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Membership in the 
International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society is $40.00 annually, 
and includes the Magyar Front  

Hungarian military history quarterly. 
 

The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Frontline 
Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until the 
end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 

A portrait of then Colonel Gyula Bauer de Krupiec and an example of the 

Order of the Iron Crown III Class with Swords and War Decoration. 

Our back cover is a duplication of the front, with Yiddish text. 

     I donôt believe that any particular race, colour or creed of soldier is braver than any 

other ï in fact, be it ally or enemy, bravery is equally rare the world over. I donôt think 

itôs appropriate to distinguish groups of fighting men according to their race or beliefs, 

however, in the case of the Jewish-Hungarian soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 

an exception can legitimately be made.  Most nations pay tribute to their World War I 

veterans, especially following that ñwar to end all wars,ò but Hungary was one of the 

countries which chose to marginalize the martial contributions of its Jewish citizens. In 

retrospect, stripping rank and benefits from Jewish-Hungarian servicemen could be seen 

as one of the least offensive aspects of a pogrom - but it has left a sad and significant      

historical void, not only for historians, but for any interested descendants of Jewish-

Hungarian veterans as well. 

     Not long ago, I added a very special antiquarian book to my collection: A Magyar 

Hadviselt Zsidók Aranyalbuma (The Jewish-Hungarian Veteransô Golden Album).         

I have written before about how much I value my old Hungarian Veteransô Movement 

almanacs, and this piece is exactly similar ï an enormous volume, full of images of  

bemedaled tunics, old-fashioned Hungarian moustaches, and thrilling military biogra-

phies. Many of the men featured also wore the uniform of the Hungarian Veteransô 

Movement; all of them were Jewish.  I can only imagine what happened to these people, 

knowing the fate that awaited so many Hungarian Jews, and it breaks my heart that their 

rank and service would later be disregarded, their medals forgotten. 

     The Gold Bravery Medal was Austria-Hungaryôs highest 

valour award for NCOs and men (and one of the highest for 

officers).  Of the approximately 1500 awarded, 180 were 

given to Jewish-Hungarians (their names are on pages        

8 ï 11).  Seventy-two Jewish-Hungarian officers won the 

Order of the Iron Crown III Class.  A great number of other 

medals and decorations were awarded to Jewish-Hungarian  

soldiers: 2 men received three Large Silver Bravery Medals each;   

45 won two each; 31 veterans were given one Large Silver Bravery Medal and two 

Small Silver Bravery Medals each; 128 received one Large, one Small Silver Bravery 

Medal and a Bronze Bravery Medal each; 201 were awarded both the Large and Small 

Silver Medals; 32 received a Large Silver and a Bronze, and 437 frontline fighters were 

awarded one Large Silver Bravery Medal.  These are just some of the decorations     

received by Jewish-Hungarian soldiers during World War I. 

     I asked IHMHPS member and expert on the Jewish-Hungarian contribution to the 

First World War, Ákos Bíró, to write something for the Magyar Front about this      

subject, and you will see that he has shared some enlightening material with us.  It is my 

most sincere hope that this issue of the Magyar Front will help not only from an       

educational perspective, but will also play a part in shedding an intolerance that,       

unfortunately, still exists today. 

Our Cover 
P.Cz. 

 

 
Ribbon bars for the four grades of the Bravery Medal 

(Emperor Francis Joseph) and the Officerôs (I Class) 

Large Silver Bravery Medal (Emperor Charles). 
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Portrait of a Hungarian Hero - continued on next page... 

General 

Gyula Bauer 

de Krupiec 

ñA thousand medals 

be laid on the 

chests of a thousand 

heroes, a golden 

laurel of glory 

be laid on your 

battle flag!ò 

`w Öimq @ĂpĈ 

BĉRč COLLECTION 



4 

     It is my honour to introduce our readers one of our finest World War I. heroes, General Gyula Bauer de Krupiec. I write 

this article with respect and pride, and it is my wish that his meritorious life and excellent conduct will never be forgotten. 

     He was born into a religious Jewish-Hungarian family of Tata, Komárom County, on the 25th of August, 1862. The     

family mainly dealt with local commerce, and had extended roots in Hungary and Southern Poland (near Krakow), which was 

part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the time.  Bauer's father immigrated to Hungary shortly before his son was born.   

Religion was very important to the family - General Bauer was one of those Jewish-Hungarian regimental commanders who 

never left tradition behind.  In fact, Bauer was well-known to ensure the preservation of Jewish tradition and rituals even on 

the frontline among the Jewish soldiers of the 44th Imperial and Royal Erherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment. 

     He was married to Erzsébet Kiss, (the daughter of the famous Jewish-Hungarian poet, József Kiss) in 1911. Bauer knew 

the famous poet for years, and they had developed a good relationship through Hungarian and German language correspon-

dence. Bauer himself was an amateur poet, and some of his poems were reviewed by Kiss. It is interesting that Major Bauer, 

then still a single officer with a very promising career, was invited to meet Erzsébet for the first time in January of 1911.    

