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(A note from the Editor

It’s an honour and a pleasure for me to present four more personal stories from our
IHMHPS members in this issue, as part of our organization’s silver jubilee. Once again
I feel privileged, working with friends old and new, who continue to renew my passion
for Hungarian military history and its preservation. I’d like to take this opportunity to
say thanks to Tamas Baczoni and Péter v. Laborc for being so generous with their vast
historical and technical knowledge - they have been a great help with this edition.

I think it’s only natural that just a small percentage of people take an interest in
history, and even fewer dedicate themselves to preserving it. I am overwhelmed by the
sincerity and effort that my fellow IHMHPS members invest in what can only be
classified as a vocation, whether they are hobbyists or professionals. Often, in the
business of military history we focus on heroes, however, the few who keep their
memories alive can comfortably walk among them, in my opinion.

Andrew Helmeczy’s pocket shrine (page 4) represents profound faith in an element
where so many have lost hope. Ferenc Balint treasures and protects a deeply personal
heirloom from a man he never knew, who likely hoped his name would not be forgotten
(page 5). Ferenc Varga collects data and breathes life among soldiers whose sacrifice is
barely understood today (page 6).

Joe Gyokeri presents some personal family documents (beginning on page 8).
To some it may seem like only a few fragile pieces of paper, however, I decided to
include as many of them as space allows because they must have been incredibly
significant to Joe’s grandfather (he treasured them for fifty-six years), and now Joe
lovingly protects them. Included in this collection is a four-page list of names of
members of his grandfather’s field artillery unit who were to be awarded the
Reclamation of Southern Hungary Medal (Délvidéki Emliékérem) - certainly Joe’s
grandfather, as an army clerk, would have used this checklist when the medals were
being issued. For more than five decades these names were safeguarded — in times of
war and uncertainty, wouldn’t being involved with presenting these medals have been
such a pleasant duty? I added four pages to this issue to accommodate this list — I hope

it may help people with their research in the future. Continued on page 19...

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Tell Magyar Front readers about your favourite Hungarian military
history related item (or group of items) — something in your collection that
has great significance to you, or a meaningful family heirloom. It can be
anything from a rare antique to a photograph of a revered ancestor.

Write your story, or just provide notes (and we’ll help you with editing),

and photograph your pieces. There is no limit on length, and the more
images the better.

Be sure to include a photograph of yourself and any bio information
you would like to share. Your thoughts on, and experiences with the
Magyar Front and the IHMHPS are most welcome. (Keep in mind that
issues of the Magyar Front are also published online and are accessible
by the public.)

The Magyar Front will feature these stories throughout 2024 — this is
our opportunity to share our personally significant artifacts and our
dedication to historical preservation.

Submissions can be made as Word documents or via email.
Digital images should be as high resolution as possible.
Text and files should be sent to czink@shaw.ca.
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g Iﬁ g ’“
Modest and reserved, but reputable, committed,

and willing to act at the same time - that is how Gabor
Gall, a well-known preserver of Hungarian parachuting

nat be self-sewing.”’

/ secretarial duties at the Budapest Branch. In 2010, as
a recognition of his activities in the field of preserving
Hungarian parachuting traditions, the national presidium

traditions can be most accurately described. Born in \Z of the association elected him to the board, and entrusted

Budapest in 1973, Gall became acquainted with parachuting

him with the duties of President of the Homage Committee.

at the age of 17, however, his family didn’t support his He has published numerous articles on the history of para-

interest, and his first parachute
jump was cancelled. He was con-
scripted for military service in
1992, but as a result of poisoning he
fell ill and had to be discharged,
which also put an end to his plans
for a military career.

Despite these setbacks, he
remained in touch with national
defence. Since the 1990s, he has
actively participated in strengthen-
ing the relationship between the
Hungarian Defence Forces and
civilian society, and among other
things, he has been raising aware-
ness of national defence among
young people, organizing lectures,
excursions, and camps.

