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Membership in the 
International Hungarian Military History 

Preservation Society is $40.00 annually, 
and includes the Magyar Front. 

 
The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Frontline 

Fighter’s Association, and was 
published from the early 1930s until 
the end of the Second World War. 

Proceeds from items like our 2014-2018 machine 
embroidered commemorative insignia also help cover 

the costs of printing and distributing the Magyar Front, 
as well as the maintenance of our website. 

 

Support the International Hungarian Military History 
Preservation Society by displaying this colourful tribute 

to the centenary of the First World War. 
 

$5.00 each plus postage. (actual size - 5cm x 5cm) 

     One of my favourite badges (above left) is the Frontline Fighters’ Association   

Kivonulási Emlékérem (Commemorative Parade Medal, also known as the Parade 

Badge and the Frontline Fighter’s [Bronze or Silver] Merit Medal). It has inspired me to 

create our own commemorative badge for the 2014-2018 World War I centenary, and 

it’s available now. 

     My goal was to modernize while respectfully honouring the original design. The  

legendary Hungarian turul bird has been replaced with a representation of its wings, 

which now also symbolize those of an angel. I have inverted the sword, as the fighters 

who we are remembering have long ago laid their swords to sleep.  Front and centre is 

our own 2014-2018 emblem signifying our commitment to the preservation of military 

history. 

      Our new IHMHPS 2014-2018 Commemorative Badge (pictured above right, actual 

size) is a fine quality, die-struck, 5cm tall pin-back insignia, and is to be worn on the 

right breast. It comes in one grade only. 

      This special badge will only be available through donation.* The production of the 

Magyar Front, the maintenance of our website, and postage costs are much higher than 

our membership revenue; and although I am happy to finance the  IHMHPS, occasional 

donations would make the burden a little easier to bear.   

      To ensure that everyone who would like a badge gets one, there is no minimum  

donation – donate what you can, as every bit helps. This centenary is very significant – 

especially to us historians, enthusiasts, and collectors who passionately deal with      

military history on a regular basis. I believe that this badge is a fitting tribute, and will 

become a precious memento of our commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the First 

World War. 

Peter Czink 

President, IHMHPS 

 
*Donations can be made via Paypal (czink@shaw.ca) or by cheque payable to Peter Czink.  
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A note from the Editor 
     For three weeks in May of 2016, the Moró Antique Gallery in Budapest put on a display of Austro-Hungarian cartridge 

boxes, featuring very rare pieces from advanced private collections.  One of the people involved was György Kókay, a highly 

respected collector and old friend of the IHMHPS. After seeing some photos of the exhibit, I immediately thought it would be 

a good idea to present some of these rare pieces to readers of the Magyar Front, as not only are they so rarely encountered, but 

these little boxes are works of art in their own right. 

     György Kókay (pictured at right) was born in Budapest in 1954 and has been 

specializing in Austro-Hungarian militaria since the mid-1970s. He has exhibited his 

pieces often, and is always ready to help a fellow enthusiast – very much like his old 

friend, our own Péter v. Laborc, who has also been an enormous help with this issue. 

     There are a great many cartridge boxes in Kókay’s collection, and other experts also 

loaned some of their pieces for the exhibit. Since we have such limited space, I decided 

to present only the Hungarian types – even though there are plenty of beautiful 

Austrian examples.  The cross straps that go with every cartouche are also seen more 

often, and due to the fact that long, thin straps are difficult to display nicely on the 

pages of our publication I have not included them in this issue. 

     The photography was done by Dr. Krisztián Grőber – his work documenting these 

rare treasures is very impressive, making this article an exciting and artistic         

presentation that will surely be the inspiration for some of you to look more deeply at 

the fascinating subject of the Austro-Hungarian cartridge box. 

 

     I would also like to share some news from Hungary   

regarding the Military Museum Foundation Medal (shown 

at left). I cannot express my gratitude for such an honour 

without thinking about how every member of the IHMHPS 

should feel like an important part of this award. Our       

IHMHPS is absolutely unique – there is nothing like it, or 

the Magyar Front, anywhere in the world. Passion for     

historical preservation is a flame that takes a great many 

souls to keep lit – and a lot of hard work. Sometimes recog-

nition may seem illusive, however, our most precious and 

kindred comrades will  always appreciate what we do.  As 

volunteers we do the best we can according to our abilities, 

and any level of commitment is appreciated. 

