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The original Magyar Front was the 
weekly newspaper of the Front-Line 
Fighterôs Association, and was 

published from the early 1930s until the 
end of the Second World War. 

A note from the Editor 
     I found a 1938 edition of A Magyar Frontharcos Mozgalom (The Hungarian       

Veteransô Movement) in a Budapest antique bookshop in the summer of 1997.  It was a 

massive volume of over 700 pages ï an almanac of the long defunct Frontline Fightersô 

Association, which fascinated me from the moment I picked it off the shelf.  It was an 

emotional discovery ï this part of Hungarian history was entirely new to me, despite my 

ethnic background and interest in military history since childhood.  How was it possible 

that I had never even heard of this organization of a half-million Hungarian soldiers? 

     It didnôt take long for me to decide that this would be my subject of focus - I        

endeavoured to learn everything about it, and made it clear to my friends and fellow 

collectors that I was looking for any related material.  In 2001, a friend in Hungary let 

me know that a set of insignia for a high-ranking Frontline Fightersô Association leader 

was up for auction ï it was being sold as ñinsignia for the second-in-command,ò and the 

seller knew that Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky was the officer who had filled that role.  By 

that time, I had quite a number of Frontharcos books, documents, photographs and 

other items, which included a 1942 almanac with a grainy newsprint thumbnail portrait 

of Ullein-Reviczky on one of its yellowed pages.  It was difficult to positively identify 

the insignia as his, but I took the sellerôs word for it. 

     The following year, I featured these collar badges and shoulder straps in Volume IV, 

Issue 2 of the Magyar Front, and was later contacted by Ullein-Reviczkyôs daughter, 

Lovice Mária, who had returned to her native Hungary to set up a foundation in honour 

of her father.  She had republished her fatherôs 1947 book Guerre Allemande - Paix 

Russe (German War - Russian Peace) in 1993, in Hungarian (Német háború - Orosz 

béke), and was researching her fatherôs career while working on an English edition.  

From our first conversation, it was clear that our future work together would be the  

epitome of cooperation and goodwill.   

     After a few years, much to my surprise, my hobby turned into a very serious        

collection of Frontharcos documents, photographs, uniforms, insignia and literature, 

however, a great many pieces of the historical puzzle remained elusive.  Information on 

the regalia of the association was very limited, little was known about its leadership,  

and mystery shrouded the eventual fate of the Frontline Fightersô Association.  Lovice 

M§ria Ullein-Reviczky made her archives available for me to study, which allowed a 

great deal of light to be shed on this part of Hungaryôs past.  Not only has her carefully 

preserved family heirlooms provided new information about her fatherôs career and role 

within the movement, they have also answered questions regarding many aspects of the 

Hungarian Veteranôs Associationôs leaders, regulations (the insignia in my collection 

can now also be correctly identified), and the reasons for its eventual disbandment. 

     Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky was a key figure in Hungary during the Regency Period, 

and like many others, he is neither well-enough known, nor are his contributions fully 

appreciated in the non-Hungarian speaking world. His remarkable career deserves  

closer study ï the man embodied a kind of sensitive heroism that never goes out of  

fashion, and is so necessary to every generation.  The new edition of his memoirs,    

German War ï Russian Peace, will bring to light this remarkable visionaryôs ideals to 

the English speaking world.  Professor Tibor Frank, editor of the English edition,     

brilliantly illuminates Ullein-Reviczkyôs historical role with these words:  ñHe fought an 

uphill battle for Hungary in horrible times.  He did not only witness Hungarian and 

world history in the tragic years of World War II, but actively contributed to both as 

well.  He may have shared the illusion of the government of Miklós Kállay (1942-44), 

that Hungary could eventually avoid going down in history together with Nazi-

Germany.  Nonetheless, he was brave enough to fight the Nazis, risk his own life and 

career in adverse circumstances, and he paid for it dearly.  Antal Ullein-Reviczky and 

the translation of his exciting book German War - Russian Peace shall be a great      

inspiration for all the people who struggle for freedom and human dignity.ò 

     This issue of the Magyar Front is a tribute to Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky, illustrated 

with his memories and symbols of his service; and is dedicated, with gratitude, to his 

daughter Lovice Mária for sharing this legacy with us. I would also like to thank 

IHMHPS member Gergely Sallay for his enlightening article featured among these 

pages and for his role, along with Jack Keir, in this inspirational collaboration.  Tamás 

Baczoni, Péter v. Laborc, Péter Orincsay, and Lorraine Weideman have also been     

instrumental in the  production of this publication. 
P.Cz. 
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     The following is a concise biography of a remarkable 

man.  His memoirs, German War ï Russian Peace is essen-

tial in understanding the influence Antal Ullein-Reviczky 

had on the Hungarian nation, however, his gracious and 

modest summation of his role during Hungaryôs 20th century 

Regency Period only touches on his most poignant and far-

reaching contributions. 