Between 1996 and 2004, he
often worked as an instructor in
training officer candidates for
survival at the Janos Bolyai
Military Technical College, and
between 1998 and 2003, he com-
pleted several rock-climbing
courses.

Gall has been collecting relics
related to Hungarian parachuting
since 1990. He is a collector, but his
collection is not self-serving. He
believes that a collection should not
be hidden, but should be made
available to those interested, provid-
ing people with new knowledge,
thus fulfilling its true function - his
collection is accessible to everyone,
be it elementary school children or
the elderly. He has organized
numerous exhibitions presenting the
material he had collected, thereby

chuting both in print and online,
and he also pays special attention to
locating the graves and memorial
sites of paratroopers who were
killed in action.

His exhibition activity is exem-
plary. In 2012, he played an active
role in the makeover of the
regimental museum of the Hungari-
an Defence Forces’ 34th Laszlo
Bercsényi Special Operations
Battalion in Szolnok - items from
his collection were on display for
ten years at the exhibition he orga-
nized. In 2018, he participated as a
consultant in the making of the
Hungarian Military History Muse-
um’s exhibition presenting the first
one hundred years of Hungarian
parachuting. In 2023 and 2024, as
part of a complex series of events,
he organized a conference and exhi-
bitions to commemorate the 125th
anniversary of the birth of Major
(posthumous Lieutenant Colonel)
Arpad v. Bertalan, the founder of
Hungarian military parachuting, in
cooperation with the National
University of Public Service.

He is a member of the Hungari-
an Association of Numismatic
Collectors and the Hungarian
Numismatic Society, and an active
participant and lecturer at the
latter’s Militaria Workgroup.

Gabor Gall, an amateur military
historian in the noblest sense of the
word, has gained merit for his
decades-long research and military
history preservation activities in the

promoting parachuting and the Association of Hungarian service of society, and for introducing Hungary’s military
Veteran Parachutists. He has been a member of the organiza- past and military heroes to the public. His selfless work and
tion since 2005, and in 2008, he was invited to carry out behaviour embody both patriotism and human kindness.
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v Although I enjoy the ephemera and miscellanea that make up

.? W #a.’t S 4@ ‘%eepmg people's (often quite eclectic) militaria collections, T must

confess I am not much of a collector myself. I do have a small

&y Lt. UAndrew le collection of some souvenirs from the 1936 Olympics, but when

asked if I could provide an article for the Magyar Front, 1 was at
quite a loss. Having pored over submissions from members who
have very well curated collections of Hungarian militaria,
medals, guns, and daggers as well as variants of badges, coins
and photographs, I didn’t think there’d be much I could provide.

However, as the first generation Canadian in my family who
traces their lineage back through Hungary for several
generations, naturally most of my male ancestors (my paternal
grandfather was one of five brothers) have served in the
Hungarian Armed Forces in some fashion or another, through
the wars and the 1956 uprising. After WWII, my surviving
relatives abandoned their uniforms and gear for fear of
retaliation from the Soviets, and left almost everything
in Europe in their bid to make haste to a Hungarian enclave in
Canada - so whatever militaria they had is perhaps still buried
deep beneath the soil of Ostrogozhsk, next to the remains of
their Turan. As an armed forces service member myself,
collecting others’ medals and accoutrements never held much
appeal to me, however, it is the history behind the artifact that
I am more interested in.

I do have one item that has been passed down to me from my
father, and his father, who got it from his brother shortly after
WWTI — something that I now carry while deployed. It’s a small
soldier’s pocket shrine featuring a likeness of Saint Anthony of
Padua, shown larger than actual size (1.1cm x 3.4cm) at left.

Small tokens, icons, shrines, rosaries, reliquaries and other
paraphernalia are carried daily by many Roman Catholics —
Hungary’s most prominent faith. Our family has been Roman
Catholic as far back as anyone can tell, and take the religion and
its practices seriously - so a pocket shrine is a very important

Above: dmveci. Below: ftem.

