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Dear Members,

| hope you all will like this new format for the Magyar Front t hi nk t ha'f
improvement and a refreshing change for our tenth year of publicatidittle nega-
tion with our printer will now allow our publication to be in full colour! Although we
will always feature materi al db et Fawrht
Association), you will find other information and articles to keep it interesting. Other
authors such as Andris Kursietis and Gergely Sallay are contributing material,
which will ensure that the Magyar Front will continue to be exciting, as well as
informative. | chose to use the two central pages to feature images from old Hungarian
military manualsi | have a great deal of diagrams such as these (often very poor
quality photocopies), that | will be digitally cleaning up for our newsletter. | look
forward to your comments, suggestions and criticism.

| also welcome original articles for the Magyar Front, and please let me know if
there is anything in particular you would like to read about. If you would like to share
interesting military photographs, documents or personal reminiscences, contact me, so
we can arrange to feature them in a future issue.

In our last issue, | included the letter of proposal to Lt. General Hollé of the
Military History Institute and Museum. He very graciously replied, and stéitedls |
see it, our acquaintance has proved so far that you, just like me, are deeply interested
in conserving history and its valwues to
that the MHBKO&6s Vancouver Chapter is de
of Hu n peespgnsedto my ideas for initiatives of our working together, he kindly
offered:Ai Pl ease forward alll your speci fic
depending on their feasibil iltwil contimelkoe t h
develop our ideas for cooperation between us and the institution, and will keep you all
posted.

I am very glad that many of you commented about the issues that were raised in the
last Magyar Front. It is indeed a sad situation that many of the older Hungarian
immigrant publications cling to a Hungartanly policy that will ensure their demise
in the English speaking world:

Al The Magyar Front, Vol ume | X, | ssue
honest, but inspiring; challenging and not a little scary. | say scary because it really
did bring something home to me, and that is | cannot remain idle. It is also up to me.
If 1 do really care about what | collect and read, | cannot just be an observer. My
veins carry no Hungarian blood but | am in my heart just a wee bit Magyar. But
| cannot develop, and what we hold dear cannot flourish (or at least be kept alive) if |
do not do my bit too. o

Vancouver Chapter member Jack Keir, United Kingdom

il read your ar t-Oatobee issuenof thehMagye® Erpnt witimb e r
great interest.As | was reading, it struck me very forcefully that all the problems that
you outline are 100% identical to those

in particular the Latvian vetneouaartld, or (
you could substitute the word HAHungari
ADVO, and it would stildl be ¢ o mpatvient el y
speskm@gerie@dtions @ad led to a decrease in the numbers of people who are active in
the community...

| wish you much luck with your own endeavours to enfranchise young Hungarians
in Canada and the USA who perhaps struggle with the language, but who nevertheless
maintain an interest in their heritage, both historical and cultural. If there were more
people who shared your outlook, then the MHBK would have a much better fAtire.
a nonrHungarian speaking member of the MHBK, | really appreciate all your efforts.
I f there is anything that | can do to b

Vancouver Chapter member Andris Kursietis, USA

Al j ust wanted to congratulate you or
| fully agree withthée ssues you have raised, and t he
guardo is well overdue. | adivwe appoaemto mo r

Lt. General Holl6 for ceoperation, and | eagerly await his response. It is always a

pleasure to see what hurdles you have cleared, and what difficulties you have battled

on behalf of those of us who care. 0
Vancouver Chapter member George Hennessy, Australia

P.Cz.
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Front-Line Fighter
Elemér Kertész

by Peter Czink VRNT

iThe name of EIl em®r Kert®sz /
the Hungarian Frodt i n e Fightersbod Mo v ef

bi ographer in a thumbnail d ve
yearbook. Recently, | acquired some of this singular gentle
mands personal d o ¢ ui medn theught o r;

good way to start off our f0year of the new Magyar Front
would be to feature a few of theima snapshot of the life of
service of the Editor of the originMagyar Front.

