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     Lieutenant General Dr. József Ferenc Holló, Director General of the Hungarian  

Military History Institute and Museum has joined our International Hungarian Military 

History Preservation Society as Honorary President.  Over the last few years, General 

Holló has shown us considerable kindness, and was a great supporter of our 1956 - 2006 

commemorative projects.  It is a great honour and pleasure to welcome him to the ñNew 

Front.ò 

     Born in EmŖd, Hungary, he chose a military career, following the family tradition, 

and attended the Lajos Kossuth Military College.  He graduated in 1972, specializing in 

motorized artillery, and began active service while continuing to further his education 

through language studies at the Frunze Military Academy.  General Holló steadily rose 

in rank in the 1980s, holding positions in the motorized artillery and armoured         

command, and by 1991 he was put in charge of these elements of the Hungarian Armed 

Forces.  Along with his many responsibilities, he continued developing his knowledge 

and skills at the Miklós Zrínyi National Defence Academy, and in 1992 he became the 

department head of the Ministry of Defence Training and Research Departments. 

     Between 1993 and 1995 he was the executive representative of the Ministry of     

Defence Committee of Higher Education, and received his PhD in Military Science; 

then from 1995 to 2001 he worked as Head of Human Relations of the MoD, and the 

Deputy Commander of the Hungarian Armed Forces.  Since 2001, he has been the   

Director General of the Military History Institute and Museum.   

     General Holló regularly participates within the Hungarian and international scientific 

communities, conducting lectures and presentations, and maintains contacts within 

many Hungarian veteransô associations, as well as with organizations like the Order of 

Vitéz.  He also spends considerable time involved with battlefield research groups and 

as a consultant for Hungarian historical films.  His scientific explorations have not only 

focused on military history, but also on the examination of battlefields, which have  

included the excavation of Austro-Hungarian positions from the First World War in 

Karynthia, the Dolomites and the Isonzo regions of the Julia Alps.  He has also worked 

extensively on documentation and scientific evaluation of battlefields and military 

graveyards of the Don River.  Since 1992 he has participated in the restoration of the 

historic fortifications of Komárom. 

     Going above and beyond the call of duty is nothing new to this dynamic serviceman 

ï an advocate of peace and tolerance, he has established contacts with Austrian, Italian 

and Russian archives for scientific cooperation.  His dedication to the preservation of 

history inspired his involvement in the repatriation of the library of Sárospatak, as well 

as establishing memorials in cemeteries from the Second World Warôs Eastern Front, 

for which he received the Commanderôs Cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit and the 

Presidentôs Gold Medal.  

     General Holló is an outstanding example of inspirational commitment, leadership 

and cooperation ï and his generous support for our English language efforts, so far from 

the homeland, is welcomed with our sincere gratitude.    
P.Cz. 
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Membership in the 
International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society is $40.00 annually, 
and includes both the Magyar Front and 
the New Hungarian Voice periodicals. 

 

The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Front-Line 
Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until the 
end of the Second World War. 

Our Honorary 
President: 

Jr, Ecl, Bp, HĈxqcd Dcpcla FmjjĈ 

Echoing the enlightened and tolerant 

forward-thinking of  the old 

Frontline Fightersô Associationôs President 

Lt. Gen. Count J·zsef Tak§ch-Tolvay, 

the director of the Hungarian Military 

History Institute and Museum 

shows his support for our scientific 

and objective study of Hungarian military 

history in the English language. 

Welcome, to an outstanding and 

inspirational example of commitment, 

leadership and international cooperation: 
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Msp «Lcu Dpmlr¬ `_bec gq lmu _t_gj_`jc 

     Our new International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society membership badges are ready!  

It has been in the design and       

manufacturing stages for some time 

now, ensuring our insignia is the 

best possible quality and is faithful 

to the tradition of Hungarian      

comradely associations that have 

come before us. Our emblem was 

inspired by that of the old 

Frontline Fightersô Associa-

tion ï a combination of 

the original ñ1914-1918ò 

insignia, the mysterious 

Új Front (New Front) 

badge and elements from our 

new organization. 