Currently serving Pocket shrine It’s about the size of an AA battery — silver-plated brass,
10 year veteran ) closed; open manufactured in Germany some time in the late 1920s to early
Royal Canadian > - featuring the 1930s for export. The shrine opens up, and inside is a cast

Navy naval ! miniature of miniature of Saint Anthony, a Portuguese saint whose patronage

warfare officer ! Saint Anthony; 18 all things lost wanting to be found. He is usually depicted

Lieutenant 3 and the reverse  holding the infant Jesus. It was part of daily prayer or meditation

Andrew Falne B showing the - simply tumbling it through your fingers as you pray keeps you
Helmeczy, and a0k Y B “Germany” focused (hence the wear on the figure). From the outbreak of the
3 export stamp. war, my grandfather Jozsef carried this with him as a soldier in
the Hungarian 2nd Army from Budapest through Ukraine,
and, unlike his brothers who would never return home, survived
to bring it with him, landing on the shores of the St Lawrence,

to Toronto - to pass on to my dad, and then to me.

I carry it now - not usually on me, but within easy reach,
when deployed overseas so that I can continue to carry the flame
of tradition and the spirit of my family, when I pray for safe
keeping, as my grandfather would have done. One day I will
pass it down to my son, who I hope will never need to carry it
through a war.

While it isn't much, especially compared to some of the more
fascinating collections members have showcased, it is truly my
only real surviving link to my family's military history, and I too
hope to carry it and pass it down that it does not become one of
the forgotten and buried links to our past - more than a militaria
collectable, but a reminder, a tangible connection, an heirloom. *

International Hungarian Military History
Preservation Society member since 2022
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A Ftene From My Fometown

International Hungarian
Military History Preservation
Society member since 2014

2\ /S
V. @

Ferenc Balin
BALINT COLLECTION
Many years ago, while I was reading the 1943 volumes of my hometown’s newspaper, Komdromi Lapok, 1 found a three-
part article about the reminiscences of a local veteran of World War I. He was a young soldier, who went to war straight from
high school, and was severely wounded during his first battle. His name was Sandor Keszegh and he became a war invalid at
the age of twenty. His story touched me, so I decided to delve more deeply into his life story.

I found his files in the Military Archives, which revealed some of his personal information. Sandor Keszegh’s childhood
was difficult. He was born in Komérom, in 1896 - his father, who was the vice-captain of the city police, died when Sandor
was only four years-old. His mother raised him and his younger brother Zoltan, by herself.

Sandor graduated from a trade high-school in Gydr, and was immediately called up for military service. He became a one-
year volunteer corporal (egyéves onkéntes szakaszvezetd) in his local unit, the Imperial and Royal 12th Infantry Regiment, and
went to the Russian Front in February of 1916, however, the regiment was held in reserve until the summer of that year.

In the first days of July, they were sent to the frontline, near Worobiowka, Galizia (now Vorobijivka, Ukraine). During an
infantry attack, corporal Keszegh was wounded three times by machine-gun fire - the bullets hitting his left leg, left arm, and
his lungs. He laid for hours in no man’s land until medics found him that night, and dragged him on a shelter-half into the
Austro-Hungarian trenches. He spent the rest of the war in various hospitals. In 1917 he was promoted to Second Lieutenant
(reserve). His left arm was paralyzed, and for this reason he was declared 75% crippled. During his service he earned the
Second Class Silver and Bronze Bravery Medals, the Emperor’s Troops’ Cross, and the Medal for the Wounded.

After the war he joined the diplomatic service and worked in Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands. He learned nine
languages (German, Russian, Czech, Slovak, Polish, French, English, Italian, and Dutch), and after World War II he served in
Switzerland until 1949, when he retired. After that he lived in Budapest and worked as a translator. Sandor Keszegh died in
1977. He was also an amateur poet, and a book of his poetry, Magyar Hitvallas (Hungarian Creed) was published in 1936.
The book was dedicated to his comrades of the 12th Infantry Regiment.

