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I know that most military history enthusiasts, myself included, enjoy reading about
detailed accounts of battles and pouring over pictorials of impressive orders and
uniforms. I beg the reader’s pardon that this issue of the Magyar Front features only a
little booklet and a few fragile pieces of pulp paper.
Sometimes it’s the little things that touch us most, and although I have had the good
fortune to handle a great number of valuable military artifacts, the group of ephemera
featured on these pages represent a profound documentation of two World Wars and
their after-affects, a poignant cross-section of the participants, and a thought provoking
testament to a universal interest in realms beyond our own.
At a glance we have a complete lot of ephemera (items designed to be useful or
important for only a short time) that we really weren’t meant to see – a booklet and its
mailing wrapper along with two included slips of paper. The odds of this sort of thing
staying together for so long are slim. The booklet itself is eye-catching and features the
bold graphic design of the period, yet was inexpensively printed using only two colours.
It’s packed with visual delights, however, and would appeal to anyone interested in
traditional Hungarian motifs. For the military history buff, there are depictions of
warriors, Frontline Fighters, and martial symbolism.
The Roman Catholic will recognize many familiar and comforting images, and the
Hungarian faithful will proudly find some of their own nation’s saints represented here.
The original Hungarian text was somewhat mystifying to me (thank goodness for
Zsuzsanna Miskolczy’s help with the translation) – not only does it contain many
religious references that I am not familiar with, it is also written in a very flowery style
that might seem a little old-fashioned to modern believers. I have only paraphrased
enough of it for a general understanding of the contents because to me, this booklet
transcends one’s choice of faith or religion, as it documents humanity’s need to honour
those who came before us; to educate those who come after; and to acknowledge that
our existence has far greater meaning and significance.
For some time these items sat in my collection, and it was only recently that I learned
the fate of the Frontline Fighters’ Church. Gergely Sallay helped me with the translation
of the modern information, and eventually the details of this poignant story came to
light. I am sure that very few people today know about any of this, despite the fact that
it clearly was a big deal back in the 1940s - just imagine how much effort it took to get
as far as they did.
I must also thank Péter v. Laborc for his usual tireless help with the smallest period
details. And I hope you enjoy this obscure glimpse into a past so genuinely concerned
with its future.
P.Cz.
The newspaper clipping on the facing page was found at Hungaricana the Hungarian Cultural Heritage Portal (hungaricana.hu/en/):
“Our goal is to create an environment where everyone,
whether professional or amateur, can explore Hungary's, or even
their own history and culture in a clean and efficient way.”
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The Frontline Fighters’ Church
of Perpetual Adoration:

ISTVÁN HORVÁTH
COLLECTION

The Sanctuary That Never Was
by Peter Czink
There seems to be very little information available on the
Frontline Fighters’ Church of Perpetual Adoration, however,
an article entitled “A Church that Was Never Built,” written
by Hajnalka Sebestyén was found in the February 24th, 2011
(Volume 66, Number 46) edition of the Hungarian
newspaper Petőfi Népe. She refers to period postcards and
other sources (presumably our featured booklet included)
and uncovers some fascinating historical facts relating to the
Frontline Fighters’ Church.
Sebestyén reaches back further in time and tells us that
following a great earthquake in 1911, a church to commemorate the natural disaster was planned in Kecskemét. World
War I halted any progress, but in 1922 the idea was brought
to the forefront again. Local Benedictine Sister Benedikta
Balázs organised a committee to raise funds for the building
of a church in the Kecskemét district of Máriaváros, and
although 90,000 pengő was collected, rather than going
towards the new church, it was loaned for the building of a
Piarist grammar school. The sum was not reimbursed until
1942.
Some residents believed another church was unnecessary,
but things moved forward once interest was shown by the
members of the Kecskemét Frontline Fighters’ Association
to further the plan with their own Votive Church of Perpetual
Adoration and Gratitude. On August 15th, 1942, the
majority Catholic population of the town passed a resolution
to build the church using funds raised through donations.
The church was designed by well-known Hungarian

