d

to write in this diary &hopuwi nh&°nezPilbl é newed
that kept coming from hcwoediiett pndawilnkhawwe t hat w
further confirmation of luk& i seudbfd ahtsio have be
Semitism in Hungary. I's a painful feeling bein
During the days of CommunAts mhdrhe rtehewaes ias t ot al |
risindeansh at mosphere AntSehnei tAGWN i s continuing,
camp that spread |ike wiuhdiviers, thets lhae Icdbobsley,
subsided. This had added efawvi nlygerHumigaelyy ttoostudy
our | ives We al ways knewet whtol mamutdfootkkheé or t he
Communi st | eaders were &to®winshyanmnd eeerwy bl eak. Si
though they were thievehaard bmenmndexprstiwg the f
could not | magiwm e ht hheacakgt@ansdr nment i n Russia but
and atrocities that werandepbretedi ando change in
confirmed by the press. eThédree . wdhe | talian gover
especially disturbing repatt s heyomeTram®dt waitin
Danubia where many innodercti aamadi oon®$t t he peace
Jewi sh people were-victitmeyofwetreera@antuirning 100, 0
Semitism. After the drepdfiglonleocoscti 9 ameé 100, 000
murders of the ConrBreumiitseise, htolme &dmret io+fa viehe fsiuxst y 1
were now taking their r&nghaged. TARdy sweset he sad
now openly insultitngl Jienngmph i csiomiedemwy the British
them that they were notthealghHumwgaritanourl advant
Captlastnvg8n Berger finally made it home, shortly after his

War , he found himsel f-Hampagi angrwhe wér desvsieth to death b
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