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     We have received excellent news from our Honorary President, Lt. General Dr. 

Holló.  After discussions with Dr. Imre Szekeres, the Hungarian Minister of Defence, it 

has been decided that George Hennessyôs father Bandi (see the Magyar Front, Winter 

2009), will be awarded the Honv®delem®rt Kit¿ntetŖ C²m, or National Defence Cross of 

Merit, for his role in protecting the lives of many of his fellow Hungarians.  I am very 

grateful for the progressive kindness and generosity of General Holló and Dr. Szekeres; 

and as I am sure you all are, I am very proud of Mr. Hennessy.   

     On another note of pride and gratitude, I would like to mention the recent work of 

Sergey Slakaev ï now our IHMHPS Russian Federation Vice-President.  Sergey is a 

very keen and capable enthusiast, and spends considerable time studying Hungarian 

military history in Siberia, where he currently resides.  We have had many discussions 

about the difficulty in finding accessible material on the subject in English (and in   

Russian), and he is among 

many people around the 

world who have found our 

website and publications 

useful. 

     He has told me of many 

Russians who are also     

interested (and has even 

mentioned a Second World 

War Hungarian army re-

enactment group in Russia), 

but who do not speak either 

English or Hungarian. 

    Because of this, Sergey 

recently has taken it upon 

himself, on his own initia-

tive, to translate entire issues 

of the  Magyar Front into 

Russian (which will soon be 

available on our website). 

     Sergeyôs work is truly 

inspirational, and it is also 

remarkably refreshing assur-

ance of our movement     

forward, and of international 

friendship and camaraderie.  

He has also made himself 

available to answer any   

Russian language inquiries.  

Thank you Sergey! 
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Membership in the 
International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society is $40.00 annually, 
and includes both the Magyar Front and 
the New Hungarian Voice periodicals. 

 

The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Front-Line 
Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until the 
end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 

Our Cover: 

     The original photograph reproduced on our cover bears the simple inscription 

ñJ·zsef 1937ò on its reverse, and the veteran remains unidentified. We can tell,        

however, that he was a former officer, and at the time the picture was taken, he had a 

leadership role in the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association. 

     The white backing to the cross-strap of his belt denotes that he held a position within 

the national leadership.  His helmet badge still has a dark coloured background, most 

probably red, which indicates leadership at a local level.  It may be that at the time, he 

had not yet updated the insignia on his helmet.  The spray of oak leaves that decorate 

the side of his headgear is traditionally worn by Hungarian frontline soldiers. 

     He has been awarded the Imperial Austrian Order of Franz Joseph, Knightôs Cross 

on War Ribbon (most likely with swords); two Military Merit Medals on War Ribbons 

(most likely Silver and Bronze); Red Cross Badge of Honour, II Class with War    

Decoration; Emperor Charlesô Troopsô Cross; Medal for the Wounded; Hungarian 

World War I Commemorative Medal with Swords and Helmet; 1908 Military Jubilee 

Cross; and the 1912-1913 Commemorative Cross.  The last two medals are unidentified. 
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     The ñfelt helmetò of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô 

Association is a unique type of military headgear that clearly 

identifies the Hungarian veteran of bygone days.  This    

ubiquitous item of kit was a standard part of the frontharcos 

uniform, and although a traditional field cap was also worn 

by veterans for everyday use, the helmet came to symbolize 

the Hungarian ex-servicemen of the interwar and World War 

II period. 

     It was modelled after the steel helmet of the First 

World War, and either purposely designed, or because of 

manufacturing challenges, the felt helmet ended up 

taking on a somewhat more streamlined appear-

ance ï the sharp lines and ventilation lugs 

of its predecessor were omitted, and it bore 

decoration traditionally used on softer head-

wear.  Today, some people find its appearance 

odd ï almost reminiscent of civilian felt hats, 

however, to the discriminating enthusiast, it is clear 

that it represents nothing other than a frontline, combat    

helmet.  The sentiment that influenced its design and accep-

tance by the veterans is quite poignant, as it represents a time 

when the material it was made from no longer needed to 

ward off shrapnel, yet it was an extremely effective and visi-

ble tribute to the Hungarian soldier. 

     Initially, the design of the associationôs headgear was 

debated, and the question of what the members would 

wear remained unanswered until 1932.  Until that point, 

veterans who joined the early movement wore their 

former World War I caps, or had new ones privately 

made.  Hunting hats ï the green felt ñalpine hatsò or 

fedoras, were also popular. 