Years after I started this study, some of Sandor Keszegh’s documents began to appear in various auctions. I tried to collect
as many as I could — and I also managed to acquire his military identification locket (“dog tag”), and a photograph showing
him in full marching order, just before his departure to the front in 1916, shown above.

I managed to acquire a copy of his book of poetry from a small American antique bookshop in Connecticut. I am very proud
to preserve the heritage of a veteran of the Great War, who was born in my hometown. *
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Fhe Mast Beautiful Medal

by Fevenc Varga
International Hungarian Military History
Preservation Society member since 2024

I was recently asked to come up with
my most treasured Hungarian military-
related keepsake, to share with Magyar Varga Ferenc arnak
Front readers during our silver jubilee.

I chose the Hungarian Ministry of Defence A Magyar Honvédség

Silver War Graves Preservation Cross, hadisirgondozasert felelos szervének parancsnoka javaslatira
which I was awarded for my work with the a honvédelem tigye érdekében huzamos idon dt végzett aldozatos munkadja,
preservation of Hungarian war graves hadisirgondozo tevékenysége elismeréseként

records.

It was presented to me by the Hungari-
an Minister of Defence at the Stefania
Palace and Honvéd Cultural Centre in
Budapest, on May 21st, 2017. It was a very
significant day for me A )
— my wife couldn’t ; eziist fokozatat
come to the ceremony, X 2
however, my mother was
able attend. The surround-
ings were spectacular, and I
was awed and honoured to be
among such worthy Hungari- : g
ans. ‘ ' 2= ar

The War Graves Preservation P une Al
Cross has three grades — Gold, ¥. Dr. Simicsk6 Istvan
Silver, and Bronze, and is . ) &z Magyarorszag
awarded annually in recognition ’ honvédelmi minisztere
of the care and mainte-
nance of Hungarian war
graves and memorials,

& a Honvédelem Napja alkalmabol ~
a

Magyar Hadisirgondozasért Kitiinteté Cim

adomanyozom

| Left: The Hungarian Ministry of Defence Silver War Graves
as well as jch.e support of | AR Preservation Cross - a poignant design with elements inspired by
these activities. Each O g the WWII Tiizkereszt (“Fire Cross”). Above: Award document

year no more than two ‘ signed by Defence Minister Dr. Istvan Simicsko.
people are awarded the Gold

grade; no more than three the The decoration is to be presented by the Hungarian Minister of National
Silver; and no more than four people the  Defence or the Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces.
Bronze grade. Each grade may be awarded It was truly a great honour for me to receive my first Hungarian award,

to a recipient a maximum of two times. however, my work has just begun!
PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF FERENC VARGA
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Left: Ferenc with his mother, Ildiké Takdcs. Centre: Secretary of State for Defence Tamas Vargha
presenting the award. Right: Ferenc with his newly presented Silver War Graves Preservation Cross.

Ferenc’s awards from France (right).
I asked him why his Hungarian
decoration is so precious to him...

The Combatant’s Cross

Overseas Medal
(with Republic of Cote d'Ivoire Clasp)

Gold National Defence Medal
(with External Assistance Missions Clasp)

Silver National Defence Medal
(with Mountain Troops Clasp)

Bronze National Defence Medal
(with Foreign Legion Clasp)

Medal of Recognition of the Nation
(with External Operations Clasp)

French Commemorative Medal
(with Afghanistan Clasp)

Afghanistan Service Medal
(with ISAF Clasp)

Afghanistan Service Medal
(with ISAF Clasp)

He replied:

“Magyar Hadisirgondozdsért Kitiinteto
Cim — az a legsszebb.” (“The Hungarian
Ministry of Defence Silver War Graves
Preservation Cross is the most beautiful.”)

P.Cz

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF FERENC VARGA
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My Crandfather’s Own Werds

by Jeseph Gyikeri

International Hungarian Military History
Preservation Society member since 2014

-
..

