1
&=

MAGYARLERONT

~Yol=XIll, No. 2=

N —
asme webumB® T
o] W B

\;ﬁ/

A Tribute to thé

G o & Y Jewish -Hungarian 3

] _.;‘;'.,Ai-:i":?;.f;.;.; .I SRk Heroes Of the }
7 FIrstWorld War

N
L

BE¢ R¢ P HOOLKECTION




A note from the Editor

| dondt believe that any particular ra
otherii n fact, be it ally or enemy, braver
itdébs appropriate to distinguish groups
however, in the case of the Jewidhngarian soldiers of the Austidungarian Empire,
an exception can legitimately be made. Most nations pay tribute to their World War |
veterans, especially following that i wa
countries which chose to marginalize the martial contributions of its Jewish citizens. In
retrospect, stripping rank and benefits from Jewrsimgarian servicemen could be seen
as one of the least offensive aspects of a pogrbot it has left a sad and significant
historical void, not only for historians, but for any interested descendants of Jewish

MAGYAR FRONT Hungarian veterans as well.
VOLUME XIII, ISSUE 2 Not long ago, | added a very special antiquarian book to my colle&idvagyar
SPRING 2011 Hadviselt Zsidék Ar.anyalbuma (The Jewdungari an Veterans?o
I have written before about how much |
Published quarterly by almanacs, and this piece is exactly similaan enormous volume, full of images of
Peter Czink VRNT, Editor -Designer bemedaled tunics, offhshioned Hungarian moustaches, and thrilling military biogra-
phies. Many of the men featured also wc

The NEW FRONT:
(International Hungarian Military
History Preservation Society)

Movement; all of them were Jewish. | can only imagine what happened to these people,
knowing the fate that awaited so many Hungarian Jews, and it breaks my heart that their

rank and service would later be disregarded, their medals forgotten.
Lt.Gen.Dr. J - zsef Hol I '
Honorary President

Peter Czink VRNT
President

Lorraine Weideman
Vice-President, Webmaster

Peter v. Laborc
Vice-President, Hungary

John Keir
Vice-President, United Kingdom

Ribbon bars for the four grades of the Bravery Medal
(Emperor Francis Joseph)
Large Silver Bravery Medal (Emperor Charles).

George Hennessy

Vice-President, Australia

Josef Lang VRNT RVM
Vice-President, Germany The Gold Bravery Medal was Austtdu ngar y 0 4
Manfred Winter valour award for NCOs and men (and one of the higheg
Vice-President, Austria officers). Of the approximately 1500 awarded, 180
Sergey Slakaev gi\_/_en to Jewish—lungarians (their names are on pa
Vice-President, Russian Federation 81 11). Seventywo JewishHungarian officers won the&y
Order of the Iron Crown Il Class. A great number of otf
medals and decorations were awarded to Jeligigarian :
soldiers: 2 men received three Large Silver Bravery Medals each;,

Dr. Gergely P8I
Historical Consultant, Correspondent

PO Box 74527 Kitsilano PO 45 won two each; 31 veterans were given one Large Silver Bravery Medal and two
Vancouver, British Columbia Small Silver Bravery Medals each; 128 received one Large, one Small Silver Bravery
V6K 4P4 Canada 604 733-9948 .
Medal and a Bronze Bravery Medal each; 201 were awarded both the Large and Small
czink@shaw.ca Silver Medals; 32 received a Large Silver and a Bronze, and 437 frontline fighters were
www.NewFront.ca awarded one Large Silver Bravery Medal. These are just some of the decorations
©2011 All rights reserved received by Jewishungarian soldiers during World War |I.
| asked IHMHPS member and expert on the Jeaishgarian contribution to the
IntemaﬁOn'\gfm?%zt‘iﬁn""wtmfaw N First World War, Akos Biré, to write something for théagyar Frontabout this
e Seeiiy & ST AT e subject_, and you will see thz_;\t he has shared some enllghtenlng material with us. Itis my
and includes the Magyar Front most sincere hope that this issue of tagyar Front will help not only from an
Hungarian military history quarterly. educational perspective, but will also play a part in shedding an intolerance that,
The original Magyar Front was the unfortunately, still exists today. P Cy

weekly newspaper of the Frontline

Fighterdos Associ at Our Cover

published from the early 1930s until the ] ]
end of the Second World War. A portrait of then Colonel Gyula Bauer de Krupiec and an example of the