She had fallen in love with the charming major, and despite the fact that Bauer was far older, they were already engaged in 

May.  The coupleôs only child, S§ra Bauer, was born in 1917. According to their later personal correspondence, Bauer was a 

good and solicitous father, but unfortunately the marriage went bad due to the long time they spent separated during the war.  

They divorced in 1919. 

     Gyula Bauerôs military career started in 1882, when he joined the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Regiment as an officer 

cadet.  He spent twenty-five years with this unit, serving in different positions as a junior officer; he was also the Hungarian 

language instructor of the multi-national officer corps of the regiment. Bauer was a very talented marksman and horse-rider, 

and won numerous awards in different military sport competitions. Captain Bauer was promoted to Major in 1910, and had 

been temporarily attached to the Imperial and Royal 68th Infantry Regiment. He joined the Imperial and Royal 44th          

Erzherzog Albrecht Infantry Regiment in 1914, at the beginning of the war, with the rank of a lieutenant-colonel. 

     Until the beginning of the Great War, Lt. Colonel Bauer was awarded the following medals: the Military Jubilee Medal for 

the Members of the Armed Forces (1898), Officerôs Military Service Cross  III Class (1907), Military Jubilee Cross for the 

Members of the Armed Forces (1908) and the Balkan Wars Mobilisation Cross (1913) 

     He was promoted to full colonel in 1915, and at the same time he became the commanding colonel of the regiment. The 

regimentôs soldiers adored Bauer - they were proud to serve under his command. Bauer was also very much proud of his men, 

or ñvillainsò from Somogy County, and often used their nickname, Rosseb affectionately (based on the infamously impolite 

language of soldiers, they were widely called the ñRosseb Regimentò - rosseb is a difficult to translate Hungarian word, 

Previous page: A portrait of young First Lieutenant Bauer above his military medals and 

decorations.  Below: Colonel Bauer stands to the right of Archduke Joseph on the Italian Front. 

BĉRč COLLECTION 
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loosely meaning ñdamnedò in English). He fought along with his soldiers in the trenches, in the worst battles of Galicia and 

the Italian front, and received the Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross, along with the Medal for the Wounded, for two wounds. 

His soldiers returned this devotion, and they highly favoured their beloved commander - his name occurs in soldierôs songs as 

well.  Here is an example, written by Sergeant (szakaszvezetŖ) Pál Felber, member of the 44th Regiment, in 1915 (translated 

from the original Hungarian at right): 

Above: Colonel Bauer and other officers on the Serbian frontline. 

Whenever His Majesty stares at the field map, 

He weeps while thinking of his Hungarian soldiers, 

He orders us to plant our flag on the shores of the Ikwa, 

So it is easier to find the soldiers of the 44th IR. 

 

Far away, near the Ikwa River, the ñDamnedò attack 

Guns boom, mortars roar under thunder and lightening, 

The ñDamnedò are unmatched on the battlefield, 

A thousand dead ñRuskiesò is the price the enemy has paid. 

 

Our Colonel Bauer wrote in his command: 

ñóThe Damnedô are the first in the battle the world over, 

A thousand medals be laid on the chests of a thousand heroes, 

A golden laurel of glory be laid on your battle flag!ò 

     Bauer always remained religious ï a devoted Jew during his whole life, even in the days spent on the frontline with his 

soldiers, whom he led with the same enthusiasm and loyalty.  He did not discriminate by race or religion, and to him there 

were only good or bad soldiers - and his men were among the finest of the Hungarian units. 

     Bauer's professionalism as a leader was often acknowledged by his supreme commanders - even by His Majesty the King.  

Colonel Bauer was ennobled in 1917, and allowed to use the ñnobleò title and the ñkrupiecò prefix in his name, as it was   

decreed in his original diploma of nobility: 

     ñWe, Charles the First, by grace of God, Emperor of Austria, and the Fourth Apostolic King of Hungary, bearing this 

name; according to our decision dated in the year of 1917, on the 30th day of the Month of the Pentacost, we consider him 

eligible to be one of our nobles, belonging to the peerage of our Hungary and its territories, allowing him to bear the 

ŕ Fels®ge ha r§tekint a t§bori t®rk®pre, 

kºnnyes szemmel b¿szk®n gondol a sok magyar vit®zre, 

z§szl·t tŤzet ki az Ikva partj§ra,  

²gy kºnnyebben r§tal§l a negyvenn®gyes bak§ra. 

 

Messze fºnt az Ikva ment®n rossebb baka hurr§zik, 

puska ropog, §gy¼ dºrºg, s r®ms®gesen vill§mlik, 

a rossebbnek a harct®ren nincs p§rja,  

minden egyes ¿tkºzetnek ezer muszka az §ra. 

 

A Bauer ezredes ¼r meg²rta a parancsba, 

hogy a rossebb a vil§gon a legelsŖ a harcba 

ezer ®rem ezer vit®z mell®re, arany bab®rkoszor¼ 

a z§szl·tok tetej®re. 

BĉRč COLLECTION 
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praedicatum ókrupieci.ôò 

     The 44th Regiment fought one of its toughest and most successful battles under the command of Colonel Bauer in early 

September, 1915, near the Polish village of Krupiec. It was customary to allow soldiers to receive Hungarian nobility if they 

were Hungarian citizens, but in this case the title came from a foreign country, where the honour was earned. 