     The award document (shown at left, below) expresses the     

Advisory Board of the Military Museum Foundation’s   

criteria regarding the award: “As the present is being      

replaced slowly by the past, it is high time we commemorate 

those who have been serving the cause of the Military    

History Museum for years with professional humility, 

knowledge and diligence, sparing no time and trouble; as 

well as the interests of public collections of the nation of 

Hungary.” 

     It outlines their reasons for the award: “…in recognition 

of his outstanding work in raising international awareness 

of Hungarian military traditions and the activity of the   

Military History Museum, as well as augmenting the collec-

tions of the museum. He has been an outstanding volunteer 

in cultural activities in Vancouver, BC, Canada for several 

decades. He is also the founder of the International       

Hungarian Military History Preservation Society and the 

quality journal, the Magyar Front, publishing richly       

illustrated articles in English on varied subjects of Hungari-

an military history, and regularly popularizing the activity 

and exhibitions of the Military History Museum. Owing to 

his activity the collections of the Military History Museum 

have been enriched by many valuable objects, which include 

the precious estates belonging to members of the Hungarian 

military emigration.” P.Cz. 
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Hungarian Cartouches 

Defence Forces 

Cartridge Box 
 

A small  

coat of arms is 

mounted on an 

Austrian infantry 

cartouche body - 

this was used by the 

1848/49 Hungarian 

defence forces. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Pest-Buda Mounted 

Militia Cartridge Box 
 

Leather and 

brass cartridge box 

used by the Pest and 

Buda city mounted 

(Hungarian speaking) 

militia from the 

1830s to the 1840s. 
 

(ILLMING COLLECTION) 

     A cartridge box worn from a strap slung over the shoulder is an item most armies issued to their soldiers since the 17th 

century.  International awareness of newly discovered ancient Egyptian artifacts popularized the French word cartouche (an 

ornamental tablet or panel in the form of a scroll) in reference to the oblong figure enclosing Egyptian hieroglyphics express-

ing royal or divine names.  The cartouche resembled the old paper powder cartridges used with muzzle-loading firearms, and 

soon the cartridge box became known simply as a “cartouche.” 

     During the 1800s the cartouche was nearing obsolescence and its purpose became more of a status symbol for mounted 

officers, police and ceremonial and elite units. Elaborate insignia and shoulder straps decorated with braid and other          

embellishments ensured that high ranking military men could be recognized at a distance. 

     The flap, or cover of the cartridge box usually displayed the royal cypher and the sides were often decorated with         

depictions of military trophies of arms.  The back or sides carried points onto which either end of the shoulder strap would be 

fastened.  Whistles and other ceremonial implements often complemented buckles and braid to add even more to the wearer’s 

prestige. 

Photography by 
Dr. Krisztián Grőber  

by György Kókay and  Thomas Illming with Peter Czink 



5 

Hungarian National 

Guard Cartridge Box 
 

This type was used by 

the Hungarian National  

Guard from the War 

of Independence period 

(between March 1848 and 

April 1849). The leather 

box was originally an 

Austrian Army cartouche. 
 

(PRIVATE COLLECTION) 

Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

An elaborate officer’s 

cartouche from the War 

of Independence period. 

This piece was modified 

by adding the Hungarian 

coat of arms to an 1827 

Austrian hussar officer’s 

cartouche. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

Another example of an 

officer’s cartouche from 

1848/49.  This one has 

more embellishments on 

both lower sides and 

the coat of arms and 

wreath are made by 

another manufacturer.  
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 
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Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

Based on the cartouche 

for hussar officers, 

this type was used from 

February until April of 

1849. The crown was 

removed as a sign of 

independence and protest 

of the Habsburg reign. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Cavalry and 

Artillery Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

Cartouche for Hungarian 

defence forces officers  

from 1869, used by cavalry 

and artillery regiments. 