Kertész was born on September 12, 1895 in Debrecen.
volunteered for military service at the age of 19 in September o
1914, and he began as a volunteer in the artillery in Nagyvaral
i the branckof-service he stayed with until the end of W.W.I.
After initially being stationed at the NorfRussian front, he v
took part in the offensive against Serbia in 1915. He was also at
the Lovesen and the Northeftbania and Montenegro battles.
After he recovered from an illness he contracted during battle,
he served at the borderountains of Transylvania, and then
along the Piave, where he was at the cease of hostilities. He
became a lieutenant on Novemb&r 1916 and finished his war

RSN A later portrait of Elemér Kertész.
4 His awards include the Honour Badges of the TESz
= and HONSz organizations, as well as the Italian

Order of the Iron Crown

v d ; \V/ service as a First LieutenanBased on his exemplary and out-

V standing military performance, he was promoted to Captain in

R =\ March of 1935.
A RN v The disastrous after effects of the War did not discourage
g'ﬂ N Elemér Kertész. He unfailingly trusted in the readiness of his
= comrades, and in the resurrection of Hungarian national armed
forces. Because of his outspoken, patriotic attitude, he was

A Z"ZZS?I’ WRT MZHM#JAIEZI/WN MoV sentenced to death in April of 1919 by the Hungarian Red
pmﬁﬁgszgly[”r’/fﬂ”myz [L[M[ﬁ'[&qz? Forces, but fortunately, he avoided execution. By 1920 he was

A0 URNAR, AZOV SEIVES EIRADOZASAIRT. | **n'2o71 e began nis senvice m MOVEgyar Orerégos
AMELLYERET A CCSOPORT FRIERTIGEN K- V®der R Eag the Hunbaeian National Defence Force

FEJTETT.

Association)and from then on, until Octobel"51929, he acted
R in the capacity of Vice President of the Budapest District and
OPAPEST 1925 JANUAR as a MOVE senior administrator. He performed his duties with
great distinction.

Kertész received the following awards: The Silver Military
Merit Medal on War Ribbon with Swords, The Bronze Military
Merit Medal on War Ribbon with Swords, The Silver Bravery
Medal , The Bronze Bravery Med
Hungarian World War | Commemorative Medal and the
Austrian World War | Commemorative Medal. He also
received the Italian Knightos
Crown for his work in establishing relationships between
. former combatants of the Hungarian and Italian forces. MOVE
An early, hand-made document of appreciation decorated him with the TESzTdrsadalmi Egyesiiletek

to Elem®r Kert®sz from thes,;ReBYRdnd dmbrRilh as¥hdafibndat social organizations)

Budapest headquarters (actual size 25cm x 32cm).
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corresponding member of the Hungarian Military
Writers Association. In 1935, while representing
t h #e XiWwbigirict df Budapest, he was elected to
be a member of the <cap
of Law Enforcement. His exemplary
direction and patriotic spirit enriched the
whole of Budapest while he continued
his with his work for his beloved veteran
comrades.
i o n Elemér Kertész passed away at the age of
forty-seven. Count Jézsef TakéaEslvay, the

Badge of Honour and promoted him to Assoc@@é’"
President. Later, he was one of the few membe(ry“ofr )
the FrontLi ne Fi ghter so Asg's @3N
receive the honour of liime membership, .4
and the towns of Sarkeresztlr and Bakony- A\
bél honoured him with the title of »
Honorary Citizen.

Within MOVE, Kertész was considered
the one man who truly was the initiator and
founder of the Front i ne Fi ght er s
Since October of 1929, he used his influence as the
executive vicepresident to tirelessly promote and National President of the Frehti ne Fi ght er s ¢
develop the idea of a national organization to be the voice™ < tion described his many achievements at his funeral
of First World War veterans service. Accompanied by Special Envoy Mr. Antal Ullein

He also became the managing editor of the officialReviczky and many other dignitaries, his earthly remains were
publication of the FroAL i ne Fi ght er s 6 As storcamap @mt ed hfer dva gkearepesi Ce me

Front, and for his literary achievement he was made &esting place.

Above: the colourfully enamelled TESz Honour Badge. _

Left: the HONSz Honour Badge-n ot e t he eagl e 0 s|

and the broken branch below the central shield. ‘

Right: The Life-Time Membership Badge of the FroniL i ne Fi
Association (all shown actual size).
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El em®r Kert ®sz06s awar d doc u medistjelvéngnrHungarian). HON§SstoodHf@m n o ur B e
Hadirokkantak, Hadiézvegyek és Hadiarvak Orszagos Nemzeti Szovetség National Association for War Invalids,
War Widows and War Orphans (actual size 32.5cm x 44.5cm).