Order of the Iron Crown Il Class with Swords and War Decoration.
Our back cover is a duplication of the front, with Yiddish text.
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It is my honour to introduce our readers one of our finest World War I. heroes, General Gyula Bauer de Krupiec.
this article with respect and pride, and it is my wish that his meritorious life and excellent conduct will never beaforgotts
He was born into a religious Jewistungarian family of Tata, Komarom County, on the 25th of August, 1862.
family mainly dealt with local commerce, and had extended roots in Hungary and Southern Poland (near Krakow), wh
part of the AustreHungarian Empire at the time. Bauer's father immigrated to Hungary shortly before his son was
Religion was very important to the famiyGeneral Bauer was one of those Jewikingarian regimental commanders whg
never left tradition behind. In fact, Bauer was wealbwn to ensure the preservation of Jewish tradition and rituals eve

the frontline among the Jewish soldiers of the 44th Imperial and Royal Erherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment.

He was married to Erzsébet Kiss, (the daughter of the famous Jdwigfarian poet, J6zsef Kiss) in 1911. Bauer kne|
the famous poet for years, and they had developed a good relationship through Hungarian and German language @
dence. Bauer himself was an amateur poet, and some of his poems were reviewed by Kiss. It is interesting that Maj¢
then still a single officer with a very promising career, was invited to meet Erzsébet for the first time in January of
She had fallen in love with the charming major, and despite the fact that Bauer was far older, they were already en
May . The coupleds only chil d, S§ra Bauer, was born
good and solicitous father, but unfortunately the marriage went bad due to the long time they spent separated during
They divorced in 1919.

Gyul a Bauerdéds military career started in 1882, when
cadet. He spent twenfive years with this unit, serving in different positions as a junior officer; he was also the Hung
language instructor of the multiational officer corps of the regiment. Bauer was a very talented marksman andidense

been temporarily attached to the Imperial and Royal 68th Infantry Regiment. He joined the Imperial and Roy
Erzherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment in 1914, at the beginning of the war, with the rank of a liegtdoast.

the Members of the Armed For ces llChs 9180y), Militafy JubileeeQrodssfor thi
Members of the Armed Forces (1908) and the Balkan Wars Mobilisation Cross (1913)

He was promoted to full colonel in 1915, and at the same time he became the commanding colonel of the regim
regi ment 6s s ol-dheyevers praudito serwedund8rehis eemmand. Bauer was also very much proud of hi
or Avillainso from Somogy CoRossékaffectiorately (basddtorethe infesausly inhpbliegi
| anguage of sol diers, t hey we rressehis a difficylt todranklatee Hungarianeword,

Previous page: A portrait of young First Lieutenant Bauer above his military medals and
decorations. Below: Colonel Bauer stands to the right of Archduke Joseph on the Italian Front.
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Above: Colonel Bauer and other officers on the Serbian frontline.

| oosely meaning Adamnedo in English). He fought al g Wi
the Italian front, and received the Emperor Charl e Tro
His soldiers returned this devotion, and they highly favoured their beloved commdndes name occur s n s
well. Here is an example, written by Serge@rg z a k a sPalwehere meRper of thlth Regiment, in 1915 (translated

from the original Hungarian at right):

Whenever His Majesty stares at the field map, f Fel s®ge ha r8tekint a t@g8bor
He weeps while thinking of his Hungarian soldiers, k°nnyes szemmel b¢szk®n g@ndo
He orders us to plant our flag on the shores of the lkwa, z8szI| -t tTzet ki az | kva art
So it is easier to find the soldiers of the 44th IR. 2gy k°nnyebben r8&8tal 8l a egy’
Far away, near the | kwa RiMesszehé’°hNDamaed&vat maok ® ro
Guns boom, mortars roar under thunder and lightening, puska ropog, 8gy% d°r°g, r ®
The ADamnedod are unmatchedaonosbBebbaek|l af hardf ®r en i nc.
A thousand dead ARuskieso msndea poyes th&°eréempkhagepal
Our Colonel Bauer wrote in his command: A Bauer ezredes Yar meg?2rt a

A6The Damnedo are the firsbhoigy Bheobaebbeat hél ®goihd@oV e
A thousand medals be laid on the chests of a thousand hereez,er ®r em ezer Vvit®z mell Br e,
A golden |l aurel of glory ba k&sdlohokottetka®rkee fl ag'o

soldiers, whom he led with the same enthusiasm and loyalty. He did not discriminate by race or religion, and to hifn there
were only good or bad soldierand his men were among the finest of the Hungarian units.