     A fine example of the smooth cooperation between the commander and his soldiers, Bauer would lead his troops back to 

their home garrison in full marching order. As the commander of the 44th Regiment and the 62nd Infantry Brigade, they   

returned to Kaposvár (Somogy County) in full regimental order with all of their equipment. After the brief Communist regime 

of 1919, Colonel Bauer retired from the active service, but in 1921 he was promoted to General by Admiral Mikl·s Horthy, 

Regent of the Kingdom of Hungary. Along with General M§rton Zºld de Si·ag§rd, they were the only Jewish colonels who 

were promoted to the rank of general by Horthy.  During the war, Colonel Bauer received the following Orders and Medals: 

the Imperial Austrian Order of the Iron Crown with the War Decoration and Swords, III Class (1915), Military Merit Cross 

with War Decoration and Swords, III Class (1916), Bronze Military Merit Medal on War Ribbon with Swords (1917),       

Officer's Military Service Cross, II Class, 1917, Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross (1917), Medal for the Wounded (for two 

wounds) (1918). 

     After the war Bauer also received the Hungarian, Austrian, and Bulgarian WW I Commemorative Medals for Combatants. 

After 1920, and his honourable discharge from active service, he became the president of the 44th Infantry Regiment Veter-

ansô Society. He contributed one of the most important legacies of the association - after years of hard work, a very well-

written regimental history was published in 1937, authored by Colonels Géza Kurtz and Géza v. Kristófy. Bauer remained 

very active during the few years of peace, and his presence at several memorials and other gatherings is well documented.  He 

gave a fine speech at the unveiling of the 44th Regimentôs memorial in Kaposv§r, and attended several ballets in connection 

with the 44th Regiment and its locality, the city of Kaposvár and the counties of Somogy and Tolna. His war wounds caused 

several problems from the early 1920s, and as he aged, he often complained to S§ra Bauer that he couldnôt walk due to serious 

pain in his feet (Sára became a private yoga teacher and therapist by the mid-thirties). General Bauer died at the age of 80, and 

thankfully he never saw how the Second World War affected Hungary, and Hungarian Jewry. He was buried in the Jewish 

section of Farkasréti Cemetery in Budapest, and his tombstone is decorated with the battle cry of his beloved soldiers: ElŖre 

(forward), Rosseb!   
Below:  Bauer takes part in a Roman Catholic field service 

in a wooden chapel with his soldiers.  Left: A dramatic, enamelled 

cap badge for the 44th Infantry Regiment.  Right: Another 

ñRossebò regimental cap badge decorated with a bayonet and 

the slogan Csak ElŖre (Only Forward).  

BĉRč COLLECTION 
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NOW AVAILABLE!  
 

 Hungarian Military History Museum curator  

and IHMHPS member Dr. Gergely P§l Sallayôs 

new book on Austro-Hungarian cap badges 

of the First World War.  
 

This (1.5cm x 19.5cm x 25cm) 182-page 

full -colour volume is full of detailed images of the 

numerous cap badges that were so popular with 

WW I soldiers.  The array of insignia range from 

the sombre to the breathtaking, and Sallayôs new 

work isnôt simply a documentation of badges ï 

he also explains the protocol for wearing them, 

features their manufacturers and designers, and 

even presents examples of cap badge enthusiasts 

who accumulated their collections during the 

First World War.  
 

 The text is in Hungarian, however, the book is so 

richly illustrated, anyone interested in the periodôs 

insignia and iconography will be sure to enjoy it. 

MINDENT A HAZÁÉRT! (EVERYTHING FOR THE HOMELAND!)  
 

ElsŖ világháborús osztrák-magyar katonai alakulat- és emlékjelvények 

(First World War Austro -Hungarian Military Unit and Commemorative Badges) 
 

Please contact IHMHPS headquarters for ordering information! 

Badges are 

pictured in colour, 

and cover all of the 

Austro-Hungarian 

branches-of-service. 
 

Patriotic pins, rare 

insignia from the 

navy and air force, 

pages from period 

catalogues, and 

related ephemera 

are only a few of the 

areas covered in 

Mindent a haz§®rt! 

(Everything for 

the Homeland!) 
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S§ndor Ćdler 

B®la Alexander 

Jakab Arat· 

Jakab Auspitz 

Ferenc Bach 

BenŖ Balogh 

Samu Bauer 

DezsŖ Baumann 

Henrik Baumann 

Oszk§r Beer 

Ćrp§d Benyovits 

M·zes BenkŖ 

Man· Beregi 

Imre Ber®nyi 

Miksa Berger 

Rudolf Berger 

S§muel Berger 

Man· Biedermann 

J·zsef Bihari 

Ćrp§d Biringer 

K§roly BŖhm 

Ign§c Bokor 

Jewish-Hungarian Recipients 

of the Gold Bravery Medal 

JEWISH-HUNGARIAN VETERANSô GOLDEN ALBUM 

GOLD BRAVERY MEDAL - BĉRč COLLECTION 