architect Gáspár Fábián. There was to be a crypt with twohundred niches for soldiers killed in action, two-hundred for
the founders of the church and prominent citizens, and fourhundred for other members of the congregation. There were
also plans for a community centre and even a soldier’s
cinema adjacent to the church. The city of Kecskemét
provided the land free of charge, and fundraising tickets were
made available – each for the price of a brick (1 pengő), and
donors were assured that they would be thanked each month
during the Holy Spirit mass.
The biggest shock I experienced while researching this
issue of the Magyar Front was the statement in this article
that construction on this church began in 1947 (two years
after the Frontline Fighters’ Association was officially
disbanded)! Unfortunately the work came to a halt in 1951
due to a lack of available buiding materials. 700,000 forints
had been invested in the construction by that time and six
metres of the building was already completed. As it sat
abandoned, much of the material on the site was stolen by
locals in need of supplies for their own dwellings.
According to Sebestyén, some sources claim that the sixmetre high walls were demolished in 1952 and that
eventually the Béke (Peace) Elementary School which stands
today was built in about the same spot. Interestingly, the
school has an exactly similar footprint to the Frontline
Fighters’ Church, and the lowest metre of the building looks
somewhat anomalous – perhaps the five metres below it
were originally meant for the church’s crypt.
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Above:
A 1960s photo of the Béke Elementary School,
6000 Kecskemét, Boldogasszony Square 7.
Left:
This slip of paper, dated May 22nd, 1943,
was included in the brochure package the note from Parish Priest Sándor Kovács
politely assures the recipient that the Church
Building Committee does not want to pester
or bother anyone, before pointing out the
importance of their project.
Potential donors are asked to read
over the brochure carefully and to share
it with other Hungarians.
They ask for your donation, however,
they would also be grateful for any
enthusiastic awareness raising.
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Bank deposit form for the Frontline Fighters’ Church Building Foundation.
Issued from the Royal Hungarian Post Office Savings bank, Hungary’s largest bank before World War II,
these slips were provided to potential donors for direct deposit into the foundation’s account (number 50.187).
It’s divided into three parts – when the money was given to the cashier, each of the three printed circles would
be rubber-stamped and the cashier’s signature would be added next to them. The third on the far right – the
ellenőrzési szelvény was cut off and returned to the customer as their receipt. The two other thirds were sent
to the bank’s central office where the deposit was processed and the recipient’s account was updated. There,
the middle section (the értesítő lap) was cut-off so it could be provided to the recipient of the money (and a note
regarding the transaction could be written on the other side). The left third was kept for the bank’s records.
It was common for the reverses of this kind of deposit slip to have advertising, which was chosen
by the account holder. In this case it’s for A. Oberbauer - “Hungary’s oldest church interior decorator,
alter builder, and flag manufacturer.” They would have been involved in the veterans’ church project –
note the illustration of the Frontline Fighters’ Association flag on the left.
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The original mailing
wrapper from the
booklet sent with two
four fillér stamps to
mining engineer Elek
Wágner who lived in
Edelény (about 280km
from Kecskemét).
The note on the lower
left-hand corner asks the
recipient to pass the
brochure on to everyone
who may be interested.

Front cover: Tűzharcosok Országos Örökimádó, Fogadalmi, Hála Temploma A Nagyboldogasszony és Magyarszentek Tiszteletére (The National Frontline Fighters’ Votive Church
of Perpetual Adoration and Gratitude in Tribute to Virgin Mary and the Hungarian Saints).
CZINK COLLECTION
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The first page documents the address of the Frontline Fighters’ Church Building Committee
in Kecskemét and features reverent and praying soldiers in front of flag bearing veterans.
Powerful martial, religious and traditional Hungarian motifs abound.
The second page presents a glorious concept of the church and official permission for the
project from the Office of Diocese of Vác and the Royal Hungarian Ministry of Interior.
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Page 3: the Bishop of Vác, József Pétery appeals to the Hungarian people
to donate to this worthy cause, and asks for God’s blessing for all donors.
On the following page: “Why the ‘Church of Perpetual Adoration and Gratitude?’”
“The Catholics of Kecskemét took a solemn oath on August 15th, 1942, to build a church for the renewal
of Hungarian Christianity – a church of perpetual thanksgiving, prayer, love and atonement.”