Bauer's professionalism as a leader was often acknowledged by his supreme comimeetheby His Majesty the King.
Col onel Bauer was ennobled in 1917, and allowed to s e
decreed in his original diploma of nobility:

i We , Charles the First, by grace of God, Emperor o Au
name; according to our decision dated in the year of 1917, on the 30th day of the Month of the Pentacost, we consjtier him
eligible to be one of our nobles, belonging to the peerage of our Hungary and its territories, allowing him to begr the




praedicatum O6krupieci. 60

The 44th Regiment fought one of its toughest and most successful battles under the command of Colonel Baue
September, 1915, near the Polish village of Krupiec. It was customary to allow soldiers to receive Hungarian nobility
were Hungarian citizens, but in this case the title came from a foreign country, where the honour was earned.

A fine example of the smooth cooperation between the commander and his soldiers, Bauer would lead his troops
their home garrison in full marching order. As the commander of the 44th Regiment and the 62nd Infantry Brigad
returned to Kaposvar (Somogy County) in full regimental order with all of their equipment. After the brief Communist rg
of 1919, Colonel Bauer retired from the active service, but in 1921 he was promoted to General by Admiral Mik o r
Regent of the Kingdom of Hungary. Along with General
were promoted to the rank of general by Horturing the war, Colonel Bauer received the following Orders and Medza
the Imperial Austrian Order of the Iron Crown with the War Decoration and Swords, Il Class (1915), Military Merit
with War Decoration and Swords, Il Class (1916), Bronze Military Merit Medal on War Ribbon with Swords (14
Officer's Military Service Crosg, | Cl ass, 1917, Emperor Charlesd Troop
wounds) (1918).

After the war Bauer also received the Hungarian, Austrian, and Bulgarian WW | Commemorative Medals for Combg

After 1920, and his honourable discharge from active service, he became the president of the 44th Infantry Regime
ansd Society. He contributed one ofaftar years ohnlas] twork, aery mll
written regimental history was published in 1937, authored by Colonels Géza Kurtz and Géza v. Kristofy. Bauer re
very active during the few years of peace, and his presence at several memorials and other gatherings is well documé
gave a fine speech at the unveiling of the 44th Regi
with the 44th Regiment and its locality, the city of Kaposvar and the counties of Somogy and Tolna. His war wounds
sever al problems from the early 1920s, and as he age
pain in his feet (Sara became a private yoga teacher and therapist by-th@tres). General Bauer died at the age of 8@, al
thankfully he never saw how the Second World War affected Hungary, and Hungarian Jewry. He was buried in the|

section of Farkasréti Cemetery in Budapest, and his tombstone is decorated with the battle cry of his belove& $oRiefs

(forward), Rosseb!:
Below: Bauer takes part in a Roman Catholic field service
in a wooden chapel with his soldiers. Left: A dramatic, enamelled
cap badge for the 44th Infantry Regiment. Right: Another
AfRossebod regi mental cap badg
the sloganC s a k  ©®hlyForevard).
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Hungarian Military History Museum curator
and IHMHPS member Dr. GergelyP 83 al | a
new book on AustreHungarian cap badges
of the First World War.

This (1.5cm x 19.5cm x 25cm) 18Rage

full -colour volume is full of detailed images of the
numerous cap badges that were so popular with
WW | soldiers. The array of insignia range from
the sombre to the breat
work isnét simply a idoq
he also explains the protocol for wearing them,
features their manufacturers and designers, and
even presents examples of cap badge enthusiasts

who accumulated their collections during the

First World War.

The text is in Hungarian, however, the book is so
richly illustrated, any
insignia and iconography will be sure to enjoy it.

y

yandor Rezso

Sallay Gergely Pal

Mindent

a hazaért!

Elsé vilaghaboruas osztradk-magyar
katonai alakulat- és emlékjelvények

ZRiNYI KIADO

Badges are
pictured in colour,
and cover all of the
Austro-Hungarian

Patriotic pins, rare
insignia from the
navy and air force,
pages from period
catalogues, and
related ephemera
are only a few of the
areas covered in
Mi ndent a
(Everything for

the Homeland!)

E | silRghaboras osztrakmagyar katonai alakulat- €és emlékjelvények
(First World War Austro -Hungarian Military Unit and Commemorative Badges)

branchesof-service.
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