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The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Frontline 
Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until 
the end of the Second World War. 

    This issue of the Magyar Front has a nice assortment of articles which, I am sure,  

will appeal to our readers.  I am always especially excited when I can feature real people 

ï those who make the study and understanding of our history possible. The past is    

peopled with heroes and shapers of the Hungarian future, but without the exemplary and 

dedicated people of today, they would be utterly forgotten. 

     Every one of us has stories of frustration and disappointment when it comes to  

reaching out for help or service ï whether itôs physically at a shop or the bank; or after 

endless and discouraging conversations with your internet service provider.  Often when 

dealing with large institutions, it seems that finding someone diligent and caring can be 

difficult.  Many people find official establishments a little intimidating as well - couple 

that with their language not being your native one, and you have a recipe for avoidance! 

     The stately and venerable Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum has  

always been a highlight for me whenever I have been to Budapest.  I have loved visiting 

such museums since childhood, however, I only deduced much later that public institu-

tions and their treasures are there ï for the public.  The physical limitations of any build-

ing, however, create situations where only a small percentage of collections can be put 

out on display while the rest remain in storage, patiently waiting for enthusiasts to take 

interest in them.  I am speaking of objects and artefacts ï inanimate items that require 

the human touch to bring them to life ï and to our attention. 

     Not everyone goes above and beyond the call of duty.  Perhaps itôs even quite rare 

these days ï so much so that when one is touched by anotherôs generosity and kind  

attention, we are left somewhat bewildered.  Regarding the Hungarian Military History 

Institute and Museum, two such people immediately come to my mind ï IHMHPS 

members Major Dr. Tam§s Baczoni and Dr. Gergely Sallay, the main focus of John 

Keirôs feature article.  These two gentlemen are no less than gurus where military 

history is concerned, but donôt let their titles intimidate you ï they are as helpful and 

kind to the beginner, as they are with the worldôs top experts.  Personally, I would have 

given up long ago if it werenôt for the likes of Tam§s and Gergely. 

     Speaking of inspiration ï for I believe itôs inspiration that drives anyone to make the 

world a better place - Jack Keir has once again gone out of his way to contribute to the 

understanding of our beloved hobbies and interests.  Most people I know would prefer 

an all-inclusive beach vacation to spending their holiday interviewing and working on 

Magyar Front articles (which come complete with a lengthy and painstaking editing 

process).  But the joy he has experienced in his behind the scenes journey is evident, 

and I am certain that our readers will be inspired to make their next museum visit a 

more in-depth one. 

     We are also treated to another military sculpture-related article by Dr. L§szl· 

Proh§szka which showcases a very obscure and poignant kind of military service that is 

often forgotten. 

     And finally, another first for the Magyar Front ï more rare images of some of the 

spectacular prototype designs for the ñnew uniform projectò published for the very first 

time. P.Cz. 
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     1930s souvenir postcard from the Royal Hungarian War Museum. The ñroyal     

Hungarianò (magyar kir§lyi) prefix was dropped in 1945, when it became known as the 

Hungarian War Museum (Magyar Hadim¼zeum).  From September of 1946 to March of 

1947 it was renamed the Defence Forces Museum (Honv®d M¼zeum) and then it was 

changed to the War History Museum (Hadtºrt®neti M¼zeum). ñInstitutionò (int®zet)  

was added in the 1950s when the military history research department was added. 
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to certain stimulae.  But whether we look closely 

or pass by, the items displayed had to come 

from somewhere, be selected to be displayed, 

suitably described and set up and put on show.  

So how does all that come about? 

     In March 2016, as I follow an incremental 

Wagnerôs Ring cycle at the operah§z in Buda-

pest, and our ever caring editor not wishing me to 

become bored while I awaited Brunnhilde and the 

Valkyries to descend; set me the task of finding out.  

Naturally this could only be in cooperation with 

the Military History Institute and Museum and 

the help and assistance of our members Tam§s 

Baczoni and Gergely Sallay (and with a    

surprise intervention from Ćkos B²r·) - to all 

of whom I am very grateful.  So I donned my 

cub reporter outfit, armed myself with note-

book and sharpened pencils, and set off first of 

all to the uniform depository on Verseny Street 

near to the recently cleaned up and redeveloped Keleti 

Railway Station.  