     For most people today, the Second World War, and in 

particular, the German-Italian Axis, which Hungary was 

partnered with, is seen as nothing more than the violent and 

tragic conflict that it was, and the Axis as the embodiment of 

evil.  But we must not forget that many high-ranking and          

influential citizens of the Axis nations actively resisted     

far-right aggression, and it was their actions too ï not simply 

the military might of the Allies - that precipitated the peace 

and security most of us enjoy today. 

     Ullein-Reviczkyôs contributions to the Hungarian nation 

were numerous, however, his role in the Frontline Fightersô 

Movement particularly stands out to me.  He rallied a half-a-

million Hungarian veterans around him in order to secure 

liberty for his homeland, and the most seasoned and genuine 

veterans (usually the most sincere pacifists, I have found), 

stood by him, unconditionally. That phase of Ullein-
Reserve Lieutenant Antal Ullein-Reviczky, c.1916. 

Antal Ullein-Reviczky 

by 

Peter Czink 

Antal  

at the turn of 

the century. 

Continued on next page... 

A Lifetime 

of Service, a 

Legacy 

of Hope 

Images courtesy 

of the Ullein-Reviczky 

Antal Foundation 
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Reviczkyôs career sums up, for me, the most sublime and 

hopeful aspects of humanity itself.   

     Antal Ullein-Reviczky was born on November 8, 1894, in 

the city of Sopron, Hungary, where he was nurtured by his 

mother Mária, and his father József, who was a royal advisor 

and chairman of both the Peopleôs Bank and the Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of Sopron. 

     He was groomed for service from an early age ï even as a 

young lad he could be seen attired in a resplendent little 

Austro-Hungarian uniform, complete with sabre.  But boy-

hood dreams of righting wrongs and dragon slaying never 

faded from the forefront of Antalôs mind, and he never gave 

up his seriousness regarding what is good and just; some-

thing many of us forget following our formative years. 

     His distinguished career began in November of 1913, as a 

student of the Imperial and Royal Consular Academy in  

Vienna. Academia alone, however, wasnôt enough for the 

ambitious young man, and when the Great War broke out he 

immediately volunteered for military service, on the first day 

of mobilization ï August 1, 1914.  In fact, he was the first 

military volunteer from the city of Sopron, a distinction that 

he was very proud of.  Very shortly after, he was sent to the 

volunteer service school in Pozsony (today, Bratislava). 

     Ullein-Reviczky was eager to serve his country, and often 

asked to be sent to the frontlines, and in July of 1915 his 

request was granted. He served bravely, without any        

interruption, first in Italy and in Serbia, then returning to the   

Italian front again, until October of 1917, at which time he 

was ordered to be released from service in order to be      

enrolled in the Imperial and Royal Consular Academy in 

Vienna, where he had studied for two years prior to World 

War I. He was promoted to the rank of reserve second     

lieutenant on January 1, 1916, and spent his frontline service 

time in the artillery. 

     The Austro-Hungarian artillery was reorganised on a 

number of occasions during the war, and units were often 

renamed and renumbered. Ullein-Reviczky started his     

military career in the Imperial and Royal 13th Field Artillery 

Regiment (13. Feldkanonenregiment), which became, in 

Facing page: Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky as the Co-President of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô Association. 

He wears the collar tabs, shoulder straps and cap insignia particular to his rank, along with many of his numerous 

awards and decorations.  Visible just above his belt buckle is the First Grade of the Order of the German Eagle.  

A Hungarian policeman, resplendent with his parade helmet can be seen behind his right shoulder, while his 

comrade, Vice-President Dr. Gyula Kenessey, smiles behind him, to his left.  

Continued on page 7... 

Co-President Ullein-Reviczky, National PresidentCount 

v. Takách-Tolvay and Vice-President Elem®r Kert®sz. 
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1917, the Imperial and Royal 33rd Field Howitzer Regiment 

(33. Feldhaubitzregiment).  By 1918 he was officially affili-

ated with the Imperial and Royal 133rd Field Artillery   

Regiment (133. Feldartillerieregiment). 

