SPRI NG 20

Vol . XXI11,

THREE GENERATIONS
OF SERVICE:

One Hungarian Family’s Military History

Pl us: Hungarian Sergeant Earns S

Al so: Revisiting | mperial Yester



MAGYAR FRONT
VOLUME XXI 11, I
SPRI NG 2021

Publ i shed quart
Peter Czi nkDe sEdg e

The New Front:
(Il nternational Hu
Hi story Preservat

fiTo strive, t o sd
and not do yi €

Czink
Founder/ Presid

Lorraine Weide
Vi Peg esi dent

P®t er v.
Vi e esi dent , Hu

John Keir
Vi Peg esi dent , Uni

l

George Henness
Vi e esi dent , Au

Manfred Winter
Vi Pedg esi dent , A

Dr. Gergely P8I
Hi storical Consul t

PO Box 74527 Ki
Vancouver , Briti d
V6K 4P4 Canad

czink@shaw. ca
www. NewFront .

E2021 All rights

Me mber ship
I nternati onal
Preservation
and i nc|Madgeysa rt.hFer

The orMaggiynaarl warso n t
weekly newspaper
Fi gt eArssoci ati on
published from t
the end of the Se

A note from the Editor

Itm al ways delighted and honoured to | e
hi stories,Mamydarlr &ard estusr ewi | I& epnrjeosye ntthaitsi c
Toth.* | am very grateful to him and hi
| have so often witnessed these i mportar
forgotten.

As a Hungarian born far away from the
doubly aware of the military sacrifices
nations, giving people |ike me aofsovwrieomhm
and defeat. Perhaps those things are i
service, uni ver sal as it is, runs throuc
outcome we can hope for. I have chosen

I am very t bBanenftuhu sfiars mJ efnfd s ki | | i n
family history, and to his brother St e
mot her, Mary Ann Toth, has also gone ab:¢«
with photographs.

Our secontrfeaehcofB&i bt Hungarian Milita
Museum is the perfecworckoompAnisarmr y o-of efa
American soldier whose service has been
along with some of NagyaolEmdgtuesawet ke
continues to @&nsexemphliasr ymurseepuunh at i on by
sharing his wealth of knowledge and expe

Finally, our | ast é&rttiralveelioggukRar(tPalrlt dif
2020 issue). He is sorely missed. p cz.

*Jeff (right) enl i ed S
Army Reserve in 198 as
I ntelligence Anal yst sel
as Soldier of t he Ar
Forces Command. By ar e
he had obtained the rgea

He completed his s hen
his civilian empl oyédt m o
his home state.

Hi s ribbons: Ar my 3 I,
Ar my Achi evement Me ,

Ar my Reserve Compo
Me d al (2nd award), s e
Service Medal , Ar my al
Devel opment Ri bbon, vVic
Ri bbon.

OQur <cover:
Top left: S8§ndo2ndTl - -Qlhas(sc .Sli91lvee)r Br avery
Medal , and Medal for the Wounded with Th

Top right: St-&deWWobtNi cLBLY9) Medal

Bottom | eft: Ed-vBarocdhzBotSh a¢ 194 My Good C
Pacific Campaign Medal, European/ Africa
Victory Medal , WWI | Occupation Medal ,
Li beration Medal, and Philippine Indepen
Bottom right: SteBeranzleot 8t a(r, 98Mér i t or i
(5th award), Army Commendati on Medal (
(7th award), Army Good Conduct Medal, N &
Af ghani stan Campaign Medal (with Campai
Campaign Stars), Gl obal Wa r on Terroris
Medal , Humani tari an Service Medal , N C ¢
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Ribbon (¢
Force and Observers Medal, Val orous Uni
tion (3rd award).
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TOTH FAMILY COLLECTI ON

(9ne amify’o ./l/lc&twty ﬂi/.;t(mq
by Jeff Toth

The American @i8wibl) , Warhe( Ivga& ¥ algsa,i n1s® 18 and returnin
sl avery, was notorious forlopdttiHeg wanemihemsr @bl yt hdi
family against each other waé$¢at hiesrssueagatihnest Viscanosr,y
against brothers. Hal f a ce@lndgdweglyandat edhi omy paternal
ther, Steve (lstv8n) Tot h, Riegreadmudgéry, brwet Hkenreuwd Sdmnealeops
and another brother 1 i
sides during World War |, tome tGreealladVar of his
little of my grandfabtmeHuOGbarnahn January
on the following paiyg) Deas begpBsoeeHemnway
before | was born. alKrhomgtha mitl ¥ 146 DferLétie ntt sa twe 8li
i mmi grated to the i , i i i
yhel mderzgarAwsttrocday Kn&@oweskIl tChilsneof dpobaveua
ed in Kogeaset ererngi Dlno wdlk issaju.tah machi ne gunner wi't
joined the United Stat®8sdéAcoyabvbhodbspbeaemben
Clevel and, Cuyahoga Cowmtundedh8 ot i ndes grbémceaidvt eodni
ificate of natur al i zatbioodny @ar tCa,mpl Grme ennoet,
enburg County, North Klagade nghow Jdhne P.[cHshtithde of@
assigned to the 20th KGosmpeasnyand4hh gSRefgo rmealtl,
Service Mechani cs. He served in i i
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A machi ng®@umunseargd ) woundedi shredtt ibmesast i s

