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A note from the Editor

Historical artefacts and family heirlooms often remain hidden from the public. Many
people overlook the importance of such things, and | have met a great number of collec-
tors who keep their treasures hidden away. | am very proud of the fact that the IHMHPS
encourages its members to share their experiences and discoveries, and that we hav
presented, through thiglagyar Frontand by other means, a great deal of formerly
unknown and enigmatic material.

IHMHPS member Péter Orincsay is already well known for his photographic skills,
and for this issue, marking the 70th anniversary of the Southern Hungarian Campaign,
Péter shares both his beloved family pictures (ones his grandfather took during the
campaign) and a significant part of his treasured military photograph collection (a series
of neverbefore published images) with us.

Péter Orincsay was born in 1975 in Varnamo, Sweden, to Hungarian parents. He
grew up immersed in his ancestral language and heritage, and as an adult he fell in love
with photography and history, eventually making documentary photography his
profession and passion. While in the Swedish Army, he served as a documentary
photographer on several peacekeeping missions in the former Yugoslavia, and also
worked as a freelance photographer in the Balkans.

Péter recallst My f at her told stories from his
after the war, and my grandfather would tell his stories of the Don River. One day, my
father gave me a box of old negatives of his childhood photos to develop. As | looked
through them, | realized that some were older than the 1950s, and that many were of
mi | i t ar yHesknrew that is grandfather had served during the Second World
War, and as he watched the prints develop he realised how much he wanted to learn
more about the subject.

His grandfather, L&szl6 Orincsay grew up and lived in Budapest, attending the
Kolcsey High School. In 1934 he enrolled at the Ludovika Military academy and
graduated on the 20th of August, 1934e was first stationed in the southern town of
Szeged, were he would serve throughout his military career. During 1940, he took part
of the Transylvania campaign and was promoted to first lieutenant. The following year,
he took part in the Southern Hungari an
Laudi so Bronze Medal of Merit with Sword

In the spring of 1942, he volunteered for service on the Eastern Front. He was on the
frontline with the Hungarian Second Army, posted with the 31/Il company, between the
towns of Uryv and Ostrogozhsk, outside the small village of Korotoysfker the
Soviet breakthrough in January 1943, the retreat started for the battered Hungarian
army. Upon his return in May of 1943, he was promoted to captain and awarded his
second ASignum Laudiso Silver Medal of I
took part in the defence of TraDmnubia as the Red Army pushed through Hungary.

In the spring of 1945, he left the country with his unit and surrendered to the British
Army in the border areas of Austria and Italy. His family went with him, and since
L&szlé spoke English fluently, he worked as a liaison oftie#ween Hungarian POWs

and the British Army authorities. Upon his release, he decided to return to Hungary with
his family, but when he arrived in Szeged, he was immediately incarcerated and put
under investigation by the new Hungarian government, and spent almost a year in
custody before being released. He was also stripped of his military rank and dismissed
from the army.

He lived quietly with his family, but never gave up his fondness for his military
career- and wore his Ludovika Academy ring all his life. On the 30th of June, 1992, he
was rehabilitated as a Hungarian military officer and promoted to the rank of major.
Laszlé Orincsay passed away on the 21st of January, 1995.

His dedicated grandson keeps his memory afive:n t he years after
death, | worked with his negatives and made a visit to the military museum in Budapest
in the summer of 1998 with a small box of the prints, not knowing what the reaction
would be. To my great surprise, | was very well received and learned the unique value
of the images | was told about the Délvidék campaign and how rare the documentation
of itis. |then decided to do my best to learn the history behind the photographs and not
let them disappear. | began to search through the books | had in my library and through
the internet, which brought me in contact with people who helped and inspired me to

research and | earn more about al | Ptcge de
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The Road to Reclaiming
Southern Hungary

AN

ORINCSAY COLLECTION
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Following the signing of the Treaty of Trianon on the 4th of June, 1920, Hungary lost 71.4% of its territory and 63
its population. That meant overtwohi r ds of the countryds territory fel
overnight, become foreign citizens. The after effects of this national trauma can still be felt today.

From the 1920s, the Hungarian economy and industry steadily grew under Prime Minister Count Istvan Bethlen.
gained membership in the League of Nations in 1922,
revisionist hopes.

The Great Depression in the 1930s shifted Hungarian politics closer to an increasingly powerful Germany. Forj
Hungary profited handsomely, as Gyula Gémbos (Prime Minister from 1932) signed a trade agreement with Germ
i mproved Hungaryédés economy but made the country dep
grew in military strength and international influence, plus they reclaimed their lost territories in Saarland in 1935 aff
turned towards Austria. As Austria was annexed to the Germany on the 12th of March, 1938, and became part of
Reich, Hungary turned to Germany and ltaly for help reclaiming the territories lost in 1920.

The First Vienna Award, signed on November 2nd, 1938, gave Hungary back lost territories in largelypdagiated
areas of Southern Slovakia and Southern Carpathian Rus from Czechoslovakia. The Second Vienna Award, signed
30th, 1940, returned the territory of Northern Transylvania from Romania. As a result of the award, Hungary regaineg
kmz of its lost territories.

The thought of revision in the south had been ongoing for a long while by this time. Hungarian Minister of Foreign
Count Pal Teleki had signed a raggression pact and Treaty of Eternal Friendship with Yugoslavia on the 12
December, 1940 the agreement was that Hungary would not use military force concerning the territorial clain
Yugosl avi a. On the 25th of March, 1941, Yugosl avian

Continued on page 5..
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A 39M Csaba Armoured Car outside the village of Kula.




