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Membership in the
Vancouver Chapter of the MHBK
is $35.00 annually, and includes
both the Magyar Front and the
New Hungarian Voice periodicals.

The original Magyar Front was
the weekly newspaper of the
FrontLi ne Fi ght er 6s
that was published from the
early 1930s until the end of
the Second World War.

MOVING FORWARD, STRENGTHENED
BY DIVERSITY AND TOLERANCE

Hungarian immigrant organizations are currently at a crucial ¢ozss The
traditional Hungarian language based groups, established after the Second World War
and 1956 have not been successful, for the most part, in attracting their children and
grand children to their various causes, primarily due to the language issue. The few
organizations that use English to inform their members get little support from their
el der s, who have mistakenly resigned t
young people are interested in their tr

Change and adaptation are essential for survival. In the case of the MHBK (which
is an organisation that has existed solely outside of Hungary), it can only carry on if it
adopts the languages of the nations it exists in, or if it establishes itself in Hungary.
Al ong with the | angu sgoen, ousmkemr faight golgicalMH B K
activism makes widspread acceptance in Hungary difficult, and sinceldaongarian
residents have little influence on the political landscape in the homeland, the people
born to immigrant parents cannot relate very well to the prominent political content of
our literature.

Today, leaders must+examine the purpose of these foundering associations if they
are to maintain them and carry them forward. | believe that it is very important for
veterands organizations to exi stiindeked er
they often die out with their founder s
order to promote these most basic tenets: to perpetuate noble traditions (the willingness
to defend oneds homel and, for example),
and to educate new generations about the futility of violent solutions to political
problems, as well as the dangers of violating the sovereignty of other nations.

This kind ofi beteaerktheilasknobsuppartdraemyour elders and the
disinterest from our youngsters, we have a lot of hard work ahead of us! There are,
however, many instances and milestones that reassure us that the work we are doing is
worthwhile and effective. Our newest member of the Vancouver Chapter, who found
us through the internet, is a Russian justice officer in Siberia. Major Sergey Slakaev
was born in the city of Arzamas, in the Nizhniy Novgorod region. When he contacted
me, he wroteAi Si nce the middle of the 1980s,
connections with Hungarians. The capital of the district Mari Eishkar Ola, where
I i ved, of ficially became the O&ésister
was even named Szombathely). 0

Sergey has a keen interest in military history, spending time as a soldier himself:
A Most Russian men are required to spen
great grandfather served in World War I, and his cousin was in a prisofear
camp. One of my great grandfathers served in World War Il, my second great grand-
father worked at the time at an aircraft factory. My father served in the military from
19541956. His division was prepared to enter Hungary, but remained on the border,
and never became involved with the 1956 Revolution. 1 first served near Moscow,
and was lucky to have spent the second part of my military service in the Soviet Air
FAsT®cipati on

A kindred spiriti Si nce hi gh school , | 6ve been i
| studied at the Gorky State University, | used to go on expeditions searching for
undocumented wegraves. | also spent a lot of time reading historical material that |
found online. When | discovered what happened at Trianon Palace, and how much
land was taken from Hungary, | was shocked.

| 6ve been collecting military medal s
awards, but | found Hungarian decorations from WW | and WW Il to be the most
beautiful. For the last three years, | have helped to decorate the windows of our city
museum on May"™(our Victory Day). | display and show my own collection of
military awards (Soviet, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian, Finnish, Croatian) as well as
my hel met s, bayonet s, et c. I al so spee
Hungarian military awards in Russia, but in the existing ones | found lots of references
to Peter Czink and the MHBK. 0

| think all of us can be very proud of our work and involvement with the Vancouver
Chapter of the MHBK, and offer the warmest welcome to our new member from the
Russian Federation. P.Cz.
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For me, the most satisfying aspect of collecting is thea d g e, which is relatively fr.e
research of the objects and sharing that newly found inform&he badge, pictured actual size, came in a silver grade as well.
tion with fellow enthusiasts. There is always the initial excite- Pictured behind the ID card is a receipt for his second mem-
ment from the acquisition, but even the most exotic and rapership insignia (dated 1937.VIIl.25:)a plain, urenamelled
piece |l ooses its |l ustre ( bo buttonhole baglge.aThe gne iactuded With the tuni t(stillvinethey )
to languish in a forgotten storage box or at the back of a closetittonhole), an enamelled version, was purchased much later,
Conservation can also be educational, as it brings us closeiafter the official colour of the shield was changed to green.
our pieces, teaching us a little about how it was made and howAnother very important document in the group is pictured on
we can best care for it. | recently purchased the items on théise following page. This is a 1937.X.23. dated document for
pages from a collector in Europea uniform tunic, medal group another important badge that is rarely mentioned in the litera-
and documents belonging to a Corporal Gyorgy Jung, amembeu r e of t he v eheéarge BErardellec Brondime n t
of the old Frontline Fight erFs & hA =g ddypeBibadardethat is usually referred to as a
His membership ID card, pictured above, shows hirdiszjelvényor badge of honour. The simple certificate is
wearing the tunic in the collection, as well as his impressit amped with the associationo
medal group. Itis dated from 1936, and lists hisranf@w]t V° | gy s ®g) headquarters stamp,
tizedes Railway Troops Corporal. The most exciting aspectdfi r el essl yo f or the organizat