\n

GYOKERI COLLECTION

Left: the author, Joseph Gyokeri, at work.
. Above: his grandparents Margit and Jozsef, in the early 1940s.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSEPH GYOKERI
Of all the pieces in my Hungarian collection, the war-

related personal items my grandparents and father brought L m] mzﬁr nm A:z'd

with them to America in 1959 are my _EETS

S . S
most treasured. My grandparents lived &8 NN \ Z 250.0 [, s2im.
only a few minutes away from my child- 1941 5 5
hood home, and I spent every day as a IGAZOLVANY =
toddler with them, immersed in Hungarian &Magyar Dilvidék: visszafogls bneic o R gl E;‘“""""
culture, language, food, and games. I can still \\ GSLQ' k er l JO 28 .Q,ZV_CIQ e
N

smell thedworzgerful ljrto;lna of salﬁéed onionz i?h \ ?{zﬂl ités' év, hely és orszég: 1919, novembey &,
my grandmother’s kitchen as she prepare e ) ¢¢bié. Bacs-Boo ﬂ"’: : 1
A, d

base of a delicious porkélt or gulyas. 1 enjoyed all \ 2 :
the traditional foods, and so, in a sense, I grew up N/ Szllianyla lednykorl nev/ ¥ 98
in a small piece of Hungary located in my grand- Hletéségi hely:8 ’
parents’ home in Manchester, Connecticut. Ket. A®z0c

I have always been intrigued by the black
and white photographs of my grandfather
in uniform. As a kid, I heard wartime tales

and war-stories from my grandparents. Aboye; 'O ComECTIN

Szakaszvezeté Gyokeri Jozsef, whom I was Jozsef Gyokeri’s award document
named after, had a crater halfway up one of for the Reclamation of Southern
his thumbs as a result of his wartime service. Hungary Medal (Délvidéki

I remember him telling me it was the result of Emlékérem), shown at left
getting shot by a sniper in a church bell tower when he was (obverse and reverse).
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fighting the Yugoslavians in 1941.

A difficult year came in 1994 when my grandparents
decided to move back to their beloved homeland following
the collapse of communism. My grandfather was a fervent
Hungarian patriot who wanted nothing to do with ) ZSGNYV
communists, and his dream was to live and die in a free
Hungary. He got his wish and passed away when I was
only twelve years old in 1997 after only three years of o N
living back in his homeland. My grandmother Margit
would continue to visit us in the States periodically over
the years and she would continue to tell the dramatic war-
time tales. Especially intriguing were the stories of my
family’s retreat from the advancing Soviets in 1944-45, and
their capture in Austria by the Soviets. In the early 2000s,
my grandmother told me that my grandfather had kept a
journal of his wartime service, complete with a large hand-
drawn map of every place he had been during the war,
along with descriptions and dates. I was overcome with joy
when she gave me the journal when she visited in 2005,
and I soon had it translated into English. Reading the
stories in my grandfather’s own words was an indescriba-
ble feeling - many of the stories I had heard while growing
up were there, in my hands, in wonderful detail as they
were experienced through my grandfather’s eyes.

Along with my grandfather’s journal, my grandmother
gave me all that remained of my grandfather’s uniform:

Continued on page 11...

,,,, X ‘_Ag‘ -

Right: Jozsef Gyokeri’s military personal
identity and pay book. Below: its first pages.

GYOKERI COLLECTION

§ " 19_4’.2:6;'1..’.7!2-,.4.:461 :f:"ﬂ;é_‘.’;?.?ﬁ!

