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A note from the Editor 
     Our first 2014-2018 project has been completed successfully - General Bauerôs    

memorial has been beautifully restored.  Many of you have already seen the photos and 

videos online, and you can visit the Hungarian Defence Forcesô website at 

www.honvedelem.hu for the official coverage (search ñBauerò). On the opposite  

page are some of the highlights.  These centenary years give us all the opportunity to 

focus on an aspect of World War I history which interests us the most, and with a little 

extra  effort we can truly achieve great things. 

     UK VP Jack Keir has shared some of his experiences in his ñAustro-Hungarian  

Travelogueò - and I think youôll find his observations very useful if you also plan to 

visit some of the places which are so significant to Austro-Hungarian military history. 

     Our feature article is an overview of the ranks of the Frontline-Fightersô Association, 

focusing on the collar and shoulder insignia.  This is another first for the IHMHPS and 

the Magyar Front - no one in Hungary or the rest of the world has written about this 

subject or has comprehensively identified these badges or documented this system of 

rank insignia.  This article will help historians and military history enthusiasts correctly 

identify the positions of members of this historically important organization. 

     I am also very pleased to announce that the English edition of German War - Russian 

Peace is now available.  It was originally written in French by the Co-President of the 

Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association, Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky, and now has 

been translated by his daughter, IHMHPS lifetime member Lovice Ullein-Reviczky.      

I highly recommend it, and I am certain you will find yourself even more connected to 

our shared history after reading it.  
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1: General Bauer Project Leader Ćkos B²r· 
 

2: Hungarian Defence Forces Field Rabbi Yoel Totha 

(left, with papers) and L§szl· Fekete, Chief Cantor 

of the Doh§ny Street Synagogue (centre). 
 

3: Historical re-enactor wearing World War I 

uniform holds General Bauerôs sword. 

General Bauer Monument Restored 

Mission Accomplished: 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4: Hungarian Defence Forces honour guard by 

the monument, and historical re-enactor Bal§zs 

J§sdi stands in the foreground. 
 

5: Wreaths from the Hungarian Defence 

Ministry and the IHMHPS. 

Unveiling General Bauerôs refurbished monument - May 26th, 2014 
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our leader to the guru of ODMs, Gergely Sallay who has 

become a firm friend and who I have had the pleasure of 

meeting on every trip to Budapest since for a day out at plac-

es of interest (and often a root around the Ecseri market, 

which is really just an excuse for a breakfast l§ngos).          

As well as his encyclopaedic knowledge of ODMs he knows 

where all the good cake shops are.  A visit to his office also 

allowed me to meet Dr. Ćgnes Makai, the co-author of 

Kereszt, £rem, Csillag (the well-known book on Hungarian 

orders, decorations and medals).  On one trip we paid a visit 

to Magyarnandor-Kelecs®ny to call upon IHMHPS member 

Lovice Ullein-Reviczky to photograph her late fatherôs 

ODMs, and where we were also privileged to see a variety of 

diplomatic documents from the extensive archives of the 

Antal Ullein-Reviczky Foundation. 

     Anyway, I started my trail at the beginning - by visiting 

Sarajevo in 2011 where the chain of events which led to the 

outbreak of war began. Notwithstanding the fact that       

Bosnia-Herzegovina is a basket-case in terms of its          

government and economy, and remains in many respects still 

divided, it is one of the safest cities in Europe. The people 

are lovely and friendly, at least to tourists.  Lying as it does 

in a valley, the history of the city is easily traced by a long 

walk.  From the earliest surviving parts in the east which date 

to the 15th century, the Ottoman gives way to the KuK to art 

deco to the socialist - culminating in the airport in the west.  

The diverse cultures which made the city can be found   

within a short stroll where the main mosque, orthodox     

cathedral, Roman Catholic cathedral and main synagogue are 

within a stoneôs throw of one another.  One can partake of 

the most delicious cevapi or other Turkish style food, the 

cooking smells of which pervade the old town, then take a 

digestive wander for coffee and cake in a caf® which would 

stand up well to any in Budapest or Vienna ï I did a lot of 

walking.  Many tours are available which demonstrate the 

     I began my World War I commemoration early. I saw it 

coming, and finding crowds disagreeable and possessed of a 

certain diffidence that discourages me from following one,    

I have now almost completed my own little trail of some 

significant points which lead up to those cataclysmic events.  

The trail happily coincided with another, albeit vaguer plan 

to visit the principal parts of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 

the successor states (and the successor states of the successor 

states).  In present circumstances Eastern Ruthenia may have 

to wait!  These two quests have had the happy consequence 

of allowing me to meet a number of our members in Europe.  

While the latter has proved that this is the very best          

International Hungarian Military History Preservation     

Society in the world, it has instilled a sense of inadequacy in 

me as a mere bling-seduced amateur. 

     I have visited Budapest and Vienna many times before 

but it is only in these last three years that I have started to 

meet more of our people.  I must acknowledge the helping, if 

not guiding, hand of our own IHMHPS president.  It must be 

over fifteen years now that sitting at my first steam-powered 

computer, I purchased a facsimile Signum Laudis from him 

through Ebay. On completing the purchase I added a wee 

message mentioning that Vancouver and Budapest were my 

two favourite cities. He replied, we started chatting and   

before long he had me writing an article for New Hungarian 

Voice.  On my next visit to Vancouver I met up with him, the 

lovely Lorraine and the well-pampered Mazsola.  Peter has 

become, as he has to many of us, a real friend who has truly 

enriched me and much enhanced my frequent visits to     

Central Europe by his contacts with fascinating people there. 