The “IFJ” is the 

Hungarian version of 

Franz Joseph’s cypher.  
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Officer 

Candidate’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

This type was used 

by cavalry and artillery 

officer candidates of the 

Hungarian defence forces 

from 1887, and featured 

the new royal cypher. 
 

(ILLMING COLLECTION) 
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Cavalry and 

Artillery Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

Cartouche used by 

officers of cavalry and 

artillery regiments of the 

Hungarian defence forces 

from 1887.  It’s based on 

the 1868 body featuring the 

new cypher. This type was 

in use until 1918, the end 

of the Imperial Era. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Cavalry and 

Artillery Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

A  Hungarian defence 

forces officer’s 1887 

cartouche variation - 

this one featuring the 

old style royal cypher.  
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Police Officer’s 

Cartridge Box 
 

The police officer’s 

cartouche was introduced 

in 1893 - the body was 

based on the 1868 type with 

a variation of the coat of 

arms and Rendőr (Police) 

in a scroll beneath it. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 
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Royal Bodyguard 

Cartridge Box 
 

A simple leather and 

brass cartouche used 

by the Hungarian Royal 

Bodyguard (founded in 1904) 

for times of mobilization. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

 

Police Officer’s 

 Cartridge Box 
 

Cartouche for police 

officers. The new insignia, 

without the scroll and 

Rendőr (Police), was 

used after 1909. 
 

(KÓKAY COLLECTION) 

Ceremonial Guard’s 

 Cartridge Box 
 

This cartouche was a 

part of the colourful 

uniform worn by the 

ceremonial guards from 

the County of Temes. 
 

(ILLMING COLLECTION) 
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Unidentified 

 Cartridge Box 
 

This cartouche remains 

unidentified.  Its body style 

is based on the 1827 hussar 

officer’s type of the War 

of Independence period. 

It was probably made 

in the 1920s. 
 

(ILLMING COLLECTION) 

Ceremonial Guard’s 

 Cartridge Box 
 

Another cartouche 

used by ceremonial 

guards seen so often at 

the gala national events 

during the 1920s. 

This example is from 

the City of Szeged. 
 

(MORÓ COLLECTION) 

Musician’s 

 Cartridge Box 
 

Little information is 

known about this cartouche. 

Such items and insignia 

were worn by Hungarian 

and Austrian military and 

paramilitary musicians 

during the 1920s. 
 

(ILLMING COLLECTION) 
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M1924 

 Cartridge Box 
 

The Horthy-era cartouche 
was worn with parade dress 

by cavalry and mounted 
(including railway and  
artillery) officers from 

1924 to 1931. 
It was the last official 

cartouche used by the 

Hungarian army. 
 

(PRIVATE COLLECTION) 

Below: The M1924 cartridge box being worn by the officer in the foreground.  The cartouche was traditionally 

worn slung from the left shoulder with it resting on the right hip towards the back, which makes photographs of the 

box itself very rare.  This picture also features General Kocsárd v. Janky (the Hungarian Army Chief of Staff from 

1922 to 1930) laying a wreath at the memorial of the Hungarian military telegraphists of WWI, on June 22nd, 1927. 

The monument, which was removed after WWII, was located on Daróci Street in today's 11th District of Budapest. 

KÓKAY COLLECTION 
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     Drawings from Szabályzat a 

Magyar Királyi Nemzeti Hadsereg 

Új Egyenruházatárol (Regulations for 

the New Royal National Hungarian 

Uniforms) issued in the 1920s.   
 

     The red Morocco leather box 

(measuring 6.5cm x 20cm x 3.3cm) 

was covered with a silver metal lid 

with a gilded coat of arms and 

decorative trim. Trophies of arms 

were on each side, and two loops on 

the back attached to a 2.2cm wide 

red Morocco leather strap decorated 

with 1.8cm wide gold braid. 

The other metal fittings were 

silver coloured. 
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The August 25th, 1929 

cover of Magyarság featuring 

the original unveiling of the... 