A very rare award
document for the
Life-Time Member-
ship Badge of the
Front-Line
Fightersd Ass
It was issued on
February 24, 1932
to First Lieutenant
: Elemér Kertész,
"Afounder of t
Line Fighte
Association and
Vice-Pr esi dent
(actual size
40cm x 51cm)

CZINK COLLECTION
CZINK COLLECTION

Another award f YWorl o ak ex Z
document issued PRI &) /lagysagc m M.
to Elemér Kertész O : ‘ ) ) '
d?ted March 1,. 1936 ) 2 ; , ,..,e.e‘ Jzazados .;ukfau l’oi:z lz:kta?’z ta sglzjrf%s::og;
A f or _h s ‘,ﬁ éldekebem klfqll’d“a'm’mmya mungybmb olis-
work in the interests N S ’j mméul
|t0 f hhi_ s t‘;] 0 : Shw (oF3 0 szagosg;onléamos cS"zovez‘se
names him as the 7
organiza , o/torljanak lozgyulese
honorary president.
Like the document
above, it is also
hand lettered
and coloured.
(actual size
39.5cm x 51cm)

valasztotta, me[yneé Axleleul ezen stzo&manyl
kiallitani és kiadni rendelle.




Hungarian

43. abra.
Gallérhajtoka tabornok szamara.
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44. 4bra,
Gallérhajtoka vezérezredes szamdara.
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45. 4bra.
Gallérhajtoka tabornagy szimara.
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Early regulations for the stand-collar of the M1926 uniform tunic:
collar patches for Major General, Colonel General and Field Marshall.



Regulation

49a. dbra.

Bocskai-disz babér- és tolgyfagalyakkal a tdbori sapkin az V—IIL
rangosztalyba tartozdk részére.
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Thebocskaidiszvor n on t he side of Gener al Of ficerso f el
the added embroidered wreath was intended for Colonel Generals and Field Marshals.



THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE HUNGARIAN ARMED FORCES, 1940 - 1945
by Andris J. Kursietis

In spring 1940, the Second World War had already come tdecided to merge the offices of Commanite€hief and Chief
Western EuropeP ol and had fall en t o oftthe&enéral Stafla and dcditdingly Hé&nriki Vegho as serving
and France and Low Count r i e €hiefwétheeGeneral Staff, beacamehhie sehia commander of thet
agenda. Furthermore, despite the MoleRiltbentrop Pact Honvédség. He was to last in the post for 18 months, during
signed by the Russian and German Foreign Ministers, pledginghi ch ti me he engineered Hunga
nonaggression between the two powers, Germany was alreaslyas t o be one of Wer t lnéChief.f i na
drawing up a plan, code a me fAOper ati on B &lunbaayreteses th® SeconddNorldtWareas an ally of Germany
invasion of the Soviet Union. The campaign was planned foon June 27, 1941 with a formal declaration of war on the Soviet
the spring of 1941, by which time Hitler had intended to solidUnion. On September 5, 1941 Henrik Werth was retired for a
ify his Western flank by conquering France and Great Britains e cond t i me, not to play a fur
In the meantime, diplomatic moves were under way to draw théestiny in the war. Werth became a POW of the Russians at the
SouthEastern European nations into the ReBwglin axis. end of the war, sent to the Soviet Union where he died in
Hitler needed Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania on his side, naaptivity on 28 May, 1952.
just for the ease of access to the Soviet Union, but also for the Wer t h 6 s successor as Chi ef
additional troops that t hes ecomcamianty rConemaridendhief)iwassvezérezoetied Fgrenm Vv i