this particular ID card is the small printed piece of paper pastedv ent , i ncl udi ng the national
to it on the lower righhand side: a note that he is entitled to The badge was awarded by the national leadership of the
wear theFrontharcos Bronz Erdeméreror the Bronze Merit vet er anés associ ati on, and it
Medal. This is the only mention | have encountered of thson t he | eft side of the tunic
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Jung Gyorgy,88249-60422 ig.szému baétérsunk,@falu 146.hszdm alatti
lakos Tészére,aki az Orsz.Frontharcos Szovetség Vilgységi Féesoport
teriiletén firadhatalan kitiiné bajtdrsi munkédlkoddst teljesit, s minden
hazafias megmozdulédsunkon,igy az idei Orszigos Talélkozdn,Budapesten is

részt vett,az Orszdgos Elnckség ezért részére engedélyezi kitintetés és
elismerés lithatd jeléiil

a frontharcos nagy zominc jelvény

viselését a zubbonyon a bal oldalon a sziv felett.

Bonvh4d,1937 évi oktdber hé 23.4n.
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Large Enamelled badge, (pictured at right).

M. KIR. HONVEDELMI MINISZTER

603.469 szam. v Folyészérri: 006,.034
Hg. 1939
Igazolvany
a Karoly-csapatkereszt viselésére valé igényjogosultsagrél.
. Jlgazolom, hogy J’nng@ y 6 r g y ... a vonatkozé
Jungdés Karl Troopsb©o - .
Cross, along with the alapszabalyok ertelgcgsn a Kérolyécs?atkeriszt viselésére igényjogosult..
document certifying Nevezett == ae? évben==E L= i a _______ 'll ______________ kdzségben, varosban
that he is er_1t|tled szijleteétt, jelenlegi lakhelye Bonyhé'_fi ________ ~mtex €2. és a volt
to wear it. ce Lol dgyusezred ... ... .. ...
c dorng | b 'Skigflg‘;ab’i;qusezged kotelékében teljesitett szolgalatot.
onsidering e \ ap egt, e februdr 16
the date of the - :‘”ﬁ// § o e b =
certificate, he must eSS IS - A miniszter rendeletébdl :

have lost the original = :
one that came with - : o Wﬂ aﬂ‘D
his medal, and was N : :
issued this as a o t £
replacement. =
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Jungdés tunic is an excellent
association uniform jacket. It was a modern cut in its day, and
this one is made from regulation coloured coarse wool. The
buttons are the prescribed #
made from bone or celluloid), and a khaki shirt and black tie =
complete the ensemble. A white shirt was prescribed for mored |
formal occasions, however a great deal of variation can be s
in period photos (Jung is wearing a striped shirt in his ID
picture).

This tunic was heavily moth damaged when it
came into my possession, and | have repaired
dozens of holes, as well as performing a
general cleaning and pressing. Conservatig
is of paramount importance, and any dirt,
dust or evidence of parasites should be
removed. Even when in storage, pieces
like this should be examined on occasio,
for these kinds of problems. Restoratio
should only be attempted by people wit
experience, but small repairs can be
easily done by careful and steady hand
Moth-hole repair can be very successft
with material such as this that is coarsg
and has no definite grain.

The belt and crosstrap, an impor-
tant part of the
uniform was not included with this
group, and was added from my own
collection. A coloured backing was
prescribed for the crossgrap- white
for the national leadership, red for loc

leadership, and grass green (as for t
Infantry branckof-service colour) for
me mber s. -slrapmap s
backing in his ID picture, and photo-
graphic evidence tells us that not all
members purchased the specially
coloured woolbacked belt cross

straps.
The original ribbons and medals
were still attached to the tunic,
however, they were in very poor
condition. The medals must have
spent many decades hanging from
their ribbons, which had deterio-
rated considerably. Not only had
they faded a great deal, but also
many of the eyelets in the iold
ribbons had been pulled right out
from the weight of the decorations, while
the hooks were also rusty and bent.
Originally, the tailor who made the
uniform would have provided the appropria
cords for the ribbons to hang from, and thei
original positions can clearly be seen in the
jacketdéds lining. S ¢
awarded or acquired by Jung later, and the
original medal group had been added to and modi-
fied a number of timesvery haphazardly sewn, safety
pinned and even tied with
always best to leave things as original as possible, | decided to
make them look a little more presentable.
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Jungds medal group and the original ribbons (shown reduce
but they had been remounted in incorrect order (and the crossed swords device on the Austrian WW | Commemorative
Medal is upsidedown. In the background is an old typewritten list of his medals that was among his papers.
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The earliest document in this collection is certificate for his Small (or Second Class) Silver Bravery Medal, dated 1916.V4.
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