13 

     By the summer of 1914, in the very early stages of the First World War, the hussar regiments of the Austro–Hungarian 

Monarchy had suffered heavy casualties at the Eastern Front.  In the Galician theatre during the Battle of Gorodok on August 

17th 1914, the 23rd Cavalry Brigade, attached to the Royal Hungarian 5th Cavalry Division, was ordered to launch an attack 

on Russian positions in open terrain. The hidden machine guns of the enemy caused tremendous destruction in the lines of  

the Hungarian cavalry.  “This feat which had been taken on too boldly and hastily in the first weeks of the war came as such a 

massive emotional shock that it became the last, tragic episode of the centuries long history of the Hungarian cavalry.” wrote 

György Nagyrévi-Neppel in his book Huszárok (Hussars) published in 1973. The disaster at Gorodok, and the additional 

losses of life in Satanov, on the night of the disorganised retreat following the battle were mainly caused by serious command 

mistakes.  As a consequence, Lieutenant General Ernő Froreich, Commander of the 5th Cavalry Division, committed suicide 

on the following morning. 

     The memorial of the Gorodok Cavalry Charge was unveiled on August 17th, 1929 near the entrance of the hussar barracks 

at 49 Kerepesi Road in the 8th District of Budapest. The relief, representing galloping hussars, was cast in bronze. In the  

foreground, the officer leading the charge with his drawn sword is followed by a hussar blowing his bugle on his galloping 

horse.  Several of the hussars galloping behind them and also in the background are hit by bullets and falling off their horses.  

At the bottom of the plaque the inscription reads in two lines: 
 

A · ZENGŐ · KÜRTSZÓ · RÉGEN · ELVIHARZOTT · S · LEGENDÁK · ŐRZIK · MÁR · A · HŐSI · HARCOT · 

A · MELYNEK · HÍRE · SZÁJRÓL · SZÁJRA / JÁR · HOGY · TŰZÖN · POKLON · VIRTUSÁBAN · ÉGVE · 

VÉRES · CSATÁKBÓL · EGYENEST · AZ · ÉGBE · SZÁGULDOTT · EGYKOR · A · MAGYAR · HUSZÁR 
 

“The bugle call has long faded away, and legends live on to tell the heroic fight, whose fame spreads from mouth to mouth / 

that the Hungarian Hussar, burning with virtue, rushed through fire and hell straight to heaven from the bloody battle.” The 

author of the text, according to a period article in Pesti Hírlap, was Gyula Somogyváry, also known as “Gyula diák” (“Scribe 

Gyula”).  The speech uttered at the unveiling ceremony was made by Archduke Joseph, and wreaths were laid by Councillor 

Dr. Jenő Czebe representing the capital, and General (Ret.) Count Nándor Bissingen-Nippenburg representing the officers of 

the former 5th  Cavalry Division. 

     The plaque was designed by Miltiadesz Manno (1879–1935) and made by György Nemes (1885–1958).  Manno studied in 

Munich as a graphic designer.  Later he became a painter and poster designer.  He was also the record goal scorer of the first 

by László Prohászka 

Gorodok Cavalry Charge Memorial 

The 2016 unveiling ceremony in the inner courtyard of the Budapest Military History Institute and Museum. 

PROHÁSZKA PHOTOGRAPH 
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and second football championships organised in 1901 and 1902; and four-time Hungarian champion in rowing and speed-

skating.  In 1912, he participated in the Olympic Games at Stockholm in rowing. In the First World War he served with the 

Royal Hungarian 1st (Budapest) Hussar Regiment as a reserve officer. He fought throughout the World War and was   

wounded in 1914 during the operations at Gorodok.  He won a silver medal in the art competition of the Los Angeles     

Olympic Games in 1932 with his small sculpture entitled Wrestlers. The memorial commemorating the battles of the Imperial 

and Royal 16th Hussar Regiment in the Great War was also created by Manno in 1932 for the walls of the Debrecen county 

hall.  The First World War memorial of the Royal Hungarian 7th Hussar Regiment, erected in Pápa in 1935, also portrays the 

charge of Gorodok, as a variation of the composition made for Budapest. 

