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A note from the Editor 
     I am very pleased to report that our General Bauer Memorial Project is coming along 

very well. The IHMHPS has raised more than the goal amount ï a total of $1725.00.  

The latest news is even more fantastic: on December 9th, the Hungarian National     

Heritage Committee passed a law ï the result of our work ï that General Bauerôs grave 

will from now on be officially protected as a national sanctuary. 

     A firm has been selected to do the restoration work, which will begin in early May of 

2014, and the 29th of that month has been tentatively scheduled for the unveiling     

ceremony. 

     This joint project between the IHMHPS and the Hungarian Ministry of Defence is 

truly an inspiring endeavour, and I sincerely thank everyone who has so generously  

donated to this project ï your support has not only helped make this possible, it is also 

reassuring proof of the progressive and cooperative spirit of the IHMHPS.  I would like 

to thank our project team-leader Ćkos B²r· especially, who exemplifies the dedication 

and commitment we value so highly. 

     We will cover all of the news about the General Bauer Memorial Project in the   

Magyar Front. 
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and includes the Magyar Front. 
 

The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until 

the end of the Second World War. 

Thank you, 
 

Ćkos B²r·  ǐ  Peter Czink 

George Hennessy  ǐ  John Keir 

Rick Krassoi  ǐ  Andris Kursietis 

P®ter v. Laborc  ǐ  James Marin 

P®ter Orincsay  ǐ  Peter Raab 

Magda Sasv§ri  ǐ  Iris Sz§sz 

Danny Warner  ǐ  Barbara Weideman 
Lorraine Weideman  ǐ  Robert Williams 

Manfred Winter 
 

for your generous donations to the 

restoration work of General Gyula 

Bauerôs gravestone in the 

Farkasr®ti Jewish Cemetery in 

Budapest, Hungary. 
 

You have significantly helped 

save this historically and 

culturally important 

monument.  
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The Forgotten War Project 
 

      This issueôs article by P®ter Orincsay is the foundation for our next IHMHPS 2014-2018 centenary project. This one will 

be a little different form that of the General Bauer Memorial, as it will be a work in progress, over a longer period of time. 

     P®ter and I have been chatting a lot about things like ñfateò and ñdestinyò when it comes to our fascination with the past, 

and I have no reason to discount mysticism from any realm of human endeavour.  However, as historical detectives we must 

approach the matter scientifically, and we can attribute unusual coincidences to the phenomenon of causality.  Itôs a fact that 

these precious World War I images almost fell into his lap on the eve of the Great Warôs centenary, and they deserve to be 

shared with as wide an audience as possible.  This issue of the Magyar Front is the introduction this project, which I hope will 

develop into a high quality book and one or more exhibitions of these breath-taking images. 

     These photographs feature such calm and natural beauty, juxtaposed with uniformed men bristling with their tools of war ï 

which when captured on these glass negatives, were as silent as they are today.  I believe that this collection would generate 

very broad interest ï to almost anyone interested in that era and geographic location.  A book published in German,          

Hungarian, Italian and English would serve a great many enthusiasts.  Such a volume would be costly to produce, so we are 

looking for the support of a publisher that would take on the costs (and therefore collect the lionôs share of the profits). 

     Exhibitions in major or minor museums, or anywhere else where historical photographs are shown, would also be part of 

this project.  P®ter has generously allowed the use of his collection for such purposes, and has agreed to do so in cooperation 

with the IHMHPS ï so we will all benefit from this worthy endeavour. 

     On the following pages you will see how a young officer carried his heavy glass photographs over incredibly difficult   

terrain ï they must have meant a great deal to him.  After being forgotten for a century, that burden 

was taken up again by P®ter Orincsay ï letôs lend him a hand, and make sure that they are never 

overlooked again. 

     If you have any ideas regarding this project, or if you are able to provide appropriate contacts or 

advice, please contact us, and become part of the ñForgotten War Project.ò 
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Boxes of glass negatives 

and M§ty§s Bencsikôs 

promotion document. 
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Troops facing the challenges of the 

mountainous terrain. The photographerôs skill is 

apparent in this beautifully composed image. 



by Péter Orincsay 
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my father ask some key questions about them.  Whatever 

they were, I was certain that any 100 year-old negatives have 

historical value. 

     He replied quickly with the information: there were over 

300 glass negatives, stored in their original boxes, which 

were found in the attic of a house in Miskolc, in northern 

Hungary.  The house had been bought and sold many times 

since the end of WWI. The current resident had no           

connection to any of the previous owners, or to the negatives 

themselves (we tried to locate any possible former owners   

of the house through the Miskolc city archives without    

success) - the boxes were found when the attic was being 

cleared in order to rebuild the roof. 

     I made my way from Sweden to my ancestral homeland, 

     I have often wondered if there is really something like 

fate or destiny when it comes to my interest in military    

history and my collecting militaria.  My recent acquisition 

brought these thoughts to the forefront of my mind again ï a 

unique collection of never before seen photographs from a 

slice of World War I life, fell into my lap on the eve of our 

2014-2018 centenary.  It is once more a great pleasure for me 

to share my discovery with my fellow IHMHPS members 

and the readers of the Magyar Front. 

     My part of this fascinating story began last fall, when my 

father emailed from Hungary, telling me that he knew some-

one who had some old glass photographic negatives from the 

First World War.  It was all pretty vague ï he didnôt know 

exactly where and when these photos were taken, so I had 

Recollected Images of a Forgotten War 

The 1909 dated 

postcard sent by 

M§ty§s Bencsik 

from Klosterneuburg 

military engineersô 

school, in Austria to 

his father Andr§s 

in Miskolc.    
 

Becsik stands 

with his field gear 

and rifle in the 

back row, forth 

from the right. 

M§ty§s Bencsik 
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