     At the beginning of 1920, Ullein-Reviczky started work 

with the Hungary-Austria Border Establishment Committee.  

During what was known as the ñWestern Hungary issue,ò in 

April of that year, he was posted by the Royal Hungarian 

Foreign Ministry to his hometown of Sopron, and was put in 

charge of the media campaign to challenge Austrian land 

claims. Later, when Lieutenant General HegedŤs was      

chosen to represent the Royal Hungarian Government at    

the Inter-Allied Generals' Committee, he was asked to be the 

generalôs aide. 

     In October of 1921, during the royal coup, and the follow-

ing occupation of Sopron by insurgents, Ullein-Reviczky 

kept in close contact with General HegedŤs, and during the 

following democratic elections, he became one of the     

Hungarian members of the central electoral auditing commit-

tee, while he lead the Hungarian plebiscitary campaign.   

After the evacuation of Sopron he became a member of the 

Hungarian delegation of the Hungary-Austria Border Estab-

lishment Committee.  

     In July of 1922, the trusted and hard-working young man 

was given the position of Vice-Consul.  That year, all local 

reserve officers were instructed to report to the military   

office established at the city hall.  Ullein-Reviczky did as he 

was ordered, and his military background and information 

was duly documented. By February of 1923 he was         

entrusted with a posting to the Royal Hungarian Embassy in 

Paris, where he worked until March 10, 1929.  During his 

tenure in the French capital, he was a deputy to the military 

attaché, General Staff Colonel (later General) Baron 

Boldizsár Láng, whom he represented while he was absent.  

In the meantime, on several occasions, he also acted as a 

member of the Hungarian Delegation to Geneva, efficiently 

assisting General Staff Colonel Géza Siegler there. 

     From 1929 to 1935 Ullein-Reviczky was posted to the 

Hungarian Embassy in Turkey, where, as vice-consul of the 

embassy, he cooperated with the military attaché, General 

Staff Lieutenant Colonel Imre v. Németh.  Next, he was sent 

to Zagreb where he became chief of the Hungarian consulate 

until mid-December of 1938. 

     Between December 16, 1938 and September 9, 1943  

Ullein-Reviczky held the post of Chief of the Hungarian  

Foreign Office Press and Cultural Department while rising in 

rank within the diplomatic corps ï in 1939 he held the     

position of Second Class Counsellor; in 1940, First Class 

Counsellor, and by May of 1942 he was an Envoy Extraordi-

nary and Minister Plenipotentiary.  His last position in the 

service was from September 10, 1943 to March 19, 1944 - 

chief of the Hungarian embassy in Stockholm. 

     Antal Ullein-Reviczky took a particularly significant  

detour in 1941 ï he joined the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô 

Association.  It is interesting that he had not joined until then 

ï as his numerous duties would have taken up most of his 

waking hours.  Initially, in January of 1938, he acquired  

official permission to wear his old artillery uniform, but three 

years later he opted for the green tunic and felt helmet of the 

Frontharcos movement, which discouraged the wearing of 

soldierôs varied World War I uniforms.  His almost immedi-

ate promotion to the rank of co-president of the Frontline 

Fightersô Association was unusual and unprecedented, and 

we may never know for sure why he was given such a rank 

before many other members, who held higher military ranks 

or even those who were involved since the establishment of 

the association.   

     I think it is acceptable to use a little conjecture in this case 

ï the leadership of the Hungarian Frontline Fightersô       

Association, including the president, Count József Takách-

Tolvay, were very interested in distancing Hungary from her 

obligations to the Axis.  It would have been an excellent 

partnership ï an established Hungarian veteransô association, 

only too aware of the catastrophic direction the war was 

headed, and a dynamic and forward thinking diplomat, with 

an excellent reputation in the West. 

     Later, Ullein-Reviczky stated that he intended to use the 

ñpowerful association of half-a-million members to secure 

for the movement of national renewal, a defensive and offen-

sive force should the need arise.ò  Although he only refers to 

ñthe movement of national renewalò once in his book      

German War-Russian Peace, we can imagine that this  

movement was gaining more and more sympathy as the war 

was reaching its end, and that patriots like Ullein-Reviczky 

would be risking their lives even more by speaking out 

against the war once the Nazis had occupied Hungary.       