     My first exposure to a significant person was when I met 

the great (IHMHPS Hungary VP) P®ter Laborc.  It was 2001, 

and an arrangement was made to meet him at a militaria 

show in an outlying part of Budapest.  The language barrier 

was solved by enlisting an English speaking chap who kindly 

showed me around.  Some years later I was introduced by 

by Jack Keir 

My Austro-Hungarian Travelogue 

Continued on page 14... 

JACK KEIR PHOTO 
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     The Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association was a  

paramilitary organization which had its own unique system 

of ranks and rank insignia.  It was funded privately for the 

most part, so the leaders and organizers werenôt able to put 

as much effort into things like regulation manuals or uniform 

and insignia charts, like those that were published for the 

Hungarian military.  Veterans also had to provide their own 

uniforms, so a lot of variation is encountered ï the insignia 

too, was often the product of cottage industry, and therefore 

there isnôt the same standardization that we have become 

accustomed to when dealing with most militaria. 

     To date, only a few, very simple references to the associa-

tionôs uniform and insignia regulations have come to light.  

Their almanacs contain a great many membersô photographs 

and thumbnail biographies which help us determine their 

former ranks and positions within the organization, however, 

Above - shoulder cords denoting a 
Frontline Fightersô Association memberôs 
former military rank (from left to right): 
Officer, Senior NCO, NCO and other ranks. 

 

Below:  Other ranks shoulder cord 
and button, shown actual size. 

Rank Insignia of the 

Hungarian Frontline 

Dgefrcpqª ?qqmag_rgml 
Article and illustrations by Peter Czink 

CZINK COLLECTION 

CZINK COLLECTION / WEIDEMAN PHOTO 
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were generally the brown composition type found on       

veteransô association garments. 

     To distinguish members who held elected positions of 

leadership within the organization, these cords were to be 

worn on both shoulders for the duration of their time in   

office. 

     Uniform regulations, which included this description, 

were published again in the 1938 almanac A Magyar     

Frontharcos Mozgalom on pages 61 and 62. They were   

published again with minor changes in 1941 in the         

Frontharcos £vkºnyv on pages 212 to 215, and again in the 

same publication of the following year.  One of the changes 

related to the rank insignia was that the shoulder cord for 

other ranks was to be ñkhaki with a khaki slider.ò 

     Even in the earlier almanacs and photos from the 1930s, 

some members also wear white triangular-shaped collar 

patches, bordered by soutache braid and decorated with the 

same rosette buttons as worn with the shoulder cords.  One 

known example of a uniform with this insignia exists,     

however, there is also photographic evidence of similar   

collar patches of a dark colour, most likely red. When      

encountered in period photos, these members always wear 

shoulder cords on both shoulders, and are often referred to as 

ñchapter leaders, deputies, or members and officers of a 

chapterôs leadership.ò   

personal portraits were still somewhat rare in the inter-war 

period, and often new biographical information would     

accompany an old photo ï some one listed as a ñchapter 

leaderò may still be pictured in the uniform he had tailored 

when he joined the organization. 

     Known references to uniform regulations regarding the 

system of ranks and positions are in text only, and            

descriptions of later collar and shoulder insignia have never 

been encountered to date. 

     The earliest overview of rank insignia is in a description 

of the frontharcos uniform in the March 1st, 1934 issue of 

the Magyar Front (the original newspaper of the Frontline  

Fightersô Association).  It states that a memberôs former rank 

is denoted by a shoulder decoration, made from 4mm cord, 

twisted and doubled, with a ñsliderò positioned in the middle.  

This shoulder cord was to be worn ñon the right shoulder of 

the uniform tunic, one end sewn into the shoulder seam and 

the other looped around a button near the collar.ò  Officers 

and officer candidates wore a gold shoulder cord, gold slider, 

and gold rosette button.  Senior NCOs wore a silver shoulder 

cord, gold slider, and silver rosette button, while junior 

NCOs wore a silver shoulder cord, silver slider, and silver 

rosette button.  A green shoulder cord, green slider, and plain 

green button was for other ranks. The 20mm rosette buttons 

were the type used on Austro-Hungarian uniforms and    

Horthy-era dress tunics. The plain buttons for other ranks 

Images from the post-1941 almanac 

Frontharcos Eszme Szolg§lat§ban 
 

Left: 

Reserve Lt. Dr. S§ndor Fr§ter, 

a very active leader of the 

Frontline Fightersô Association 

since the early years, wears 

the white triangular collar insignia 

generally used to distinguish 

the leadership of local chapters. 
 

Right: 

Reserve Lt. L§szl· Zsuffa, 

an auditor within the organization, 

wears the same insignia which is 

clearly a dark colour in this portrait.  

This insignia is most likely red, 

however, its exact meaning 

is currently unknown. 
 

Below: 

Illustrations of the 

ñchapter leadersô 

collar insignia 

Continued on page 8... 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY PETER CZINK 
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The gold twisted cord with gold ñsliderò 

and gold rosette button tell us that this 

gabardine Frontline Fightersô Association 

uniform tunic belonged to a former officer. 
 

(These cords are on both of the 

shoulders of the tunic pictured)  

 

The triangular white wool collar-patch, 

edged in gold soutache braid also features 

a gold rosette button and signifies that this 

member held an important position of 

leadership within the organization - most 

likely with the title of ñchapter leader.ò 
 

(Shown actual size) 

CZINK COLLECTION / WEIDEMAN PHOTO 