     The oblong relief on the wall of the main building of the Kerepesi Road hussar barracks was placed in a tympanum-topped 

frame carved from limestone. The memorial was taken off the wall after 1945 and in 1948 it was placed in storage at the   

Military History Museum.  Its plaster model was donated to the museum in 1959 by the widow of György Nemes.  In June 

2004, the bronze plaque was placed on the wall of the inner courtyard of the Military History Museum after having been 

cleaned and its major damage repaired.  In 2015, the stone frame was reconstructed in accordance with the 1929 original and 

the plaque was entirely renovated.  Also, based on period photographs, the original inscription was carved on the frame. On 

the top the inscription reads: 
 

A GORODOKI LOVASROHAM EMLÉKÉRE. (1914.VIII.17.) 
 

“In memory of the Gorodok Cavalry Charge. (August 17th, 1914)”  Beneath the plaque, one line of text is carved: 
 

A ROHAMBAN RÉSZT VETTEK A M. KIR. 1., 6., 7. ÉS 8. HONVÉD HUSZÁREZREDEK 
 

“The Royal Hungarian 1st, 6th, 7th and 8th Hussar Regiments participated in the charge.” 

     The renovated work of art was unveiled on February 24th, 2016 by State Secretary of the Ministry of Defence Tamás   

Vargha and Col. Dr. Vilmos Kovács, Commander of the MoD Military History Institute and Museum with all due solemnity. 

The gravity of the ceremony was enhanced by military re-enactors standing in a guard of honour with drawn swords in     

authentic hussar uniforms next to the memorial.  As far as its artistic value is concerned, the re-unveiled memorial is one of 

the most precious First World War monuments in Hungary.  Hopefully, history will never disturb its peace again.  

The refurbished memorial of 
the Gorodok Cavalry Charge. 

PROHÁSZKA PHOTOGRAPH 



15 

     I added this fascinating photograph (above, actual 
size) to my collection some time ago –  Hungarian 
Army M38 Ford trucks, borrowed by the Frontline 
Fighters’ Association for the Upper Hungary 
(Felvidék) reclamation ceremonies in 1938. These 
flower-bedecked military vehicles are so wonderfully 
unusual, when I came across a similar 1:16 scale die-
cast model I just had to transform it into what is prob-
ably the world’s only Frontline Fighters’ Association 
model truck. It’s actually a 1940 Ford, and I hope all 
truck aficionados will forgive me for taking liberties – 
it’s really quite a close match.  In 1937 the Hungarian 
Armed Forces purchased 1000 of these 2.5 tonne 
Fords directly form the American manufacturer, and 
another 785 from the German Ford Factory. 
     The Hungarian Frontline Fighters’ Association was very actively involved in the celebrations following the reclamation of Upper 
Hungary (Felvidék) in 1938, Transylvania (Erdély) in 1940, and Southern Hungary (Délvidék) in 1941.  A headline in the December 
1st, 1938 issue of the original Magyar Front reads: “A rain of flowers greets the Frontline Fighters in Upper Hungary.”  The article 
tells us how 15 enormous trucks and 38 other vehicles paraded along Budapest’s main streets to cheering crowds on their way to 
Upper Hungary on November 11th, 1938.  Taking different routes, the veterans (which included the veteran’s Szürke Taxi marching 
band) crossed the former Trianon borders at Párkány, Komárom, Tiszabécs and Hidasnémeti. 
     Huge crowds of locals gathered wherever they stopped – and the next several days were filled with parades, music, speeches, 
celebrations, folk costumes, flags, and of course plenty of flowers. Some of the main events were at Komárom and Kassa on 
November 13th and at Ungvár on the 18th.  The photo in my collection was taken in Beregszász.  The only other photograph I know 
of is the one above, from the 1938 Magyar Front article (also reproduced in some of the association’s almanacs).  I had to use a little 
artistic licence when decorating my model because reference is so scarce, however, since I do have an example of the actual paper 
insignia used on the doors of the trucks, I could at least make certain that it was exactly to scale. 

 

A little holiday diversion... For me, working with scale models -  

plastic, die-cast or scratch-built, 

has always been a source of 

great joy and relaxation. 

by 

Peter Czink 

Trucks full of Frontline Fighters 

leaving Budapest (below), and 

getting ready for the parade 

in Beregszász (left). 

WEIDEMAN 
PHOTOGRAPH 

CZINK COLLECTION 




