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     Another first for the IHMHPS and the Magyar Front - we are publishing long 

forgotten Hungarian uniform designs for the very first time, thanks to the Hungarian 

Military History Institute and Museum, and courtesy of its Iconographic Collection 

Head, Mrs. N·ra Sz§nt·. The instituteôs Major Dr. Tam§s Baczoni has once again made 

it possible for English speakers to enjoy this rare feast for the eyes. 

     The following pages feature prototype uniform designs by graphic artist Vilmos 

Gerritsen Jr. which have been in storage for a long time. I have spent many hours 

digitally cleaning up the backgrounds as the original paper on which they were painted 

has turned brown with age (see example below). I have re-arranged the figures 

somewhat as well, to make their presentation a little more cohesive. 

     People tend to overlook prototypes because they often werenôt actually in use, 

however, such things have always fascinated me. They are out of the ordinary and 

demonstrate an often forgotten historical backstory which I think is essential if we are to 

truly comprehend the aspects of the past that interest us.  Every artifact has come into 

existence through a complicated process of thought, discussion, design and manufacture 

ï these paintings vividly illustrate an exciting part of that.  

     We also have had the good fortune to have received another article from Dr. L§szl· 

Proh§szka, who has become a valued contributor to our publication.  His fascinating 

piece is presented on page 14 ï the story of the embattled Hungarian homeland during 

the First World War, captured on a metal badge. 

 

A note from the Editor 

IHMHPS 2014-2018 COMMEMORATIVE BADGE 

(Right) Available by donation* (any amount is appreciated). 

P.Cz. 

2008-2018 Badge 

(Left) $10.00* each 

*Donations and payments can be made via Paypal (czink@shaw.ca). Postage not included. 
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Forgotten Uniform Designs of the 1930s 

by Tamás Baczoni and Peter Czink 
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These forgotten Hungarian uniform designs were painted by Vilmos Gerritsen Jr. (1904-1979), the son of well-known 

artist Vilmos Gerritsen (1878-1920).  He studied graphic design at the National Royal Hungarian School of Applied Arts. 
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     Vilmos Gerritsen Jr. was passionately involved with the Scouting Movement and its leadership from 1920, 

and became one of their most famous and beloved leaders, next only to fellow artist Lajos M§rton. 

His inspirational illustrations and cartoons appeared in countless publications and manuals. 
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     Official military records tell us that he served in the army from August 1st, 1923, and by 1941 he 

worked as a technical engineer specializing in cartography.  In 1942, records list him as a captain, and at the 

end of the war he was captured by the Soviet Army and held as a prisoner of war until 1948. 

When he returned home he resumed his work as a civilian at the National Cartographic Institute. 
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     We know very little about the uniform project which these ink and water colour illustrations depict. 

They are not dated, but we know that Gerritsen painted them during the inter-war period ï a time when the 

question of new mess-dress uniforms was an important consideration. 
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Following the short-lived and anachronistic ñCs§ky uniformò (the M1924 mess-dress uniform) a more 

conventional mess-dress (consisting of a black cap, black trousers and coloured atilla in the M1849 style) 

was introduced, however, it was considered not elegant enough for the officer corps. 

Medical Major General 

Medical Lieutenant Colonel 

Medical First 

Lieutenant 

HUNGARIAN MILITARY HISTORY INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM - ICONOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 



9 

Since the black cap, or shako, and trousers were both actual undress uniform garments prior to 1918, 

it was felt that more elaborate parade-dress headgear and boots, as well as Hungarian trousers would be 

needed to clothe officers more appropriately on the most formal occasions. 
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