In 1940, Hungary was still a neutral country. Ruled since&Szombathelyi. Szombathelyi was to lead the Hungarian army
1920 by a Regent, the former Austiaingarian navy for the bulk of the war and as such deserves a closer look.
commander Admiral Miklés Horthy, Hungary was pursuing aFerenc Szombathelyi was born on 7 May, 1887 in Gyor
course of diplomatic gymnastics, which had resulted inNorthwest Hungary), the son of a shoemaker. At the age of 15
Germanyds support for Hungarhe enteeed the PécsnMilitary Aaademya fromovhich hé gradu-i t
that it had lost after the First World War, through the hatedited in 1906 as a cadet Warrant Officer. Promoted to Second
Treaty of Trianon, whilst at the same time maintaining alieutenant in 1907 and First Lieutenant in 1912, Szombathelyi
friendly attitude towards the Allies. Indeed, after the fall ofentered World War | as a junior staff officer in the Austro
Poland in 1939, Hungary had opened its borders to countlestungarian army. He continued in this role for the duration,
fleeing Polish soldiers, offering them refuge. However,emerging in 1918 with the rank of Captain. Following the
Hungary was inexorably being drawn down the slippery patltollapse of the Austrblungarian Empire, Szombathelyi
into war, a path that was being welled by a powerful lobby enlisted in the Hungarian army, rising steadily through the
of pro-German generals in the Hungarian General Staff. ranks.

At the outset of 1940, the CommanderChief of the Coincidentally, the new CommanderChief was also a
Honvédség (the Hungarian armed forces) was vezérezred8svabian, like his predecessor, and changed his family name
(ColonetlGeneral) Hug6 Sényi. Sényi had been the commandirom Knausz in 1934. Nevertheless, at the time of his appoint-
ing officer of the ¥ Mixed Brigade in September 1936, when ment, he was considered to be 100% behind the Regent,
he was somewhat unexpectedly promoted over the heads Afimiral Horthy, although with the passing of time Szombathe-
several more senior generals to replace General Istvan Shvoylgistoo fell, at least to a degree, under the influence of the
Commandeiin-Chief. Although he was not of Hungarian pro-German faction. This did not, however, prevent him from
ancestry (his surname at birth was Solarcz, which he changedeéntering into secret discussions with the British and Americans
1934), and had received a foreign education, Sényi was retirexd early as the summer of 1943, whereby the Allies were
in March 1940, one day after his'Birthday, in a move which allowed to fly their warplanes through Hungarian air space,
many perceived as a maneuvV e rprotidedilzey rdfminet fnoen bdmGiegHongamian zittees. i o n 0
the Hungarian High Command. Although he never played Whilst Szombathelyi was nominally CommandesChief of
another active role in the army, he was used by the Regent astae Armed Forces, the Hungarian army units on the Eastern
advisor, sitting on the Crown Council. He died in exile, inFront came under the overall control of the German military
Germany, on 7 June, 1958. command, and as such there was little that Szombathelyi could

The Chief of the General Staff in 1940 was vezérezrededo to protect the interests of the Hungarian troops. This,
Henrik Werth, appointed in September 1938, and who was oremupled with poor equipment, led to the disaster that befell the
of the Generals overlooked for the highest appointment wheHungarian 2 Army in the 1942/1943 winter campaign, where
Shvoy retired. Werth himself had been retired in March 1936over 117,000 soldiers were killed, wounded or missing. With
at the early age of 54, from his command of tfeMixed  the writing already on the wall, Horthy recalled his troops from
Brigade. That he was brought back from retirement to beconRussia to defend their homeland against the advancing Soviets.
Chief of the General Staff can be interpreted as an early signefi t | er 6s reaction was to summ
the Germanization process. Werth was of Swabian origin, anflustria, where he was accompanied by Szombathelyi. The
openly boasted about his ancestry, claiming that Germameeting took place in March 1944, and even as it was taking
descent was a requirement for holding high military office, aplace, German army units were occupying Hungary. Neither
those of Hungarian (Magyar) descent were less talented. It watorthy nor Szombathelyi were arrested by the Germans, but
precisely such loyalties, displayed not only in Werth but also invere allowed to return to Hungary, where they were faced with
other senior officers, including several of his successors, thain everworsening military situation. On 19 April, 1944, at the
were to push Hungary into war. insistence of the Germans, vezérezredes Ferenc Szombathelyi

Upon the retirement of Colon@eneral Soényi, it was was replaced as Chief of the General Staff and Commamder
8