     Our badges are exactly the 

same size as the old ones, and 

echo the traditions we are carrying 

Membership badges, shown 1.5 times actual size - from the 1920s, the 1930s and our ñNew Frontò badge of today 

on in our New Front. More than just membership  

badges, our new insignia is a tangible link to the spirit 

of the past. This beautifully made, die-struck badge 

is now available to IHMHPS   

members ï see page 15 for details. 

     For outstanding, inspirational 

and exemplary service in the     

preservation of Hungarian military 

history, the IHMHPS Lifetime Mem-

bership Badge has been created 

(shown at left, actual size). 

     Designed with the ele-

gant  bullion-embroidered 

order stars of antiquity in 

mind, these hand-made 

badges, each insignia containing 

over 300 hand-sewn sequins, are 

awarded by the President of the 

IHMHPS, and are accompanied by a 

membership badge in gold. 

The design of the IHMHPS Lifetime Membership Badge was inspired by the hand-embroidered bullion 

thread or ñtinselò stars, from more than a century ago - the predecessors of metal breast stars.  

Pictured above left is a tinsel star of the Order of St. Stephan, from the Hungarian Military History Museum. 

 (actual size is 9cm x 9cm) 

Following Hungarian 

military tradition, the 

IHMHPS Membership 

Badge should be displayed 

on the left lapel of 

any civilian jacket, 

while for special occasions, 

and on dress clothing, 

 the Lifetime Membership 

Badge is to be worn on 

the right breast. 

PHOTO: PETER SZIKITS 
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     The Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association, 

established on 5 October 1929, embodied the 

Hungarian frontline fighters of the First World 

War. According to its statutes, which were     

approved by the Minister of Internal Affairs on 

24 December 1931, the aim of the society was 

to unite the frontline fighters, who scattered 

all over the country after the Great War, in 

an apolitical camp, and so to facilitate     

respect and social advantages for them. To 

become a member of the association, one had 

to certify oneôs frontline service during the 

First World War. Therefore, applicants had to 

verify that they had been authorised to wear the 

Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross (Károly Csapatkereszt), 

the Austro-Hungarian medal awarded to all those who 

had served for twelve weeks in the field. Recipients of 

any grade of the Bravery Medal (in the case of the rank 

and file) or other orders and decorations awarded for 

gallantry in the field (in the case of officers) were also 

eligible for admission to the association. Those wounded 

or taken prisoner after six weeks of frontline service 

could also qualify for membership. 

     Applicants could become regular members 

of the society after having paid the member-

ship fee and having purchased their        

membership card and one of the various  

versions available of the association badge. 

The shield-shaped badge, designed by the 

well-known industrial designer of the period,   

Nándor Berán in 1929, portrayed the above-

mentioned Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross in 

gold, a steel helmet, a sword and a laurel branch      

in silver, and the dates 1914 and 1918. Berán was also the 

manufacturer of the associationôs badges, the range of which 

included large (10 and 11), small (2 to 8) and miniature       

(1 and 9) enamelled versions, cupronickel lapel pins and 

helmet badges. The colour of the enamel was white from 

1929 to 1939, when, along with a change to the name of the 

association, white was replaced by apple green. The badges 

were worn either on the special uniform of the society or    

(in the case of lapel pins) on civilian clothes. 

     The large enamelled badge, or díszjelvény (10 and 11), 

which seems to have served as a Badge of Honour awarded 

@_becq md rfc Fsle_pg_l Dpmlrjglc Dgefrcpqª ?qqmag_rgml 
`w Ecpecjw Nöj Q_jj_w 

to society members as well as foreigners (although 

it is offered for sale to members in early      

documents), can mostly be seen pinned on the 

left breast pocket of the   tunic, whereas the 

small enamelled ones were used as lapel pins, 

worn on the left lapel of both the uniform and 

civilian clothes. 

 The Lifetime Membership Badge, which was 

awarded by the associationôs general assem-

bly to leadership members for at least five 

years of continuous and outstanding service, 

was identical with the regular membership 

badge, but its shield was bordered by oak leaves 

in gold at the bottom. Both large and miniature 

versions of the Lifetime Membership Badge are known 

to have been manufactured. As the only known examples 

are in green enamel, it seems that the Lifetime Member-

ship Badge was introduced in or after 1939, even though 

the institution of lifetime membership already existed in 

the 1930s. 