     One of the first official mentions of the headgear 

question is found in the December 1, 1931 issue 

of the Magyar Front, and states that the question 

of whether a cap or a hat will be used had not yet 

been resolved by the committee looking into 

the matter. In March of 1932, it was        

decided, for the purpose of uniformity, that 

the official hat should be a ñgreen felt    

hunting hat, decorated with khaki cords, the 

associationôs badge and provided with a chin strap.ò 

     The March 28, 1933 issue of the Magyar Front           

announced a new type of headgear.  A green felt hat in the 

shape of a helmet, rather than the hunting variety.  Members 

were allowed to wear the old hunting hat until it needed to be 

Rfc Dpmlrjglc Dgefrcpªq Dcjr Fcjkcr 
`w Ncrcp Axgli _lb Bp, ?hrmlw Tgpöef 

Felt helmet of a local 

leader of the Frontline 

Fightersô Association who 

was an officer during the 

First World War  

Felt helmet of a national 

leader of the Frontline 

Fightersô Association who 

was an officer during the 

First World War  
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replaced, or, it could be re-formed into the helmet shape. 

     The new helmet was made of very hard, thick moss-green 

pressed-felt.  A green-painted 7mm metal eyelet was placed 

in the middle of each side for ventilation, and the edges of 

the helmetôs brim were folded under and sewn.  The interiors 

were very simple, as the headgear was quite light.  A simple 

leather sweatband was its only lining, and it was stitched 

directly to the inside of the crown.  Between the sweatband 

and the inside of the helmet, on either side, a two-piece chin-

strap and metal buckle was fixed, and was meant to be worn 

correctly done-up at all times. 

     The most commonly encountered manufacturer of the felt 

helmets was the firm of Poll§k.  Known as the Istv§n Poll§k 

hat factory, the ownersô later ñHungarianizedò their surname 

to P§zm§nyi (the company was also known as the P§zm§nyi 

Brothers) by 1938.  Pictured top left is the paper label from 

the helmet featured in the upper half of page three.   

     The second and third images are from the sweatband of 

the helmet pictured on the lower half of page three.  The 

manufacturer is not known, however, one side of the band is 

stamped Amerikai §ruh§z - Miskolc (American Department 

Store - Miskolc).  It has always been quite common for   

larger retailers to have their own logos added.  The other side 

of the band is stamped with tiszta nyulszŖr (pure rabbit-fur 

felt).  Finally, at bottom left, is another helmetôs sweatband 

which displays an embossed variant of the Poll§k company 

logo. Many stores and military outfitters carried veteranôs 

felt  helmets, and it is unclear as to how many companies 

actually manufactured them.  It is possible that Poll§k may 

have been the main, or perhaps even the sole maker, as this 

logo also bears the words minta v®dve, meaning that the  

design is protected. 

     The outside of the helmet was decorated with a double 

row of 5mm moss-green twisted cord, which came together 

on the left side ï one end of the doubled cord ending in a 

kind of coil or rosette, and the other in two braided represen-

tations of acorns.  Although this is the only type of cord  

configuration seen on original examples and in photographs, 

early regulations prescribe: ñfor parades, section leaders 

would have one gold hat cord, company leaders two, and the 

highest national leaders three.  The national leaders were also 

meant to have white underlay under the cords, while local 

leaders would have red underlay.ò  It is clear, however, that 

of these early plans, the only one actually used was the white 

underlay, and that seems to have been only worn by the   

organisationôs national leader, Count v. Tak§ch-Tolvay. 

     The badge of the Frontline Fightersô Association was to 

be worn in the front and centre of the helmet.  The 26mm x 

40mm insignia was a silver coloured, stamped badge manu-

factured by the Berán firm.  Coloured felt and metallic    

soutache (interestingly, a word of Hungarian origin ï sújtás) 

braid was to be fixed under the helmet badge.  The original 

regulations were: white with gold braid for the national   

leadership; red with gold braid for local leadership; plain 

grass green for regular members; and cornflower blue, also 

without braid, for Új Front members. 
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below: Another version of the 

post-1937 P§zm§nyi Brothers 

hat factory logo embossed into 

the sweatband. 

right: Small metal oval 

initials (in this case for 

Dr. Ullein-Reviczky Antal), 

attached to the helmetôs 

sweatband, ensured that 

a memberôs headgear 

was easily identified. 

right: The diamond-shaped label from 

Dr. Ullein-Reviczkyôs felt helmet. 

above: Three comrades pose for the camera: 

The veteran on the left wears the old style hunting 

hat with association badge, while the man on 

the right sports the new, stiff felt helmet. 

right: The helmet worn by the 

Frontline Fightersô Associationôs 

second-in-command, 

Dr. Antal Ullein -Reviczky. 

(courtesy of Lovice Ullein-Reviczky, 

photos by Dr. Gergely Sallay) 
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above: Front view of a standard Frontline Fightersô Association felt helmet bearing the 

organisationôs insignia, which is backed by red felt underlay denoting a position of local leadership.  