Chief of the Honvédség. At the end of the war, Szombathely$py. Although convicted, he escaped the death penalty and was
was handed over to the Communist Yugoslav authorities, wheeleased from prison during the 1956 uprising. Surprisingly he
tried him for alleged war crimes. Ferenc Szombathelyi wasvas not returned to prison after the uprising was crushed, and
executed on 4 November 1946. He has since been rehabilitat¥@rds continued to live outside of Budapest until his death on
in Hungary after the fall of the Communist regime, and in 20023 July, 1968.
a memorial in his honor was unveiled in the grounds of the The new (and last) head of the wartime Hungarian armed
Military History Museum. forces was vezérezredes Karoly Beregfy, aged 56, who
Szombat hel yi 6s r epl-in-Chieinwast comhined the foncionsdoé €CommanderChief, Chief of the
vezérezredes Janos Voros, aged 53 years. Unlike his previoGeneral Staff, and Minister of Defense. Beregfy was a con-
two predecessors, Voros was of true Hungarian stock. Most dirmed rightwinger, a longtime supporter of the Arrow Cross
his military career had been spent as a staff officer, with th&arty that was now in power. His military career had been split
exception of nine months commanding th& Rotorized  between staff appointments, teaching at the military academy
Brigade in 1941, and a five month spell in command of the lI{including a spell as head of the academy) and field command.
Army Corps just prior to his appointment as Commasider Indeed, unlike his predecessors, Beregfy had experience of high
Chief/Chief of the General Staff. Voros took over at a timecommand in the field, having been Commaride€hief of the
when the Hungarian and German armies on the Eastern Frokungarian ¥ and 3 Armies during 1943 and 1944.
were on the retreat. Russian forces were rapidly approaching With a preGerman regime in power, any hopes for an
the Hungarian border, and in the interests of protecting tharmistice had disappeared, and Beregfy was faced with the
nation, the Regent decided that it was high time that Hungarynpossible task of defending Hungary against overwhelming
pulled out of the war. odds. Despite furious battling and some individual heroics by
Whi | st Veros was dispatchecderttai Hi af ey 68 nihtesa,dqBadape st tf
lobby for more German divisions to defend Hungary from theforces on 13 February, 1945. Despite a German counterattack
advancing Red Army, other emissaries travelled to Italy to medh March, Hungary was fully occupied by the Red Army by the
with British military representatives. Both parties met with little beginning of April 1945. Some Hungarian units managed to
success. The Germans would not commit to sending reinforcescape to Germany, but Beregfy was commanding a ghost army
ments, whilst the British referred the Hungarian envoys to théy this time. Upon the cessation of hostilities in May, Beregfy
Russians. Accordingly, in September 1944, the chief of thevas arrested by the new Hungarian government and tried for
Hungarian Gendarmerie, vezérezredes Gabor Faragho, was stefaison, along with other senior Arrow Cross Party officials.
to Moscow to discuss peace plans. An eventual agreement wsgzérezredes Karoly Beregfy, last Commaride€hief of the
concluded whereby Hungary would announce an armistice oRoyal Hungarian Armed Forces, was publicly executed on 12
October 16. However, word of the proposed armistice had/larch, 1946.

reached German authorities, and on 15 October, 1944, the eve Principal Sources:

of the armistice, German troops arrested Admiral Horthy and As | Saw I{Memoirs of Col. Gen. Géza Lakatos)

the Hungarian government and installed a puppet regime, under Géza Lakatos

the leadership of Arrow Cross Party leader Ferenc Szalasi, to The Hungarian Army & Its Military Leadership in W.W, I

run the country. Vorés was dismissed as Commaimder Andris J. Kursietis

Chief/Chief of the General Staff his leadership had lasted A Magyar Katonai Felsd VezetgSandor Szakaly

barely six months. Magyarorszag Honvédelme a Il. Vildghaboru El6tt és Alatt,
Nevertheless, Voros was to resurface after the war, becom- 1920- 1945 Lajos dalnoki Veress

ing the Hungar i a-warRisigtendf Defensé s f i r st  pMesairs Miklos Horthy

in 1945 and once again Chief of the General Staff until Septem- The Royal Hungarian Armed Forces 1918945
ber 1946. Upon the installation of a Communist regime in Andris J. Kursietis

