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A note from the Editor 
     This issue of the Magyar Front is dedicated to my friend and IHMHPS UK Vice-

President Jack Keir, who passed away in February of this year (thereôs a little tribute to 

him on page 27).  He was a very keen collector of Austro-Hungarian medals, and I think 

this issue would have been his favourite. 

     Last year, IHMHPS member Jeff T·th brought an interesting vintage publication to 

my attention ï a beautifully illustrated book on Austro-Hungarian orders, decorations, 

and medals that I hoped to get a copy of, however, it proved to be extremely rare and      

prohibitively expensive. Turning to the curator of the numismatic collection of the   

Hungarian Military History Institute and Museum, Dr. Gergely Sallay, I was able to 

acquire images of the publicationôs brilliantly lithographed pages. 

     The complexity of Austro-Hungarian ODMs has confused me on occasion, and         

I knew that this would be a valuable resource to collectors and enthusiasts. Each award 

was captioned in German ï another stumbling block for an English speaker like myself. 

I have translated them with the assistance of IHMHPS Austria VP Manfred Winter, and      

endeavoured to digitally clean up and colour-correct the century-old plates. 

     Gergely Sallay then graciously went over everything with a fine-toothed comb,    

ensuring that English speaking fans of Austro-Hungarian ODMs now have a compre-

hensive reference they will be able to easily understand. He has also provided some 

background information on the original publication below. 

 

     In the spring of 1918, the official gazettes of both the Austro-Hungarian Common 

Army and the Royal Hungarian Defence Forces published the news that Captain     

Heinrich F. Michetschlªger, assigned to the Presidential Department of the Imperial and 

Royal Ministry of War, was about to publish his reference work on all Austro-

Hungarian orders, decorations and medals, also including the Teutonic Order and the 

Sovereign Order of Malta. 

     The publication of the large book, measuring 40cm x 52cm and containing 50 written 

pages and 35 colour plates with about 450 images, was compiled with the consent of the 

Ministry of War and it was to be sold for 140 Kronen or korona. 

     According to the gazettes, the reference book was to be titled Ordensbuch der ºster-

reichischïungarischen Monarchie (Book of the Orders of the Austro-Hungarian      

Monarchy) and supplements were planned to be added to it later. It was also declared 

that a significant part of the income would go to humanitarian purposes. 

     The end of the First World War and the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian  

Monarchy in the autumn of 1918 affected the publishing of this reference work, but  

fortunately, for the good of those interested in the Austro-Hungarian decorations system, 

it was published in 1919 in Vienna by the War Charity Office of the Military            

Liquidation Agency. The bookôs actual title reflected the political changes: Das        

Ordensbuch der gewesenen ¥sterreichischïUngarischen Monarchie. Orden, Kreuze, 

Ehrenzeichen, Medaillen, Denkm¿nzen, Dienstzeichen, Matrikelzeichen, Amtsabzeichen 

etz. (Book of the Orders, Decorations and Medals of the Former Austro-Hungarian 

Monarchy).  It contained 40 pages of text and 26 plates. 

     Captain Michetschlªgerôs reference book is a fount of knowledge to all those       

researching or collecting Austro-Hungarian orders, decorations, and medals. It includes 

detailed information on all medals: their institution, statutes, history, wearing, order of 

precedence, but the most useful part is the 24 colour plates that show almost all possible 

variants of Austro-Hungarian decorations; even versions that were not even awarded or 

are hardly seen by the ordinary researcher or collector today. 

     The period images (photographs of actual pieces printed in colour by lithography) are 

an invaluable reference. Although there are a few mistakes in the book (most of which 

have now been corrected for the English version) it clearly remains a highly reliable and 

useable reference guide. 

 
Our Cover: 

     The images on this issueôs cover are from Plate VI in the series of illustrations from 

Das Ordensbuch der gewesenen ¥sterreichischïUngarischen Monarchie. Orden, 

Kreuze, Ehrenzeichen, Medaillen, Denkm¿nzen, Dienstzeichen, Matrikelzeichen, 

Amtsabzeichen etz., and chronologically followed the plate on page 5. 

     High ranking national orders and orders of knighthood came with appropriate forms 

of gala dress, worn according to their various grades. 

P.Cz. 

G.S. 
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