He also wrote: ñUnder the protection of this association,        

I established links to other existing anti-Nazi associations.  

Naturally, it would have required several years of diligent 

work, supported by the entire presidency, for my efforts to 

bear fruit.ò   

     It wasnôt long before the Nazis occupied Hungary, and 

tired of Ullein-Reviczkyôs outspoken condemnation of their 

tactics.  His strategies were bold, and at one time, at the   

embassy in Stockholm he even unveiled a new Hungarian 

flag, as the old one at the time was in use by the puppet   

government in Hungary, and it no longer represented the 

Hungarian nation and their spirit.  ñI was no longer willing to 

make use of the same flag which the quislings were using 

against the Allies - I had the white central band embroidered 

Facing page:  Ullein-Reviczky presents a veteransô association flag at a gathering in Szabadka on October 12, 1942.  

At the far left is Vice-President Elem®r Kert®sz, editor of the associationôs publication, the Magyar Front. 

The tall gentleman wearing the helmet near the middle of this remarkable photograph is Vice-President Dr. Gyula 

Kenessey, a chief administrative officer of S§rbog§rd County.  Kenessey was one of  only forty members of the 

Frontline Fightersô Association to receive the Lifetime Membership Badge, and this is the only known photo 

of the rare insignia being worn.  This brave colleague of Ullein-Reviczky actively took part in the protection of 

Hungarian Jews, and paid for his efforts with his life - he died in a Nazi concentration camp in 1945. 

...Continued from page 4 

Continued on next page... 
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in gold with angels flanking the crown of St. Stephen,    

holding it aloft, with the words pro libertate, which had been 

the rallying cry of Prince Ferenc II Rákóczi against the    

invaders of the timeéò  He also had a small lapel pin manu-

factured by the firm of C.C. Sporrong and Company in 

Stockholm ï a little red, white and green shield charged with 

the pro libertate motto, which he wore throughout his even-

tual exile from Hungary.  These symbols may very well have 

been those of his ñmovement of national renewal.ò 

     Dictatorships and puppet governments rarely tolerate 

criticism, and Dr. Antal Ullein-Reviczky, after so many 

years of service, was stripped of his Hungarian citizenship on 

March 24, 1944 ï effectively stranding him as an exile in 

Sweden.  In April, the same government made new demands 

upon the Frontline Fightersô Association - they didnôt care 

for how the veterans had been protecting their Jewish    

members, and ordered them not to allow Jews to join.          

If anyone had more than one grandparent who was Jewish, 

they were to be expelled. 

     The unacceptable treatment of Ullein-Reviczky, and the 

order to persecute Jewish members of the organization her-

alded the abrupt end of the Frontline Fightersô Association.  

The National President, Count József v. Takách-Tolvay,       

a privy counsellor and Member of Parliament, resigned from 

his position in protest.  With him went the leadership of the 

association ï senior Co-President György v. Bobory, also a 

privy counsellor and under-secretary of state; Vice-President 

Dr. Gyula Kenessey, a chief county administrative officer; 

four government counsellors - Vice-President Dr. András v. 

Tóth (MP); Vice-President Imre v. Martsekényi (MP); Vice-

President Dr. Lajos Mezey (MP); Dr. Bertalan Göcze (public 

prosecutor); Vice-President Dénes v. Patacsi (MP and under-

secretary of state); Dr. Lóránt Csukássy (MP and economic 

counsellor) and Vice-President Mihály v. Áronffy, just to 

name a few. 

     After World War II, Ullein-Reviczky moved to Istanbul 

with his family ï his wife, Lovice Louisa Grace             

Cumberbatch, was the daughter of the former British consul 

there - and then to Geneva, where, in 1947 he published his 

memoirs German War-Russian Peace in French. In 1950 

they moved to London.  Antal Ullein-Reviczky never gave 

up his work to better Hungaryôs future and did his best to 

affect change even when he was far away from his beloved 

homeland.  This remarkable visionary soldier and servant of 

Hungary divined the one most important and necessary   

ingredient for the Hungarian soulôs survival ï liberty; and 

wore his red, white and green pro libertate lapel pin, along 

with the crimson ribbon of the Légion d'honneur everyday, 

until he passed away on June 13, 1955. 

Ullein-Reviczkyôs favourite 

lapel pin: ñfor liberty.ò 

Vice-President Imre v. Martsekényi and a 

delegation of Frontline Fighters say their final farewells 

to Ullein-Reviczky - September 20, 1943. 