-once would be enough to ma&rt iaonyeodu;n gc Imase stthi n& thiwis
about returning to battle.Brakerg Medanlo fiod dioowvaetdi dry
region he served i n, Eastelrndondelti eeren her i pewbaps
Western Front. Regardless, waumdchiave dermncriew edresw it
of entire units during an aasallsts.ued. I woul d al so
From his greeting we

Steve was just shy of 28

ment (1917). Sadly, we are rnmnt 19uUnrme

and made it back home to himarfamidl ya. Hungarian girl,
On close inspection of esbasgeavhos eedtli osnesr veefd tihne
graph, we can see thes ddolWoanrt di wwar mad hi mendgurenenr neo
insignia (silver colour -fariestherTheanls)t bDéat threimypg
headed dragon breathing

Stephen. A very apropos sFenbbrodartyo 2r5é¢ fhr,e 2@01R2tl , t headep
death and destruction withilm t1®&3 sée&dwar d oal sfoi r-mbarir
weapon system. He s(tkaStpels8brdtan ildara maoar pofTaley had

I Ganmake out any stars onUnhitsedc Bltlagrest &Albsny . whiRefl e
mean he was not, back in 1MdMi nwheedh mée opi cat up @r twiasn

TOTH FAMI LY COLLECTI ON TOTH FAMI LY COLL
Left: Steve Toth (Mawy3ei3me, H&d®ceullp@teitlé Iwont h a Co
Cali ber revolver, holstered on his righ hip. Ri g
Camp Cl aiborne, Loui si ana. He has earn

and hand grenade bars as well as t

i
a
he

t
ed the Exp
Sharpshoot e
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MORIAL

wed Forces
1 the ), »
f America — TOTH FAMILY COLLECTI ON

Left: Edward Tot h-meatbe84f yea
of the American Legion et er

Above: E d wa rAdneTratchan Legi o un
On the left side is the AmMeri c
home state of Ohio embroi dler eoc
side features the number o hi
of Brecksville) and is furfither
of the Philippine Scoutsf@and
Division. Also included i a
I nfantryman Badge and a small

TOTH FAMI LY COLLECTI ON

me bearing on the | HMHPSATf fle

SO @ rBadoftfheceop Cameuvaimay ) )ff o |
take part in a short tour iwiftamt t hepIMaitldomagquwadc | | eFaderecre
Observers (MFO) in the Sinasiecomdarge (NCOIC) of the fect
Steven r éHheewibreg sj:ust been AFbtmougd mp $écsiton | earmed
Il i eutenant itm 1OGth UMGuntAaimyodDcegrei oh, hawd | was goi n( to
serving asGmynbabtayi onmortani tp|] at oolnr ildegpedetrhe gap bell wee
I never i magined | would féommanwydel fAsnltheoMeddhe East
quickl vy, but this is exacthgdwbpeei i owwolullyl whko foe amdlitk tma
between January and July ofday9%9%.rri son operations i Cc he
Ou i ni-up adertircad nwent wel IPolbwete asnivwe weotwaldlodehavell was
t o the mi s.gbong UBe Batut aldoomt i 8BATTHUNCON) and call | ed
wanted me to fherowohhedbeeytweldemsheqd FMPU) . Unfortunatelly, b
several of the forces thatemaketbhpytwersmi ssheprguentfbgtuono
as time got closer, I woul offitmeé tohihers amtiitmentaswalsa s heanf

more than just the USBATT. di scover.
Luckily my commaoadeandawhi Beeddemgl Yo bridge this galp ar
from my primary position acsn Molre arri gPhltatfoooont Lwiatdhe ra td@o minc

mo st trusted position of Pndttoltciod wafsf iwcheern, | hadv iso g vighread
the |l ast unit failed to selaecntamehi sAs nidi we du-ad bweslpld ,uft @ladt
removing him. This positio8zawul dheseiwsetantlay | gmche@i fhr
many issue resolutions (befmereea itnlge yang wtl dh & ati eech)d.. I eal

Understanding that | was taaigT®@THbor BleotBandyeoru vedtde kKnagvg an
|l ess about protocol t han facgchutrirnegnc eanld wadtadc hed wplud W & @ty
smal | staff of three (a Pobtiocet INCR@et drThey ,h gawnd Peu b

5
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PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF STEVEN TOTH
" L - -\ .

everyone was cal ing
more i mportantly, they
more than just
t he

choose which allies

Above: Challenge coin 5
Bel ow: First Lieutenant
Captain F¢lop (who wears
uni for m,
pattern, developed for

Above: First Lieutenant Steven Toth during peri meter
security check at the South Camp beach entrance,
i nai (Multinational Force and Observers tour).

j obs, and agwdrp 8isnvietsed I me itno their
educated them and my Commander , keeping
about matters he had little time for,
detri mental to a successful mi ssion i f | eft
Though | was only a staff officer (1st
t he USBATT commander (a Lt. Colonel ), HUNCON
me as if | were in charge. And although it wg
d empowering, | wasn& going to abuse this wunique
i-tli omoul d use it to rebuild the bridges that were
by the previous units.
remember t he mo me nt when I knew | wa s truly
comed and accepted. Maj or Szab:- was introducing m
siecaommda n d Captain F¢glop, and he |l ooked back
me a dMh aas kdeod :t ho®vy t balut ybufiking
meant in a professiMpnal environment, I answer ed:
name is Steve,oWuth myhifsami ly call me Pista.
both smil ed® wadgbpdahdngaiidan
shared as many other Hungarian memories | coul
(mostly food related) and stories from my gra
our family&hesadory in Hungary. By the da

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF STEVEN TOTH
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