The silver braid surrounding it denotes former NCO status. 

above: The Đj Front helmet badge with 

its prescribed cornflower blue underlay 
 

below: An original 

specimen of the Đj Front insignia 

Badges are shown actual size.  Illustrations by Peter Czink 

Prongs, lugs, or safety-pin type fasteners 

were fixed to the reverse of the badges for 

attachment to the helmet.   Some insignia 

had holes drilled in the corners so they 

could be sewn on. 

All Frontline Fightersô Association helmet 

badges were silver coloured, regardless of  

the wearerôs rank.  The rank braid was 

sewn to the felt underlay, which was then 

also stitched to the helmet. 

Insignia of a former 

NCO holding a position of local 

leadership 

Insignia of a regular 

member and other ranks 

veteran 

The 
Felt Helmet 

and its 
Insignia 
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Frontline Fightersô Association national leaderôs helmet and badge. 

The only member of the organization who wore the unique white band 

under the helmet cords was Count J·zsef v. Tak§ch-Tolvay. 

Local leaderôs helmet and badge.  In this case, the rank of former 

NCO is indicated by the silver braid surrounding the helmet badge. 

A spray of oak leaves were worn when on parade. 

Regular memberôs helmet and badge. 

Other ranks wore khaki braid around their helmet badges. 
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A 5 

Company Officerôs Badge 

Csapattiszti jelv®ny 

Military and armoured vehicle identification insignia 

Harc ®s p§nc®lg®pkocsi fels®gjelv®nye 

Parachute Troopsô Badge 

EjtŖernyŖs csapatjelv®ny 

Border Troopsô uniform insignia 

Hat§rvad§sz zubbonyjelv®ny 

E V-XI  1-8 

V-XI  1-8 K 

V-XI  



BRANCH-OF-SERVICE COLOURS - HAJTčKASZINEK 

STAFF ENGINEERS 

HADIMţSZAKI T¥RZSKAR 
GENERAL STAFF  

VEZ£RKAR 

VIII  VIII  

GENERALS 

TĆBORNOKOK 

IV  

H 

INFANTRY - GYALOGSĆG 

grass green - fŤzºld 
(including Rifles, Parachute, Mountain and Border Troops) 

ARTILLERY - TţZ£RS£G 

scarlet red - skarl§tvºrºs 

ENGINEERS - MţSZAKI CSAPATOK 

steel green - ac®lzºld 

ñRAPIDò (MOTORIZED) TROOPS - GYORSFEGYVERNEM 

cornflower blue - buzavir§gk®k 
(including Armoured, Motorised Rifles, Bicycle and Cavalry Troops) 

A FEW MORE COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED BRANCH -OF-SERVICE COLOURS 
 

coffee brown - Railway Troops  k§v®barna - Vonatcsapat 

rust brown - Supply Troops  rozsdabarna - Élelmezési csapat 

black - Medical Troops, Military Clergy*, Doctors* and Air Force officers*, NCOs and other ranks 

fekete - Eg®szs®g¿gyi csapat, t§bori lelk®szek*, orvosok*, L®gierŖk (csapat) leg®nys®g, tisztek* 

madder red - Military Judges*  buzérvörös - Hadbírák* 

cherry red - Military Engineers*  meggyvºrºs - Hadm®rnºkºk*  

carmine red - Commissaries*, Military Economics officers  karminvörös - Hadbiztosok*, honvéd gazdászati tisztek 

dark blue - Military Veterinarians*  sötétkék - Honvéd állatorvosok* 
 

*Rank insignia was made of velvet, rather than wool 

scarlet red 

skarl§tvºrºs 
black velvet on scarlet red 

skarl§tvºrºs alapon fekete b§rsony 

light brown velvet on scarlet red 

skarl§tvºrºs alapon vil§gos 

barna b§rsony 
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Two ads from the Magyar Front.  The one at left is 

From 1937.VIII.1. and at right, 1938.V.1.  They are both 

from the same company, but in 1937 it was still known as 

the Istv§n Poll§k hat factory.  By 1938, the proprietorôs 

name was ñHungarianizedò - a popular custom at the time.  

The earlier one advertises a ñwaterproof, hard felt helmet 

that keeps its shape.ò  The price includes the appropriate 

badge underlay for each customer.  There is a new sale 

price in the second ad, however, they still offer to ship 

helmets for free, a half a dozen at a time, 

to Hungarian village addresses. 

Many retail military outfitters carried  

veteranôs association felt helmets, 

along with other uniform items and 

equipment.  At left is an advertisement 

from the M§rer company which 

appeared in the 1939.I.15. issue of the 

Magyar Front.  The sisak (helmet) cost 

almost four time the price of the field cap. 