GYÖRGY KÓKAY COLLECTION
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Page 5: the Minister of Justice writes about Hungarian Catholics’ devotion to the
Virgin Mary, the great protector of the nation (being presented the Holy Crown in this illustration),
and of the sacrifices of Hungarian frontline fighters in both the First and the Second World Wars.
Page 6: Superimposed on a flaming sword: “Why does it belong to the Frontline Fighters?” A Hungarian
Roman Catholic Archbishop answers: “To show them respect and love, and to promote soldierly virtues.”
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On the 7th page, an explanation is made about how religion is as important as home,
clothing, and food to Catholics. This church would be a place for prayer and adoration, as well as
a community where the sacrifices of the Hungarian soldier would be commemorated.
On page 8, Frontline Fighters’ Association President Takách-Tolvay writes about the importance
of keeping the past service and sacrifice of the Hungarian soldier alive in order to inspire future generations.
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Page 9 illustrates some of the twelve Árpád Dynasty Hungarian saints.
Ferencz Herczeg reminds us that “a nation that does not learn from its past has no future.”
On page 10, the Mayor of Kecskemét Béla Liszka writes how unanimously the people of his city are
for the building of the church. The land, worth 46,000 pengő was donated for the construction of the building
and “thousands have already started to contribute to this work on a regular basis every month.”
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“Why in Kecskemét?” Parish Priest János Kovács mentions the city’s fine products - their peaches,
grapes and rye bread “as big as cartwheels” on page 11. (70,000 of the population of 90,000 were Catholic).
Page 12: Dr. József v. Sándor, Chief Warden, advocates prayers and atonement accompanied by sacrifice
and gratitude. “All Hungarian Catholics should donate to this worthy cause – 220 or 120 pengő, or perhaps
50 or 30 fillér per month - ask for a cheque-booklet (see page 5) from the Church Building Commission.”
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Page 13: “When will it start?” As soon as the number of monthly donors reaches 3000. 200 niches will be
available for those who were killed in action. Crypts will be for the founders, leaders and the congregation. A niche
costs 3000 pengő. Crypts for founders and their beloved ones are 4000 pengő; for others 5000 to 6000 pengő.
“When will it continue?” On page 14 we are told that work will proceed when the four hundred niches and
crypts are reserved. More information can be requested from the chairman of the Church Building Committee.
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Page 15: “When will it be finished?” Once the additional community centre and a cinema for
soldiers is completed (along with a place for spiritual exercises for Catholic women).
This explanation was written by Margit Slachta, the Governess of the Sisters of Social Service.
A review of all of the questions and answers in the booklet is featured on the
last page with facsimile signatures of the leaders involved with the project.
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Above: The back cover featuring the address for the Frontline Fighters’
Association Church Building Committee and the 3 pengő price of the booklet.
The illustrator of this booklet was György Pál (1906 - 1986), a graphic designer who attended the
Budapest School of Applied Arts from 1925 to 1931. He created his first poster in 1927, and from that
time he was regularly employed designing posters and ads for well-known Hungarian commercial firms.
During the 30s he also produced woodcuts and religious themed paintings.
After World War II he was frequently commissioned to design propaganda posters which featured
socialist motifs, agriculture, sports, national holidays and the promotion of world peace (below).
He participated in group exhibits at the Budapest Hall of Art (Műcsarnok) in 1950, 1953, 1955, 1960 and 1986.
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