     Tam§s Baczoni is a Major in the Hungarian Defence 

Forces and is Curator of the uniform collection at the       

museum.  His army career began in 1998, but not on any 

traditional career path. His entrance was specifically        

directed to museology and he has been in his current post for 

the past twelve years.  While Tam§s has two colleagues who 

are also based at the depository, their other duties often leave 

him in sole occupation of the top floor.  The uniform collec-

tion is perhaps a slightly misleading term as the collection 

for which he is responsible comprises of almost everything 

military personnel would wear or carry, short of weapons, 

     Where would we military history people be 

without good museums?  In particular - those of 

us with a love of Hungarian military history, 

where would we be without Kamil Aggh§zy 

and J§nos Gab§nyi, who had the foresight in 

1918 to seize the opportunity to start a nation-

al collection of military artefacts and docu-

ments as the Empire dissolved and Hungarian 

soldiers made their way home.  Their efforts and 

organisational ability is remarkable.  Where do you 

start - and how do you persuade the remnants of a 

defeated army in the midst of political and     

economic turmoil to cooperate with your enter-

prise?  As to the former, a good starting point 

was the acquisition of a place to put what you 

hoped to collect - the premises on ¦llŖi Street 

were commandeered as the initial depository.  

As to the latter we may never know, but it was 

sufficiently successful to enable the sound basis 

of what is now the Military History Institute and 

Museum in Buda to which they moved the collection 

in 1929  (at what was the N§ndor Barracks) and which 

opened as a museum in 1937. The depredations of war    

resulted in 70% or so of its collections being lost.  It almost 

makes one weep to think of the treasures destroyed or stolen 

despite quite heroic efforts to keep the collection safe.  For 

me it is a place to visit each time I am in Budapest. 

     Like everything else, museum exhibits and how they are 

displayed do not just appear from out of the ether.  We all go 

into museums, walk around, have a look, pay attention to 

some things and give a scant glance at others.  How an item 

is displayed may draw our attention or cause us to pass by 

depending on our individual interests or how we are attracted 

Inside the Military Museum 
by John Keir 

1930s museum brochure, 

and a souvenir pin from the 1970s. 

Above: Obverse and reverse of the Military History Institute and Museumôs Gold Medal. 

(pin shown 

actual size) 

CZINK COLLECTION 

LABORC COLLECTION 
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decorations and badges.  It is, like the rest of the museum, a 

collection of record, so every item whether produced as a 

prototype or introduced as an equipment item is collected 

systematically. After the museumôs original surviving      

artefacts were added to what has been collected since the end 

of the Second World War, this assemblage now consists of 

around 50,000 items. 

     Following my visit to Tam§s I made my way under the 

river by Metro to the Square formerly known as Moscow, 

now Sz®ll K§lm§n Square - another hive of activity in its 

redevelopment and what seems to be a major campaign to 

tart up the city.  After a quick lunch and a wander along to 

the National Gallery and past the restored and cleaned up 

former Supreme HQ building, I was held at bay along with 

many other tourist types pending the departure from the 

Presidential Palace of the visiting Polish Prime Minister in 

whose honour the city had been festooned with Polish flags. 

     Gergely Sallay works within the main Institute and     

Museum building at the North end of the Castle District of 

Buda.  Gergely has worked at the Museum for 15 years and 

is now Curator of the Numismatic Department and Head of 

the Documentation Department.  He is supported in his work 

by an assistant. The documentation position is mainly admin-

istrative and the numismatics post is the hands on work relat-

ing to the collection of orders, decorations, medals, badges 

and associated items.  As with the uniforms, all prototypes 
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WWI flag-shaped cap badges of some of the 
Imperial and Royal infantry regiments.  
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and issued pieces are submitted as examples for the collec-

tion, which now also extends to some 50,000 items. 

     How does the Museum obtain new items?  The museum 

will acquire an item in one of three ways. As already       

indicated, the museum is a repository for examples of all 

items issued by the Hungarian Defence Forces (Honv®ds®g) 

so items will be automatically sent direct from the Ministry 

or Army department responsible for its issue or design.  

Items can be purchased by the Museum itself although that is 

rare and would likely have to be an object of great signifi-

cance before a purchase would be considered. Far more   

frequently items will be donated by individuals or public or 

private bodies.  

     What happens when you wish to donate something to the 

museum?  You might think it would be pretty straightfor-

ward, however, were you to stop and have a think about it 

you would come to the conclusion that it really ought not to 

be for the sake of the integrity of the museum and its collec-

tion.  Fairly basic questions have to be addressed ï does the 

donor own or have title to donate the item and is the item 

genuine just to start with - and even if those are answered in 

the affirmative does the museum want the item? 

     Not long before my visit IHMHPS member Ćkos B²r·, a 

frequent donor, attended at the Museum and offered a small 

collection of First World War Allied Victory medals of 

which the Museum has very few examples.  For ease, and to 
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Hungarian general's service shako 
with its distinctive green feather plume. 
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