     The silver-coloured helmet badge had to be fastened 

on the khaki felt helmet on a cloth backing whose 

colour varied according to oneôs position in the 

society (see page 6). Members of the national 

leadership wore the helmet badge on a white 

backing; officials of regional sections on red; 

regular members on green ï all bordered by 

gold braid. The same type of badge (on cloth 

backing, and the size of the lapel insignia) 

decorated the khaki field cap of the associa-

tion, until a round cockade featuring the  

miniature version of the badge in silver was later    

introduced to be attached on it. 

     Besides the membership badges, several other insignia 

were also issued by the society. Although frequently seen, 

little is known about the Frontline Fighterôs Parade Badge, 

which is discussed in detail by Ajtony Virágh in his article 

on page 12. 

     For supporting members of the society, a round white 

enamelled badge was introduced, with the legend Magyar 

Frontharcosokért (For Hungarian Frontline Fighters)       

surrounding the miniature version of the associationôs badge 

in silver (5). Somewhat similar, but much larger, was the 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Above: The Lifetime Membership Badge and miniature, and the associationôs Doctorôs Badge 

Opposite page: A page from a c.1941 veteransô association yearbook introducing some of the new insignia.  

Also pictured are the two versions of the Badge of Honour, or d²szjelv®ny (all insignia shown actual size) 

Continued on page 7... 

CZINK COLLECTION 
BADGES SHOWN 

ACTUAL SIZE 

 

HAJDU 

COLLECTION 
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LAKOS COLLECTION 

Left:  

A young soldier, decorated with a non-combatantôs 

Fire Cross 2nd Class and three commemorative medals 

wears his Ex-servicemanôs lapel badge.   His field cap 

features the later type of badge - a cockade with a 

miniature association emblem in the centre. 
 

Below: 

Obverse and reverse of a commemorative medal of 

Count József vitéz Takách-Tolvay by Károly Törzsök  

(shown actual size) 

Below: 

Detail from the uniform regulations featured in the 

1942 Frontline Fightersô Association Yearbook 

Helmet badge of a 

former officer and 

regional leader 

(actual size) 

HUNGARIAN MILITARY HISTORY MUSEUM 

CZINK COLLECTION 
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...continued from page 4 

Above right: 

An officer of the fire department and veteran of 

the First World War wears his military awards 

from Hungary, Austria and Germany, as well as a 

fire department long service medal.  He also wears 

the Badge of Honour, or d²szjelv®ny of the 

Frontline Fightersô Association. 

Below right: 

A World War I veteran in civilian clothing wears 

his early white enamelled version of the button-hole 

membership badge on the lapel of his suit jacket. 
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societyôs Doctorôs Badge, a round white enamelled insignia 

with an enamelled red cross and the association badge in 

silver in its centre. 

     To preserve and to pass on Hungarian military traditions 

from generation to generation, a decision was made in 1941 

to expand the society, making the admission of the sons of 

frontline fighters possible, provided they had previously 

served in the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces. For those 

new members an Ex-servicemanôs Badge was instituted, 

which was similar to the standard membership badge, but 

portrayed only a sword and a helmet on an apple green field, 

with the inscription Katonaviselt (Ex-serviceman) along the 

upper edge (7). Those members were also entitled to wear 

the uniform of the association. 

     In compliance with a decree of the Ministry of Defence 

published in the Defence Gazette (Honvédségi Közlöny) in 

June 1944, the possibility opened up for the frontline fighters 

of the Second World War to join the association. This meant 

that the authorised recipients of the 1st Class of the Fire 

Cross (TŤzkereszt), which postulated twelve weeks of front-

line service, were eligible for admission to the society. In  

the decree, military commanders were called on to advise 

frontline fighters upon their discharge from the army to   

apply for membership of the only organisation that promoted 

their interests. As a result of that order, a new version of the 

associationôs membership badge was manufactured, which 

portrayed the outline of the Fire Cross instead of the        

Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross, and did not display any 

dates (6). 