Allomény-
viszonya:

esapattesta:

dllomany- | ML, B 0f ﬁﬁm_{muu:&l woull
testo: | § ¥ iow ,_\ ;
P g, e

o oy 0/4//- /e?—oz 9’4

z801dkdonyv

tulajdonosédnak

et ]

e

foglalkozdsa ; WWb hmmb

?Jf, #ath,

.

www.NewFront.ca * MAGYAR FRONT ¢ Volume XXVI ¢« Number 3 « Summer 2024 ¢ czink@shaw.ca



GYOKERI COLLECTION
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Above and below: Both sides of the two standard paper documents carried in the military ID locket.
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The hand-written addendum (above, front and back)
was added by Jozsef Gydkeri to his ID locket in the 1950s, and includes these details:
Name: Jozsef Gyokeri. Date of birth: November 2nd, 1919. Place of birth: Kelebia. Religion: Greek Catholic.
Current residence: Padrag [today Padragkut], Jokai utca 1, Veszprém County.
Alternate address: Miklos Gyokeri (father) Budapest XIV district, Varna utca 9, IV floor, door 65.
Married to Margit Horvath, who is a Roman Catholic, born January 1st, 1920, Iztimér, Fejér County.
Children: Miklés Ferenc Gyokeri, born November 3rd, 1943, Iztimér, Fejér County.
Mother's name: [née] Erzsébet Bartalos Father's name: Miklés Gyokeri, born December 15th, 1896, Satoraljaujhely.
Original Unit: 1st Field Artillery Division, Aszéd. Unit at Demobilization: 68th Border Troops, Székelyudvarhely.
Transfer: October 1st, 1943 from the Honvéd Field Artillery to the 68th Border Troops, Székelyudvarhely.
Frontline service: From March 1st to March 17th, 1941 (Reclamation of Southern Hungary). From February 4th
to April 15th, 1945, Western border region, Sopron, Szombathely, Burgenland, Vienna, St. P6lten
On January 30th, 1951: Certificate number: L 12.889. Party membership: non-partisan March 26th, 1945 -
August 30th, 1945 - Prisoner of War Result medical examination: Neurasthenia [today, chronic fatigue syndrome]

with a moderate degree of improvement. October 30th, 1954.
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Right:
Jozsef Gyokeri’s
aluminum
identification
locket, number
0111-19-0254.
It held all of the
papers pictured
on page 10.

Below right:
his calling card.

GY"(")KERI COLLECTION
Above: baby Mikl6s Ferenc with Margit
and Joézsef, who wears the “Fire Cross”
(Tiizkereszt) for operational service, and the
Reclamation of Southern Hungary Medal.
The triangular badge on his arm indicates

,_@du».‘ CZ’“‘/ that he is a re-enlisted serviceman.

m. kir. isz. szakaszvezets

...continued from page 9

his metal identification tag with papers inside,
, and his scarlet whistle lanyard. I am grateful to
SZEKELYUDVARHELY A .
68.ik honv. hv. csoport pétkeret have all of these remaining items knowing that
my family lived during times when so much
was taken from them. My grandfather’s military service, as well as my father’s service in the US Army in
Vietnam, heavily influenced my lifelong interest in military history. As a kid, I was an American Civil
War buff. I had entire book shelves lined with volumes on the subject. My heroes were all the famous
Civil War generals, and so joining the Army as an officer became a childhood dream.

I spent four years in the Corps of Cadets at Norwich University in Vermont before being commissioned
into the Massachusetts Army National Guard as a quartermaster officer. When I was in high school, the
travelling Vietnam memorial wall came to my school, and to celebrate the opening, the Connecticut Army

National Guard flew in two UH-1 Huey helicopters. The site and sounds of those wonderful aircraft
captivated me, as I watched them land and take off only a short distance away. Seeing these iconic
ovORER! Vietnam-era aircraft up close immediately inspired me to become an Army helicopter pilot. My dream
COLLECTION finally came true in 2009 when I received my silver wings after completing the Army Aviation flight
school at Fort Rucker, Alabama. Fifteen years and three combat tours in Iraq later, I’m still flying for
the Army - an interest that started with my grandfather’s service to the Royal Hungarian Army in
World War II.