Hungary, Vorés was retired and in 1950 tried as an American Visszaemlékezéséierenc Szombathelyi

Colonel General Sényi Colonel General Werth Colonel General Szombathelyi



A MAGYAR KIRALY HONVEDSEG EGYENRUHAI 1926

F =
Uniforms of the Royal e
A MAGYAR KIRALYI Hungarian Armed Forces

HONVEDSEG EGYENRUHAI 1926 - 1945
1926-1945 by Dr. Laszl6 Toth
Hardcover, 22.5cm x 31.5cm
146 pages
www.huniform.com
info@huniform.com

e Toth Laselo

Essential reading and
reference for anyone
interested in Hungarian
uniforms, field equipment,
headgear, rank insignia,
military regulations and the
military history of the
Horthy period.

Uniforms of the Royal Hungarian Armed Forces, by Dr.
L&szlé Téth is the much anticipated fabhlour overview of the
uniforms and equipment of all of the branches of the Hungarian
armed forces before and during the Second World War. Ther:
are many books out on the market that similarly depict originaf:
militaria worn by live models, however, this is a first such
publication to deal exclusively with the uniforms of Hungary.

Anyone familiar with the rarity of material relating to
Hungarian militaria will immediately appreciate this werk t 0 s
beautifully illustrated with hundreds of photographs of uniformg™
and field gear, and details and variations are also featured
Although it is written in Hungarian, an English language sup
plement will be available soon.

Our very own Péter v. Laborc played a key role in the
production of this volume copies can be ordered through the
Vancouver Chapter, and will be sent directly from him.

The price of the book is $70.00
Postage rates are:
Europe: Airmail- $35.00 Surface- $27.00
Outside Europe: Airmail $39.00 Surface- $30.00
(All prices in US dollars, please make cheques payableto Of f i cer s6 everyday and

as well as details and variations...

4

AMHBK Vancouver Chaptero or P a y pfranh thetcombat Zohendkti@gdtazaM.... C

-1945

Field uniforms, weapons, headgear and equipment

Period photographs of the uniforms being worn... Clothing from all of the different branches of service...
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Vancouver

Machine embroidered, full colour MHBK Vancouver
Chapter insignia (shown actual siz§Y.50
Also available:
Exquisite hand embroidered deluxe insignia with gold
and silver wire det$20i00 s

2/ 3 size (6cm, or 2 1/ 29
insignia with gold wire details$10.00

The badge of the Vancouver Chapter of the MHBK
is based on the World War Il insignia worn by
Hungarian Armed Forcesb®o

Full-size replica of the
Hungarian Off
Medal with the Holy Crown,

or ASignum U
on War Ribbon.
In Hungarian:

Kormanyzéi elismerés

|l 8that - jel ®t
Koronas Bronzérem

This is a good quality
reproduction of a medal
that is getting quite scaree
an excellent and inexpensive
replacement for veterans
medal groups or for display.
Gold plated, ongiece
decoration on proper
tri-fold ribbon.
$10.00

$00 SULFHV LQ 86 IXQGV

30HDVH PDNH FKHTXHV SD\DEOH WR "0+%.

Chapter Sho

Full-colour, fulksize (15cm x 17cm) reproductions of the
World War Il Hungarian Military vehicle insignia.
Printed on square white peshd-stick paper$5.00
Printed on peehndstick paper, and cut ou$10.00
Cut-out and mounted on flexible magnetic material

(perfect for your car door or tank turre$20.00

9cm, or 3 5/ 80 wide)
wi de) hand embroidered
War Correspondent s.

cerd6s Bronze

audi so

k®pezR Magyar

Our 64 page booklet published for the 2006, 50th anniver-
sary of the 1956 Revolution. This publication includes a
chronology of the Revolution, information about the key
historical figures, detailed personal stories from two partici-
pants, information on revolutionary symbols, a history of the
National Guard and their insignia, perspectives of the uprising
from period Canadian newspapers, details and facts about actual
closecombat in the streets of Budapest, and much more. Black
and white with colour softover. $10.00
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