     Yet another badge of the association is known, but no 

information is available on it. The badge is silver in colour, 

and it portrays a sword, a helmet and a scroll with the words 

Új Front (New Front) on it (8).  Although the exact purpose 

of the badge remains a mystery for the time being, it should 

be pointed out, that the International Hungarian Military  

History Preservation Society used that very badge as a model 

for designing its insignia. 

     In the 1930s and 1940s, the portrayal of the Hungarian 

Frontline Fighterôs Association Membership Badge also  

appeared, among others, in the seals and on the flags of the 

societyôs branches, as well as on commemorative medals 

issued for various events of the organisation. Gravestones 

and memorials, but also stationery items should also be   

included in the list of applications.  This shows how popular 

and emblematic the associationôs insignia was, and indeed it 

may be established that its powerful design most successfully 

expressed the essence of frontline service. 
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     Count József vitéz Takách-Tolvay, Royal Hungarian 

Privy councillor, retired Lieutenant General, Member of  

Parliament and Leader of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô 

Association, was born in Celldömölk, Hungary, on Novem-

ber 26th, 1876.  He attended high school at the Benedictine 

Gymnasium in Komárom, and then entered the famous    

Ludovika Military Academy.  After graduation he started his 

service as a Warrant Officer in the 7th Honvéd Hussar    

Regiment, based in Pápa. 

     From 1899 he continued his military studies, and in 1901 

he was assigned to the command staff of the IV Army as a 

First Lieutenant.  In 1904 he was promoted to Captain and 

assigned to Prince J·zsefôs court, where he served for the 

next five years. It was at this time that he was given the title 

of Count by Emperor Franz Joseph, and was also permitted 

to add the noble family name of Tolvay ï his full name   

became kisjükai, nagykürthi és köpesdi vitéz gróf Takách-

Tolvay József. 

     In 1909, as a General Staff Captain, he was assigned to 

the 12th Infantry Division in Przemysl, and after further   

military examinations he was assigned to the Graz Hussars 

as a general staff commander. He received the Military Merit 

Cross and Signum Laudis Military Merit Medal at this time. 

     During the First World War, he first fought on the Serbian 

and then on the Italian front, and in 1915 he was infected 

with typhoid fever, and was hospitalized.  After recuperation, 

he continued as a general staff commander in Komárom and 

then he returned to the frontline, where he was later assigned 

to a position of command in the IV Army under the         

leadership of Prince Ferdinand Joseph. In 1917 he was     

promoted to Colonel and given command of the 19th Hussar 

Regiment of Marosvásárhely. 

     Takách-Tolvayôs Regiment participated in the battle of 

Bukovina, and on August 6th, 1917 he executed an           

outstanding military manoeuvre on his own initiative.    

Judging that a frontal attack that was ordered would result is 

large loss of life, he withdrew the regiment from the front-

line, and under the cover of darkness, he led his men to the 

enemyôs rear.  It was a success, and his troops overwhelmed 

them. Other neighbouring regiments followed his example 

which resulted in the occupation of a very strategically    

important mountain crest. Because of this initiative and 

quick thinking, he was awarded the Knightôs Cross of the 

Imperial Austrian Order of Leopold.  Following this, until 

the end of the war, he was assigned to Vienna as the military 

attaché for the Ministry of Defence, where he was made  

responsible for Hungarian interests - the repatriation of the 

Hungarian forces and supplying food for them.  

     On May 3rd, 1919, he and 40 other officers took part in 

the arrest of representatives of the new communist republic 

in Hungary, taking possession of secret documents and assets 

which were forwarded to the police in Vienna.  He was   

arrested by Austrian police at the request of the Hungarian 

communist leadership, and was released after nine weeks, 

Amslr HĈxqcd R_iöaf-Tolvay 
by Peter Czink 
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thanks to intervention by the Italian       

government.  He was sent back to Buda-

pest, but in 1920 he was sent to Warsaw 

to take care of Hungarian interests 

there. He participated in Polish-

Soviet manoeuvres and took part in 

the battle of Warsaw. 