As I tried to research my grandfather’s service on the internet in the early 2000s, I stum-
bled across Peter Czink and the MHBK Chapter in Vancouver. For twenty years now, |
Above: have emailed him countless times with research questions and inquiries of general
Jozsef Gyokeri’s curiosity. Everything I know about Hungarian military history is thanks to Peter
scarlet red and his Magyar Front articles and the connections I have made with other TH-
artillery whistle MHPS members. Rarely does one encounter such a dedicated and genuine per-
lanyard. son such as Peter - I consider him my Hungarian brother. I wish to close by
taking the opportunity to publicly thank him for all the years of personal friend-

ship, and for his loyalty to the cause of peace and historical preservation.
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£207/10. sz kérrendel nm. o Stidiam Bt., Budapest

LEAVE CERTIFICATE

Issued at Hajmaskér (a village in Veszprém county located fourteen kilometres from the northeastern corner of
Lake Balaton, roughly halfway between Varpalota and Veszprém) for Jézsef Gyokeri to travel by railway to Iztimér.
The leave began on April 17th, 1943 at 12:00 pm and ended on April 23rd, 1943 at 8:00 am.

His journey was to be in civilian clothes, the document details his physical description, and notes the
government issue items he took with him: his cap, greatcoat, tunic, trousers, underwear, boots, and sidearm.
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REPATRIATION OF HUNGARIAN PRISONER OF WAR DOCUMENT

The top portion was filled in by Russian, and the rest by Hungarian authorities upon the return of a prisoner of war.
Interestingly, the line: Nevezettnél levo kincstari ruhdzat és felszerelés és pedig... (military clothing and equipment in
possession of the person named) is followed by: ...egy sapka és egy pdr bakancs (one cap and a pair of boots).

His original uniform could have worn out and was replaced with Russian issue work clothes,
however, he still retained his Hungarian cap and boots. According to regulations, these
“government issue” items were to be turned in to the Hungarian military clothing and equipment depot.

www.NewFront.ca * MAGYAR FRONT ¢ Volume XXVI ¢ Number 3 * Summer 2024 ¢ czink@shaw.ca



GYOKERI COLLECTION

MORI 215. HONVED BEVONULAST KOZPONT
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DEMOBILIZATION CERTIFICATE

Every soldier received this document when he arrived home, at the last station, in the district where he lived.
The stamp is from the town of Mér, 215 Enlistment Centre, and is made out to Reserve Platoon Leader Jézsef
Gyokéri. He lived in the village of Iztimér, a village on the north-western edge of Fejér county, Hungary.
His personal description is recorded:

Age - 26, body type - medium, face - round, hair - brown, eyes - gray, etc.

It mentions that 500 pengd is paid to prisoners of war, and 350 pengé is provided as a demobilization allowance.
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List of those entitled to the Reclamation of Southern Hungary Commemorative Medal
1941 Aszéd [Hungary], Royal Hungarian Honvéd Field Artillery Division Staff
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List of those entitled to the Reclamation of Southern Hungary Commemorative Medal
1st Battery, Royal Hungarian Honvéd Field Artillery
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List of those entitled to the Reclamation of Southern Hungary Commemorative Medal
2nd Battery, Royal Hungarian Honvéd Field Artillery
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List of those entitled to the Reclamation of Southern Hungary Commemorative Medal

3rd Battery, Royal Hungarian Honvéd Field Artillery
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...continued from page 2

Has anyone ever thought at one time or another: “Will I be remembered?” Joe’s grandfather kept hold of a few bits of
paper for his entire life — and believe me, that old paper, folded and unfolded over and over is by definition ephemeral. These
aren’t objects of art or valuables, so why did he save them? I think of these sorts of things as breadcrumbs — the kind in the old
stories that people leave behind so others can follow. But breadcrumbs by nature are also ephemeral - and so few would take
the time and make the effort to follow them.