     At the beginning of 1921, he 

became an ambassadorial attaché 

and was assigned to the Embassy 

in Bucharest, where he continued 

to serve the interests of his home-

land, and afterward, he returned to 

Budapest to the Ministry of       

Defence as a Lieutenant General.  

He retired in 1929, and became  

involved with the MOVE organiza-

tion and the Hungarian Frontline 

Fightersô Association as its co-

president. On February 21st, 1932, at a 

general meeting association, he was en-

thusiastically elected as the organizationôs   

National   President. Takách-Tolvay was the 

highest ranking former officer in the association 

and worked tirelessly for the advancement of the move-

ment - in recognition of his achievements he was awarded 

lifetime membership.  In 1931 he became the leader of the 

National Frontline Fightersô Party, and in 1935 he was 

elected to two parliamentary positions - the representative of 

the Szentgotthard dis-

trict and a member of 

the National Defence 

Committee. 

     Count József vitéz 

Takách-Tolvay was the 

honorary president of a 

countless number of 

organizations, and due 

to his travels through 

most of Europe as a 

young officer, he had 

learned many foreign 

languages.  These skills, 

experience, and flair for 

diplomacy were very useful to the veteransô 

movement, and ensured contact with in-

ternational organizations ï even veter-

ansô groups of former enemies. 

     As a soldier, he was a loyal      

comrade.  He never forgot his fellow 

officers and men, and he unselfishly 

shared his achievements with all 

his comrades. Those years between  

the wars were hopeful ones, and 

his enlightened influence tempered 

the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô 

Association with compassion and 

tolerance. Very little is known  

today about this larger-than-life 

Hungarian gentleman, and informa-

tion on him ï in Hungarian or in 

English, is rather scarce. 

     The same goes for the old veteransô 

movement in general ï even its eventual 

demise is not documented.  An interesting 

fragment of information, however, is avail-

able on the internet ï interestingly from the 

American Jewish Year Book, Volume 46, from 

September 18th, 1944 to September 7th , 1945: 

     ñOn May 4th, 1944 the entire leadership of the Union of 

Front Fighters of Hungary, led by Chairman General Count 

Joseph Takach-Tolvay, resigned in protest against a govern-

ment order expelling all Jews from membership in the     

organization. 

     Throughout the en-

tire period, the local 

Nazi did not cease   

complaining about these 

demonstrations bitterly 

denouncing Christians 

who helped or openly 

fraternized with Jews.ò 

     Takách-Tolvay died 

on January 2, 1945, in 

Budapest, when his 

home was completely 

destroyed by a bombing 

raid. 

Count József vitéz Takách-Tolvayôs orders, decorations and medals: 

Hungarian Cross of Merit II Class with Star, Knightôs Cross of the Imperial Austrian Order of Leopold with Swords 

and War Decoration, Imperial Austrian Order of the Iron Crown III Class with Swords and War Decoration, Military 

Merit Cross III Class with Swords and War Decoration, peacetime Military Merit Cross III Class, Military Merit Medal 

with Swords on War Ribbon, Military Merit Medal on red ribbon, Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross, Hungarian WW I 

Commemorative Medal with Swords and Helmet, 1898 Military Jubilee Medal, 1908 Military Jubilee Cross, 1912-1913 

Commemorative Cross, Officerôs Long Service Cross II Class, German Iron Cross II Class, Grand Cross of the Italian 

Order of the Crown, Austrian Cross of Merit I Class with Star, Austrian WW I Commemorative Medal with Swords, 

German Social Welfare Decoration I Class, Saxon Order of Albert Officerôs Cross with Swords, German Olympic 

Games Decoration I Class, HONSz Badge of Honour, TESz Badge of Honour. 

Above: Detail of Count József vitéz Takách-Tolvayôs tombstone in Budapestôs Farkasr®ti Cemetery. 

A poignant tribute to the horrors of war, his name is listed among others - including couples and entire families, 

who perished at Number 2, Vit®z Street during the siege of Budapest. 

 