I have countless stories about my experience with artifacts and heirlooms that have been lost, forgotten, left to deteriorate,
and thrown out — some of which are so tragic that I would rather not even remember them, however, there are others about
which I cannot remain silent. Not long ago I was browsing through a well-known internet marketplace and came across, of all
things, a lot of IHMHPS medals and insignia. I couldn’t quite believe my eyes, and I was sure my mind was playing tricks on
me, but there they were - listed as “unusual European military items.”

Among them were some old MHBK insignia as well, so I knew the original owner must have been involved from the
beginning. I asked the seller about them, who knew very little, and told me that he picked them up from an online estate
auction (in the meantime I looked over my records and figured out to whom they originally belonged — a life-long pillar of the
local Hungarian-Canadian community and a dear friend, who passed away a year earlier). I found the archive of the auction
and sadly discovered that a great many of her most precious possessions were among the lots — some of them historically
significant Hungarian treasures. I contacted the descendants of this old comrade of mine and was told that they were sorry, but
didn’t really know what the items were.

The Magyar Front is a monumental project to me, however, in the grand scheme of things it’s just a little publication. But
how big do those breadcrumbs need to be for someone truly enthusiastic and dedicated to follow them? P.Cz

A Little Bit Qbout the FHungatian JD Loclet

HUNGARIA- On August 24th, 1878, the Hungarian Minister of Defence ordered the nation’s military to carry paper
jé‘""f" identification cards, listing their name, rank, date of birth, place or residence and the year of their

{ enlistment. It was to be placed in a brass case and carried in the right trouser pocket, attached to the trouser
button with a strong woolen cord. Later, the soldier’s vaccinations were included, and in 1909 the
individual’s religion was added as well. During the First World War it was common for the basic
information to be punched into the brass locket in case the paper inside it was lost or destroyed. By the
1930s, the recording of the essential data on the locket became standardized using a simple punch-code
system. This Model 1936 (1936M) identity locket was similar in size to the old types but made from
aluminum and was attached to a 100cm long cord made of wool-wrapped copper wire.

The universally understood “HUNGARIA” was stamped on both sides, above a 10 x 10 grid, divided
into three parts by vertical wavy lines. From left to right, the first four number indicate where the soldier
was registered; the next two numbers are the last two digits of the soldier’s date of birth; and the remaining
four numbers match the last four digits of the soldier’s birth certificate number. While other nations used
= Sfa | solely stamped “dog tags,” Hungary continued the practice of including information on paper carried in the
vidwvoNnH | locket. The two halves of the ID locket came apart — one half was buried with the fallen soldier, while the

\ other was kept for casualty records. ‘&

-
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T NOW AVAILABE!

GENERALS iy Hungarian Generals (1920-1946)

1920 - 1946

oo O Official IHMHPS Trading Cards

IHMHPS : . . .
TRADING , Series 2 is now available:

CARDS 9 cards and 1 new sticker per pack

Another result of IHMHPS members’
dedication to military history preservation and attention to detail,
these collector’s cards will bring together a great many images and
stats of Hungary’s military leadership from 1920 to 1946. Order the
second series of 9 cards (plus a surprise sticker) today!

$5.00 per pack (plus postage)

9 cards and 1
sticker per pack
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Support and promate eur cause!

IHMHPS membership pin X All items
(also miniature Badge of Honour ) $5.00 ' shown
actual size.
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IHMHPS insignia in : . s T 2008 - 2018

gold or silver $7.00 Commemorative
Badge in gold or

silver $7.50

IHMHPS
2014 - 2018
Commemorative

Badge $20.00
adge § Magyar Front

IHMHPS pin $5.00
New Front patch
$5.00

THMHPS ; 5% » . Prices (USD)

do not include
shipping.

2014 - 2018
patch $5.00

dgadCAnaatieag

IHMHPS
Recognition
Project patch

25th anniversary Magyar Front
commemorative medal/challenge
coin - $12.50 on its own, or $20.00
with its custom, fitted case
(shown at right).

THMHPS Awards (extras or replacements)
and ribbon bars are available for purchase to those
who have been awarded them. Prices on request.




